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Parliamentary DEBaTtEs. 


EDNESDAY, November 28, the Lord 
Polwarth, now Earl of Marchmont, 
| ſtood up, and ſpoke thus: 


« Sir, The determination of this hols ſhall al- Tonk Be x 
ways be regarded by me with the higheſt ve- 8 
neration, nor ſhall I ever think myſelf at B. 
berty to renew a debate on a ſubject that has artü. 
already been decided here. Yeſterday, Sir, ny 
the houſe was pleaſed to reje& a motion which 

I am perſuaded every gentleman, who voted 

for it, thought was for the eaſe and intereſt of 

the nation: You thought otherwiſe, Sir, and 

we acquieſce. I now, Sir, ſtand up to —_— 7 
a motion that may, perhaps, open the eyes of 

ſome gentlemen, and put the affair of yeſter- 

day in a very different light. An honourable 
gentleman, whom I have in my eye, very 

juſtly took notice, that the marines, as they 

are propoſed to be raiſed at this juncture, are 

very different from the marines that were raiſed 

in the beginning of the laſt war, and that the 
forces that are to be now raiſed under that de- 
nomination, are indeed no other than an' ad- 
ditional number of ſtanding troops. It is, 

Sir, in order to. clear up that point, and to 

put the houſe upon a method of rendering our 
marine forces as ſerviceable, and as little bur- 
Vor. XIX. r denſome 
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denſome to the nation, as it is poſſible, that 1 
now ſtand up. 

I believe, Sir, the moſt ſanguine advocate 
for the preſent adminiſtration, will not deny 
that the affairs of this nation in the late Queen 
Anne's time, both on the civil and military e- 
ſtabliſnment, were on as good a footing as 
they have ever been ſince. A glorious proof 
of it was the ſucceſs which attended our arms, 
till thoſe councils under which that war was 
begun, and ſo bravely carried on, were ſet a- 
ſide, and gave place to others of a different 
tendency. The conduct therefore, Sir, of that 
miniſtry, which had to do with a much more 
formidable enemy than we have at preſent, 


ought to be a direction to us. At that time 


a wiſe and diſintereſted miniſter, Sir, whom, 
for his honour, I may name, the Lord Godol- 
Pbin, raiſed the power and reputation of this 
nation to ſuch a height, as rendered it the ar- 
biter of the affairs of Europe. This, Sir, he 
accompliſhed by that now-deſpiſed virtue, fru- 
gality, frugality in every branch of the reve- 
nue. Amongſt other wiſe regulations, then 
made by the government, was the eſtabliſh- 
ment of marines. But as it would be irregu- 
lar in me to deſire the houſe to take my word 
upon that head, I ſhall beg leave, Sir, to 
make the following motion, viz. That an bum- 
ble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 


* will be graciouſly pleaſed that the eſtabliſhment of 
* the fix regiments of the marine forces, for the 


third year of Queen Anne, be laid befare this 
houſe.” 


Sir William Yonge f. poke next to the following 
purpoſe : 5 


Sir William 


Tenge 8 
ſpeech. 


. 
- 


Sir, The duty of my poſt under his Majeſty 
obliges me to riſe, not to oppoſe this u. 
e : a. ** 
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MY 
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but to inform the houſe of a circumſtance, 
which, if gentlemen were not informed of, 
might perhaps raiſe ſome ſuſpicions of a de- 


ſign to ſecrete ſome of the papers mov'd for 


by the noble Lord. Sir, I can aſſure the 
houſe there is no ſuch deſign, for it would 
give me great ſatisfaction to meet with this 


eſtimate. But, Sir, ſince I came into the of- 


fice where I have now the honour to ſerve, I 
have been very aſſiduous in ſearching for the 
eſtabliſhment, but never could be ſo lucky as 
to find it. This, Sir, I can account for no o- 
therwiſe, than by ſuppoſing when the gentle- 
man, who was then under-ſecretary of war, 
had the misfortune of having his houſe burnt, 
together with moſt of his papers, many. of 
them relating to publick affairs, this eſtabliſh- 
ment, Sir, was deſtroy'd; for I am certain, 
had it been among the papers of the office 
where I am concern'd, I muſt have found it. 
Therefore, I think that, by agreeing to this 
addreſs, we ſhall only delay an affair which 
requires the moſt immediate diſpatch ; ſince, if 
it ſhould be preſented, I doubt not but his 
Majeſty would give orders for laying the pa- 
pers before the houſe. This, Sir, might take 
up a great deal of time, to no purpoſe. 

If, therefore, gentlemen are zealous and u- 
nanimous in the proſecution of this war, they 
will not propoſe any addreſs, or go into any 
meaſures that may procraſtinate our preparati- 
ons for carrying it on. The noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt, expreſs'd a very great deference to 
the ſenſe of this houſe, and I make not the 
leaſt doubt of it ; but I cannot help thinking, 
Sir, that if the eſtabliſhment which he has 
been pleaſed to move for, were diſcovered and 
laid before us, all the uſe that could be made 


of it, would be to give riſe to a debate of the 


B 2 - "© 


"0I' 


— 
* 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© ſame nature with that of yeſterday. The no- 
ble Lord, Sir, mentioned our great ſucceſs in 
the late war, and I can join with him, Sir, in 
© all the encomiums on the worthy miniſter 
whom he named : But I ſhould be forry, Sir, 
to find that any obſtructions were thrown in 
the way of the preſent, which were unknown 
to that adminiſtration, and ſhould be ſtill more 
ſorry were it done with a view to make the 
preſent miniſter unpopular, whom, I am per- 
ſuaded, his enemies would be glad to diſtreſs, 
even at the expence of the nation.“ 


a W a ο &A AA _ 6 


William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke next as follows: 


Sir, It is very ſtrange that the moſt fair and 
reaſonable motions that are made in this houſe, 
if they are not to'the liking of certain gentle- 
men, are immediately ſaid to be concerted 
with a view to diſtreſs the adminiſtration. 
The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt tells 
you that he does not riſe up to oppoſe the 
motion, but he tells you, at the ſame time, 
that he thinks it a very frivolous and unneceſ- 
ſary one. But what reaſon, Sir, does he give 
for all this? He has, it ſeems, been at great 
pains to ſearch for the eſtabliſhment moved 
for, in his own office, and becauſe he could 
not find it, he concludes that it muſt have 
been burnt amongſt the papers of a gentleman 
who had been under-ſecretary of war. I had 
the honour, Sir, once to be in that poſt which 
the honourable gentleman now ſo worthily 
+ fills, and I had a great many occaſions to look 
out for papers of this kind, it being at a time 
© when they were very much wanted. But, Sir, 
I don't recollect ever to have miſſed any one 
paper through that gentleman's misfortune, or 
© that any publick paper of conſequence was 
175 75 | * 
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_ © conſumed when his houſe was burnt. I, Sir, 
© had occaſion to ſearch for papers, that bore 
date before the ſeſſion mention'd in this mo- 
tion, that bore date in the very year, and af- 
ter it, but I found them all in regular order, 
and with great eaſe. 

I am far from ſuſpecting, Sir, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman did not ſearch very nar- 
rowly for this eſtabliſhment, and I am far from 
ſaying that ſuch a paper is in his office; but if 
it is not in his office, that is no reaſon Why it 
may not be in another, nor is it any reaſon 
why we ought not to addreſs his Majeſty in 
the terms of the preſent motion. For my 
own part, Sir, I never heard of this motion 
h before it was made by the noble Lord, but I 

think it would be very irregular in us to diſ- 
6. agree to it, merely becauſe the honourable 

« gentleman was ſo unfortunate; as not to find 
6 that eſtabliſhment 1 in his own office.” "4a I 


GG N W nan „ 


Colonel Bladen ſ] ſpoke 1 next. to the following 5 
purpoſe, | | 


- 


+ Sir, I am 1 en to 1 8 Colonel Bla. 
95 8 eſtabliſhment moved for by the noble Lord e ſpeech. 


was made, though I am not able to inform the 
© hquſe- of: the particulars, any farther than that 
an officer was appointed under the name of a 
commiſſary, who had the care of that efta- 
* bliſhment, and, I believe, deliver'd his papers 
into the ſecretary of war's office: So that, Sir, 
if they are not to be found there, we may de- 
© ſpair of finding them at all. But, Sir, there 
< is an honourable gentleman, a member of this 
© houſe, who was pay-maſter to thoſe marines, 
and who muſt know ſomething relating to that 
eſtabliſhment. I don't ſee the honourable gen- 


6. e preſent, but if he were, I dare ſay, the 
B 3 , houſe 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
houſe would receive much ſatisfaction from his 


s information.” 


Sir Robert Walpole a next in ſubſtance a8 


follows: 


Sir, I ſhall not oppoſe any 8 that may 


4 


by 
C: 
6 


ſerve to ſatisfy the houſe; but it ſeems ſurpri- 


zing to me, after this affair was ſo fully deba- 


ted yeſterday, to renew it to-day. I can eaſily 
ſee, Sir, that the tendency of this motion is to 
raiſe difficulties, and to gain time : No other 
tendency it can have. Yeſterday a motion was 
made, Sir, for having the marines drawn out 
of the ſtanding regiments; that motion was 


rejected: To-day another motion is made for 


having an eſtabliſhment laid before the houſe, 
which nobody knows where to find; and 
which, tho? it were exiſting, as probably it is 
not, muſt take up much time before it can be 
diſcover d. Had the firſt of theſe motions ta- 
ken place, we ſhould have heard nothing of the 
virtue and diſintereſtedneſs of a former great mi- 
niſter, whoſe memory I believe every body has 
a great veneration for. Should the preſent mo- 
tion, Sir, be admitted, all the reaſons brought 
for converting ſome of the ſtanding forces into 
marines, muſt fall to the ground; but ſtill, 
Sir, both motions have this conſequence, chat 
they keep up the ſpirit of diviſion and debate 
at 2a time when we have the greateſt reaſon to 
be unanimous. I ſhall therefore ſubmit it to 
gentlemen, how prudent, how dutiful it is in 


us, after his Majeſty has recommended to us, 


from the throne, to provide ſubſiſtence for the 
marines, to ſit here debating upon queſtions 
that can have no effect, but either to procraſ- 
tinate, or intirely to diſappoint his Royal En- 
© NEL for the fervice of the nation. If gen- 

d tlemen 
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tlemen are of opinion, that the eſtabliſkment 
moved for is abſolutely neceſſary to be ſeen, 
before we can grant the ſupplies neceſſary for 
the ſubſiſtence of the marines, let us immedi- 
ately agree to the motion : But, Sir, I am far 
from thinking it neceſſary ; I fear the bad con- 
ſequences that may attend our delays in this 


affair, will over-balance the benefits we can re- 
ceive from having thoſe papers laid before us; 
and, Sir, T muſt be of that opinion, until I ſee 
| reaſon to alter 1 ee 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; f. poke next as follows: 


Sir, The crown and publick have, doubt- mr. Sexgr's 
leſs, the higheſt reaſon to repoſe the moſt un- h. 


limited confidence in the capacity and dili- 
gence of their miniſters and officers, not one 
of whom knows how to find a paper! When 
it is wanted, one ſays it is burnt, another is of 
the ſame opinion, and a third, who ought to 
know better than both, thinks it a matter of 
indifference, whether it is burnt or not, for it 
would be of no ſervice to us. We are, I find, 

to have at leaſt the pleaſure of variety, and to 
ſee our forces, if not upon a good, upon a new 
eſtabliſhment, ſince not one of thoſe concern'd 
in this affair knows, or even pretends to know 


the regulations made on the like occaſion al- 


moſt in the laſt reign. I always thought, Sir, 
that precedents were proper directions for a mi- 
niſter to form his conduct upon, in caſes ex- 


actly parallel. I conceive, Sir, we are to have 
a body of marines raiſed without delay; are 


we not? If we are, is it not very proper, that 


we ſhould know the footing upon which our 
former marines were ſettled? We had more 
money at that time than we have now, and 
therefore we have now more need to be fru- 
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gal; we were in much greater danger then than 
we are now, and therefore the government in 
that reign was under much ſtronger obligations 
not to ſacrifice ſafety to parſimony. It is true, 
Sir, we have better miniſters now than they 
had then, and a juſt dependence on their known 
abilities ought to lay all our apprehenſions 
aſleep: But I muſt beg leave to ſay, that how- 
ever knowing in other particulars, they don't 
ſeem to underſtand one word of what they 
have ſaid or been told, either yeſterday or to- 
day upon this ſubject. Indeed, the honourable 
gentleman might have waſted many of his va- 


ſuable hours before he had found this eſtabliſh- 


ment in his office; for what relation had the 


marines to the ſecretary of war? But what the 


honourable gentleman does not ſeem to know, 
T will inform him of. He ought to have gone 


to: the admiralty-office, and there he might 
have eaſily found 1t: The marines, Sir, that 
were raiſed in the third year of Queen Anne, 
were under the direction of the Lord High Ad- 
miral, they were commanded by him, and had 


nothing to do with the land officers. There- 


fore, Sir, an honourable gentleman, tho? he 
did not think proper to explain it, had very 


good reaſon for ſaying yeſterday, that the for- 


ces now to be raiſed under the name of ma- 
rines, were a quite different ſpecies of troops 


from thoſe that were raiſed in the third year of 


Queen Anne : They, Sir, were properly ma- 
rines, their buſineſs was at ſea, and they were 
very ſeldom or never ſent upon land ſervice. 
Another thing, Sir, I muſt acquaint gentle- 
men with, leſt they ſhauld happen not to know 
it, Je, that the government, in the reign of 
that Queen, thought ſome regard ought to be 
had to the trade of this nation; they ſaw very 
fy (what ſeems, indeed, not hard to diſ- 

cover, 
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cover, tho” it has hitherto eſcaped the piercing 


eyes of our preſent miniſtry) that if every ſhip + 


which came home was to be deprived of her 
ſeamen, and left without hands to bring her 


into port, in a ſhort time no ſhip would go 
out, and an end would ſoon be put to our na- 


vigation. What new notions have been of late 
advanced, I know not; but it is whiſpered, if 
not clamoured, that the commanders of our 
ſhips of war act in a very illegal, arbitrary 
manner. I don't ſpeak, Sir, of the practice 
of impreſſing, tho* I think it a very ſcanda- 
lous one, and contrary to the privileges of a 
free ſubject; I ſpeak of their leaving not above 


the maſter, his mate, and a boy, to bring a 


homeward bound ſhip- of perhaps 2, 3, or 400 
ton to port, thro* a very dangerous and diffi- 
cult navigation, as that upon our coaſts is 


known to be. I have indeed heard, Sir, that 


the captain of a man of war has been obliged 
to lend the maſters, whoſe men have been im- 
preſs'd, ſailors ſufficient to bring their ſhips 
into the harbour : But, Sir, I have heard at 
the ſame time, that they commonly put on 
board ſuch. ſhips the worſt hands they can fix 
upon, . tho* that part of navigation requires the 
greateſt judgment and experience. Therefore, 
Sir, the maſters of the veſſels, who have the 


misfortune to fall into their power, receive lit- 


tle recompenſe for the loſs of ſerviceable men, 
in ſuch worthleſs ſupplies, ſuch mock-aſſiſ- 
tance. I lately heard, Sir, of a very melan- 
choly accident that happened by this manage- 
ment; but as I cannot depend upon my infor- 
mation, I ſhall not repreſent it to the houſe. 
However this be, Sir, it 1s certain, that the 
government under Queen Ane look d upon 
this as a very oppreſſive method, and which 
call'd aloud for redreſs. For this reaſon, a, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
they very wiſely choſe to ſupply the number of 
hands that were impreſs'd from a ſhip, by ma- 
rines, who were inſtructed in the art of navi- 
gation, and obliged to navigate the ſhip they 
were put on board of, into port: This, Sir, 
had an excellent effe& upon our commerce, as 
there were 6 or 7000 marines upon the eſta- 
bliſhment, who were all able failors, and very 
few accidents happen'd from the impreſs. That 
number, under a proper management, was 
found ſufficient for all the purpoſes of the 
navy, and ſupplied all the neceffities' of our 
merchant-men. But will the right honourable 
gentleman affirm, that the marines now intend- 
ed to be raiſed, are to be under the ſame regu- 


lation? No, Sir, I believe he will not. 


There are other very apparent differences 
betwixt thoſe and the marines we are now to 


have, which will be beſt explained, when the 


eſtabliſhment is laid before the houſe. I ſhall 


trouble gentlemen no further than to obſerve, 
that there can be no danger of any delay, tho' 


we ſhould agree to this motion, ſince the gen- 
tlemen in the adminiſtration know now to what 
office they are to apply for the ſatisfaction 


which the houſe may require; nor would there, 
Sir, have been any occaſion for this motion, 


had the motion of yeſterday been agreed to. 
The ſtate of the queſtion is plainly changed; 


the motion of yeſterday regarded rather the 


body of forces that are to ſerve on board his 
Majeſty's fleet, and not properly marines; but 
ſince we have been informed, that the forces 


Propoſed to be raiſed are in every reſpect ma- 


rines, this motion becomes very neceſſary; for 
unleſs the eſtabliſhment be produc*d, the houſe 
can have no regular information what a marine 


is, and we muſt take every thing upon truſt 


from the gentlemen in the adminiſtration. 
. FThere- 


c 
c 


Therefore, Sir, I hope the motion will be a- 


greed to.“ 


Lord Polwarth f. poke next to the following 


purpoſe. 
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« Sir, I think it is not proper, at this junc- 


ture, to keep the houſe any longer in ſuſ- 
penſe; therefore, leſt I ſhould not have ano- 


ther opportunity, I will now inform gentle- 
men, that, for my own private ſatisfaction, I 
have procur'd a copy of the eſtabliſhment mo- 
ved for, which I now have in my hand; and 


as the gentlemen over the way appear all ſo 


very much at a loſs about thoſe matters, they 


11 


Lord Pol- 
earth's 


pech. 


are welcome to look into it, which, if they 


ſhall: pleaſe to do, I believe they will very rea- 
dily own it to be an authentick copy. 

By this eſtabliſnment, Sir, it appears, that 
the body of marines mentioned were a very 
uſeful, frugal body, conſiſting of a great num- 
ber of private men, and few officers: Every 
company, inſtead of fifty-ſix or fifty effective 
men, with a great number of officers, con- 
tain'd one hundred men, with very few offi- 
cers. Thus it is evident, Sir, you had more 
men, at half of the expence which the body 
of marines now propoſed to be raiſed, muſt 
coſt the nation. I don't know, indeed, whe- 
ther this frugality is any recommendation of 
the eftabliſhment- to certain gentlemen; but I 


think it is very evident, that if we don't fol- 
low that eſtabliſhment, the forces we are now 


to raiſe are not marines, but land forces ſerving 
on board his Majeſty's fleet, and therefore they 
are an addition to our ſtanding army. With 


what view ſuch an addition is made, Sir, I leave 
gentlemen to judge: I am ſure our land army 
is ſufficiently provided for already, with regard 
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© to all the ſervices which the nation can require 
in this war. If we are to increaſe our forces, 
Sir, it ought to be our ſea forces: Theſe, Sir, 
© the nation never can be jealous of, becauſe 
© they are her beſt and moſt natural ſecurity, and 
© it is by theſe alone, that we can hope to ap- 


0 pear formidable to the reſt of the world. If, 


Mr. Pulte. 
wey's ſpeech, 


P 


© therefore, we are reſolved to do any thing ef. 


fectual againſt Spain, we ought to be guided 


1 that eſtabliſnment; but if we mean only to 
gain a plauſible pretence of increaſing our land 


© forces, already too numerous and burdenſome, 


* it may be very proper to have no regard to it. 


I hope, however, the gentlemen in the admi- 


* niſtration will be ſo ingenuous, as not to de- 
ceive the publick, by giving the troops that 
© are to be raiſed the denomination of marines, 
* ſince they will bear no manner of enn 
* to marines. | CO > * 


William alen, Eſq; f. ſpoke n next to che fol 
lowing purpoſe. 


16") * 


© ] am glad, Sir, what? it is now no er 
poſſible to conceal from the houſe the great 
importance of the preſent motion, to which 
we ſhould ſtill have been ſtrangers, if the no- 
ble Lord who made it, had not procur'd a 
copy of this eſtabliſhment ; for it is eaſy to 
ſee, from what has already paſs'd, that we 
ſhould not have had it any other way. But, 
Sir, I cannot but think it very extraordinary, 
that gentlemen ſhould take it upon them to in- 
form the houſe, that they believe any paper 
© which is moved for, as of conſequence to the 
< publick, cannot be had: This has not been hi- 
therto the proper place for ſuch an anſwer, un- 
< leſs it be delivered by way of meſſage fram 
the crown; and even then, Sir, I believe i 
| * have 
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have been inſtances, when this houſe would 
not have been quite ſatisfied, 1f, upon an ad- 
dreſs for a paper which they thought neceſſary, 
the crown had return'd an anſwer, that it was 
miſlaid or deſtroy'd. However, Sir, I have 
juſt now look*d into that eſtabliſnment, not 
without ſome ſurprize to find, that there is ſo 
great a difference betwixt the forces that are to 
be now raiſed, and the marines in the third 
year of Queen Anne: I knew there was a dif- 
ference, but did not think it had been ſo con- 
ſiderable; for I find, that there was not only 
almoſt double the number of men in a com- 
pany, but that there were fewer officers, and 
even thoſe upon a more ſparing allowance. 

« Sir, it is very well known, that I never have 
yet been a friend to French maxims of govern- 


ment, they are calculated only for a nation of 


ſlaves; and however ſafe and profitable they 
may be for the governors, however they may 
contribute to the ſecurity of a tyrant, they are 
certainly deſtructive of all the happineſs that 


ariſes from liberty, of all the privileges of a 


rational being. Their government is military, 
as all other governments, built not upon the 
choice, but fear of the people, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be. But, Sir, tho* I would be far from 
adopting into our ſyſtem of civil policy any of 
their principles, yet I believe it may be found 
very neceſſary and prudent to imitate them in 
their military policy ; becauſe, their govern- 
ment depending upon it, we may preſume, 


that they have ſtudied it more than we, and 


left no means untry'd. to bring it as near to 
perfection as 1s poſſible. This, Sir, ſeems to 
have been the notion of our miniſtry at the 
time when the eſtabliſhment movꝰd for was ſet- 
tled; for I find it indeed no other than a tran- 


ſcript of the French regulations of the marine, 
5 2 | « who, 
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who, by the frugal management laid down 
there, are enabled to furniſh a body of marines 
at leſs expence than they can the ſame number 
of land forces, and the frugality of their plan 
conſiſts in nothing more than in aſſigning but 
few officers to a great number of private men, 
Nov, Sir, as the honourable gentleman and 
his friends have again and again infinuated by 
their fears, that we may be obliged to break 
with France, for it was almoſt ſolely from that 
apprehenſion, that they drew their arguments 
yeſterday ; I ſhall only give you a plain rea- 
ſon, drawn from common life, why we ought 
to adopt this regulation. Let me ſuppoſe, 
Sir, that I am to go to law with another per- 
ſon, who owes me a ſum of money, and whoſe 
purſe is equally weighty with my own ; that 
the Jaw-ſuit, as law-ſuits often are, will prove 
very tedious and expenſive: Now, Sir, is it 
not plain, that if Thall ſpend three ſhillings, 
while my antagoniſt lays out but two, that my 
purſe muſt be exhauſted ſooner than his; and 
conſequently, that judgment will go againſt 
me, or if it ſhould not, that when it is ended, 
I ſhall be ſo much the poorer or my antago- 
«© nift? We are upon the brink of a war with 
France; ſhe has, by a long ſeries of well-cone 
* ducted meaſures, raiſed her power, and ex- 
© tended her commerce, and conſequently her 
< purſe muſt be heavier than ours, whoſe com- 
< merce, upon which our power depends, has 
been ſo long declining. But granting her purſe 
< to be only equal to ours, if we ſpend moſt in 
<. the courſe of the war, our purſe will be ſooner 
< drain'd, and therefore we muſt act under 
great diſadvantages. I know it will be ſaid, 
Sir, that the expending a little money upon a 
< proper occaſion, and at a proper time, may ſave 
© a great deal upon other occaſions, and at other 


times: 
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times: But that argument can have no weight 


here, unleſs gentlemen can prove, that there 


is a proper occaſion, that it is much better to 


have marines upon the eſtabliſhment of land 
forces, than upon that which the noble Lord 
moved for; which, tho' I have many proofs 
of their courage, I believe they will not at- 


tempt. | N 
I know, Sir, it is not very regular in me to 


advance any fact in this houſe, unleſs it is un- 
queſtionable, or capable of immediate proof; 


therefore, Sir, what I have to mention, is ſub- 


mitted to the houſe, and it's not to be doubt- 
ed, that if I ſhould advance any thing con- 
trary to truth, there will not be wanting ei- 
ther abilities or inclination to confute me. I 
have heard, Sir, that his Majeſty was adviſed 
to inſert the mention of the marines in his 


ſpeech, after all their officers were nam'd and 


had receiv'd their commiſſions. I am ſorry, 
Sir, to think that any miniſter, however uſed 
to triumph over oppoſition, ſhould ſo far pre- 
ſume upon the approbation of this houſe to 
any plan, to act as if we had actually agreed 


to it. But this practice, Sir, has of late been 
too cuſtomary, and may in time creep up ſo 
as to render the advice and aſſent of this houſe 


to meaſures, previouſly concerted by the mi- 
niſter, only empty form, and idle ceremony. 


Some gentlemen graſp at power for them- 


ſelves, my views are to give ſtrength to the 
nation. The method that has been follow'd 


in raiſing thoſe forces that are the ſubje& of 
our debate, certainly was the moſt proper for 


a miniſter's attaining the one; but the regy- 
lation laid down by the eſtabliſhment now 


mov'd for, is the only means of producing 
the other. I ſhall trouble the houſe no far- 


ther, Sir, ſince I believe every gentleman, by 


* looking 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© looking into this eſtabliſhment, is convinc'd. 


Jof the propriety of the motion, and if gen- 


< tlemen have any thing to object to the method 
© therein laid down, there is a proper time for 
© the doing it, when it is regularly communi- 
* cated to the houſe ; in the mean time, I hope 
there will be no farther debate upon the mo- 
< tion,” | en 


Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke next to the following 
purpoſe. be | 


© Sir, As I begin now to diſcover the ten- 
dency of this motion, I do not riſe to oppoſe 
it; for I do not think it of any conſequence 
whether we agree to it or not. If gentlemen, 
at a time when unanimity and diſpatch are not 
only in the moſt affectionate manner recom- 
mended from the throne, but required in a 
more particular manner by our-preſent circum- 
ſtances, will throw in motions that can ſerve 


tention and delay, let them anſwer for the con- 
ſequences. For my part, Sir, I have always 
been ſo tender of ſetting afide any motion 
which gentlemen thought regular, that I have 
ſometimes, when the conſequences appeared 
not very formidable, forborn to oppoſe mo- 
tions very much contrary to my own ſenti- 
ments; for it never ſhall be ſaid, with truth, 
that I will oppoſe a motion that is not irregu- 
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lar and improper, merely becauſe it is inſigni- 


ficant, or may be inconvenient to particular 
< perſons. Every gentleman has a right to call 
for what lights he thinks proper, as a member 


Jof this houſe, and I perceive gentlemen have 


a mind to ſtretch that right to its full extent. 
The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
but one, ſeemed to value himſelf upon having 
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been able to inform the houſe where the eſti- 
mate mov'd for is to be found. If I or my 
* friends had imagined that any gentleman would 
have mov'd for that eſtimate, we ſhould pro- 
© bably have been at the ſame pains to have im 


formed ourſelyes as the honourable gentleman. 


* When we were informed by his Majeſty's 

C ſpeech, that he intended to raiſe a body of ma- 
« rines, I don't believe that there was a gentle- 
man in this houſe, or even in the whole king- 
dom, who could imagine that theſe marines 
< were to be upon the eſtabliſhment of the third 


« year of Queen Ame. It is very well known, 


Sir, that that eſtabliſhment, as much as it has 
© been recommended by the honourable gentle- 


man who ſits near me, from the example of 


« France, was found attended with ſuch 1 inconve- 
© niencies, that four years after it was quite laid 
'< aſide. The marines were appointed for the 
* ſafety of the Leeward Hands, and our other 
ſettlements in America, where they were regi- 
< mented, and where they ſtill continue; and 
< inſtead of them, land forces were appointed to 
© ſerve. on board the fleet. Theſe land forces, 
C Sir, were commonly called marines, as well 
as thoſe who were diſcharged, and were re 

© lated exactly according to the eſtabliſhment 
intended for the preſent marines, as to the 
0 proportion between the number of officers and 
private men. Beſides, if thoſe who favour the 
C preſent motion had condeſcended to conſult 
« the words of his Majeſty's ſpeech, it would 
© have ſet them right upon this head, and 
« ſhown them that the miniſtry did not intend, 


* by any equivocation, to ſteal upon che nation 


an augmentation of the ſtanding army, as has 
been in plain terms afferted by the honoura-, 
ble gentleman. His Majeſty, therein, indeed, 
does mention marines; but then he gives us to 
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© underſtand, that theſe marines were to be ſoldi- 
ers, and not ſailors, as the honourable gentle- 
man ſays the marines were in the third year of 
Queen Anne. Therefore, Sir, I think his Ma- 
« jeſty, or, (if gentlemen will rather have it ſo) 
they who adviſed his Majeſty's ſpeech, dealt 
very plainly with the publick; for had there 
© been any intention to equivocate, they would 
©. have kept to the general word marines, and 
then gentlemen would have had ſome ſhadow 
of reaſon to pretend that they had been im- 
poſed upon. But give me leave to ſay that 
© theſe gentlemen are very much miſtaken, if 
$ they imagine that there is ſo great a difference 
© betwixt the expences of the eſtabliſhment that 
is now propoſed, and that in the third year of 
© Queen Ane. Mention is indeed made in that 
« eſtabliſhment of one hundred men to one 
© company; but, Sir, there is nothing better 
* known to gentlemen, who are old enough to 
remember the forces on that eſtabliſhment, 
than that thirty, or five and thirty men were 
© always deficient in every company ; ſo that the 
effective men amounted but to ſixty-five or ſe- 
venty at moſt. The money, Sir, that was al- 
< lowed by Parliament for raiſing theſe thirty 
men, was ſwallowed by their officers; and no- 
thing was more eaſy than, by a knaviſh con- 

© federacy betwixt the officers who commanded 
© the marines, and the officers who commanded 
< the ſailors, to make the marines upon occa- 
« fion paſs for ſailors, and the ſailors for ma- 
rines; and thus the publick ſuffered on both 
©; hands. This, with a great many other rea- 


© ſons, was ſufficient to induce the government to 


make an alteration of that plan, and to put 


the forces ſerving on board the fleet upon the 


< eſtabliſhment of land forces. 
oy E le 
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The government and miniſtry that made 


this alteration, were the ſame who projected 


the eſtabliſhment of the third of Queen Anne, 
and if their authority be ſufficient to recom- 
mend that eſtabliſhment, it muſt be of equal 
weight to juſtify the alteration, which was not 
made but upon juſt and weighty reaſons. But 


if J might be indulged in a conjecture, I 


ſhould be apt, Sir, to think, that the govern- 
ment, in. agreeing to the eſtabliſhment of the 
third of Queen Auue, did it chiefly. with a 
view -of pleaſing the Conſort of that Queen, 
who was then Lord High Admiral. The new 
marines which were to be under his command, 
or that of his admirals and deputies, was a 
very large acceſſion to his power; but I imagine 
that the gentlemen who now act as commiſſi- 
oners in the office that was then totally veſted 
in him, will not expect that any ſuch compli- 
ment ſhould be paid them by the legiſlature. 

The honourable gentleman, Sir, who ſpoke 
laſt, brought an argument in favour of the e- 
ſtabliſhment of the third of Queen Anne, that 
I did not expect to hear advanced in this 
houſe, by a profeſſed advocate for the princi- 


| pics of liberty. The French, ſaid he, are, or 


ought to be, our patterns, and they take care 
to put an hundred men into every company of 
their marines. But, Sir, if they are to be our 
directors in this piece of military policy, why 


ſhould we not copy from them their whole 


ſyſtem? The honourable gentleman inſiſts upon 
it, that they are the beſt judges of military af- 
fairs, and that we ought therefore to imitate 
them. But, I believe, Sir, if the miniſtry 


were to extend the military powers, and were 


to bring in a bill into this houſe for making 
the authority of a field-officer as great as that 
of a juſtice of the peace, and Tupported it 
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with no better argument for doing it, than 
that it was practiſed among the French, who 
underſtand military diſcipline better than any 
people in Europe, I appeal to the honourable 
gentleman himſelf, if he would not be the 
firſt. in this ou to oppoſe ſuch a bill? How 
would the miniſtry then be charged with be- 
ing the tools of Europe, and accuſed of a de- 
ſign to-introduce French maxims of govern- 
ment! I obſerve that gentlemen, in their op- 
< poſition to the adminiſtration, make it their 
* buſineſs to collect precedents and examples 
from their neighbours, and if they can find 
any thing parallel to them practiſed by the go- 
< vernment, let it be never ſo reaſonable, then 
it is always the univerfal clamour, that the go- 
< vernment immediately deſigns to reduce the 
< whole conſtitution to the French form, that 
they may make themſelves arbitrary. But if 
« ſome gentlemen have a favourite meaſure in 
view, which correſponds with any thing prac- 
< tiſed by the government of France, that argu- 
< ment 1s ſo far from being a reproach to it, and 
ga reaſon why it ought not to be purſued, that it 
is recommended ſolely on that account. The 
French are, then, an extremely wiſe and polite 
people, their governors underſtand the intereſt 


© of their country, and nothing but corruption 


and prodigality hinder us from following the 


- © ſame meaſures. 


* The honourable gentleman was pleaſed to 
give us, what he called, a plain reaſon drawn 
* from private life, why we ſhould adopt the 
* French {ſyſtem of marines. If I ſhall go to 
law, ſaid he, with a purſe equal to that of my 


© antagoniſt, and ſhall ſpend more than he does, 


© then my purſe muſt be ſooneſt exhauſted, and 
I ſhall certainly ſuffer in the iſſue. But, Sir, 
I don't ſee how the application is juſt in caſe 
| a 
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of a war betwixt us and France. I don't deny 
but that it is poſſible we may be engaged in a 
© war with that power, but if we be, I ſee no 
«© reaſon either for adopting any part either of 
her civil or military policy into our ſyſtem. 
If that is to be done in the caſe of the ma- 
£ rines, I ſhould be glad to know why it ought 
not to be done in the caſe of land forces too. 


© Tf the military policy of France has been 


brought to ſo great perfection, why are not all 
our military exerciſes copied from them? Wh 

do we not procure tranſcripts of the eſtabliſn- 
ment of every regiment in their ſervice, and 
regulate ours by the ſame plan? Why don't 
we ſettle the pay both of our officers and ſol- 
diers according to their unexceptionable exam- 
ple? This, Sir, would be frugality indeed, 
and were this done, Sir, the honourable gen- 
tleman's argument would receive its full force; 
but we find it was diſregarded all the time of 
the war under the reign of Queen Anne. At 
that time, Sir, the expences we went to, were 
much greater than thoſe of France; our offi- 
cers of every rank were paid, I believe, a 
third more than thoſe of the enemy; there- 
fore it would have then appeared, according 
to the honourable gentleman's way of reaſon- 
ing, that tho? our purſe had been equal to that 
of France, yet it muſt have been much ſooner 
exhauſted. But, Sir, I never heard that any 
gentleman was ſa publick-ſpirited, as to riſe 
up and declare in this houſe, that the nation 
muſt be ruined, if the military policy of the 
French was not adopted here. But will any 
gentleman, Sir, in this houſe, ſay that redu- 
Cing the pay of our marines to the ſame with 
that of the French will be practicable ? Is not 
every body, who knows the leaſt of the French 
nation, ſenſible, that an Exgliſb officer or ſol- 
| | C3 -— dier 
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dier would ſtarve upon the allowance on which 
the French could be luxurious? 

Let the honourable gentleman then, Sir, 
* firſt alter the manners of the people, let him 
render the Enghiſh equally abſtemious, ſober, 
and temperate with the French, and then, Sir, 
the French military policy would not at all be 
impracticable here. There are gentlemen in the 


| © houſe, Sir, who, I dare ſay, have had ſome 


opportunities of knowing in what manner the 
French ſoldiers lived in the time of the late 
$ ſcarcity which prevailed i int hat nation. They 
received no. more than their ordinary pay, 
* which amounts to little more than three ſhil- 
lings and fix pence of our money, and provi- 
* ſions of all kinds were twice as dear as uſual ; 
yet, Sir, they never mutinied, nay, they ap- 
« peared to be much more happy than the other 
inferior ſort of people, who were all forced to 

go a begging, and were ready to tear their ſu- 
F periors in pieces. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I can fe but one way 
of recommending the French ſyſtem, and that 
is, by the miniſtry deſerving the character 
* which he and his friends are "pleaſed to give 
© us. Woe need, Sir, only throw aſide all con- 
« cern for trade, "all regard for the intereſt and 
* honour of the nation abroad, all care for the 


+ eaſe and ſafety of the people at home; in 


6 ſhort, Sir, we need- but introduce French max- 
© itms of civil government, and we ſhall be ſoon 
under a neceſſity of adopting thoſe in their mi- 
© litary. Riches and trade introduce luxury, but 
© a poor and an Teer people muſt live as 
their poverty and their oppreſſion will allow 

* them. 

We have heard a great deal of the virtues 
of the French miniſter; and, Sir, I am ſo far 


* from detracting from them, that I think it 
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her commerce. 


money in the nation. 
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would be for the mutual intereſt of France and 
England too, if ſuch a miniſter were always at 
the head of the government of France: But gen- 


tlemen talk as if the natural intereſt of England 


and France were abſolutely incompatible; and 


- 


from this would infer, that every firft miniſter 


in France, if he ſincerely conſults the intereſts 
of his own country, muſt ruin and undermine 
thoſe of England. Sir, in my humble opini- 
on, it is very poſlible for a miniſter of France, 
as the preſent miniſter does, to make the peo- 
ple of France as happy as the form of their 
conſtitution and government will admit of, 
and yet give Great Britain no juſt grounds for 
being jealous that he does it at the expence of 

1 appeal to facts, Sir, admit- 
ting the increaſe of the commerce of France 
to be as great as it has of late years been 
given out to be; yet how can that affect us, 


if we are ſenſible that our own commerce is in 
a more flouriſhing condition, than it was when 
that of France was precarious and obſtructed ?_ 
Can gentlemen pretend that we have ſunk in 


one branch of trade without rifing proportion- 


ably in another? Can they pretend that we 


employ a leſs number of ſhips now than for- 


. merly ? Can they ſay that there is leſs money 
in the nation now than there was formerly? I 


believe, Sir, it might be made appear to a de- 
monſtration, that our exports are greater than 


ever were known; and it is only by the ex- 


ports of a nation that the ftate of its com- 
merce can be examined. It can be made ap- 
pear, Sir, . by the experience of every man in 
trade, that our credit daily gains ground; and 
I believe there is not a gentleman in this houſe 
who, if he ſpeaks his real ſentiments, will not 
own that he never knew ſuch abundance of 
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Why then are we to make any alteration in 
our military policy? Becauſe, ſay gentlemen, 
we can't afford to ſpend more than France. I 
will venture to ſay, Sir, that we are at preſent 
in a better condition than we were towards the 
end of the laſt war, and yet I heard of no 
ſuch propoſals at that time. * But, fays the ho- 
nourable ge entleman, the French are very much 
increafed in trade ſince that period, and there- 


fore their purſe muſt be much more weighty 


now than it was then. Sir, if their trade 1s 
increaſed, ſo is ours: But what proofs have we 


of ſuch 158 increaſe of their trade as is com- 


monly ſuppoſed? Does it appear from the 
great number of their ſhips Which they em- 
ploy? No, Sir, I believe it will be found 


vpon enquiry, that in all the branches of trade 
wiich they have improved, they employ Bri- 


tiſh veſſels as carriers, and that there has been 
but a very inconſiderable addition made to 
their ſhipping, notwithſtanding the long peace 
they have enjoyed, and the great opportunities 
they have had. But, Sir, I ſay it again, tho? 
the French had of late received this great ac- 
ceſſion of power and trade, is that any reaſon 
why the Britiſh miniſtry ſhould be libelled and 
traduced ? Is it any reaſon, Sir, why the go- 
vernment here ſhould be blamed for not de- 
claring war, or at leaſt breaking with France ? 
Has ſhe done any thing inconſiſtent with trea- 
ties? Has ſhe invaded any of our poſſeſſions ? 
Has ſhe broken my ſtipulations that were 
made in our favour? No; if ſhe has increaſed 
her power and trade of late, ſhe has done it 


by means which we have no reaſon to com- 


plain of, therefore it would be unjuſt, as well 
as impolitick, to break with her upon that ac- 
count. I ſhould not have mentioned this here, 
{ Sir, h had I not for ſome time obſeryed, that 

« gentlemen 
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gentlemen never mention the power and com: 
* merce of France but with a deſign to depreci- 0 


ate that of Great Britain: With how much 
Juſtice, Sir, I leave every unprejudiced ex- 
aminer to determine... France can never violate 
any of our rights of commerce, unlefs ſhe has 


' 1 Þ mas 
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a power at ſea ſufficient to ſupport her; bur 91 
while this is covered with our armaments, the 14 
intereſts of this nation muſt be ſafe. Had 
France, during the long peace ſhe has enjoyed, 1 
been concerting meaſures for rendering herſelf 1 
the rival of our naval force, then, indeed, the uf 
government here might have found reaſon to #5 
look upon her with a jealous eye. But, Sir, na 
the clk is quite otherwiſe; ſhe is not near ſo 14 
powerful now by ſea as ſhe was in the laſt war, 14 


and our power is increaſed. This is a plain, | 
and indeed the moſt convincing proof, that 1 
ſhe has no ambitious views to the prejudice of Wa 
this nation, and that if ſhe had, they may | 
_ + eaſily be fruſtrated. 8 it 
But while I fay this, I am far from thinking * 
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5 that we have nothing to dread from France; nn 
I know, Sir, how formidable ſhe is on another 1 
element, where we ſhall be unable to oppoſe 10 
her, without a ſtrong army of land forces; I J 

know what ſtrong motives that nation has i 
from intereſt, and her Monarch from blood N 
and relation, to be jealous, if we ſhould be = | 
too ſucceſsful againſt Spain; but I know at the 11 


< ſame time, Sir, it is in our own: power, if we 
© are ſteady in our counſels, aud united amon . 
© ourſelves, to defeat the attempts of both. 1 


The knowledge of this, Sir, makes me de- f 
« clare againſt every meaſure that may weaken 1 

us at home, even tho' it ſhould be attended i 

+ with a little ſaving to the nation. | i 

© I aſk pardon of the houſe for taking up 18 

E © their time thus long upon a point that does 18 


not 1 
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not indeed admit of debate, ſince. I believe 

there will not be a ſingle negative to the mo- 
tion. But when gentlemen throw out reflec- 
tions and ſuggeſtions, they are apt to FIND, 
if no notice 1s taken of them. 

< I ſhall now, Sir, only fay two words in an- 
ſwer to what was further alledged by the ho- 


nourable gentleman. He was pleaſed to re- 


mark, and to inforce his obſervation with 
great warmth of language, that it was an in- 
tolerable indignity to the honour of this 
houſe, that the officers of the marine regi- 
ments were appointed before this houſe bad 
agreed that the levies ſhould be made. Sir, 
: believe there is not;,a more fundamental 
maxim in all, the Engliſh conſtitution, than 
that his Majeſty may provide for. the ſafety of 
the nation, whenever he conceives it to be en- 
dangered ; and this, Sir, he may do by raiſing 
whatever number of troops: he thinks proper. 
It is true, the Parliament is to judge how far 


it was neceſſary in ſuch; an exigency to raife 


theſe troops, and to determine whether the na- 
tion ſhall pay them or not. This power in the 
Sovereign, Sir, in former times, when Parlia- 
ments were ſeldom called, or, if called, im- 
mediately diſmiſſed if they were not obſequi- 
ous to the court, was dangerous in the hands 
of a weak or ambitious Prince ; but, Sir, there 
is no danger now that any bad uſe can. be 
made of it. His Majeſty, every year, gives 


the Parliament an opportunity of offering him 


their advice, or of approving, or diſappro- 


ving, the meaſures of his miniſtry. During 


our receſs, he entered into a war, urged. to it 
by the unanimous advice of his injured peo- 
ple. This war was to. be ſupported with vi- 


gour. Was his Majeſty to delay the raiſing 
* marine regiments till the meeting of the 


6 * Parlia- 
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< Parliament, and then delay it longer till .all 
© the forms of this hoyſe and the other are 
gone thro* in ſettling their allowance ? No, 
Sir, he was to ſhew the enemy that he had a 
juſt confidence in his people, and that he was 
reſolved to obtain e for their injuries, 
by making the moſt vigorous and effectual 
preparations. Had he delayed nominating the 
officers, he muſt have likewiſe delayed to levy 
the troops, ſince it is well known that this is 
the buſineſs of the officers; and this is a delay 
that might have been attended with very de- 
ſtructive conſequences. : 8 

But what the honourable gentleman ſeems 
moſt offended at, is, that the commiſſions on 
this new eſtabliſhment muſt create a great 
many friends to the miniſtry, or, if he will, 
the miniſter. Sir, I believe every gentleman 
will readily grant, that if they can be of any 
ſervice to the miniſtry, it muſt be becauſe ei- 
ther - themſelves or their friends fit in this 
houſe. Now, Sir, I have looked over the liſt 
of the promotions that have been made of the 
marines, and I can't find that any one of the 
officers that have been newly made, either fits 
himſelf, or has any friends that fit in this | 
houſe ; at leaſt, Sir, I will venture to ſay that = | 
not one of them have been advanced upon a = | 
parliamentary recommendation, and will defy 
the honourable gentleman to prove the con- 
trary. | 

It is poſſible, indeed, Sir, that ſome. of 
their friends may fit in this houſe, but if we 
were to promote nobody. who had the leaſt re- 
lation or dependance upon any member here, 
or in another place, I am afraid that the nation 
would loſe ſome of her beſt and moſt promi- 
ſing officers. The ſum, therefore, of what 
the honourable gentleman has ſaid on this 


head 
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head is, that his Majeſty ought never, on any 
account, to make the leaſt addition to his land 
forces without conſulting him and his friends ; 
or if he does, that they at leaſt ſhould have 
the nomination of the officers. This, Sir, ac- 
cording to him, *would give ſtrength to the 
nation, but it would be ſuch a 8 as 
would only operate in miſchief, and tear in 
pieces the conſtitution. 5 
Upon the whole, Sir, I am far from oppo- 
ſing this motion, I only think it has provoked 
gentlemen to uſe a great many harſh expreſſi- 
ons, and to advance a great many facts that 
might better have been ſpared. Had the mo- 
tion been made as it ought to have been, and 
gentlemen given their reaſons for it, without 
entering into what was quite foreign, I ſhould 
neither have given the houſe nor myfelf this 
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Upon putting the queſtion, the motion was 
agreed to without a diviſion. l 


is Thurſday, November 29, Sir William Wyndham 
ſtood up and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, vzz. 


Sir Filliom Sir, The great expence in which the nation 
| is involved by the preſent war, gives us a 
right to know by what means, and by whoſe 
encouragement, an enemy, that 1s, in appear- 
ance, by no means equal to the ſtrength which 
this nation is able to exert, has ventured to 
provoke us. War, Sir, 1s a terrible evil, e- 
ſpecially to a trading — — and even the 
preſent war, if it could have been avoided 
without forfeiting all the honour, without ru- 
ining all the intereſts of this nation, ought not 
to have been declared; but it is a war, Sir, of 
neceſſity, as every war ought to be, and not 
= choice; 
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1739. DEBATES 
choice; it is a war juſtifiable by every maxim 
of government, by every principle of ſelf- 
preſervation ; a war in which every thing that 
is dear or valuable is endangered. Bur, Sir, 
the ſtronger the reaſons were which forced us 


into this war, the more worthy the attention 
of this houſe is every ſtep which led us into 


the neceſſity of declaring it. The world, Sir, 
has hitherto been very much at a loſs, with re- 
gard to the management of the national inte- 
reſts at the court of Spain. If we are to judge 
by appearances, if we are to truſt our own ſen- 
ſes, the Spaniards have either received very 
great encouragement, or very inſufferable pro- 
vocation ; their conduct, Sir, is not to be ac- 
counted for, if we don't ſuppoſe that one of 
theſe has happened, or that they are totally 
deprived of common ſenſe. For how can it 
be imagined, that they would be ſo tenacious 
of a claim, that is not founded upon any one 
principle of reaſon, nor ſo much as warranted 
by practice, as to pull down the reſentment of 
a people undoubtedly able to ruin them, be- 
yond - recovery, by ſeizing the very ſource 
which ſupplies their ſtrength and ſupports 
their infolence? 
I know it has been ſaid, Sir, and poſlibly 
may now, that the obſtinacy of Spain has been 
produced by another cauſe ; I mean her expec- 
tations, her aſſurances of being ſupported in 
this war by a neighbouring power. But, Sir, 
conſidering the diſpoſition which that court has 
ſtill diſcovered for promoting an accommoda- 
tion, there is little reaſon to think that ſuch 
expectations of aſſiſtance are built upon an 
aſſurances, or upon any encouragement which 
ſhe. received from that court. The very na- 
ture of the differences betwixt us and Spain, 
and our ſuperior ſtrength by ſea, muſt dictate 
to 
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to the court of France pacifick ſentiments. 


That court, Sir, has always been noted for un- 
derſtanding and purſuing her own intereſts, 
often in oppoſition to all the ties of honour, 
gratitude and religion: And can we ſuppoſe, 
Sir, that ſhe will not confult them now, when 
ſhe can do it conſiſtently with all theſe ? What, 
Sir, could France propoſe by fomenting and 
encouraging a difference betwixt us and Spain? 
Give me leave to ſay it, Sir, ſhe herſelf muſt 
be a more conſiderable ſufferer than the Spani- 
ards, if this war is puſhed with a vigour an- 
ſwerable to the expectations of the publick, 
and the greatneſs of our injuries. Our ſupe- 
riority at ſea will give us an opportunity to 
ſtrike a blow that muſt wound her intereſts in 
the moſt ſenſible part, and cut off for ever the 


annual ſupplies of a treaſure, that is the chief 
inſtrument of her government, as well as 
ſtrongeſt ſupport of her power. I ſay, Sir, it 


is owing to the ſums received by France every 
year, which amount to ſeven ninths of the 


whole treaſure that comes from America to 


Spain, that ſhe is now enabled to make ſo for- 
midable a figure; and it has been, it is now, 
in our power to cut off that communication. 
This is ſo natural a conſequence of a war be- 
twixt us and Spain, that the court of France 
muſt be infatuated if they do not ſee it, and 


endeavour to prevent it. 


Thus, Sir, it is highly improbable that 


France would foment differences betwixt us 


and Spain, unleſs we can ſuppoſe ſhe. had po- 
ſitive aſſurances from England itſelf, that things 
never ſhould be carried to the extremities of 
war, or, if they were, that that war ſhould be 
ſo managed, as that Spain ſhould have no rea- 
ſon to complain of being too hard puſhed. 
And indeed, Sir, if we may be allowed to 
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judge by appearances, they have had no ſuch 
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with which it has been carried on. 


reaſon yet; for the war has hitherto been ma- 


naged, as if we were afraid leſt they ſhould 


think us rude and unpolite. 


Therefore, Sir, as we may venture to affirm 


it impoſſible that this obſtinacy, on the part of 
Spain, can ariſe from the hope of being ſuc- 


ceſsful againſt the power of Great Britain, if 


ſhe ſtands alone, and unaſſiſted; as we may 


venture to pronounce it highly improbable 
that ſhe ſhould be encouraged in this obſti- 
nacy by France, the only power in Europe 
from which ſhe could expect aſſiſtance, we 
may reaſonably conclude, that this obſtinacy 
proceeds from other motives than any that 
have been hitherto diſcovered. 

When two ſeſſions ago a motion was made 
to addreſs his Majeſty for certain papers rela- 
ting to our negotiation with Spain, it was 
pronounced highly unreaſonable ; becauſe by 
ſuch an addreſs we ſhould have taken a de- 


pending negotiation out of the hand of the 
miniſtry, and ſhown diſreſpect to the perſon of 
his Majeſty. Theſe, Sir, with certain other 
arguments equally cogent, determined the 
' houſe to reject the motion. 


I am afraid that, by rejecting that motion 
when it was made, we have contributed to 
draw upon his Majeſty, after a long and fruit- 
leſs feries of negotiations, the neceſſity of ap- 
pealing to the deciſion of the ſword. Had we 


been at that time thoroughly informed of the 


ſtate of affairs between us and Spain, had we 


known ſo much of the tranſaction as to have 


been able to give his Majeſty our advice, I am 
perſuaded that this war might have been pre- 
vented, as well as the inglorious circumſtances 


Now, 
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* Now, Sir, all negotiations are at an end; 
and it neither can be detrimental to the nation; 
nor diſreſpectful to his Majeſty, if this houſe 
exerts its privileges of calling for the papers 
that may give us a light in the meaſures that 
preceded the breach betwixt the courts of 
Ereat Britain and Spain; and as it may be ob- 
« jected, that ſome papers are of too tender a na- 
ture to be communicated to the publick, ſo 
© ſoon after the declaration of war, ſhall con- 
fine the motion I have to make, to the period 
< betwixt the conclufion of the treaty of Seville, 
and the twelfth year of his Majeſty's reign. 
c * This, Sir, will take off the fares. of all .ob- 
+ jections of that kind; and give the houſe, I 
© believe, a ſatisfactory information, with regard 
to the nature of our late negotiations; 
It is, Sir, with the greater confidence that I 


R R GA K 


© make this motion, as I am convinced, that the 


« oentlemen who are in the adminiſtration can 
have no reaſon to oppoſe it, but on the con- 
« trary, will be fond of joining in a propoſal, 
< which, if they have acted a fair and impartial 
part for the intereſt of their country, cannot 
fail to eſtabliſh their credit amongſt the people, 


and diſſipate all miſrepreſentations of their 


conduct; it cannot fail to rectify the miſtakes 
of the miſinform'd, quiet the ſuſpicions of 
< the wavering, and increaſe the alacrity of the 
< confident. Let it not give offence, Sir, I will 
be ſo plain with gentlemen as to ſay that the 
publick is not without ſuſpicions, that there 
are ſome defigns yet undiſcovered, and that 


the intereſt of the nation, if conducted by the 


© ſame hands in the time of war, as in the time 


of peace, will not be very ſolicitouſſy attended 
to, or zealouſly proſecuted. This, Sir, con- 


c tributes much to depreſs the ſpirits, and ob- 
ſtruct the efforts of many dutiful and honeſt 
2 « ſubjects ; 


N 
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fſubjects; and this enn muſt either bring 


© the ſecret actors in the ſcene of iniquity to 
light, or it will remove the fears of the pub- 
lick. Therefore, Sir, I take the liberty to 
© move, | 


« Firſt, That an humble addreſs be preſented 


to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to give directions that there be laid before 
this houſe, copies or extracts of ſuch memori- 
als or repreſentations, as have been made ei- 
© ther to the King of Spain or his miniſters, 
from the treaty of Seville to March 9g, 1738, 
relating to any loſſes ſuſtained by his M 


| | ajeſty's 
ſubjects, by depredations committed by the 


© Spaniards in Europe or America, which have 
not already been laid before this houſe. 


© Secondly, That an humble addreſs be pre- 


© ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graci- 
© ouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there be 
laid before this houſe, copies or extracts of all 
letters written and inſtructions given by the ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate, or commiſſioners for execu- 
< ting the office of Lord High Admiral of Great 
.* Britain, to any of the governors of the Britiſh 


chief or captains of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, 
or his Majeſty's miniſter in Spain, and conſuls 
in Europe, from the treaty of Seville to January 
x, 1738, relating to any loſſes ſuſtained by his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, by depredations committed 


C by the Spaniards in Europe or America, which 
have not already been laid before this houſe, 


© Thirdly, That an humble addreſs be pre- 


* ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graci- 
_ © ouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there be 


© laid before this houſe, copies af all the in- 
ſtructions and letters ſent to Mr. Keene by his 
Majeſty's miniſters, authorizing him to con- 
clude and ſign the convention between his Ma- 
Yor. XIX. D en 


plantations in America, Or any commander in 
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END On 


Sir William 


Yonge's 
ſpeech. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739: 


© jeſty and the King of Spain, on * 14. 
1739, N. S.“ 


HFle was anſwered by Sir William Yo ge, to the 
following purpoſe. 


Sir, I could have wiſhed that a motion of 
this importance had been made in a fuller 
'© houſe, and when gentlemen, who are beſt able 
to expoſe the unreaſonableneſs and improprie 
of it, had been preſent. I ſhall, however, 
© endeavour to convince gentlemen, that our a- 

< greeing to it muſt be attended with great in- 
© conventencies. 

© The honourable gentleman, who made the 
* motion, was at great pains to find out the rea- 
© ſons why the court of Spain had put his Ma- 


"© Jeſty under the neceſſity of ' declaring war. 


But can any better reaſon be given for the con- 
duct of a court, when it is irreconcileable to 
common ſenſe, and its viſible intereſts, than 
© that it is puſhed on by an impolitick ambi- 
© tion, or that its counſels are carried on b 

weak and wicked miniſters? If this, Sir, is 
< the caſe with Spain, are the miniſters here to 
be anſwerable for her conduct? Are they, 
Sir, to be arraign'd, becauſe that Monarch or 
his Queen will not follow the advice and di- 
© reftions of the oppoſition here? Sir, I dare 
'< ſay, it was not for want of being put in mind 
both of their intereſt and danger, by our mi. 
* niſtry, that the Spaniſh court have puſhed 
things to this extremity ; but if they were 
not ſo wiſe as we would have them, is the 
blame to be laid on our miniſters? The hiſtory 
"© of all ages, and of all countries, gives us in- 
ſtances, frequent inſtances, of the effects of 
"© raſh ambition; and the hiſtory of no country 


2 18 more pregnant with thoſe in nces than that 
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of Spain. Gentlemen may e der that, not 


0 much above twenty years ago, this very court 
drew upon herſelf Ag arms of the three moſt 


© powerful Monarchs in Europe, I mean the Em- 
© peror, King of Great Britain, and King of France. 
* All theſe powers attack'd her with conſiderable 
* fleets and armies at once; and had it not been 
for the defeat we gave her by ſea, ſhe was in 


< a fair way, Sir, of creating great perplexities 


© to them all. I was then in Parliament, Sir, 
but I did not hear any ſtateſman accuſed of 
'© having, by his counſels, encouraged Spain to 
© meaſures that made this war neceſſary. It was 
© univerſally allowed to have proceeded from 
© the dangerous ſchemes of an ambitious prieſt, 
© then at the head of the Spaniſh counſels; and 
© why may not a like teaſon be aſlign'd for her 
a F conduct? | 

But I am afraid, Sir, the conduct of the 
court of Spain is not founded upon ſuch unrea- 
'* ſonable, ag in views, as every Engliſpman 
© would willing poſe. They tell you them- 


* ſelves, Sir, -* Big x madneſs of the people 


< here has puſhed things to this extremity ; and 
hy ſhould we go farther to ſeek a reaſon for 
© their condu&? They had a miniſter, Sir, who 


Was an eyewitneſs of the violence and difre- 


* ſpect, with which the greateſt characters in the 
nation were treated, if they did the leaſt in- 
cline to bring about an accommodation. It 
<©' was very natural for this miniſter to inform his 
© court of all this, and as natural for them to 
© think, that in a country where animoſities and 
* heats run ſo high, one of theſe two things 
muſt happen; either, that if a peace were 


made, it would be obſerved no longer than 


© the faction had ſtrength enough to come into 


* the adminiſtration ; or, that from a country ſo 


* * divided they ſhould: meet but with a faint re- 
* ſiſtance. 
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ſiſtance. Thus, Sir, the honourable gentle- 
man might have found the greateſt part of his 


< ſpeech anſwered by the Spaniſh manifeſto, of 
< which we have no reaſon to doubt the truth, 
< in this particular at leaſt, becauſe it coincides 
< with our own knowledge and experience. 

As to what the honourable gentleman ſaid 
about the improbability that France ſhould ever 
© ſuggeſt warlike counſels to Spain, or encourage 
© her to come to a rupture with us, I wiſh that 


his reaſoning, ſpecious as it ſeems, may not be 


founded on a miſtake. For tho? I am far from 


thinking that France would willingly venture 


the great ſhare ſhe has in the treaſure imported 
in the Spaniſh galleons, yet I am very much 
convinced, that ſhe would be much better 
< pleaſed to ſee the poſſeſſion of the mines from 
* which theſe treaſures come, and the keys of 
the whole trade, in the hands of Spain than in 
* thoſe of Great Britain. Nay, I will go far- 


ther, Sir, and ſay, that if ſhe is of opinion, 


that a clandeſtine trade has been encouraged 
© and carried on by our merchants on the coaſts 
of Spain, ſhe will look upon that trade as de- 


© trimental to her intereſts, as well as incon- 


< ſiſtent with treaties, and therefore be very 
ready to join in every meaſure that may check 
it. Beſides, Sir, we are yet in the dark, with 
regard to the reception which ſhe gave to the 
« reſolutions of this Parliament on that head. 
We don't know whether ſhe may not be of o- 
© pinion, that our aſſertion of a right to be ex- 
« empted from all ſearch upon the American 
< coaſts, is inconſiſtent with the excluſion of all 
other nations from trading with the Spaniſb 
© Weſt-Indies, and that it may open ſuch a door 
for fraudulent tranſactions, and give ſuch op- 
portunities to ſmugglers on that coaſt, as may 
utterly defeat all the intent and meaning of 
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0 0 with the 5 7 of his people, and is 


the moſt poſitive treaties. I hope, Sir, this is 


. 


not the caſe, but if it is, we have a farther 
reaſon for the obſtinacy of Spain. 

But to proceed now, Sir, ro the propriety of 
the honourable gentleman's motion. He was 
pleaſed to obſerve, that none of the reaſons 
that induced the houſe to give a negative to 


this motion two ſeſſions ago, could now ſub- 


fiſt. Sir, I ſhall very readily admit, that our 


affairs with Spain are in a very different ſitu- 
ation now from what they were in at tha 


time: But, Sir, that is no reaſon why othe 


circumſtances may not have rendered it highl 


improper for us to agree to this motion. I 

the firſt place, Sir, we have already had all 
the papers laid before us, in which it was poſ- 
ſible for us to receive the leaſt information; 
for the motion which the honourable gentle- 
man ſays was rejected two ſeſſions ago, was 
only amended, by being limited to a certain 
period, becauſe the circumſtances of that j Junc- 
ture rendered it improper that all the papers 


mov'd for ſhould be laid before the houſe. 


The preſent, Sir, is the moſt unfit juncture 


that gentlemen could poſſibly have pitch'd 
upon for a motion of this nature. It is in 


his Majeſty's choice to anſwer this addreſs, 
ſhould we agree to it, in what manner he 
pleaſes; and how can we expect a favourable 
anſwer to an addreſs, that can ſerve no other 
end, but to expreſs the diſtruſt of this houſe, _ 
not only with regard to his Majeſty's ſervants, 


but himſelf? While negotiations were depend- 


ing, gentlemen had ſome reaſon, at leaſt an 


appearance of reaſon, for motions of this na- 
ture; but ſince the nation has now received 


all the ſatisfaction on the * of the miniſtry 
that ſhe can deſire, ſince his Majeſty has now 


vindicating 
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© vindicating his own and the national honour, 
5 by a vigorous proſecution of a juſt war, what 
* ſhadow of reaſon, what pretext can be given 
© for our calling for thoſe papers? Can we pre- 
tend that we want information? No, Sir; we 
have already had all the papers that are neceſ-' 
* fary for our information, for in the eleventh 
* year of his Majeſty's reign the following reſo· 
lution ſtands on your votes, vir. 
« Fhat an humble addreſs be preſented to 
* his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
<« to give directions to be laid before this houſe, 
copies or extracts of the ſeveral petitions, re- 
5 preſentations, memorials, and all other pa- 
* pers, relating to the Spaniſh depredations upon 
the ſubjects of Great Britain, which have been 
* preſented to his Majeſty, or delivered to ei- 
ther of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of 
* ſtate, ſince Midſummer laſt, together with co- 
s pies, or extracts, of ſuch memorials or repre- 
4 „ ſentations, as have been made, either to the 
x0 * King of Spain, or his miniſters, and of the 
1 letters written to his Majeſty's miniſter at 
1 *. Madrid relating to the ſaid depredations.“ 
= + Thus far the houſe at that time thought fit 
*x to comply with the terms of an honourable 
| * gentleman's motion; and tho' another he- 
nourable gentleman, laſt ſeſſion, thought pro- 
per to make the motion we are now upon, yet 
the houſe very wiſely rejected it, and I hope 
this motion will meet with the ſame fate. Not 
that I am againſt any meaſure, which would 
conduce to the information of the houſe, did 
I think that ſuch an information could pro- 
mote the intereſt of the nation: But were I 
not acquainted with the candour and wiſdom 
of the worthy gentleman who made this mo- 
tion, I ſhould be apt to think that it pre- 
* moons either from OP or revenge. fr f 
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© firſt a motive too trifling, and the other too 
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cruel for me to charge any gentleman with 
upon mere ſuſpicions. Vet, Sir, what can 
gentlemen expect, or hope from this inquiry, 
except it is to ſtart ſome new objection to the 
conduct of the miniſtry, and increaſe the cla- 
mours of the oppoſition, tho' at the ſame time 
that conduct has always had the approbation of 
his Majeſty and the Parliament, and has, ſince 
the declaration of war, been juſtify*d by, what 
gentlemen have of late affected to extol as the 
teſt of merit, the voice of the people. Had 
the miniſtry, Sir, trifled with the nation ; had 
they meanly truckled to the court of Spain, 
and delay'd or deny'd a war, then indeed gen- 
tlemen might have had ſome reaſon for ſuf- 
pecting that there were ſome deſigns yet undif- 
cover'd, that this houſe was impoſed upon by 
the miniſtry, and the nation betrayed. 

© But there are conſiderations, Sir, ariſin 
from the nature of the motion itſelf, which 
are ſufficient to determine me to give it my 
negative. We are now engaged in a war with 


Spain; but that war was preceded by a long 


negotiation, by which his Majeſty endeavoured 
to avoid the calamities that attend war. This 


negotiation, Sir, paſs'd thro? ſeveral hands, it 


was attended with various difficulties, and no 
man can take it upon him to ſay, how far o- 
ther powers may have been intereſted, and 
how far they may imagine themſelves injured, 
ſhould every thing relating to them be laid 
open to the publick view. I call it the pub- 
lick view, becaufe it is next to impoſſible that 
the nature of papers, expoſed to ſo numerous 
an aſſembly as this is, ſhould remain long a ſe- 


"© cret. It is, or ought to be, the wiſdom of 
the adminiſtration to avoid every ſtep that can 


* 5 France, or any of our r neighbours, -the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
leaſt umbrage at preſent. If Spain is the only 
enemy that we ſhall have to contend with, 
there is the higheſt probability that this war 


will be attended with honour and ſucceſs; but 
if other powers ſhould diſcover ſecrets from 


papers laid before this houſe, and be ſo far en- 
raged by the affront as to reſent it by taking 
part with our enemies, it is hard to ſay how far 
the flames of war may ſpread, or when they 
may be extinguiſh'd. = 
< Whoever, Sir, conſiders the nature of our 
negotiations after the treaty of Seville, and the 
various interruptions and perplexities that they 


met with from the fluctuating ſituation, of at- 


fairs in Europe, may eaſily conceive, that there 
are papers among thoſe moved for by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, by no means proper for 
our inſpection. Sometimes we were in good 
terms with France, ſometimes at variance. Per- 
haps we might interfere now and then in a pri- 
vate affair with the Dutch, for they had their 


differences to adjuſt as well as we; ſometimes 


with other powers. Now, Sir, would it be 
prudent in us, at a time when we ought to 


court, or at leaſt preſerve, a neutrality with 


all theſe powers, to expoſe all the different 
memorials relating to matters of commerce 


preſented to the court of Spain? In private 


differences, Sir, gentlemen know that a great 
many things paſs, which vary according to the 
humours and views of the parties, and which, 
after the differences are ſettled, the authors 
would be diſpleaſed to hear ſo much as men- 
tioned. I may be piqu'd at a man, and treat 
him very roughly, perhaps ſend him a ſharp 
letter, or complain of him privately to our 


mutual friends; yet it is poſſible that our ani- 
moſity may be ſucceeded by friendſhip, I may 
be convinced that juſtice was on his ſide, or 


that 
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© that I was impoſed on by falſe reports; and 1 
then I ſhall perhaps be aſham'd for ſome 1 
< things, that I thought both juſt and prudent i 
for me to do, while the miſtake was yet undiſ- 2M 
© cover'd. Perhaps, if the perſon ſhall know I 4 
took theſe ſteps, he will break with me again. iN 
© But the caſe is much harder in publick affairs: I 
A miniſter, Sir, can't purſue the diftates of 1 
his own inclinations, he muſt follow thoſe of 18 
his conſtituents; and a miniſter, like ours, at 1 
the court of Spain, who is ſoliciting for redreſs YM 
for a great body of men, cannot be ſo tho- 4M 
roughly acquainted with facts, as not ſome- 1 
< times to be impoſed upon; and an affair will WH 
© carry a very different aſpect, when the circum- = 
* ſtances attending it are alter'd. : 1 

Upon the whole, Sir, I think this motion 1 

entirely uſeleſs for the information of the 1 
* houſe, tending to create difficulties and diſ- 1 
« truſts where none ought to ſubſiſt, and may be FR 
dangerous in its conſequences to the intereſts 38 
of the nation in the preſent war. Therefore 41 
I hope gentlemen will vote, with me, that it . I 
'* ought not to be agreed to. 15 

He was anſwer'd by the Lord Polw¾artbh to the 9 
following effect. To C5 
« Sir, If gentlemen ſhall determine to reject Lord Pat- i 

© this motion, I don't ſee to what purpoſe we fit ach. 'J 
here. If upon every occaſion that we ſhall ex- 4 
erciſe our undoubted privilege of calling for 4 
papers from the crown, which may be of ſer- I 
vice for the information of the houſe, we ſhall 1 
© be told that the motion proceeds not from re- 18 
* gard to the publick, but from a ſpirit of re- | | 
venge or faction, I believe gentlemen will be 4 
« very backward in expoſing themſelves to ſuch 4 
s a treatment. It has ever, Sir, been the prac- 1 
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tice and privilege of this houſe to call for pa- 
pers from the crown, even when affairs of 
ſmall conſequence were before them. And 
ſhall not we exert that privilege now, when 
the nation has been, by notorious miſmanage- 
ments, long continued, and openly defended, 

even in her honour as. well as intereſt almoſt 
deſtroyed, and is now engaged in a war, the 
neceſſary effects of theſe miſmanagements ? 
Sir, I will be ſo free with the honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, as to ſay, that I am 1 for 
agreeing to this motion, not barely for the 
ſake of that information which curioſity may 

expect from theſe papers, but of that which 
© my duty to my country, my zeal for his Ma- 

* jeſty's honour, and my concern for the dig- 
« nity of this houſe require. All theſe are in- 
5 citements, that influence me to ſecond eve 
motion that may contribute to detect the dark 
tranſactions, and mean practices, that have 
© brought ſo much miſery upon the nation. 
© And we can ſucceed in this no way fo pro- 
bably, as by ſeeing the papers and -materials 
that have gone thro* the hands of the princi- 
pal agent. 

I am ſorry, Sir, to fee that there is at pre- 
ſent ſo little probability of obtaining this fatrſ- 
faction, and that the nation has ſo ſmall a 
proſpect of being able to bring the anthors of 
all her misfortunes to juſtice. I am ſorry to 
ſee gentlemen preſume fo far upon an indul- 

gent majority, which they have fecured to 
their own intereſts, as to advance arguments 
in this houſe, which they themſelves muſt be 
conſcious have no manner of foundation, ei- 
ther in reaſon or fact. Can the honourable 
gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, imagine that the 
houſe was ſo weak as to believe he was ſerious 

in what he ſaid, and that all he wanted was 
| not 
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© not to gain a little time, and to quaſh the 
motion after ſome appearance of à debate? 
Why don't gentlemen rather declare in plain 
terms, that they reject a motion becauſe it diſ- 
pleaſes them? It would be ſhewing, Sir, a 
greater regard for the honour of the houſe, 
than, after keeping up the ſolemn farce of a ri- 
diculous debate, to give a negative to a queſ- 
tion againſt the conviction of their own minds, 


and every principle of common ſenſe. | 


Could the honourable ' gentleman imagine 
that the houfe thought him in earneft, when 
he ſaid that the faction here had encouraged 
the Spaniards to continue their infolence till 
they made it neceſſary for his Majeſty to have 


recourſe to arms? The faction here, as he is 


' pleaſed to call the whole body of the people, 
and almoſt every independent man in the na- 
tion, have always declar'd for a war with 
Spain; they have dreaded nothing, they ſtill 


dread nothing, ſo much as a peace: Then 


how conſiſtent is it to imagine that the Spani- 


ards would ſo far grati 
the bo 


fy their open enemies, 


hear it, or repeat it with a grave air. The 
Spaniſh manifeſto indeed does uſe the expreſ- 


ſion mentioned by the honourable gentleman, 


but it is very eafy to perceive with what views. 


It is, Sir, in order to palliate their own injuſ- 


tice, and their open contempt of our miniſtry, 


that they repreſent it as the effect of the cla- 


mours of the people here, that both the nati- 


ons were forced into a war. Sir, I believe, if 
we conſult all hiſtories, even thoſe of the moſt 


_* abſolute 


dy of the nation, and fo far diſoblige 
their ſteady friends, the miniſtry, as to force 
us into a war, notwithſtanding the unwearied 
efforts of thir kind adherents! There is ſome- 
thing, Sir, fo ridiculous in this ſtale argument, 
that it is ſurprizing a gentleman ſhould either 
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© abſolute empires, we ſhall find no people ever 


ſuffered greater hardſhips, ever bore them 
more patiently, or ever had recourſe to more 
dutitul and legal meaſures for their redreſs. It 
was not, Sir, upon the loweſt claſs of men, 
upon the ſcum of the people, that theſe hard- 
ſhips fell, but upon men of reputation, and 
fortune; men, Sir, to whom the nation is 
more indebted for every ſhadow of advantage 
that ſhe enjoys, than to the miniſter, with all 
his auxiliaries, followers and dependents. They 
had recourſe to Parliament ; the Parliament 
came to reſolutions in their favour, which for- 
ced the miniſtry upon the perplexing choice of 
either carrying on their ſchemes in direct op- 
poſition to theſe reſolutions, or of making war 
upon Spain, who continued obſtinate in her re- 
fuſal to do us juſtice. The firſt, Sir, was a 
meaſure which they durſt not venture upon; 
therefore, againſt their will, they were dragged 
into the other. | 
As to what the honourable gentleman ſaid 
about the probability of our diſobliging France, 
or any of our neighbours, if we ſhould agree 
to this motion, that argument, if it can be 
called an argument, proves either nothing at 


all, or it proves too much. For why, Sir, 


ſhould we be afraid to aſſert or exerciſe an un- 
doubted right, left it ſhould provoke any o- 
ther power? The ſafety of the nation, Sir, 
and the ſervice we do to his Majeſty, by de- 
tecting offenders, ought to take place of all 
other conſiderations; and if we never ſhall 
take a ſtep before we art ſure that it will not 
be diſagreeable to France, we had as good 


humbly deſire them to ſend over an intendant, 


who ſhall direct and controul our counſels. 
Our fear of offending France, Sir, was, I re- 


oy" a main argument, very frequent with 


« gentlemen, 


| nad * "_ — 
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« centlemen, to prove that we ought not to en- 
Sent 1 

« ter into this war at all. Neceſſity however got 

the better of our fears, and we don't find that 

« France reſents it, at leaſt ſhe does not appear 


* diſpoſed to declare her anger. And if we 


«* riſk*d her friendſhip upon the declaration of 
war, ſhall we be afraid that ſhe will reſent our 
deſiring ſuch papers as are abſolutely neceſſary 
to the ſervice of the nation? Sir, I don't ſee 
any one queſtion that can come before this 
* houſe, to which this argument may not be as 
properly apply'd, as it is in the preſent caſe; 
for I believe we can do nothing more offenſive 


a „ 


to France, than to purſue the true intereſt of 


England. "= | 
As to the objection, which ſuppoſes that the 


papers contain ſeveral paſſages, which may be 
_ © improper to be expoſed to the obſervation of 
the publick ; this argument is of a piece with 


the other. If we knew, Sir, what they con- 
* tain'd, we ſhould not be under ſuch a neceſſity 
of calling for them. But how eis it poſſible, 
Sir, that any power in Europe, unleſs ſhe is 
< obſtinately bent to quarrel with us, ſhould 
take it amiſs that we call for the papers that 
have paſs'd thro* the hands of our miniſters, 
and been laid before thoſe of Spain? How can 
that affect them? The honourable gentleman 


_ © ſure could not be in earneſt, when he brought 


an inſtance from private life to prove that it 
might; therefore I ſhall be at no pains to an- 
ſwer that part of his ſpeech, becauſe I am per- 
* ſuaded that neither he nor the houſe expect I 
* ſhould. In ſhort, Sir, the motion is ſo rea- 
* ſonable, and ſo indiſpenſable with our duty, 
* that I ſhall ſay no more, but that I hope the 
* majority of the houſe will agree, with me, 
that 1t ought to be admitted.” | 
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| The queſtion adds put, it was apon a divi- 


ſion carried in the negative, noes oy yeas 98. 


As ſoon as this diviſion as | over, wi 2 


Palteney, Eſq; ſtood UP, and Ie" in * 


thus. 


Mr. P ul- 
zeney's ſpeech 
and motion 


for *. 
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Mr. Speaker, 


« Sir, Altho' the ſucceſs of the laſt motion 


muſt be a diſcouragement to any gentleman to 
make a motion in this houſe, which he thinks 
will not be approved by the miniſter, yet, as 

I am reſolved always to do my duty as a mem- 
ber of this houſe, without regard to the ſuc- 


ceſs I may meet with, as I am reſolved to con- 


ſider only what may be agreeable to the people 
I repreſent, and what they may juſtly expect, 
without regard to its being agreeable or diſ- 
agreeable to a miniſter, I ſhall beg leave to 
make you a motion, which! J think, is not li- 
able to the objection made againft the laſt, and 
therefore, I hope, it will meet with a happier 
fate. For theſe two laſt ſeſſions, Sir, this 


houſe, and the whole nation, were entertained 


and amuſed with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that 


the negotiations then carrying on witk the 


court of Spain, would at laſt end in a ſafe and 
honourable peace. This would have been a 
good end, an end for which we had reaſon to 


negotiate, and an end which every good man 
wiſhed to fee, tho? very few expected it; but 


as, during the whole time of theſe negotiati- | 
ons, we were put to a great expence, and ſuf- 


fering many of the calamities of a real war, 


we ought not to have continued our negotia- 


tions, unleſs: we had very good grounds to ex- 


< pet a ſpeedy and happy iſſue; and in the 


mean time, thoſe ſquadrons, which the nation 
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was put to the expence of fitting out, ought 
to have been employ'd: mm protecting our trade, 
from thoſe warlike inſults which, under peace- 
ful pretences, were frequently put upon the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom. 
If our negotiations had ended in a ſafe and 
© honourable peace, as we were often aſſured 
they would, the people would have concluded, 
that thoſe hopes upon which we had for fo 
many years continued our negotiations, were 
well founded, and the fruits of an honourable 
peace' and flouriſhing trade would have made 
them forget the injuries they had ſuffered, and 
the dangers they had been expoſed. to. Like 
a weary traveller, they would have rejoiced in 


* 
( 
8 
6 
* 


the warmth and convenience of their quarters, 


6; 

o 

and would have forgot the toils and the dan- 
< gers of that long and tedious circuit, they had 
been obliged to make, in order to come-ſafely 
to their lodging. But as our negotiations have 
* now taken a quite different turn, the people 
neither can ſuppoſe, that we had ever any 
„ well- grounded hopes of ſucceſs by negotiation, 
nor can they forget the inſults they were ex- 
< poſed to, and the injuries they ſuffered, by 
the continuance of theſe hopeleſs negotiations. 
They not only conclude, that we continued to 
© negotiate after being deprived of all hopes of 
* ſucceſs in that way, but that very little care 
Was taken, in the mean time, to protect our 
trade from thoſe dangers and inconveniencies it 
* was-expofed- to, by theſe very negotiations. 

© If theſe concluſions are wrong, Sir, if our 
hopes of ſucceſs by negotiation were well! 
founded, and proper care taken to protect our 
trade in the mean time, I am ſure the Parlia- 
ment cannot do a more effectual ſervice to the 
adminiſtration, than to enquire into the grounds 
upon Which our miniſters continued to nego- 
+ Gs —— cringe, 
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 ParRLiIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
tiate, and into the care they took to protect 
our trade, while they thus continued to nego- 
tiate; and as no ſuch enquiry can be made, 
without having all the neceſſary papers and 
materials before us, I hope, in the motion 1 
am to make, I ſhall have the concurrence of 
every gentlemam concerned in the adminiſtra- 
tion; for when a man is blamed or accuſed, 
either by a private perſon, or by the publick 
voice of his country, I am always willing to 
ſuppoſe him innocent, unleſs he gives me rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe& him guilty, by his induſtriouſly 
avoiding a fair enquiry into his conduct, For 
this reaſon, I ſay, Sir, I hope, I ſhall have 
the concurrence. of every gentleman concerned 
in the adminiſtration ; for I ſhall be ſorry to 
find them, by their oppoſition within doors, 
juſtifying and confirming the ſcandalous con- 
cluſions that are made againſt them without. 
But, Sir, whatever reception my motion 
may meet with from thoſe concerned in the 
adminiſtration, I am ſure it is a motion that 
will be agreeable to every man, who has no 
ſhare in the adminiſtration, nor any particular 
dependence upon it; and it is a motion which 
every man, that has ſuffered by our negotia- 
tions, or may ſuffer by the war, has a right to 


have complied with. When any great misfor- 


tune is brought upon the nation, the people 
expect, they ought to be informed, how i 
misfortune came to be brought upon them. 
This information they cannot expect from 
thoſe concern'd in the management of our na- 
tional affairs: They will not reſt ſatisfied with 
any accounts they can give, and in this they 
are in the right, becauſe thoſe that are con- 
cerned in the conduct of publick affairs may 
be, and are often, the chief cauſe of the pub- 
lick misfortune. In all ſuch caſes, it is from 
ty « Parlia- 
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Parliament the people expect information, it is 
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from the Parliament only they can expect ſa- 
tisfaction. It is for this they ſend us here; 
and if we do not give the people this ſatisfac- 
tion by a fair and impartial enquiry into the 
cauſes of the misfortune, we neglect one of 


the chief ends of our meeting in this houſe. 
I hope it will be granted, that war is at all 


times, and to every nation, a very great mis- 
fortune: It is not yet a twelvemonth ago, 
ſince it was repreſented as ſuch a terrible mis- 
fortune, that a nation ought to ſubmit to the 
moſt cruel indignities, the moſt tedious nego- 
tiations, the moſt ſcandalous convention, ra- 
ther than involve itſelf in a war. I did not 
then, I do not now, look upon war in ſuch a 
terrible light; but yet I look upon it as a mis- 
fortune, which no man ought to involve his 
country in, if it can be avoided; and there- 
fore, if there be any amongſt ourſelves who, 
by their folly, have involved us in this misfor- 
tune, their conduct ought to be enquired into, 
and their perſons removed from our councils, 


that the nation may not ſuffer a ſecond time 


by their folly ; for if we do not remove ſuch 


men from our councils, they may bring us 


into a ſecond misfortune, ten times worſe than 
the firſt. : . 

* This, Sir, is what the people are afraid of: 
They feel the misfortune of the war, and, I 
fear, will feel it ſeverely before it can be 
brought to an honourable concluſion : They 
ſuſpect, we have been led into it by the weak- 
— of our own conduct: By not underſtand- 
ing our own rights, or not repreſenting them 
in a proper manner to the court of Spain, that 
court, they ſuſpect, has been encouraged to 
form new pretenſions againſt us; and that by 
mean conceſſions in former treaties, and by too 
Vo T. XIX. E patiently 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
patiently and too long ſubmitting to indigni- 
ties, we at laſt made that court believe, that 
nothing could provoke us to declare war a- 
gainſt them. This is ſuſpected by moſt men 
in the nation to be the remote cauſe of the 
preſent war; and for removing or confirming 
their ſuſpicions, they expect, they juſtly ex- 
pect a fair and impartial enquiry into the con- 
duct of our publick affairs. If by this en- 
quiry we remove theſe ſuſpicions, we do juſ- 
tice to our miniſters; if thereby we find them 
confirmed, I hope we ſhall do Juſtice to the 
The people, Sir, have long ſuffered, and 
greatly: Our ſhips have been ſeized, our mer- 
chants often plundered, our ſeamen long treated 
in the moſt cruel manner, by a nation we could 
have cruſhed to atoms, if we had properly 
and ſeaſonably made uſe of our power. The 
people expect to ſee a reaſon given for making 
them ſuffer ſo long; eſpecially, ſince the rea- 
ſon hitherto given, appears now to be no rea- 
ſon at all. Every one knows, that our mer- 
chants and ſeamen have been complaining of 
the depredations committed upon them by the 
Spaniards, for this dozen of years paſt. Du- 


ring all that time we have been in a continual 


courſe of negotiation, and the ſufferers have 
always been told with great. confidence, that 
our reaſon for ngt putting an end to their ſuf- 
ferings by a declaration of war, was the cer- 
tain hopes we had of putting an end to them 


by a treaty of peace. This now appears to 


have been a very inſufficient reaſon ; and it 
cannot be ſaid, it was leſs convenient, or leſs 
ſafe for us to have declared war, or iſſued re- 
prizals, againſt Spain, ten of a dozen years a- 
go, than it was in the month of June laſt ; for 


the affairs of Europe were never in ſo unlucky | 
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© a ſituation for this kingdom, as they were at 
that time, nor was the power of Spain then 
< Jeſs, or the power of this nation then more 
«* conſiderable, than for twenty years preceding. 


| © Nay, the power of Spain was laſt une more 


« conſiderable than it had been for a dozen of 
© years before, becauſe they had in that time 
made large additions to their navy, and had 
united themſelves more firmly to the court of 
< France: Whereas we had made no addition to 
our ſtrength: We had relieved our people 
from none of the taxes they groaned under, 
nor paid off any conſiderable part of our na- 
tional debt; and by our conduct we had in 
that time detached from us every uſeful ally 
we had, or could have in the world. There- 
fore, I muſt conclude, that laſt ſummer was 
the worſt of any preceding time for this na- 
tion to engage in a war; from whence it is na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, and the whole nation does 
ſuppoſe, that neither our former pacifick, nor 
our preſent warlike meaſures proceeded from 
any national concern, but from ſome motives 
of a private nature, which we ought, and cer- 
tainly will enquire into, if we ſhew a due re- 
gard either to our country or conſtituents. 
* Another, and, I think, a very ſtrong rea- 
« ſon, Sir, for our enquiring into the cauſes of 
© the war is, the confidence with which the 
court of Spain has publickly aſſerted, that the 
* war is owing to a breach of ſtipulations on the 
part of this nation. It is, indeed, lucky for 
© us, that Spain took from thence an occaſion 
£ 
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not to perform her part of the laſt ſcandalous 

treaty we made with her; for the laſt is far 

from being the firſt ſcandalous treaty we have 

lately made with that nation. It is lucky for 

us, the Spaniards refuſed to pay the 95,0007. 
< ſtipulated by the 9 convention; for if ny 
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had made that payment at the time appointed, 
we ſhould have been pinned down to a new 
ten years negotiation, during which time their 
Guarda Coſta s would have had a ſort of new 
indulgence to have plundered our merchants, 
and by that means they would ſoon have reim- 
burs'd themſelves the ſum they paid for that 
indulgence. But as the reaſons given by Spain, 
for not making that payment, are founded on 
breaches of conditions on our part; as thoſe 
conditions are ſuch as were never ratified by 
his Majeſty; and as they have never yet been 
denied by any publick authority in this king- 
dom, they ought certainly to be enquired into 
by Parliament, for vindicating the honour of 
our miniſters, if they are innocent, and for 
vindicating the honour of his Majeſty and the 
* nation, by puniſhing them, or ſending them 
© over in fetters to the enemy, if they are 
* guilty. 

In ſhort, Sir,. to have ſuffered ſo long and 
* ſo much, in hopes of a peace, and yet at laſt 
to find ourſdlves i in a war, and that at a time 
© the moſt inconvenient, the moſt dangerous for 
this nation, affords ſuch preſumptions againſt 
the wiſdom of thoſe that have lately con- 
< ducted our publick affairs, and has raiſed ſuch 
a general ſuſpicion and diſtruſt among the peo- 

ple, that in duty to our country, in duty to 
our Sovereign, and, I hope, in juſtice to thoſe 
< who have been concerned, we ought to make 
« ſtrict enquiry into our late negotiations with 
* Spain. Whoever may be to blame, we are 
very certain, both from the nature of our con- 
ſtitution, and the knowledge we have of his 
< Majeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs, that he can 
© have no ſhare in it; and, therefore, when ge- 
< neral ſuſpicions and complaints are rais'd a- 
© mong the people, it is the duty, it is one ike 
the 
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the great uſes of Parliaments, to enquire into 
the grounds of themt in order, either to con- 


vince the people that there 1s no ſolid ground 
for ſuch ſuſpicions or complaints, or to recon- 
cile them to their Sovereign, by detecting and 


puniſhing the guilty, or at leaſt by preventing 


their having any farther concern in adviſing or 
conducting our publick affairs. This, I ſay, 
is at all times the duty of Parliament, but e- 
ſpecially when the nation is juſt entered into 
an expenſive and dangerous war, and a war 
too, which a great part of the people believe 
to be owing to the tedious perplext negotiati- 
ons we have for ſo many years been carrying 
on at the court of Spain, and the tame ſubmiſ- 


ſions we have made to the repeated inſults of 


that haughty nation. | 

Can the nation, Sir, expect a prudent or a 
vigorous proſecution of the war from thoſe 
who, they believe, have been guilty of ſo 
much imprudence and weakneſs in time of 
peace? Can our ſoldiers or failors act with 
courage or vigour, when they are diffident of 
the conduct of thoſe, who are their chief di- 


rectors? Can our people Pay with - pleaſure 


their taxes, when the chief management and 
application is to be intruſted to thoſe, in 
whoſe conduct they can put no truſt? Sir, if we 
expect ſucceſs in the war, if we expect to put 
a ſpeedy and an honourable end to it, we muſt 
remove the preſent ſuſpicions of the people, 
or remove thoſe that have cauſed them ; and 
neither of theſe can be done, but by a fair, an 
impartial, and a ſtrict parliamentary enquiry 
into our late conduct, eſpecially that part of 


it which relates to our tranſactions with the 


court of Spain. This enquiry we have a right, 
and are, in duty to our Sovereign, as well as 
our conſtituents, bound to make ; and this en- 
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bali ſpeech. © themſelves a very unneceſſary trouble, when, 
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© quiry will, I hope, turn out to the advantage 
and honour of thoſe that have been concerned. 
I hope we ſhall be able to remove- the ſuſpici- 
ons of the people, by ſhewing them, that all 
our late tranſactions with Spain have been car- 
ried on with wiſdom, ſteadineſs, and perſpi- 
cuity; but this cannot be done, unleſs we 
have laid before us all thoſe papers that are 
neceſſary for giving us a thorough inſight into 
thoſe tranſactions ; for if the proper materials 
are denied, the people will not believe, that 
we are either ſerious or impartial in our en- 
quiry; and in that caſe, inſtead of removing 
their ſuſpicions, with regard to our miniſters, 
we ſhall render them diſcontented, nay deſpe- 
rate, as well as diffident, by giving them a 
ſuſpicion of the integrity of their repreſenta- 
tives. RE | | 

For this reaſon, Sir, I ſhall conclude with 
moving, That, &c. (as mentioned in the ſe- 
cond queſtion.) - 


a 


The next that ſpoke upon this queſtion was 
Horatio Walpole, Eſq; the purport of whoſe ſpeech 


was thus. N 


Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I muſt think, that gentlemen give 


upon this occaſion, or any occaſion of the like 
nature, they talk to us of the right we have to 


© enquire into the conduct of any publick mea- 


© ſure. In former times, this right may, per- 
: haps, have been denied, by the paraſites of 
Princes who aimed at arbitrary power. But it 
< 1s a right that has never, of late years, been 
denied: It has never been, I believe, ſo much 
© as inſinuated by any gentleman now in this 
* houſe, that we have not ſuch a right, or that 


© it 
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it ought not to be exerciſed upon every pro- 
per occaſion. But, as parliamentary enquiries 


into the conduct of thoſe that are em e 


by the crown, are generally the cauſe of great 
ferments in the nation, eſpecially when they 
are directed againſt thoſe in high ſtations, and 


as ſuch enquiries are always dangerous as well 


as troubleſome, even to the beſt and moſt 


faithful ſervants of the crown, they ought not 


to be ſet on foot, but when there is an abſo- 
lute and apparent neceſſity for ſo doing. We 
may remember, the very laſt enquiry that was 
ſet on foot, raiſed ſuch a ferment in the na- 


tion, as, at laſt, ended in a dangerous and de- 


ſtructive civil war. That enquiry was abſo- 
lutely and . neceſſary; but neceſſary 
as it was, if we had, at that time, been en- 
gaged in a foreign war, I ſhould have been for 
putting it off till the concluſion of the war; 
for, if the diſaffected or diſcontented party, 
call them which you will, could have had any 
foreign aſſiſtance, they might, perhaps, have 
been able to have turned the tables, and in- 
ſtead of having their conduct enquired into 
and puniſhed as it deſerved, they might have 
enquired into and puniſhed the conduct of 


thoſe who had ſo Juſtly ſet up an enquiry into 
theirs. 


All ſuch enquiries, Sir, muſt therefore be 


allowed to be of dangerous conſequence to the 
tranquillity of the nation; and, if we conſider 


by whom ſuch enquiries are generally ſet on 


foot and carried on, we muſt allow, that they 
are not only troubleſome, but dangerous, to 
the perſons whoſe conduct is enquired into. 
They are generally ſet on foot by the perſonal 

enemies of thoſe in the adminiſtration, and 


— uſually carried on with a zeal for condemn- 
ing, which ſtifles every ſentiment of e com aſ- 
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ſion, and makes human frailties appear to be 
monſtrous crimes. I ſhall grant, Sir, that it 
is a great advantage to a perſon accuſed, either 
by a private informer, or by a publick report, 


to be legally tried, and fairly acquitted ; yet, 


nevertheleſs, I believe, no ſuch perſon would- 
chuſe to put himſelf upon his trial, if he could 
conveniently avoid it; for even the moſt inno- 
cent may, by ſome accident or miſtake, be 
condemned, and therefore a prudent man, let 
his innocence be never ſo apparent, will always 
chuſe to vindicate his character by ſome other 
method, rather than run the riſk of a legal 
and formal trial. For this reaſon, Sir, I ſhall 
be no way ſurprized, if I find the friends of 
thoſe who were concerned in our late negotia- 
tions with Spaiz, oppoſing any parliamentary 
enquiry into thoſe negotiations; eſpecially as l 
am convinced, whatever ſome gentlemen may 
pleaſe to ſuggeſt, that there was not one wrong 
ſtep made in the whole courſe of that tranſ- 
action. | „ | 
I preſume, Sir, it will appear from what I 
have ſaid, that no parliamentary enquiry ought 
ever to be ſet on foot, but when there 1s an ab- 
ſolute and apparent neceſſity for ſo doing; and 
therefore, I ſhall next obſerve, that there ne- 
ver can be ſuch a neceſſity, but when there 
appears to have been a flagrant error in ſome 
part of the conduct of our publick affairs. A 
national misfortune is no juſt cauſe for a parlia- 
mentary enquiry, unleſs there be ground to be- 
lieve, that it was owing to the crime, the neg- 
lect, or the weakneſs of thoſe who were con- 
cerned in adviſing or conducting our publick 
affairs. I hall moſt readily admit, that war is 
a great misfortune to any nation; and that it 
is a greater misfortune to a trading nation, 
than to any other : To which I muſt add, that 

| | to 
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to this nation, I believe, it is a greater misfor- 
tune to be involved in a war with Spain, than 
with any . other nation in Europe. But this 1s 
ſo far from being a reaſon for an enquiry, that 
it is a juſtification of the pacifick meaſures fo 
long purſued by the adminiſtration. Their 


avoiding a war as long as poſſible, their endea- 
vouring, as much as they could, to bring mat- 


ters to an accommodation, 1s, in my opinion, 
a manifeſtation of their prudence, and of their 
ſtedfaſt regard for the trade and happineſs of 
their country. Suppoſe it true, which I have 
good reaſon to believe is far from being the 
caſe, that the Spaniards were ſo wrong-headed 
as to look upon our regard to ourſelves, as a 
ſign of our fear of them, could this be called 


a weakneſs in thoſe who had the management 


of our affairs, eſpecially as they have now con- 
vinced the Spaniards of their error? And, if 
the court of Spain did really fall into ſuch an 


error, I hope, the event of the preſent war 


will be a laſting memorial for that nation, ne- 
ver to fall into ſuch another, | 

Thus, Sir, I think, it is evident, that our 
preſent misfortune of being engaged in a war 
with Spain, can be no reaſon for ſetting up a 
parliamentary enquiry into our late tranſactions 
with that nation, unleſs it ſhould be ſaid, that 
we made unreaſonable demands upon them, or 
entered precipitately into the war, neither of 
which, I believe, will be expreſly alledged by 
any of thoſe gentlemen who now ſeem ſo fond 
of parliamentary enquiries, tho* the honoura- 
ble gentleman has been pleaſed to inſinuate 
ſomething like it; for, I muſt think, a war is 
precipitately entered into, if it is begun at the 
very worſt time that could have been choſen 
for that purpoſe. I cannot, however, be of 
his opinion : I cannot think, that laſt ſummer 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
was the worſt, or the moſt improper time we 
could have choſen for entering into a war, or 
ordering reprizals, againſt Spain. The addi- 
tions made by Spain to its navy, we knew, 
could be of no ſignification in a war againſt 
this nation; and tho? the courts of France and 
Spain have been of late more firmly united 
than they were about fifteen years ago; yet 
that union will not, I hope, prevail with France 
to aſſiſt the Spaniards in an unjuſt war againſt 
us; but, if it ſhould, it is not to be imputed 
to any error in our conduct, but to the preſent 
circumſtances of the two courts ; for whilft the 
preſent: King of Spain lives, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe, that there will be an union between 
the two; and this is another very ſtrong argu- 
ment for juſtifying the length, or if gentlemen 
pleaſe, the tediouſneſs of our negotiations; be- 
cauſe, if the preſent King of Spain had, in the 
mean time, happened to die, we ſhould pro- 
bably have found that court more flexible, and 
more inclined to come to a friendly accommo- 
dation with us. But, as that event did not 
happen, and as it became at laſt abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for us to vindicate our rights by force 
of arms, we were obliged to take our fate, let 
who would declare againſt us; for, let the ſitu- 
ation of affairs in Europe be what it will, I 
hope, it will always be the happineſs of this 
nation to find proper and powerful allies upon 
the continent, as ſoon as we have occaſion for 
them. But, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that the beſt 
method to have good allies, is to ſhew them, 
we can ſtand upon our own legs; for, if they 
ſhould ſuppoſe, we cannot do without them, 
they will of courſe impoſe harder terms upon 
us, than they could otherwiſe think of. | 
With regard to, our own conduct therefore, 
I do not think, there is the leaſt ground for 


3 < ſuſpect- 
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<« ſuſpeCting it of any weakneſs, either in the ne- 
< gotiations that preceded the war, or in the 
time we choſe for commencing it; and conſe- 
« quently there can be no neceſſity for an enqui- 
* ry. I, indeed, never heard of a eee 
enquiry into publick meaſures, unleſs they were 
< ſuch as had been firſt cenſured by Parliament. 
Can this, Sir, be alledged againſt any part of 
+ our negotiations with Spain? Thoſe negotia- 
< tions did at laſt end in a treaty : That treaty 
was approved of by Parliament. If it had 
been cenſured, there would then have been 
© good reaſon for enquiring into the negotiations 
by which it was concluded; but, ſo far other. 
* wiſe, it was approved of, and juſtly. approved 
* of, by both houſes, in my opinion, whatever 
* ſome other gentlemen might think of it. By 
that treaty, a reparation for the damages our 
* merchants have ſuffered was exprelly promiſed ; 
and a proper proviſion was made for prevent- 
ing any ſearch in time to come. This was all 
ve could deſire, and the conſequence has 
© ſhewn, it was a good treaty for this nation: 
The Spaniards thought it ſo good for us, 
that they afterwards refuſed to perform their 
part of it; and this is the true and the ſole 
cauſe of the preſent war; therefore, I am ſur- 
« prized, any gentleman ſhould pretend to be 
ignorant of the cauſe of this war, or that 2 
parliamentary enquiry is neceſſary for informing 
any man in the kingdom what was the cauſe of 
* the war. | \ 
Whatever doubts ſome gentlemen within 
doors may have, however much they may 
* refine, about the remote cauſe of the war, I 
am perſuaded, Sir, no gentleman, or at leaſt 
* very few, without doors, pretend to doubt of 
* the court of Spaix's being the ſole cauſe of the 
* war, by refuſing to fulfil that convention ey 
| : * 
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had ſo lately, and ſo ſolemnly agreed to. And, 


I am as fully perſuaded, that with regard to 
the negotiations which ended in that treaty, 
there are no complaints without doors amongſt 
men of figure and ſenſe, except ſuch as are pre- 


judiced by their paſſions, or ſuch as are diſaf- 


fected to his Majeſty, and conſequently ready 
to find fault with every thing done by his ſer- 
vants. If there are any complaints without 
doors, they are wholly among the vulgar, the 
ignorant, the prejudiced, and the diſaffected ; 
and if this houſe were to ſhew ſo great a re- 
gard to the complaints of ſuch men, as to en- 
ter into a parliamentary enquiry, in order to 
convince or ſatisfy them, we ſhould never be 
able to do any thing elſe but enquire, - nor 
would ſuch enquiries -ever convince or fatisfy 
them, but, on the contrary, would afford them 
new matter for complaint. | 

© Therefore, Sir, whatever right we may have 
to enquire, however much it may be our duty 
to enquire into publick tranſactions, we are at 
preſent under no neceſſity, nor have we any 
occaſion to take up our time with enquiries. 
But even ſuppoſe an enquiry were neceflary, 
yet it may be prudent to delay going upon it 
for ſome time; and this, I think, 1s the caſe 


with regard to the enquiry now propoſed. Sup- 


poſe it were neceſſary to enquire into our ne- 
gotiations with Spain antecedent to the conven- 
tion, it would, I think, be very imprudent to 
go upon it in this ſeſſion of Parliament; be- 
cauſe it would be neceſſary to have ſeveral pa- 
pers laid before us, which it would be moſt 
imprudent to make publick, as every paper 
muſt be, that is laid before ſuch a numerous 
aſſembly. Whether the papers now moved 
for may be neceſſary for an enquiry into our 
late negotiations with Spain, I ſhall not deter- 

| mine; 
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mine; but this I may with confidence affirm, 
that the laying of all the letters and inſtruc- 


tions moved for, before this aſſembly, might 


be attended with moſt fatal conſequences to the 


nation. 


We all know, Sir, that the Spaniards lay the 


whole blame of the war upon us, by pretend- 


ing, we were the firſt that broke the conven- 
tion. Their pretences, indeed, are ſo weak, 
and ſo apparently ill- founded, that they do not 
deſerve an anſwer, and far leſs the notice of 
this houſe; but if this motion ſhould be a- 
greed to, and complied with by his Majeſty, 
the letters and inſtructions thereby called for, 
might afford the Spaniards ſome plauſible 
grounds, at leaſt more plauſible than any they 
have yet alledged, for ſaying, it was this na- 
tion that firſt violated the convention. If from 
theſe papers it ſhould appear, that hoſtile in- 
ſtructions were ſent to any of our ſea-command- 
ers, or to any of our governors, tho? it ſhould 
appear at the ſame time, that thoſe inſtructions 
were conditional, and not to be carried into 
execution, unleſs the court of Spain ſhould re- 
fuſe ſuch or ſuch a reaſonable demand, yet that 
court would from thence argue, that we had 
dealt deceitfully, or not candidly, by them 
becauſe it from thence appeared, that we had 
been preparing to attack them, at the very 
time we were treating with them. Beſides this, 
there are many other circumſtances might ap- 
pear. from the papers and inſtructions now 
called for, which might give the court of Spain 


ſome colour, tho* no real ground, for laying 


the blame of the war at our door; and as we 

do not know what effect theſe colourable pre- 

tences might have upon foreign courts, all of 

whom now look upon the war, as owing to the 

obſtinacy of the Spaniards alone, we ought 27 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© I think, in prudence, to call for any papers 
that may probably furniſh our enemies with 
« ſuch pretences. 

Another fatal conſequence that may proba- 
< bly ariſe from having theſe papers laid before 
© us, is a diſcovery of thoſe defigns that are now 
to be executed againſt the enemy. Let us con- 
c fider, Sir, the circumſtances the nation was in 
* laſt year. His Majeſty was by the advice of 
his Parliament to make a laſt attempt for ac- 
* commodating our differences with Spain in an 
« amicable manner: For this purpoſe, he was 
© to make a peremptory demand of every thing 
© we had a right to inſiſt on; and for making 
< this demand effectual, or at leaſt to give it its 
due weight, he ſent Admiral Haddock with a 
< ſpuadron into the Mediterranean, and Commo- 


© dore Brown with another to the Veſt-Indies, in 


© order to ſhew the court of Spain, that we were 
< reſolved to begin hoſtilities, if they attempted 
< to quibble with us any longer. This had the 
« defired effect: It produced the convention, by 
< which, as I have ſaid, we obtained all we could 
< defire. We muſt ſuppoſe, that theſe ſqua- 
< drons were furniſhed with inſtructions for be- 


< ginning hoſtilities, in caſe the court of Spain 


© had abſolutely refufed to treat with us upon a 
«© reaſonable footing ; and conſequently we muſt 
< ſuppoſe, that in theſe inſtructions there were 
© ſchemes laid down, how our ſquadrons were to 
< begin the attack, and where they were to make 
< the firſt hoſtile attempt upon the enemy. As 
< Spain ſubmitted, and concluded a moſt rea- 
© ſonable treaty with us, there was then no occa- 
< ſion for carrying any of thoſe ſchemes or de- 
< ſigns into execution; but now that Spain has, 
by adding breach of faith to her former obſti- 
© nacy, obliged us to begin the war, theſe 
© ſchemes or deſigns, or ſome of them, muſt 

| | now 
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< now be carried into execution; and before this 
is done, I am ſure it would be very imprudent 
< to diſcover them to the enemy, which would 
be the certain conſequence of having the letters 
and inſtructions now called for, laid before us. 
We ſhould thereby give Spain an opportunity 
of providing againſt every attack we can make, 
and of taking all poſſible means for rendering 
our defigns againſt them abortive. 

Sir, whatever opinion the people without 
doors may have of the paſt conduct of thoſe, 
who have the direction of our publick affairs, 
I am certain, they would have no good opinion 
of, nor any confidence in their future conduct, 
ſhould they agree to this motion, or adviſe his 
Majeſty to comply with it; I muſt, therefore, 
be of opinion, that, ſhould we agree to the 
addreſs propoſed, his Majeſty would find him- 
ſelf under a neceſſity of refuſing our requeſt ; 
and as I am very well aſſured, that his Majeſty 
will never refuſe any reaſonable requeſt that 
can be made to him by his Parliament, I ſhall 
always be againſt making any requeſt, which, 
I think, he cannot in prudence, or conſiſtently 
with the welfare of his kingdoms, fully com- 
ply with. The addreſs propoſed, I hope, I 
have ſhewn to be a requeſt of this nature ; this 
is the light I view it in; and this is a moſt 
© ſubſtantial reaſon for my giving a negative to 
© the motion.” | 
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The next that ſpoke was Edmund Waller, Eſq; 
whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus. | 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, I ſhall readily admit, that the rights — 


© and privileges of Parliament have not of late 
© years been ſo much diſputed by our miniſters, 


© as they, were formerly, and if it were m_ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
fary, I could give a very good reaſon for this 
complaiſance on the part of our miniſters ; but 
the acknowledging of our right to enquire 
will ſignify but little, if it ſhould ever come 
to be in the power of miniſters, to prevail 
with a majority of this houſe, to put a nega- 
tive upon every queſtion that tends to an en- 
quiry. This, I hope, is not now our caſe; 
but I muſt obſerve, that for many years paſt, 
either our miniſters havc been extremely good, 
or our Parliaments extremely complaiſant; for 
there has been no regular parliamentary en- 
quiry into the conduct of any one miniſter, 
whilſt he continued to be ſo; and if no mini- 
ſter's conduct is ever to be examined by Parlia- 
ment, till after he 1s given up by the crown, 
I cannot think, that parliamentary enquiries 
will ever be of any great ſervice to the nation. 
The honourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt, has 
been ſo good as to acknowledge our right to 
enquire into the conduct of publick affairs; 
but if the arguments he has been pleaſed to 
make uſe of upon this occaſion, be allowed to 
be of any weight, I am ſure, no parliamentary 
enquiry into a miniſter's conduct can ever be 
ſet on foot, becauſe they will be of equal 
weight againſt every future enquiry, and every 
motion that may tend to that end. 

The honourable gentleman is pleaſed to ſay, 
we ought never to enquire, but when there ap- 
pears to have been a flagrant error in the con- 
duct of our publick affairs. Sir, how is this 
error to appear, if we are never to have laid 
before us any papers that relate to the late con- 
duct of our publick affairs? Does not every 
gentleman ſee, that the end of an enquiry. is 
here miſtaken for the cauſe ? A general ſuſpi- 
cion, therefore, muſt always be a good cauſe, 
and this is what gave occaſion for the preſent. 

OY motion. 
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motion. There is at preſent the ſtrongeſt rea- 


ſon to ſuſpect moſt egregious errors in the late 
conduct of our publick affairs, and we deſire 


to have the papers now moved for laid before 


us, that we may- from thence point out the er- 
rors our miniſters may have been guilty of, or 
remove the ſuſpicions which are now ſo gene- 
ral, and which may have been unjuſtly con- 


that, if our miniſters have been guilty of no 
error in their late conduct, they have at leaſt 
been guilty of a moſt egregious miſtake. They 
declared, with the greateſt aſſurance, for ſeve- 
ral years together, that they had reaſon to 


hope for a happy iſſue from their pacifick ne- 


gotiations. Does it not now evidently appear; 
thar they were miſtaken? And as I can diſco- 
ver no material difference between an error and 
a miſtake, I muſt therefore think, that from 
the honourable gentleman's own argument; 
there is an abſolute and apparent neceſſity for 
enquiring into our late conduct; and if there 


be a neceſſity for examining our late conduct; 


we ought to have all papers before us, that 
inay any way contribute to our information. 

* Whether we ought, or ought not to enquire 
into the late conduct of our publick affairs, is 
therefore, I think, a queſtion that can admit 
of no diſpute, and, I think, it has not been 
ſaid, that the papers called for are not neceſ- 
fary for our information. But we are told, 
they cannot be laid before us, becauſe the ſe- 
crets of our government would thereby be diſ- 


covered to our enemies, which might be of 


miſchievous conſequence to the nation. That 


' theſe papers contain ſome ſecrets, which our 


miniſters: do not defire to have diſcovered, is 
what I am fully convinced of, otherwiſe this 


motion would not be ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed : 
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ceived. But I will go farther: I will affirm 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
But that this diſcovery might be of any mif- 
chievous conſequence to the nation, is what I 
very much doubt of. It is what every gentle- 
man, as a member of this houſe, ought to 
doubt of, becauſe in the preſent caſe, we 
ought certainly to have all the information 
that can be given conſiſtently with the publick 
ſafety ; and in a cafe where we ought to doubt, 
it is below the dignity of this aſſembly to take 
a reſolution of that doubt from any of our 
own members. In ſuch a caſe, it is from his 
Majeſty alone we can accept of any ſatisfac- 
tion, and the only method of obtaining that 
ſatisfaction is, by agreeing to the addreſs pro- 
poſed. Can our preſenting ſuch an addreſs be 
attended with any bad conſequence ? If his 
Majeſty, by way of anſwer, ſhould tell us, 
that ſome of thoſe papers could not ſafely be 
laid before us, would fuch an anſwer be at- 
tended with any bad conſequence ? Could it be 
ſaid to be a refuſal of our requeſt? No, Sir, 
every ſuch requeſt implies, in its own nature, 
the condition of its being conſiſtent with the 
publick ſafety; and therefore his Majeſty's tell- 
ing us that it is not, will always be look'd on 
by a dutiful houſe of Commons, as a ſufficient 
anſwer to ſuch a requeſt; but it is an anſwer 
we can take from none but our Sovereign: It 
is beneath our dignity to take ſuch an anſwer 
from any of his ſervants. „ 
* Suppoling then there were a probability, 
that {ome of theſe papers might make a diſ- 
covery, which would be of dangerous conſe- 
quence to the nation, 1t would be no argument 
againſt our agreeing to the motion. But ſo 
far otherwiſe, it is not ' poſſible to ſuppoſe, 
that any of the papers now called for contain 
any ſecrets, the diſcovery of which might be 
of bad conſequence to the nation, without 


© ſuppoſing 
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ſuppoſing our miniſters to have been guilty f | 
| © a very great weakneſs. I ſhall grant, that iv 5 


0 ee. 


ſummer, 1738, we were, or at leaſt our mini- 
ſters were, in a ſtate of uncertainty about war 
or peace. I ſhall grant, it was right in them 
to contrive and form ſchemes for attacking the 
Spaniards, in caſe they had refuſed to treat 
with us upon a reaſonable footing ; but whilſt 
they were in this doubt, I am ſure it would 
have been very weak, and very wrong, in 
them, to have communicated ſuch ſchemes, 
either to the commanders of our ſquadrons, 
or to the governors of our plantations. For as 
no ſuch ſcheme could be carried into execution 
by them, till they had an account from hence, 
that our pacifick negotiations were entirely 
broke off, and war reſolved on, and as the 
ſame expreſs that carried them this account, 
might likewiſe have carried them the ſchemes 
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tions for putting them in execution, it would 
have been moſt imprudent and raſh in our mi- 
niſters, to give or ſend them any warlike 0 
ſchemes, or inſtructions for executing any ſuch - 
ſcheme, before they ſent them an account of 4x 
our negotiations being entirely broke off. We 
cannot, therefore, ſuppoſe, that any of the 
letters or inſtructions now called for contain 
any ſecrets, or any ſchemes which are now to i 
be executed, unleſs we ſuppoſe that our mini- Sf 
ſters were guilty of a piece of great weakneſs ; | 1 
and if we ſuppoſe them guilty of ſuch a piece | 
of weakneſs, it is a good reaſon, not only for 
enquiring into their conduct, but for removing 
them from our publick councils ; for in the if 
dangerous, and, I am afraid, Jong journey we 1 
are now entered upon, it is not likely, thoſe 
* miniſters can carry us through with ſafety, 
« that made ſuch a trip at the firſt outſet. 
. 8 F 2 . 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© Sir, if the letters and inſtructions now called 
for, were ſuch as they ought to have been, 
they could contain nothing but orders and di- 
rections how to take care of our trade, and 
prevent our merchants being farther plundered, 
whilſt we were negotiating with thoſe that had 
plundered them. It was certainly our buſineſs 
to prevent, as much as poſſible, our merchants 
being plundered during the courſe of our nego- 
tiation, not only for "the fake of our trade, 
but for the ſake of ſucceeding in our negotia- 
tion; for the leſs we ſuffered, the leſs repara- 
tion we had to demand, and the leſs we had to 
demand, the more eaſily might we expect to 
obtain ſatisfaction in an amicable way. It was, 
therefore, the duty of thoſe whoſe buſineſs it 
was, to ſend the moſt prudent and exact in- 
ſtructions to our commanders, governors, and 
conſuls, to take all proper care of our trade in 
the mean time; and here, I believe, the ſecret 
hes. Conſidering how many of our merchant 
ſhips were ſeized, how many plundered, and 
fome perhaps, with their whole crew, ſunk, 
after being ſtript of every thing the pirates 
thought valuable, there 1s the greateſt reaſon 


to ſuſpect, that due care was not taken of our 
trade, nor proper inſtructions given for that 


purpole ; and this is the fecret, I believe, 
which ſome amongſt us are ſo much afraid of 
having diſcovered ; but will the diſcovery of 
this ſecret be attended with any miſchievous 
conſequence to the nation? Can the enemy 
from thence get any advantage? On the con- 
trary, Sir, if this ſecret be not now diſco- 


vered; if thoſe who neglected, or did not 


know how to take care of our trade in time of 
peace, be left to take care of it in time of 
war, this nation muſt ſuffer many loſſes in 
__ and the enemy muſt reap many advan- 

tages, 
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tages, which neither we ſhould have ſuffered, 


nor they have reaped, if proper care had been 
taken to prevent it. This 1s a conſequence, 
and a fatal conſequence, which reaſon may 


convince us of, and it is, in my opinion, con- 


firmed by what has already paſſed ſince the 
war began; for if the enemy, in every four 


months, during the continuance of the war, 


ſhould be able to take as many of our mer- 
chant ſhips, as they . have done in the four 
months ſince it began, I am afraid, we ſhall 
neither get honour nor adyantage by the war, 
and in the mean time our trade will be utterly 
undone. 

« As for the handle the enemy may get from 
theſe papers, for throwing the blame of the 


war upon this nation, it is impoſſible to ſup- 


poſe they can get ſuch a handle from theſe, or 
from any papers that can be laid before Parlia- 
ment. The cauſe of the war is now ſo well 
known, that it is needleſs either for them or 
us to diſſemble or diſguiſe it any longer. The 
non-payment of the 95,0007. ſtipulated by the 
convention, was not the cauſe of the war ; but 
the unavoidableneſs of a war, without giving 
up the point of ſearch, was the cauſe of that 
non-payment. It is known to all Europe, as 

well as to -every man in this nation, that the 


two principal points in diſpute between Spain 


and us, were reparation for paſt ſufferings, and 
no ſearch in time to come. The Spaniards, I 
believe, were from the beginning reſolved to 
grant us neither the one nor the other, but 
were willing to negotiate with us as long as we 


pleaſed, becauſe, in the mean time, they had 


an opportunity to enrich themſelves by the 
* plunder of our merchants; and tho' a ſuſpen- 
ſion at leaſt of ſearching till the point of right 
ſhould be determined, ought to have been A 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
preliminary to any negotiation, yet we not 
only entered upon a negotiation, but have 
concluded two/treaties with them, without ſti- 
pulating ſo Huch as a ſuſpenſion of ſearching 
our ſhips upgsn the open ſeas. In this manner 
we continued to negotiate with them for al- 
moſt twenty years, and would, I believe, have 
ſtill continued to do ſo, if the ſpirit of the na- 
tion had not at laſt riſen up againſt this tedi- 
ous, hopeleſs, and unequal method of nego- 
tiation ; for the late convention gave us no- 
thing but a new fund for negotiation. It gave 
us no ſecurity, it gave us no ſatisfaction, it 
gave us no reparation, but what the Spaniards 
themſelves had before acknowledged to be 


- © juſtly due to us. Before this convention was 
concluded, the King of Spain himſelf had al- 
+ lowed ſix of our ſhips to have been unjuſtly 
_ * ſeized: Theſe fix ſhips, I ſuppoſe, he reck- 


* oned worth 27,0007. and this was all the repa- 
ration he would agree to give. If we would 
* accept of this reparation, releaſe all other de- 
* mands, and leave the point of ſearch, as well 


as all other diſputes, to a new negotiation, the 
_ * Spaniards were willing to conclude a treaty or 


* convention with us; and ſo fond were we of 
having a treaty of ſome ſort or other, that we 
agreed to theſe terms. But tho* this treaty 
* was not cenſured, as, in my opinion, it ought 
to have been, within doors, yet it was ſo 
much cenſured, and fo loudly and generally 
s exclaimed againſt without doors, that our mi- 
* niſters ſaw, the nation would neither give up, 
© nor bear to negotiate any longer about 7 2 
point of ſearch, nor would it bear with ſeeing 
* the South-Sea company made a facrifice of to 
the unjuſt reſentment of the court of Spain. 

* This the court of Spain were ſenſible of, as 


well as our miniſters; and as the court of Spain 
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A. 17309. DEBATES. 
were reſolved not to yield to us in either of 
theſe points, they ſaw, that a war was unavoid- 


able, even though they had paid the 95,0007. 
ſtipulated by the convention. Therefore, as I 
have ſaid, it was not the non-payment of that 
ſum that was the cauſe of the war, but it was 
the unavoidableneſs of a war that was the cauſe 
of that non-payment ; and it was the court of 


Spain's obſtinately inſiſting upon theſe two 


points, which of their ſide were moſt unjuſt, 
that was the cauſe of a war's becoming un- 


avoidable. This every man of ſenſe, both a- 


broad and at home, is fully apprized of. It is 
the unjuſt obſtinacy of the court of Spain, that 
muſt, by every one, be looked on as the cauſe 
of the war; but whether that obſtinacy was 
occaſioned by the conduct of our miniſters, is 


a queſtion of a different nature, and a queſtion 


that will, I hope, be ſoon examined into, in 
the only place where ſuch a queition can be 
properly examined, I mean, a free, an inde- 
pendent, and an unbiaſſed Hritiſb Parliament. 


< Conſidering the power of the two nations; 


conſidering the incapacity of Spain, either to 
hurt this nation, or to defend itſelf againſt us ; 
and conſidering how ſeverely it has, in former 


reigns, felt the weight of our reſentment, it 


muſt be allowed, Sir, that the obſtinacy 
of the court of Spain, in points that are 
ſo manifeſtly unjuſt, is both ſurprizing and 
unaccountable. It muſt be allowed to , be a 
ſufficient cauſe for ſuſpecting the conduct of 
our negotiators, and as ſuſpicion is a good 
cauſe for a parliamentary enquiry, for this rea- 
ſon, if there were none other, their conduct 
ought to be ſtrictly enquired into, and all pa- 
pers neceſſary for that purpoſe ought to be laid 
before us. But according to the honourable 
gentleman's way of arguing, it will always be 
N 1 3 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
either too early or too late, to call for any pa- 
pers that may give light into the conduct of a 


miniſter. Whilſt he is alive, and intruſted by 


the crown, it will always be too early for this 
houſe to call for any papers relating to his con- 
duct, becauſe you may, thereby, diſcover the 
ſecrets of the government: In time of peace 
you may, thereby, diſturb, or render fruitleſs, 
his negotiations for preventing a war; and in 
time of war, you may thereby diſcover his 


ſchemes for carrying it on. Thus, whilit he 1s 


alive, and favoured by the crown, it will al- 
ways be too early to call for any papers relating 
to his conduct; and after he is dead, I am 
ſure, it will be too late to enquire into his con- 
duct. At this rate, Sir, you muſt never en- 
quire into the conduct of any miniſter, whilſt 
he continues in favour with the crown; and if 
this ſhould be laid down as a maxim, it would 
deſtroy the chief uſe of Parliaments. The na- 
tion would have no legal way left of getting 
rid of a weak or wicked miniſter; and if this 
ſhould ever come to be our caſe, it would be 
ridiculous in us to boaſt of the happineſs of 
our conſtitution, or to ſay, we are a free 
For this reaſon, Sir, I hope the arguments 
which the honourable gentleman has been 


pleaſed ta make uſe of, will have no weight, 


either in this caſe, or any other of the like 


nature. But in this caſe, there is not the leaſt 


room for making uſe of ſuch an argument; 
becauſe it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, the papers 
now called for contain any ſecrets that ought 
not to be diſcovered, without ſuppoſing our 
miniſters to have been guilty of great weak- 
neſs, and this, I hope, the honourable gentle- 
man is far from ſuppoſing, or deſiring others 
1 F 1 ; 


Robert 


A. 1739 DEBATES, 


Robert T! racy, Eſqz ſpoke next, to the effect as 


follows, VIZ. 


7 A = 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, The very argument the honourable gen- Mr. Tracy's 


tlemen have made uſe of in favour of this mo- 
13 is with me an argument for being againſt 

They ſay, it is "neceſſary to make a ſolemn 
Paule enquiry into the late conduct of 
our publick affairs, and therefore, it is neceſ- 


fary to have theſe papers laid before us. Now, 
I think, it is not in the leaſt neceſſary to make 


any enquiry into the late conduct of our pub- 
lick affairs, and therefore, I think, there 
is no neceſſity for our having theſe papers, or 
any other papers of the like nature laid before 

I entertain no ſuſpicions, that there was 
4 weakneſs, or wickedneſs in any of our 
late meaſures: I think they were all as pru- 
dent and as right as could be expected from 
human wiſdom; and J have this comfort, that 
my opinion has always been, and, I hope, ſtill 
is, the opinion of Parliament. T do not re- 


member, that any one publick meaſure has 


lately been taken, but what has had the previ- 
ous conſent, or the poſterior. approbation of 
Parliament ; and therefore, I can fee no reaſon 
why we ſhould interrupt our miniſters in the 
proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary war we 
are now engaged in, by putting them upon 
their trial before this aſſembly. 

* I can find no fault, Sir, with any part of 
the conduct of thoſe who are now our mini- 


ſters, but I am really ſurprized at the conduct 


of thoſe that oppoſe them, and who are now 
the advocates for this motion. They ſeem in 


their conduct, or at leaſt, in ſome part of it, 


to imitate a man Whom, I am certain, they do 
| not 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
not like. The King of Spain, Sir, ſeems to 
have laid it down as a maxim, that he may 
abdicate the crown, and take it up again, 
whenever he thinks fit. He has already done 
ſo once ; but if he abdicates a ſecond time, I 
hope. they won't again give him leave to re- 
ſume. I hope he will be ſerved as a neigh- 
bouring monarch was, who, it 1s thought, had 
likewiſe a deſign of re-aſcending the throne, 
but was prevented by being locked up in a 
caſtle. The gentlemen in the oppoſition, like 
the King of Spain, have once already retired 
from their ſeats in this houſe, and like him 
too, have again reſumed them: If they do ſo 
a ſecond time, I think they ought to be taken 
at their word, and prevented from having it 
in their power to return, The King of Spain, 
and his Queen together, ever ſince he reſumed 
the crown, have been raiſing continual broils 
and diſturbances in Europe: In this too theſe 
gentlemen ſeem to imitate him : They ſeem, I 
think, to come here only with a deſign to raiſe 
diſturbances, and to impede and retard the 
publick meaſures, at a time when every engine 
of government ought to be left to act with 
the utmoſt vigour and freedom. Even this 
motion I muſt look on as a proſecution of the 
ſame deſign, and therefore, I ſhall be againſt 
our agreeing to it.“ 


Mr. Alderman Heatbcote ſtood up next, and 
ſpoke in ſubſtance thus. ; 


Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir, Whatever the honourable gentleman 
that ſpoke laſt may think, whatever the ma- 
« jority of this houſe may think of our late pub- 
© lick meaſures, I am very ſure the majority of 
© the nation do not approve of them. The ma- 
25 "0 « jority 
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jjority of the nation not only diſapproved of 
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the pacifick, negotiating humour that for ſo 


many years prevailed amongſt us ; but they 
did, they do ſtill ſuſpect, that our negotiators 
were either moſt egregiouſly impoſed on by 


the court of Spain, or induced, from ſome pri- 


vate motives of their own, to continue nego- 
tiating, and ſuffering our merchants to be plun- 
dered, after their being fully aſſured that their 
negotiations could have no ſucceſs. If the 
former was their caſe, they were guilty of a 
moſt pernicious weakneſs; if the latter, of a 
moſt heinous wickedneſs. This is the way of 
thinking with almoſt every man without doors, 
nay, it is the way of talking with almoſt every 
man without doors, that is not paid for talk- 
ing otherwiſe; and, indeed, the very nature 
of the caſe muſt, in my opinion, make every 
man think ſo, whatever way he may talk. It 
is now almoſt twenty years ſince the Spaniards 
ſet up their pretence to a right of. ſearching 
our ſhips vg the American ſeas, and ſeizing and 
confiſcating ſuch as had what they were pleaſed 
to call contraband goods on board. It is almoſt 
twenty years ſince they began to exerciſe this 
right, and they have continued to exerciſe it 
without interruption, and with great. ſucceſs, 
except when they ſuſpended it, that they might 
afterwards reaſſume the exerciſe of it with the 
more ſafety. | _ 

* If they had only ſet up ſuch a right, Sir, 
without making uſe of it, or if the uſe they 
made of it had done no immediate prejudice 
to this nation, we might have negotiated with 
them about it for ſome years, we might have 
delayed inſiſting peremptorily upon their giv- 
ing it up in expreſs terms; but, as they not 
only ſet it up, but made uſe of it, and as the 
uſe they made of it was infinitely prejudicial, 
8 r ; | . ag 
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as well as diſhonourable to the nation, it is a- 
mazing that we did not bring them to a poſi- 
tive declaration upon this head many years 
ago: One would really think, our miniſters 
were infatuated, and cannot help concluding, 
that they muſt either have been moſt egregi- 
ouſly impoſed on by the court of Spain, or 
that, with their eyes open, they ſacrificed the 
rights, the honour, the trade, and the naviga- 
tion of their country, to ſome private views of 
their own. Before this diſpute came to an 
open rupture, frequent attempts were made in 
this houſe to enquire into this part of our mi- 
nifter's conduct, and motions were frequently 
made for having ſuch papers laid before us, as 
were neceſſary for that purpoſe ; but, we were 
then told,. that the laying ſuch papers before 
us, would interrupt the courſe of our negotia- 
tions, and would, probably, make a war una- 
voidable, which might be otherwiſe prevented. 
This always prevented any enquiry into the 
conduct of our negotiators, during the courſe 
of their negotiations; and, now we are told, 
you muſt not have the papers neceſſary for ſuch 
an enquiry laid before you, becauſe it will diſ- 
cover thoſe ſchemes that have been concerted 
by our wile miniſters for carrying on the war. 
< Sir, an honourable gentleman has already 
ſhewn, that it is impoſlible to ſuppoſe any ſuch 
diſcovery can be made, by the papers now 
called for; but I will go farther, I will inſiſt 
upon it, that ſuch a diſcovery, if it were made, 
could do us no prejudice, but that on the con- 
trary, 1t may be of great ſervice. We have 
no occaſion, Sir, to make a ſecret of any of 
our deſigns againſt the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, and 
there, I hope, moſt of our ſchemes againſt 
Spain are, and will be laid. Suppoſe our mi- 
niſters had, during their late negotiations, con- 
| N i 
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certed ſuch hoſtile ſchemes, and ſuppoſe they 
were ſo weak, as to communicate thoſe ſchemes 
to our ſea-commanders, our governors, or our 
conſuls, and to have ſent inſtructions for car- 
rying them into execution, before they knew 
whether they were to be executed or no; for 
though they may be wiſe, I do not take them 
to be conjurers, and, therefore, I cannot ſup- 
poſe, they knew what reſolutions the court of 


Spain would come to, upon our making a pe- 


remptory demand. I ſay, ſuppoſe all that in 
this caſe can be ſuppoſed, is it, now that war 
is declared, in the power of Spain to prevent 
the execution of ſuch ſchemes, or to take any 
meaſures for rendering the execution more diffi- 
cult? Suppoſe we had concerted a ſcheme for 
making an attack upon the Havanna, upon 
Carthagena, Vera Cruz, or any of the other 
Spaniſh ſettlements in America, could the Spa- 


niards now ſend a reinforcement of troops to 


any of thoſe places, if we take proper mea- 
ſures to prevent it? Whilſt we are maſters at 
ſea, it is evident they cannot; therefore, a diſ- 
covery of ſuch ſchemes can do no prejudice, 
but may be of ſervice to the nation; becauſe 1t 
may frighten the court of Spain into a compli- 
ance with our juſt demands, which is the only 
way they have, or can take for preventing the 
execution of them. 

* The obſtinacy of the court of Spain, during 
the courſe of our negotiations, I am convin- 
ced, Sir, proceeded entirely from the 1gno- 


rance or the timidity of our negotiators, which: - 
gave that court reaſon to think, either that we 


did not underſtand our own rights, or that we 
were afraid of endeavouring to vindicate them 
by force of arms; and now that war is decla- 
red, I am convinced, that their obſtinacy in 
continuing the war, rather than ſubmit to rea- 
| _ © ſonable 
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78 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ſonable terms, can proceed from nothing but a 
belief, that we either do not know how to pro- 
ſecute the war, or that we dare not pro- 
ſecute it in the proper way, for fear of diſ- 
obliging their friends the Freuch. If from a 
diſcovery of our ſchemes, it ſhould appear, 
that we both know how to proſecute the war, 
and dare proſecute it in the proper way, which, 
I hope, will appear, whenever our ſchemes 
are diſcovered, I am perſuaded, it would put 
an end to the obſtinacy of the Spaniards, and, 
conſequently, to the preſent war, which muſt 
be allowed to be inconvenient for us, but it 
may, probably, be fatal to them. Therefore, 
there can be no danger in our having the pa- 
pers now called for laid before us : Without 
them, or, at leaſt, moſt of them, we can have 
no ſatisfaction as to our paſt conduct; and 
whatever we may. think about it, we ought to 
have ſome regard to. what our conſtituents 
think of it: Many of them have ſuffered by 
the tediouſneſs of our negotiations : Moſt of 
them complained of our continuing ſo long to 
negotiate, under the inſults and depredations 
we were thereby expoſed to; and as our nego- 
tiations now appear to have been fruitleſs, thoſe 
that are to ſuffer by the war, have reaſon to 
aſk, why they were made to ſuffer ſo much by 
the peace? In this they expect ſatisfaction from 
Parliament, and if they ſhould be diſappoint- 
ed, they will, I fear, have the ſame opinion of 
us, that moſt of them, I believe, have of our 
late negotiators : They will think, we have a 
greater regard to our own eaſe and tranquillity, 
than we have to the honour of the nation, or 
the happineſs of the people; which is a cha- 
racter I ſhall always endeavour to avoid, and, 
therefore, I muſt be for agreeing to the motion 
now under our conſideration,” 1 
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Ihe next that ſpoke was Sir John Barnard, the 
purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, I have always attended my duty in this Sir Fob» 
* houſe, and always ſhall, as long as the people — 
« freely and voluntarily do me the honour of 
* chuſing me one of their repreſentatives ; but 
if we are never to enquire into the conduct of 
* any miniſter, till that miniſter, or the crown, 
gives us leave to do ſo, our attending here, or 
our. meeting together in this houſe, will be of 
very little ſignification to the people; for, I 
may venture to propheſy, that if ever we 
* ſhould have a houſe of Commons ſo complai- 
* ſant to the crown, as not to enquire into the 
conduct of any of its miniſters, without a conge 
for that purpoſe, ſuch a houſe of Commons 
vill be as complaiſant in every other reſpect ; 
* and will conſequently agree to every law the 
* crown may be pleaſed to propoſe, and to eve- 
* ry grant the crown may be pleaſed to de- 
mand, and inſiſt on. Like ſome of the petty 
o 
* 
o 
* 
c 


ſtates in France or Germany, we may make hum- 
ble remonſtrances to our Sovereign, and repre- 
ſent our inability to comply with the free-gift 
demanded of us; but when our Sovereign, or 
his prime miniſter, ſays, it muſt be done, we 
may depend on it, that-fuch a houſe of Com- 
mons will always ſubmit and agree to what is 
demanded of them. The gentlemen of the 
other ſide of the queſtion, ſhould be cautious 
of mentioning any thing that has been lately ! 
done in Spain, for there are many things now 1] 
done in that kingdom, which neither would I 
nor could be done, if their Cortez had pre- 
ſerved their ancient freedom and independen- 
cy; and, if the maxims theſe gentlemen _ 
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trial, but it is itſelf no trial: 


bank A nz rAAr 4035 
| pleaſed to advance upon this occaſion, 
ſhould ever be received in this kingdom, our 


Parliaments will ſoon become as complaiſant to 
the crown, and of as little uſe to the people, 


as the Cortez now are in Spain. 


«A parliamentary enquiry into a miniſter's 
condult is, I find, very much miſtaken by the 
gentlemen who oppoſe this queſtion: Sir, it is 
not a trial: It may, I grant, be the cauſe of a 
It is a fort of 
debt which every miniſter owes to the publick. 
A miniſter is a ſort of agent or ſteward for the 
publick, and is not every ſteward obliged to 
give an account of his ſtewardſhip ? When a 
lord happens, upon a general view of his af- 
fairs, to be perfectly ſatisfied with the manage- 
ment of his ſteward, he may ſave himſelf the 
trouble of examining, or appointing others to 
examine particularly into his ſteward's conduct 
and accounts; and, in the ſame manner, when 
a nation happens, upon the general view of 
publick affairs, to be perfectly well ſatisfied 
with the conduct of its miniſters, there is no 
neceſſity for a particular enquiry into their con- 
duct; but, will any gentleman ſay, this is our 


r caſe at preſent? Sir, our conduct, as members 
P 


C. 
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of this houſe, is not, in this dale, to be di- 
rected by our own opinion. This houſe is not 
the lord to whom our miniſters are to anſwer 
for their conduct: The people is the lord to 
whom they are to anſwer, and we are appoint- 
ed by the people to examine into their conduct 
and accounts. Therefore, when the people in 
general, or a great part of them, ſeem diſſa- 
tisfied with the conduct of publick affairs, it is 
our duty, whatever we ourſelves may think, 
to make a ſtrict and impartial enquiry into the 
conduct of our miniſters, and to call for all 
papers that may be neceſſary for that Pe 
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This is not ſubjecting our miniſters to a trial, 
it is only making them give an account to the 
people, of their ſtewardſhip, which is an obli- 
gation they lay themſelves under, when they 
accept of being the miniſters of the crown, 
and conſequently the ſtewards of the people; 
and they ought to be ready to perform this 
obligation, when, and as often as the people 
may pleaſe to require it. I am ſorry it is not 


performed much oftener than has been ufual of 


late years: I am ſure, the oftener it is per- 
formed, the more it will redound to the ho- 
nour of a good adminiſtration, the better ſafe- 
guard it will be to the people againſt the frauds 


and oppreſſions of a bad one. 


In private life, Sir, we know that 4 good 
and faithful ſteward is deſirous of having his 
management and accounts examined and ſet- 
tled as often as poſſible: No man that has ho- 
neſt intentions deſires to have long, or will 


have perplexed accounts; and therefore, an 


examination of them can give him no con- 
cern, nor can it give him much trouble, or 
take up any conſiderable part of his time. In 
publick life, I am convinced it will always be 
the ſame: When there 1s no fraud nor myſtery 
in a miniſter's conduct, he will be deſirous 
of having it often enquired into: Such exami- 
nation can give him no trouble, nor take up 
any part of his time ; becauſe his papers, his 
vouchers, his meaſures may be eaſily under- 
ſtood, and will juſtify themſelves. Therefore, 


- when I find mfhiſters cutting and ſhuffling, and 
making uſe of all their art to prevent an exa- 


mination into their conduct, it will always be, 
with me, a ſtrong argument for an immediate 
and ſtrict enquiry. But now, it ſeems, we 
muſt not enter upon an enquiry, becauſe it will 


* take off the thoughts of our miniſters from the 
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proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary war we 
are at preſent engaged in. Sir, I am ſurprized 
to hear this argument made ule of; for, it is 
very well known, that none of our generals or 
admirals have had any chief concern in our ad- 
miniſtration for theſe ſeveral years, nor has 

any one of them ever once been employed in 
our negotiations; therefore their thoughts can 
be no way taken up by an enquiry into our 
late conduct, and I muſt think, that in time 
of war, our generals and admirals ought to be 
his Majeſty's chief counſellors. I wiſh they 
had — ſo for ſome years paſt: If they had, 
we ſhould not, I believe, have fuffered fo much 
by our negotiations. If the advice of ſome of 
© them had been followed, I am convinced, the 
war would have been begun and happily ended 
long before this time; and, for this reaſon, I 
do not know, but an enquiry: into our paſt 
conduct may be one of the beſt things we can 
do for the publick good, becauſe it will take 
| © up the time of our negotiators, and prevent 
their interrupting our generals and admirals in 
the proſecution of the war. 

It is not poſſible, Sir, for our miniſters, with 
© all their art, to ſhew, that an enquiry into 
their pacifick conduct can be attended with any 
« one: diſadvantage to the nation; and, if any 
great part of the people appear diſſatisfied with 
their conduct, I have ſhewn, that it is our du- 

ty to enquire into it. Will any gentleman 
. © ſay, that no great part of the people appear 
diſſatisfied with our long and tedious negotia- 
tions? While theſe pacifick meaſures were 
carrying on, the people appeared diſſatisfied 
with them, and openly ſhewed their diſſatiſ- 
* faction by many petitions preſented to this 
* houſe. 1s it poſlible to ſuppoſe, they are now 
* lels diſſatisfied than they were at that time? If 
our 
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* our pacifick meaſures had ended in an honoura- 
ble and ſolid treaty of peace, they might at 
© laſt have given ſome ſatisfaction: The people 


would have forgot and forgiven the inſults and 


loſſes the nation was expoſed to, by the me- 
© thods that were taken for obtaining ſo good an 
end. But our negotiations ended in a moſt in- 
© ſignificant convention, which was called the 


© preliminaries to a definitive treaty of peace, 
- 2 - . P ” 
but it has fince appeared to be the prelimina- 


© ries to a dangerous war. In theſe circumſtan- 
ces, is it not natural for the people to enquire; 
What hopes, what foundation we had for conti- 
nuing a pacifick negotiation for ſo many years, 
© under all the diſadvantages of a real war? Is it 
© not natural for the people to enquire, how we 
came to allow the Spaniards quietly, on our 
part at leaſt, to wreſt from our ancient al- 
* ly the Emperor, the rich and beautiful king- 
© dom of the Two Sicilies ? Is it not natural for 
© the people to enquire, how we came to put 
ourſelves to the expence of ſending a large 
ſquadron to conduct Don Carlos triumphantly 
to the poſſeſſion of that kingdom? And all 
this, without their giving us the leaſt ſatisfac- 
tion as to any one point then in diſpute be- 
tween them and us. Sir, the people will en- 
quire into theſe things, and if you do not give 
them ſatisfaftion by a previous parliamentary 
© enquiry, they will condemn as well as enquire : 
They will go farther, they will condemn you, 
* as to your characters at leaſt, for not having 
condemned ſuch a weak and pernicious con- 
duct. - 
© The honourable gentleman, Sir, that ſpoke 
* firſt againſt this motion, miſtook the cafe very 
much when he faid; the convention was ap- 
proved of by Parliament. If ſuch a queſtion. 
had been put, it would not have paſſed. a | 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
the queſtion had been put in expreſs terms, Ap- 
prove or diſapprove of that treaty, it would, 
l am perſuaded, have been diſapproved of, 

even by this houſe: It was diſapproved of by 
the whole nation. I am ſurprized to hear it 
now ſaid, that we got by that treaty any repa- 
ration for paſt injuries, or any ſecurity againſt 
future. If the Spaniards had paid us the 93, oool. 
thereby ſtipulated, we, or at leaſt our South-Sea 
company, muſt have paid them back 68,0007). 
of that ſum, or have loſt their right to the A, 
* ſiento contract; ſo that all the reparation pro- 
© miſed was e which was not near 
equal to the value of the ſix ſhips the Spaniards 
had before acknowledged to have been unjuſtly 
ſeized. Thus it is evident, that no ſatisfaction 
or reparation was ſo much as ſtipulated for the 
* injured honour of the nation, and a very in- 
ſignificant one for the loſſes of our merchants, 
Then, as to the point of ſearch, no ſecurity a- 
gainſt it was ſo much as ſtipulated : It was ex- 
preſly referred to be regulated by plenipotentia- 
Ties; that 1s to ſay, it was on our part tacitly 
given up. We got nothing therefore by that 
convention, but a new fund for negotiation, as 
an honourable gentleman has already ſaid in 
this debate; and this our miniſters would, 
] believe, have remained ſatisfied with, for 
ſome years longer, if the ſpirit of the nation 
would have given them leave; but they ſaw 
they durſt not continue to negotiate any longer 
upen the former footing, and Spain would treat 
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with them upon no other. 
This, Sir, was the true ſource of the war. Spain 


o 
C 
0 
£ 
0 
= 
p 
« 
» 
6 
& 
c 
c 
N 
o 


c 


did not refuſe to perform her part of that con- 

vention, becauſe ſhe thought it good for us, 
* but. becauſe ſhe ſaw that her making the ſtipu- 
© lated payment would not prevent a war, unleſs 
+ ſhe likewiſe did us juſtice with reſpect to 5 
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other points in diſpute. This ſhe-reſolved not 
to do, and therefore ſhe reſolved, not to put 
© 95,000. into the hands of a people from 
hom ſhe expected an immediate attack. This, 
Sir, was the true reaſon why Spain did not pay 
us the 95,000/7. at the time appointed; but, 
* when I am thus conſidering the reaſon why 
Spain did not make that ſtipulated payment, I 
cannot but obſerve, that in all her manifeſto's, 
* ſhe attributes that non-payment to agreements 
* which the Parliament never heard of; and this 
* furniſhes us with a new, and a very ſtrong ar- 
* gument for enquiring into our negotiations, 
previous to that convention, in order to fee 
© whether the court of Spain have any Juſt 
ground for alledging and inſiſting upon ſuch 
* agreements; for if they have, we ought at 


« leaſt to cenſure thoſe that made ſuch agree- 


ments, before we puniſh Spain for inſiſting up- 
on them. | E 

Thus, Sir, in every light the queſtion can 
be put, it appears neceſlary for us to enquire 
into our late pacifick conduct. In no light can 
it be ſuppoſed, that ſuch an enquiry will be 
attended with any danger or diſadvantage to 
the nation ; and, as the papers now called for 
are neceſſary for our information, upon ſuch 
an enquiry, therefore, I hope, the motion will 
* be agreed to. Eb. | 
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The laſt that ſpoke in this debate was Sir Ro- 
dert Walpole, whole ſpeech was to this effect, viz. 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, I had not the good fortune of being 5 — 


9 here upon the firſt motion, but I have been geech, 


informed of it, and of the fate it met with. I 
* think the houſe was much in the right in put- 
ting a negative upon it, and, I hope, you will 
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5 time, It is to this * we are chiefly to aſcribe 
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+ do the ſame with regard to the motion now 
before you. The queſtion is not about the 
right this houſe has to enquire into any publick 
meaſure, or into the conduct of any publick 
miniſter, I hope, I ſhall never ſee this right 
: aſpyred hereafter, though it has been in for- 
mer times warmly conteſted, and poſitively de- 


nied. But theſe times, thank God! are over: 


C 
£ 
$ 
; 
Our happy conſtitution is now ſo well under- 
* ſtood, and the rights of this houſe fo firmly 
* eſtabliſhed, that no man, I believe, for the fu- 
t ture, will ever deny our right to enquire. But 
* there may be ſuch a thing as an improper or 
* imprudent enquiry ; and the queſtion now be- 
* fore us is, whether it would not be improper 
* to enter upon any fuch enquiry at this time, 
and whether it would not be imprudent to 
* make a publick enquiry into the conduct of 
our negotiations with Spain. 
For my own part, Sir, I ſhould be extream- 
| ly glad to have thoſe negotiations enquired 
into in the moſt ſtrict, the moſt impartial, and 
the moſt publick manner, if no damage could 
from thence enſue to the nation, This, I lay, 
I ſhould be extreamly glad of, becauſe I am 
convinced, it would redound very much to the 
honour of his Majeſty, and of every one em- 
1 by him in carrying on thoſe negotia- 
tions. On his Majeſty's part nothing would 
appear but the utmoſt candour, the utmoſt re- 
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f gard for the rights of his people, and the-moſt 


* tender concern for their tranquillity, ſafety, 
< and happineſs : Whereas, on the part of Spain, 
* there would appear nothing but quibble, chi- 


cane, and the moſt diſingenuous manner of 


+ treating : Seeming to grant one day what they 
f denied the next; and continual repeated pro- 
+ miſes, that all ſhould be made eaſy in a little 
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the tediouſneſs of our negotiations. His Ma- 


jeſty, from his concern for the peace and wel- 


fare of his people, was unwilling to come to a 
rupture with Spain, as long as there were any 
hopes left of being able to accommodate all 
our diſputes with that nation in an amicable 
manner; and theſe hopes were kept alive by 
the repeated affurances given, from time to 
time, by the court of Spain, and the plauſible 
excuſes they were furniſhed with, from the 
great diſtance of the places where proper en- 
quiries were to be made, and from the imper- 
fect accounts ſent them by their governors in 
America. EO 3 ' 

* Thefe aſſurances and excuſes, I ſay, Sir, 
prolonged our negotiations, and prevented his 
Majeſty's reſolving to have recourſe to arms, 
till he ſaw there was no depending upon any 
promiſes they could make, or upon the moſt 
ſolemn treaty that could be concluded with 
them; and therefore, I am convinced, a par- 
liamentary enquiry into theſe negotiations, 


would redound very much to the honour of 


every gentleman that was concerned either in 


adviſing or carrying them on. But, I muſt 


beg leave to think, that they are not a fit 
ſubje& for a parliamentary enquiry, nor is the 
prefent a propet time for the Parliament's en- 
tering upon a diſquifition into any publick 
meaſure. In all cafes of a foreign nature, we 
ought to be extreamly cautious of reſolving to 
enquire into them, in a parliamentary way; 
becauſe, no ſuch enquiry can be carried on, 
without running a great riſk of diſcovering ſe- 
crets that may give foreign courts a great ad- 
vantage over us, and ſuch, perhaps, as may 
render every court in Europe not a little ſhy of 
entering into any future negotiation with us. 
When we have a miniſter at a foreign court, it 
G 4 is 
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88 PARLIAMENTARY Al. 1739, 
| tis often neceſſary for him, in his letters, to 
give an account of the perſonal characters, the 
s particular intereſts, and the private converſa- 
* tions of the miniſters and favourites of the 
court at which he reſides ; and, I muſt beg of 
gentlemen to conſider, whether foreigners would 
think it either decent or honourable in us, to 
expoſe ſuch letters to publick view, and whe- 
ther it would not make every court in Europe 
extreamly ſhy of entering into any future ne- 
gotiation with the court of Great Britain. | 
I could mention many other circumſtances, 
Sir, which muſt always make it inconvenient 
* and hazardous, to ſet up a parliamentary en- 
| quiry into any foreign meaſure ; but what I 
* have ſaid will, I hope, be ſufficient for convin- 
' cing you, that no ſuch enquiry ought to be ſet 
* up, unleſs the meaſure appears to have been 
. . * monſtrouſly abſurd, and that, by ſuch an en- 
+ quiry, ſome methods may be found for repair- 
F ing the damage the nation may have ſuffered, 
or preventing the danger the nation may have 
been led into by that foreign meaſure. Let us 
* now examine, if either of theſe be the caſe, 
* with regard to our late pacifick conduct, as 
* gentlemen are pleaſed to call it. Surely, it 
* cannot be called monſtrouſly abſurd, becauſe it 
is but two years ago, that this very houſe of 
* Commons adviſed his Majeſty to continue his 
negotiations, and tg uſe his endeavours with his 
* Catholick Majeſty, to obtain effeFual relief for his 
© injured ſubjets, According to this advice, his 
+ Majeſty renewed his endeayours to obtain re- 
< dreſs in an amicable manner, and the court of 
+ Spain now finding that bare promiſes or aſſu- 
* rances would not do, they carried their diſin- 
genuity ſuch a length, that they actually a- 
b greed to, and ſigned a ſolemn treaty, within 
of ns | 5 EO a, STS 
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a year after this advice was given to his Ma- 


jeſty, by his Parliament. 


- 


Whether the convention was a right treaty 


or no, is not the queſtion now to be determi- 


ned, but, I am ſure, this houſe cannot call it 
monſtrouſly abſurd ; becauſe, though we did 
not in expreſs. terms approve of it, we ſo far 
approved of it, that we adviſed his Majeſty to 
proceed upon it, and upon the footing of that 


treaty, our plenipotentiaries immediately in- 


ſiſted upon the crown of Spain's giving up all 
pretences'to any right of ſearching our ſhips in 
the American ſeas; ſo that I cannot ſee, how 
we can now ſo much as find fault with that 


treaty, or with any of the negotiations that ei- 


ther preceded or ſucceeded it. But, upon this 
occaſion, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that ſome gen- 


tlemen are ſo ſanguine, and ſo much wedded 
to their own opinion, that they never think 


there can be any thing in what is ſaid againſt 


them; and for this reaſon, I believe, they ne- 


ver examine the arguments or objections of 
their opponents with attention, For my part, 
I am not ſo ſanguine : There is no opinion of 
mine, where I will not admit, that there may 
be ſomething in what is ſaid againſt it. This 
is my caſe, with regard to the convention. 
There was, perhaps, ſomething in what was 
ſaid againſt it; but upon the whole, I then 
thought, I ſtill think, the argument an its fa- 
your was ſtronger and better ſupported, than 
the argument againſt it. By accepting that 
treaty, we have rendered Spain inexcuſable, 
whereas, if we had begun hoſtilities when ſuch 
terms were offered us, I am afraid moſt courts 
in Europe would have laid the blame of the 
war at our door. 

Having now ſhewn, Sir, that our pacifick 


* conduct, or oun negotiations, tedious as they 
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were, cannot, by this houſe, be called mon- 
ſtrouſly abſurd, I ſhall next examine, whether 
we can, by enquiring into theſe negotiations, 
repair any damage the nation has ſuffered, or 
obviate any pa it lies expoſed to. If ſuch 
an enquiry could any way contribute to our 
ſucceſs in the war, or to the bringing about a 
ſpeedy and honourable peace, I ſhould be as 
much for it as any gentleman in this houſe; 
but, in my opinion, 1t may do us great preju- 
dice in both theſe reſpects. It may unfold 
ſuch ſecrets, as will mike ſome of the powers 
of Europe our enemies that are now our friends, 
or ſuch as may inſtruct the enemy, not only 
how to defend themſelves, but how to hurt us; 
and though none of- our generals may be di- 
rectly and perſonally concerned, yet, ſuch a 
publick conteſt. as ſuch an enquiry muſt neceſ- 
ſarily occafion, will take off the attention of 
the whole nation from the proſecution of the 
war, and may raiſe ſuch heats and animoſities 
amongſt ourſelves, as will be a great hindrance 
to us, and a great advantage to the enemy ; 
which fatal effect we ſhall have the more reaſon 
to dread, when we reflect, that there was ne- | 
ver yet a parliamentary enquiry, which did 

not produce one party that thought they had 
diſcovered great crimes and miſdemeanors, and 

another party that thought they had diſcovered 

none. 
This, Sir, leads me naturally to conſider the 
propriety of the time for making the enquiry 
propoſed. Suppoſe our late negotiations with 
Spain were a proper ſubject for a parliamentary 
enquiry, which, I hope, I have ſhewn, they 
are not; yet, I cannot think, any gentleman 
will ſay, that the very beginning of a heavy 
and dangerous war, is a proper time, for us to. 
* ſet up ſuch an enquiry into any affair, 1275 
my SY 
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of a foreign or domeſtick nature, eſpecially 
when it cannot be ſaid, that there is the leaſt 
danger in delaying it, or that we can reap any 
benefit or advantage from it, except the ſatiſ- 
faction of puniſhing thoſe that were concerned 
in theſe negotiations, in caſe it ſhould appear 
that they have injured their country by their 
crimes, their neglect, or their imprudence. 
Publick juſtice, I ſhall grant, muſt be a ſatiſ- 
faction, to every one who wiſhes well to the 
publick; but a delay is no pardon; and, I 
hope this war will not be of ſuch a long conti- 
nuance, as to out-live all thoſe who were con- 
cerned in the negotiations that preceded it. A. 
proper and feafonable time will come for en- 
quiring into any, or all of our late publick 
tranſactions: I hope it will come before any of 
thoſe perſons are dead, that were concern- 
ed in our late negotiations, and when that 
time comes, if an enquiry ſhould. appear ne- 
ceflary, I fhall moft readily concur in it; and, 
if any of our negotiators ſhould appear to have 
been guilty, either of weakneſs or wickedneſs, 
I ſhall be as ready as any gentleman in this 
houſe, to cenfure or puniſh them. 


For theſe reafons, Sir, I think it would be 


6 
; 


both improper and imprudent in us, at preſent, 
to make a parliamentary enquiry into any late 


publick tranſaction, either foreign or domeſ- 


tick; and however general the complaints, or 
the fufpicions may be among the people, a- 


gainſt our late pacifick conduct with regard to 


Spain, we ought not, I think, in this houſe, to 
do any thing that is either improper or impru- 
dent, for the ſake of giving ſatisfaction to thoſe 
that appear diſſatisfied. But, I do not believe, 
that the diſſatisfaction with thoſe meaſures, is 
general among the people without doors, or 


* that it, in any degree, prevails among the bet- 


ter 
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© ter ſort of people in the nation. Thoſe few 
* amongſt us that ſuffered by the Spaniſb depre- 
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dations in time of peace, were, I believe, diſ- 
pleaſed with our continuing to negotiate after 
they had ſuffered, and I do not at all wonder at 
it; for it is natural for men to judge of the 
publick intereſt, from their own private intereſt 
and paſſions; but it is the duty of thoſe who 
are at the helm of publick affairs, to lay aſide 
all private regards, either of their own, or of 
any man elſe, and to conſider the publick in- 
tereſt alone. I wiſh we could always do ſo in 
this houſe: If we did, we ſhould judge more 
candidly of one another's intentions, as well as 
of the intentions of our miniſters; for, I am 
ſure, it is more their intereſt to conſult the 
publick good in all their tranſactions, than it is 


the intereſt of any other ſet of men in the 


kingdom, becauſe not only the intereſt of their 
country, which is common to them with other 
ſubjects, but their perſonal ſafety and glory 
depends immediately upon their doing ſo. 
Therefore, when we are to direct our conduct 
in this houſe by the opinions of our conſtitu- 
ents, if ever ſuch a caſe is to be admitted, we 
ſhould conſider ſeriouſly, not only the general 
prevalency of ſuch opinions, but whether or 


no they are founded upon particular intereſts, 


or popular prejudices; and, if we do this, I 
am convinced, we ſhall find no cauſe to ſhew 
any regard to the complaints or ſuſpicions 
without doors, againſt our late pacifick con- 
duct. 1 88 | 
But now ſuppoſe, Sir, that the preſent were 
a proper time for enquiring into the conduct of 
our late negotiations, and that we ought in 
prudence to do ſo, yet I cannot think it would 
be either proper or neceſſary for us to call for 
the papers now moved for; neceſſary it * 
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be, Sir, with reſpect to moſt of the papers 
called for; becauſe the letters and inſtruc- 
tions to our governors, admirals, or conſuls, 
can have nothing to do with our negotiations ; 
and if they were neceſſary, I do not think it 
would be proper at this time to call for them. 
Upon this ſubject, Sir, it is hardly poſſible for 
me to ſpeak. without running the riſk of be- 
ing miſunderſtood, ſo ready are gentlemen to 
miſtake ſuppoſitions for aſſertions. However, 
as we had one ſquadron in the Mediterranean, 


and another in the Weſt-Indies, I ſhall ſuppoſe, 


that there might have been orders or inftruc- 
tions ſent to Admiral Haddock in the Mediterra- 
nean, or to Commodore Brown in the Weſt- 
Indies, to execute ſome deſign againſt the Spa- 
niards, in either, or both thoſe places, as ſoon 
as they ſhould hear from our miniſter at the 
court of Spain, that the negotiations were 
broke off without any effect. This, I fay, I 
only ſuppoſe; I muſt deſire gentlemen to 
take notice, I do not aſſert; but it may be 
ſuppoſed, becauſe a meſſenger could go much 
ſooner from Spain to either of theſe admirals, 
than he could come to London, and from 
thence back again either to the Mediterranean 
or Weſt-Indies. Though the Spaniards at that 
time prevented the execution of thoſe deſigns, 
by their agreeing to the convention, yet now 
that they have broke that very convention, 


thoſe deſigns, if there were any ſuch, or ſome- 


thing like them, are certainly propoſed to be 
executed; and if ſo, it would certainly be ve- 
ry wrong to have them diſcovered, by having 
the papers now called for laid before us, before 
they are, or can be executed. In ſuch caſes 
I ſhall grant, that his Majeſty is the proper 
perſon from whom this houſe is to take an an- 
ſwer ; but I ſhall never be for calling for pa- 
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+ pers, when I think it highly probable, that his 
< Majeſty cannot order them to be laid before us, 
© without unfolding: ſecrets which ought not to 
© be diſcovered ; and as I take this to be the caſe 
< with regard to the papers now called for, I 
< muſt be againſt the motion.” ff 


The queſtion upon this motion was carried in 
the negative without a diviſion. 


And as ſoon as this queſtion was over, Edna! 
Waller, Eſq; ſtood up, and fpoke in ſubſtance 


thus : 


5 Mr. Speaker, | = 

Sir, Notwithſtanding the bad fucceſs my 
worthy friend has met with in this motion,: yet 
J will offer another, and I do it with the more 
aſſurance, becauſe the motion I propoſe to 
make, relates but to one particular point, and 
cannot diſcover any of our deep-laid war-like 
deſigns, or any ſecret that can be of dangerous 
conſequence to the publick. It can diſcover 
no ſecret defign, unleſs it be a deſign to ſacri- 
fice the South-Sea company to the ſucceſs of 
our negotiations; and, if there was any ſuch 
deſign, I am convinced every gentleman will 
think, it would be of more dangerous conſe- 
quence to the publick to have it remain con- 
cealed, than to have it now revealed. But be- 
fore I make my motion, I muſt obviate ſome 
of the objections that were made by the ho- 
nourable gentleman who concluded the laſt de- 
bate, againſt enquiries in general; If his ob- 
jections were to hold good, it would never be 
prudent in this houſe to enquire into the con- 

duct of any foreign affair, for in every ſuch af- 
fair, there may be ſecrets in ſome of the let- 
ters or papers relating to it, that ought not » 
; | c e 
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« be publiſhed for a century, at leaſt, after its 
final concluſion, But in all ſuch caſes, we 


© have a remedy which may be eaſily, and has 
been often applied. When upon our addreſs, - 


© his Majeſty anſwers, that ſeveral of the papers 
called for, contain ſecrets which ought not to 
© be diſcovered, we may name a ſecret commit- 


tee to inſpect ſuch papers, and to report ſuch 


parts of them only, as are neceſſary and fit to 


© be communicated ; and a ſecret which regards 
the publick ſafety or welfare, may be as ſafely 
« entruſted to a ſelect committee of this houſe, 
« as to any committee of his Majeſty's privy 
council. The danger of a diſcovery can there- 
fore never be a ſolid objection to our enquiring 
into any affair, either of a foreign or domeſtick 
nature; and much leſs can it be an objection 
* to our addreſſing for any papers; becauſe, till 
we have his Majeſty's anſwer, we cannot know, 


* nor ought we to ſuppoſe, they contain ſecrets 


* which ought not to be diſcovered. 


« I ſhall always think, Sir, notwithſtanding 


the fate of the two former motions, that it 
* would be wrong in this houſe to refuſe calling 
for any papers, becauſe ſome amongſt us ſay, 
they think it probable, that ſuch papers con- 
* tain ſecrets, which ought not to be diſcovered. 
* It was, in my opinion, ſo far from being high- 
© ly probable, that I think it was impoſſible the 
* inſtructions to our admirals could contain any 
* ſecret ſchemes. or deſigns; becauſe no ſuch 
© ſchemes or deſigns have been, as yet, executed. 
* If any deſigns had been formed, which were 
to have been executed with the utmoſt expedi- 
* tion, in caſe our negotiations ſhould have 
broke off, ſurely they ought to have been exe- 
© cuted with as much expedition, after the con- 
© vention's. being broke through. It is now ſix 
months ſince the convention was openly broke 
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through by the Spaniards, and as we have, as 


* 


* 


0 
4 
0 
6 


yet, heard of the execution of no hoſtile 


ſchemes, I muſt believe, there were none ſuch 
formed, and much leſs communicated to our 
admirals or governors, till after we found, that 
the Spaniards would not perform what they had 
ſo exprelly agreed to in the convention. 


I beg pardon, Sir, for touching upon what is 
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paſt, but as it may be of ſome weight with re- 
ſpect to the motion I am to make, I hope the 


houſe will excuſe me. The honourable gen- 


tleman aſked us, what advantage can we ex- 
from an immediate enquiry, beſides that 
of puniſhing the guilty ?: which, he ſays, we 


may do afterwards as well as now, if any ſhould 


then appear to have been guilty, I will tell 
him one advantage, Sir, which we may reap 


by an immediate, and cannot reap by a future 


enquiry : We ſhall prevent the guilty from be- 
ing farther guilty, as they probably may be, it 
their paſt conduct is not immediately enqui- 


red into. This, Sir, is an advantage of the 


utmoſt conſequence in our preſent fituation : 
The nation may be undone; by our not laying 
hold of it: If our pacifick meaſures were car- 


ried on by imprudent, puſillanimous, perplex d 
counſels, what will become of the nation, if 


our warlike meaſures be carried on by counſels 
of the ſame ſort? Beſides, before the war can 


be concluded, we muſt have new negotiations; 


and, ſhall we allow our future negotiations to 
be directed and carried on by thoſe who have 


been guilty of ſo much weakneſs in our paſt? 


This, Sir, will probably be the caſe, if we do 
not immediately enquire into the conduct of 
our paſt negotiations; and therefore, if we do 


© not enquire, I ſhall expect no ſucceſs in the 
© war, nor any honour from the peace. 
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For this reaſon, Sir, I hope, the honourable 


* gentleman's arguments againſt aa immediate 


enquiry will have no effect; and, if we ſhould 


not think fit to make a general enquiry into all 


our negotiations, for fear of diſcovering ſecrets 
that may be of dangerous conſequence to the 
publick, I hope, this will be no argument a- 
gainſt our enquiring into ſuch parts of them as 


cannot poſſibly contain any ſuch ſecret, Of 


this ſort, I take to be that part of them which 
relates to the concluding and ſigning the late 
conyention, under the condition expreſſed in 
his Catholick Majeſty's declaration; for that 
declaration I muſt look on as a condition an- 
nexed to the convention; and, from Mr. La 


Quadra 's, and from Mr. Keene's own letters, 


ſome parts of which I ſhall beg leave to read to 
you, it appears to have been looked on as ſuch, 
by the court of Spain, and to have been ac- 
cepted as ſuch, by him. (Here he read ſeve- 
ral paragraphs from Mr. La Quadra's and Mr. 
Keene's own letters.) From what I have read to 
you, Sir, it appears, that the court of Spain in- 


ſiſted upon its being declared, that they had a 


right to ſuſpend the Aſiento of negroes, in caſe 
our South-Sea company did not ſubje& herſelf 
to pay, within a ſhort term, the 68, ooo l. ſhe 
had confeſſed to be owing to his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty. It appears, that they not only inſiſted 
upon a declaration of this right, but that they 
would not truſt to his word ; they muſt have it 
in writing ; and the method contrived for that 
purpoſe was, that his Catholick Majeſty ſhould 


make ſuch a declaration in writing, and that 


he, Mr. Keene, ſhould accept of it, and tranſ- 


mit it to his court, as the condition on which 


the ſigning of the convention was to be pro- 


ceeded on, and in no other manner. 
Vor. X. H 


« This, 
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feſſed they owed ſuch a ſum; as Mr. Neene muſt 
* have known they did not, becauſe he was a- 
< gent for them, as well as envoy from his Ma- 
_ © jeſty, at the court of Spain; I cannot imagine, 


1 
PARLIAMENTARY A. 1939; 
„This, I fay, Sir, appears from the letters we 
© have already upon our table; and as the Sourh- 
© Sea company neither owed, nor ever had con- 


© how he came to admit of any ſuch right, or 


© receive ſuch a declaration; nor can I imagine, 
how he could have an authority for ſo doing; 


for, regularly he ought to have had an.autho- 


«.rity from a general court of the South-Sea com- 


© pany for this purpoſe, as well as an authority 


from his Majeſty's miniſters; and the former, 


© I am certain, he never had, whatever might 
have been his caſe with reſpect to the latter. 


As this ſeems to me to have been a very 
« ſurprizing and extraordinary ſtep, and as the 


papers relating to this part of our negotiations 
© can diſcover no ſchemes or deſigns againſt 
the enemy, nor any other ſecrets that can be of 


dangerous conſequence to the publick ; there- 


© fore, I ſhall conclude, Sir, with moving, That, 
Sc.“ (as mentioned in the third queſtion.) 


The next that ſpoke was William Pulteney, Eſq; 


the purport of whoſe ſpeech was to the effect as 


follows, viz. 


Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, As I hear ſeveral gentlemen calling out, 


No, no, this is the ſame with the former mo- 
tion; I muſt beg leave to ſhew the diffe- 
< rence : The only objection that ſeemed to have 


any weight againſt the former motion, and, I 
< believe, the only one that prevailed with this 
* houſe to put a negative upon it was, the dan- 
ger of diſcovering thoſe warlike projects and 
* deſigns againſt the enemy, which our miniſters 


by had 
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© had concerted, and which are not yet executed. 


I am' ſorry they are not: I am fure, ſome of 


and ought to have been executed before this 
time. Can any gentleman ſay, we have ſuch 


moved for? Can it be ſuggeſted, that theſe 


inconſiſtent with the publick ſafety to diſco- 
ver? Sir, they may, for what I know, contain 
ſecrets, but if they do, thoſe ſecrets are the ſe- 
crets of miniſters, and not the ſecrets of the 
nation. It is impoſſible, therefore, to ſuppoſe, 


m W SIE UE VI REY MW 7 


be attended with any of the bad conſequences 
ve were frightened with upon the laſt motion. 
An honourable gentleman near me com- 
* plained much in the laſt debate, of gentlemens 


talking of weak meaſures, corrupt miniſters, 


and the like; and ſeemed to take all to him- 
© ſelf, as if he were the only miniſter we have in 
this kingdom, and the chief adviſer of all our 
* publick meaſures. Sir, we have other mini- 
© ſters, at leaſt others who have the name of mi- 
* niſters, and, I hope, they ' deſerve the name 
they bear; for, I am ſure, if any one miniſter 
* ſhould, in this kingdom, take upon him to 
direct all our other miniſters, they ought all 
together to be diſmiſſed his Majeſty's councils : 
* He for his aſſuming arrogance, and they for 
© their tame ſubmiſſion. But, I hope, it is not 
* ſo, and therefore, when weak meaſures, or 
* corrupt miniſters are talked of, the honourable 
* gentleman ſhould conſider, that other miniſters 
* may be meant, and meaſures which he had no 
* ſhare in adviſing or conducting. He likewiſe 
* complained, that his ſuppoſitions were often 
taken for poſitive aſſertions. When this was, 
* I do not know; but, I muſt obſerve, that the 

-— "> "m4 2 very 


them, if any ſuch have been formed, might, 


a danger to apprehend from the papers now] 


papers may contain ſecrets which it would be 


that the laying of thoſe papers before us, can 
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very inſinuations of a miniſter are often, by 
his own creatures, taken for poſitive aſſertions, 
and produce the ſame effect; and as the ho- 


nourable gentleman, in the laſt debate, took 


the liberty to ſuppoſe without aſſerting, what- 
ever effect his ſuppoſitions might have, I hope, 
I may be allowed to take the ſame liberty. I 
will not aſſert, Sir, that any of our preſent 
miniſters. are corrupt, or that any of our paſt 
meaſures were weak ; but, I may ſuppoſe ſuch 
things. There may be corrupt miniſters, there 


may be weak meaſures: God forbid, I ſhould 


aſſert, there are any ſuch at preſent in this 
kingdom; but, if ſuch things can be ſuppoſed, 
it is a good reaſon for our Parliaments to keep 
a watchful eye upon our publick affairs, and to 
enquire often both into the conduct of our mi- 
niſters, and the wiſdom of the meaſures the 

purſue. This is at all times the duty of Par- 
liament, but more ſo in time of war, than in 
time of peace ; becauſe weak meaſures may 
then do much more miſchief, and as miniſters 
have then more money going through their fin- 
gers, they may, if they are corrupt, ſpread 
their corruption farther, and ſquander away 
more of the publick money, than they can do 


in time of peace. 
© A time of war is, therefore, fo far from be- 


ing an improper time for a parliamentary en- 
quiry, that ſuch enquiries are more neceſlary, 
and ought to be more frequent in time of war, 
than in time of peace. Such enquiries, Sir, 
never of themſelves create parties or diviſions 
in the kingdom, nor do they ever raiſe any 
heats or animoſities. Indeed, when there are 
parties already formed upon different princi- 
ples, and governed by different maxims, and 
one of thoſe parties gets the reins of govern- 
ment out of the hands of the other, and pro- 
| © I'% « ſecutes 
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ſecutes the- heads of the other, for what they 
did in purſuance of the principles and maxims 
of their party, this of courſe ſtirs up heats and 


animoſities between the two parties, becauſe 


all thoſe who have embraced the principles and 
maxims of the party, muſt approve of, and 
conſequently will zealouſly endeavour to juſtify 
and ſupport, what was done in purſuance of 
thoſe principles and maxims. This was. the 
caſe of the parliamentary enquiry mentioned 
in this debate ; but, 1s this the caſe at preſent ? 
Sir, the enquiry now deſired by ſo many gen- 
tlemen in this houſe, and, I may ſay, by the 
whole nation without doors, has no relation to 
any difference of principles: It can relate to 
nothing but the good or bad adminiſtration of 
publick affairs. No man condemns, no man 
will condemn the principle upon which our 
pacifick gentlemen pretend to have acted: No 
man will ſay, that forcible means ought to be 
made uſe of for obtaining juſtice from any fo- 
reign nation, whilſt there are hopes of ob- 
taining juſtice in an amicable way; but, it is 
ſaid, and loudly ſaid without doors, that our 
pacifick gentlemen did not act upon this prin- 
ciple, or purſued it too far, if they did. This 
is the queſtion, Sir: Upon this queſtion there 
will be a difference in opinion, whether we 
enquire into it or no; and we ought to en- 
quire, in order to put an end to that difference; 
for, I believe, it will be allowed, that thoſe 
who approve, as well as thoſe who condemn, 
are at preſent in the dark; and as the majority 


of the nation are now of the latter ſide of the 


queſtion, therefore, as a friend to our miniſters, 
I am for a fair and impartial enquiry, becauſe, 
I hope, it will bring the majority of the na- 
tion over to their ſide of the queſtion. | 
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© If there were no cauſe to ſuſpect our late 
meaſures of any weakneſs, if there were no 
conſiderable party in the kingdom, that ap- 


peared diſſatisfied with them, it might, per- 


haps, be unneceſſary to take up our time with 
examining into them; but this is far from be- 


ing the caſe: There is not only good cauſe to 


ſuſpect, but upon the face of the convention, 
there appears now to be good cauſe to con- 
demn. When that convention was laſt year 
laid before us, ſome gentlemen did not, per- 
haps, conſider what was meant by having the 


point of ſearch referred to be regulated by ple- 


nipotentiaries, nor did they conſider what was 
meant by his Catholick Majeſty's declaration 
that was tacked to the tail of it. But the King 
of Spain, in his manifeſto's, has now explain- 


* ed both. He has told us, our plenipotentiaries 


could not inſiſt upon his giving up the point of 
ſearch, becauſe by the convention it was ex- 
preſly referred to be regulated. He has told us, 
we. could not refuſe allowing him to ſuſpend 
the Aſiento of negroes, in caſe our Soutb- Sea 


company did not pay him the 68,0007. becauſe 
* he had expreſly, by his declaration, which was 
© a part of the convention, reſerved to himſelf 
that right. This is the light, Sir, in which 


the court of Spain conſiders theſe two points: 


© This is the light in which all Europe, I believe, 
* conſiders them ; and in this light I then con- 
* ſidered them. I then ſaid, that referring a 


right to be regulated, was an admitting that 


+ there was ſuch a right. I then ſaid, that our 
* miniſter's accepting of the declaration, was an 
admitting it as a part of the convention, and 
© as the condition upon which the convention 
* was to ſublift, We therefore ought to enquire, 


whether Mr. Keene had a proper order for ac- 


cepting it: If he had not, he was certainly 


+ guilty 
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« guilty of a breach of his duty ; and, in my 


opinion, no miniſter could give, or adviſe giv- 
« ing him ſuch an order. The right, the eſtate 


of a great company was thereby given away, 


and will any gentleman ſay, a miniſter can 
give away a perſon's eſtate without his con- 
« ſent? If we had been reduced by the misfor- 
tunes of war to ſacrifice the rights and proper- 
« ties of a few private men to the publick ſafety, 
« ſomething might have been ſaid by way of ex- 
6 cuſe for ſuch a ſacrifice ; but ſurely no miniſter 
is wantonly, and without ſo much as an ap- 
« pearance of neceſſity, to give up the right or 
the property of any one ſubject in the king- 
dom without his conſent. 


Therefore, as the 


accepting of that declaration in the ſolemn - 


* manner, the letters that have been read to you 
$ ſhew, it was accepted of, muſt be allowed to 
be at leaſt a weakneſs, I think it abſolutely ne- 
« ceflary for us to make ſome enquiry into that 
* affair, and for this purpoſe we mult have the 
6 papers moved 5" laid before us. 


The next ſpeec ah we "ſhall give was en 
by Sir i iam 27 7 onge, which was in lubdance 
A 


* Mr. 8 peaker. 


« Sir, I am — of this JU to vindi- Sir William 


* cate an honourable gentleman who was con- ; 
* cerned in theſe. negotiations, and who, from 
the whole tenor of his conduct, appears to 
„have been as able and as honeſt a miniſter, as 
* was ever employed by this nation. As for the 
convention itſelf, Sir, he has already been fully 
< juſtified with regard to every article contained 
in it, becauſe the whole was approved of by 
his Majeſty, and by both houſes of Parlia 
ment and after the ſolemn approbation it met 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
with from all the branches of our legiſlature, 
I am ſurprized to hear any gentleman now 


finding fault with-it, or with any one who was 


concerned in the negotiation. All the objec- 
tions that were made to it, were fully anſwered 
at the time it was under our conſideration ; 
and as the objections now made are only repe- 
titions of what was then fully anſwered, it 
would be wrong in me to take up your time 
with repeating thoſe anſwers. 

«Sir, the honourable gentleman may as well 


* ſay, that every letter wrote by Mr. La Quadra 


to Mr. Keene was a part of the convention, as 
to ſay, that a declaration ſigned by Mr. La 
Quadra only, was a part of a | treaty which was 
concluded and ſigned by the miniſters of both 
the contracting parties, and ratified by their 
reſpective Sovereigns. By ſuch a declaration 
the King of Spain could neither get a new 
right, nor the confirmation of any old right. 
He did not ſo much as mean to get any fuch 
thing. He thereby meant no more, than to 
reſerve to himſelf a right to ſuſpend the A- 
ento of negroes upon non-performance on the 

of our South-Sea company. This he 


thought he had a right to do, becauſe of 


the Aſiento's being a mutual contract; and he 
thought it neceſſary to reſerve this right, by 
a declaration in writing, becauſe the M iento 


«treaty was, among the reſt, mentioned in the 


body of the convention; but Mr. Keene had 


nothing to do with this declaration : He did 
0 


not admit the right which his Catholick Ma- 


6 jeſty pretended to, nor did he accept of the 


declaration with any ſuch view, or for any 
ſuch purpoſe. He only promiſed, he would 
ſend a copy of it to his court, and another to 
the South-Sea company. Mr. Keene, therefore, 


e r be ſo much as ſuſpected of having done 


by * any 


an DDE 1580 
« any thing amiſs in that negotiation; and as 
the treaty itſelf was approved of by Parlia- 
ment, I can ſee no occaſion for our enquiring 
into the negotiation. | Hoop. 

But, Sir, ſuppoſe there were an occaſion for 
our doing ſo, can we, conſiſtently with what 
ve have this day already done, agree to the 
« honourable gentleman's motion? The motion 
© ſeems, indeed, to refer to a particular point, 
but it will include all or moſt of the papers 
referred to in the two former motions; and 
therefore, the ſame reaſons that prevailed with 
us to put a negative upon them, muſt prevail 
* with us to put a negative upon this alſo. Be- 
« ſides, Sir, if Spain could have been prevailed 
on to have accepted of ſome few reaſonable 
© conceſſions on our ſide, I believe it will be al- 
* lowed, that it would have been prudent in us 
to have made ſome ſuch conceſſions, rather 
than have come to an open rupture with a na- 
tion, we have ſo much -reaſon to be friends 
© with, and at a time which, I am ſure, cannot 
© be called the moſt favourable for this nation's 
* declaring war. It is, therefore, highly pro- 
© bable that Mr. Keene had inſtructions to pro- 
* poſe or agree to ſome ſuch conceſſions : I ſhall 
not ſay there were any ſuch, but, now the war 
is declared, would it not be unwiſe, would it 
not be ridiculous in us, to let Spain know what 
« conceſſions we were willing to make for the 
* ſake of peace? And, if our miniſter's inſtruc- 
tions for this purpoſe were all laid before this 
* aſſembly, and ordered to lie on our table, can 
* we ſuppoſe, that the court of Spain would not 
get an account of them? Sir, I make no 
* queſtion, but that copies of them would be 
* ſent to that court; and this would certainly 
contribute towards making them more obſti- 
* nate, and conſequently, towards the prolonga- 

15 tion 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739. 
ion of the war; for whatever conceſſions we 
might have been willing to make for prevent- 
ing a war, now it is begun, I hope, we ſhall - 
have no occaſion to make any for putting an 
en@Þ to it. I hope, the war will be attended 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that we ſhall ſoon be in a 
condition to preſcribe our own terms. It will 
probably be fo, if we do not prevent or retard 
our. ſucceſs, by factions and diviſions amongſt 
ourſelves. ' But, if Spain ſhould know what 
conceſſions we were- willing to make for the 
ſake of peace, will ſhe not the more obſti- 
nately perſiſt in refuſing the terms of peace we 
may hereafter think fit to preſcribe ? 5 
From hence, Sir, we may ſee, that it would 
probably be of a moſt pernicious conſequence 
to the nation, to have thoſe papers laid before 
us; and therefore, it muſt be allowed, that it 
would be wrong in us to addreſs for them.” 


The next that ſpoke was Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 


the purport of whoſe ſpeech was thus. 


Mr. Speaker, 1 eo | 
Sir, I am extremely ſurprized, to hear gen- 
tlemen ſtill inſiſt upon the late conyention's 


having. been approved by Parliament. Sir, it 


was not approved by either houſe of Parlia- 


ment: An honourable gentleman in the laſt de- 


bate allowed, that it was not approved; and 
ſaid, the Parliament only adviſed his Majeſty 


to proceed upon the footing of that conven- 


tion. Why did they ſo, Sir? Becauſe that 
very gentleman and his friends moſt confi- 
dently aſſured us, that it would, at laſt, pro- 
duce a ſafe and honourable peace. Upan theſe 
aſſurances, the advice of Parliament was found- 
ed, and not upon any thing that appeared 


upon the face of the treaty. Gentlemen then 


thought, 


* thought, that if it ſhould produce a ſafe and 
honourable peace, it would in the end appear 
to be a good treaty; and therefore they would 
not condemn it, becauſe ſuch a condemnation 
would have prevented an effect which they 
* were aſſured of, and which every man deſired 


A.1739- DEBATES. 


© to ſee. But theſe aſſurances having failed, the 


107 


foundation the Parliament had for giving that © 


« advice is taken away; and every one muſt 
now join in thinking it a bad treaty, becauſe 
« jt put the nation to near half a million ex- 
« pence, without gaining to us the leaſt advan- 
tage; unleſs the war is to be called an adyan- 
tage, and when compared with our former 
c 5 negotiations, it muſt be allowed to 
be ſo. But even the war is not to be afexibed 


„to that treaty, but to the diſdain the nation 


« ſhewed at ſeeing ſuch a treaty agreed to; for 


© the treaty itſelf was nothing but an expedient, 


for preventing our reaping this melancholy ad- 
vantage for a while longer, and the advice of 
* Parliament was obtained as a ſecond expedient, 
for n the condemnation of the firſt. 

With regard, Sir, to the declaration or pro- 
* teſt tack d to the end of this treaty, I remem- 
ber it was ſaid laſt year, that it had no more 
relation to the convention, than it had to the 


grand alliance; and this was then, perhaps, 


believed by many gentlemen in this houſe: 


But it now appears, that the court of Spain are 


of a very different opinion; and, I believe, 
there js not a civilian in Europe that is not of 
their opinion. Our miniſter NF as of it in 


the moſt ſolemn manner; and ſecing he did 


> 


 * ſo, he muſt have accepted it in the terms ex- 
preſſed in the very body of it, as the baſis of 
* the treaty, as the condition upon which the 
* King of Spain ſigned the convention; thers- 
fore, if it was not an article in the dnn, 2 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© ſelf, it was the chief article in the agreement 
previous to that treaty. This, I believe, Sir, 


vas truly the caſe, and if the papers now called 
for ſhould be laid before us, I believe, it will 


appear to have beeh ſo ; for there was a treaty 
© ſigned by the miniſters on both ſides, anterior 
to the treaty afterwards laid before Parliament, 


and in this treaty, if common fame ſpeaks 
true, this declaration, or the ſubſtance of it, 
* was an expreſs article; but this was giving up 
the right of the nation, and the right of the 
© South-Sea company, in ſo direct a manner, that 
it was not thought ſafe to ratify it; and there- 


fore, I ſuppoſe; the expedient was agreed to, 
of having this article annexed to the treaty, 
© by way of proteſt or declaration. | 


But, Sir, was not this in effect the ſame? 


Was not our accepting, or even admitting 
ſuch a declaration to be made, a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of the right therein claimed? The 
EKing of Spain pretended to a right of ſuſpend- 
ing the Aſſiento contract, upon whatever he may 


be pleaſed to call a non- performance on the 
< part of our South-Sea company: He not only 
< pretended to ſuch a right, but he has actually 


_ © exerciſed it; he has ſuſpended the chief part 


* 


of this contract, almoſt ever ſince it was made; 
and, upon a treaty, he inſiſts upon this right 
being reſerved to him, either by an article in 
the treaty, or by a proteſtation to be delivered 
to us in the moſt ſolemn manner, at the time 
of his ſigning the treaty. Could we, in ho- 
nour or in juſtice to ourſelves, admit of any 
ſuch thing? Ought we not to have inſiſted 
upon his giving up ſuch an unjuſt claim, by 
an expreſs article in the treaty? But T do not 
wonder at our miniſter's admitting it: The ho- 
nourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt, ſeems to 


admit it; and he is, I believe, pretty well ac- 


« quainted 


A.173 DEBATES. 
« quainted with the complexion of our negotia- 
« tors. He told us, the King of Spain thought 
© he had ſuch a right, becauſe of the Afiento's 
being a mutual contract: I ſhall grant it is a 
mutual contract, but it is between the two na- 
tions: We have appointed the South-Sea com- 
« pany to perform it on our part; if they ſhould 
fail in the performance of what they have un- 
« dertaken, the King of Spain is not to ſuſpend, 
immediately, the contract; he has no right to 
do ſo; he ought to apply to our court; and, 
« if the South-Sea company has really failed in 
the performance, we are in honour obliged to 
make them perform: If they have not failed; 
if the complaint againſt them be unjuſt, we 
are in honour obliged to protect them, let the 
* conſequence be what it will. | 
Me ought therefore, Sir, to have inſiſted 
© upon the King of Spain's giving up the right 
© he pretended to; but inſtead of this, we al- 
© lowed him to reſerve it in a tacit manner, and 
* allowed him to deliver us a proteſtation for 
* that purpoſe. We have therefore, at leaſt ta- 
* citly, admitted of his claim: The court of 
Spain thought ſo; they had reaſon to think ſo; 
* and they will accuſe us of tricking and ſhuf- 
fling, if we now pretend to deny it. We muſt 
now, either acknowledge this right, or give 
the Spaniards juſt cauſe to have a very bad opi- 
nion of us. This dilemma the nation has been 
brought into by our negotiators; and, in all 
ſuch caſes, it is the duty of Parliament to in- 
quire ſtrictly into the affair, in order that the 


guilty meet with condign puniſhment. 

* The pains now taken, Sir, to ſhew, that we 
never did admit of this claim, is an acknow- 
* ledgment, that it was wrong to do ſo. Sup- 


* 


innocent may be cleared of ſuſpicion, and the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
poſe, then, our miniſter in Spain did not admit 
of this right or claim, by accepting of this de- 
claration, yet, ſurely he did ſo, when he ſign- 
ed a treaty in which the reſervation of this 
right was an expreſs article; and if he did ſo, 
that treaty's not being ratified here, can be no 


' excuſe for his having ſigned it. For this rea- 


ſon, if there was any ſuch treaty, as common 
fame reports, Mr. Keene is not altogether ſo 
blameleſs as the honourable gentleman repre- 
ſents, unleſs he had an expreſs order for doing 


ſo; and if he had, I am ſure, thoſe who gave 


him that order, are not without blame. This 
is what we want to know; this is what we 
ought to inquire into; and for this purpoſe, it 
is neceſſary for us to have the papers now mo- 
ved for, laid before us. SEE 

Is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, Sir, that by an ad- 
dreſs for the inſtructions and letters ſent to Mr. 
Keene, authorizing him to conclude and ſign 
the convention; I ſay, is it poſſible we can 
thereby mean or deſign, to have laid before us 
all the memorials and repreſentations made to 
the King of Spain, or all the inſtructions and 
letters. ſent to our governors or admirals, rela- 
ting to the Spaniſh depredations, moſt of which 
happened before the convention was ſo much 
as thought of? Sir, it is needleſs to argue with 
one who can, or will ſuppoſe any ſuch thing. 
But the honourable gentleman has hit upon the 
true reaſon that will, J am afraid, prevent our 
ſeeing the papers called for, or any other of 
the like nature: He ſays, our ſeeing thoſe pa- 
pers may let Spain ſee what conceſſions we were 


willing to make for the ſake of peace. Sir, I 


believe, we have no occaſion to be afraid of 

Spain's ſeeing theſe conceſſions; I believe they 

were before too well acquainted with them : 
| | DS N e 8 an 


* 


A. 1739 D E BAT ES. 

« and this, I believe, was the chief cauſe of their 
« paſt obſtinacy ; for, I fear, we made ſo nay 
conceſſions, that we made them believe, we 
would yield any thing, rather than go to war. 
Thank God! we have now convinced them of 
the contrary; and are, I hope, in a way. of 
making them more pliable for the future. But 


quainted with, I can ſee no danger to the na- 
tion, if they ſhould be publiſhed to the whole 
world : They may ſhew too great complai- 
ſance, perhaps pulillanimity, in our miniſters, 


whole world; and with regard to Spain, I hope 
we ſhall never more think of conquering their 
obſtinacy by negotiation. Now that war is de- 
clared, if one blow does not make them ſub- 


A «a a „ aA NA aA aA aA a a M M £2 


another; and if that will not do, a third, 
which, I am convinced, is the ſpeedieft and 


tion. We cannot, therefore, be afraid of 
Spain's ſeeing what conceſſions we were willing 
to make for the ſake of peace; but there may 
be ſome amongſt us, who are afraid, leſt the 
nation or Parliament of Great Britain ſhoſ®.1 
ſee what conceſſions they were willing to make 
for the ſake of peace. Here, I am convin- 
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this ſhoe neither pinches me, -nor any of my 
friends, and as, I think, the Parliament ought 
* to guard againſt any ſuch conceſſions being 
made for the future; therefore, I am for our 
* ſeeing them, and every paper that can give us 
* a light into any of them. - 


George 


if we were willing to make any conceſſions, 
which Spain has not, as yet, been made ac- 


but they will ſerve to juſtify the nation to the 


mit, we muſt, as ſoon as poſſible, give them 


beſt way of negotiating a Howe with that na- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


George Lyttleton , Eſq; next ſtood. up, and 


ſpoke to this effect, vi. 


Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir, It is moſt amazing to me, to hear it 
< ſaid, that this queſtion is the ſame with the 


two former; whereas it is a ſingle queſtion, 


L 


wholly confined to one particular point. The 
objection made to them was, that they would 
ſhew our enemies where we intended to hurt 
them, and thereby put them upon their guard; 
but what does this do? It can only ſhew this 
nation how we have been ſerved by our own 
miniſters, and put us upon our guard againſt 
them, if they have not ſerved us ſo well as 
they ought. | 

Sir, I always thought it very neceſſary we 
ſhould go into a war againſt Spain, but I am 
much confirmed in that opinion, from what 
has happened to day in this houſe ; for, what 
a condition ſhould we have been in, if we had 
ſtill continued thoſe negotiations, which, tho' 
they are now quite over, are thought, by thoſe 
who favoured them moſt, to be of ſuch a na- 
« ture, as will not bear ſeeing the light? And 
therefore, I really think, we are obliged to the 
< infolence of Spain, who, encouraged by our 


5 of Forage, for v refuſed to give us the meſs 


GG —x 0 


A 


0 ttage, for which we were ſo near ſelling 
Sur birth-right. For what a dreadful ſituation 
< ſhould we have been in, if ſhe had not? The 
< South-Sea company muſt either have loſt all the 
rights of their trade, or have been obliged to 
comply with the moſt monſtrous demand, that 
ever was made upon any body of men under 
the protection of the King of Great Britain. 
Gentlemen talk of a right in the King of 
Spain to ſuſpend the Aſiento contract: Yes, _ 
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had ſuch a right, if the company had fail'd in 
their part of the contract; but not for their 
refuſing to pay the 68,0007. And yet, to this 
« injuſtice, this violence, the company muſt have 
« ſubmitted, with the reciprocal accord of their 
* own agent, and his Majeſty's miniſter. © 
Sir, the two moſt aſtoniſhing propoſitions I 
ever heard in my life, are, that the addreſs we 


carried laſt week to the King, was, in reality, 


« a part of the convention, and that the proteſt 
of Mr. La Quadra was not a part of it. It 
vas the ine gud non of the agreement, under 
« which the convention was ſigned; and we 
* ſhould have found it ſo to our coſt, if the ſpi- 
© rit of the nation had not exerted itſelf; but 
* becauſe we eſcaped the danger, muſt we loſe 
the ſenſe of it too? I hope we ſhall act ſo in 
this war, as to make all Europe forget, how 
ve acted before; but let us not forget it our- 
* ſelves: Let us keep it always in our thoughts, 
to be a warning to us, not to relapſe any more. 
into that itch for. negotiation, that love of lit- 
* tle ſhuffling expedients, that mean ſubmiſſive 
policy, we are ſo happily rid of at laſt. Let 
* us remember the riſk we run, and let us in- 
© quire to whom 1t was owing. K 
Sir, I think we ought to demand theſe in- 
ſtructions upon the ſame principle of equity, 
* by which an innocent man, who has been tried 
* for his life, and eſcapes, is allowed a copy of 
the indictment, that if he has a mind to pro- 
* ſecute thoſe, who brought him into that dan- 
ger, he may. I will add but two or three 
words more to the trouble I have given you: 
»The people of England are not fo ignorant as 
* ſome perſons. ſuppoſe ; they know the conven- 
* tion from the exciſe; they know what they 
* ſhould think of it; they would be glad to 
* know whom they owe it to; and they will un- 
Vol. XIX. I derſtand 
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114 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
* derſtand perfectly well, if a negative be given 
< to this motion, what that negative means. 


8 The next that ſpoke was Sir John Barnard, the 
1 purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


Mr. Speaker, 

225 « Sir, As I have often heard a certain ſet of 
heh, * gentlemen inſiſt upon it, both here and in o- 
; ther places, that the declaration or proteſt in 

* queſtion had no. manner of relation to the con- 

« vention, I ſhould be glad thoſe gentlemen 

< would inform us, what it had relation to, or 

for what purpoſe it was made, and ſo formally 
accepted of. I am very certain, the court of 

4 0 Spain meant ſomething by making it; I am 
| © convinced, they ſuppoſed we meant ſome- 
thing by receiving it: If they had meant, 
bor intended to mean nothing, I am ſure, 
| they would not have made it; and if we did 
4 | © not mean to accept it in the terms in which 
| it was conceived, and for the purpoſe which, 
_ _ we knew, they meant by it, I am ſure our mi- 
W. « niſter, at leaſt, meant to deceive them. There- 
= | fore, if we received it as the Spaniards meant 
it; if we received it as the condition on which 
the ſigning of the convention was to be pro- 
ceeded on, I am very ſure, the conduct of our 
W | « miniſter ought not only to be inquired into, 
wa but cenſured. And, if we meant to deceive 
wn © the court of Spain, by receiving that declara- 
1 « tion; if we thereby meant to draw the court 
of Spain in to ſign a convention, under the 

s _ + falſe hopes that we would look upon that de- 
| « claration in the ſame light they did, the con- 
Wl duct of our miniſter, 1 in my opinion, deſerves as 
1 much to be cenſured in this caſe, as in the other. 
Wl | Openneſs of heart, ſincerity, and plain-deal- 
in ing, have always been a diſtinguiſhing charac- 
1548 3 6 teriſtick of this nation. It is generally the 
| 18 155 ? | © charac- 
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characteriſtick of a brave people. By conti- | 


La 


nuing our negotiations under ſo many inſults, 
I am afraid, we gave the Spaniards ſome room 
to ſuſpect our courage; I hope we have not, in 
our method of treating, given them room to 
« ſuſpect alſo our ſincerity. Sir, this nation had 
© never yet an occaſion to make uſe of querks 
or ſubterfuges, or of any ſort of deceit, for ob- 
* taining juſtice. A convention of ſome kind or 


* ſome amongſt us here at home, as an expedi- 
ent for excuſing themſelves to the enſuing ſeſ- 
ſion of Parliament, but it was not neceſſary for 
the nation; and therefore, if deceitful means 
* were uſed, for obtaining the concurrence of the 
court of Spain in furniſhing out ſuch an ex- 
« pedient, I will affirm, that thoſe who did ſo, 
* were guilty of ſacrificing the honour and inte- 
* reſt of their country to ſome ſelfiſh ends of 
* their own. | 
For this reaſon, Sir, I am for the motion 
made by my honourable friend; for if it does 
* not upon an inquiry appear, that our miniſter 
* at the court of Spain declared, in the moſt open 
* and plain terms, that he would not accept of 
| © that declaration, as the condition upon which 
* the treaty was to be ſigned ; that his court 
* would not receive it as ſuch, nor ever admit of 
* his Catholick Majeſty's ſuſpending the Aſiento 
contract, on account of the non-payment of 
the 68,0007. then claimed by Spain: I ſay; 
Sir, if this does not appear, I ſhall be for cen- 
* ſuring the conduct, at leaſt of our miniſter a- 
broad, and perhaps of ſome of thoſe at home. 


From the papers already upon our table it does 


appear, that he accepted of that declaration, 
* that he accepted of it in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner; but it does not appear from any of the 
papers yet before us, that he made ſuch a 

e 8 © counter- 


other might, at that time, be neceſſary for 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
counter- declaration , as I have mentioned: 
Therefore, in juſtice to him, I deſire to be 
informed, becauſe, by the papers before us, 
he now ſtands: condemned, and therefore I de- 


G08 1 


_ « fire to ſee thoſe that may be pleaded in his juſ- 


tification, if there be any ſuch: In juſtice to 
my country I defire to be informed, becauſe, as 
a member of this houſe, I am obliged to cen- 
ſure him, if, by his conduct, his country has 
«forfeited that character, Which it has long pre- 
« ſerved, and which it is both our honour and 
. intereſt {till to preſerve. ' 

FThus, Sir, the very argument Als has been 
made uſe of in this debate, for not calling for 
Mr. Keene's inſtructions, is, with me, an unan- 
< ſwerable argument for our doing ſo. If by ac- 
cepting the declaration of the court of Spain, 
we did not mean what the court of Spain 
meant in delivering it, we ought to have told 
© them ſo: Let us ſee, whether we did or no: 
And if by accepting it, we meant the ſame 
© thing they meant in delivering it, we then 
© meant to accept of a treaty or convention un- 
© der the condition expreſſed in that declaration. 
© By ſo doing, we acknowledged the 68, ooo /. 
© to be juſtly due to them by our South-Sea com- 

© pany; we acknowledged, that this ſum ought 
to be immediately paid, without any regard to 
the large claims our company had upon the 
crown of Spain; and we acknowledged, that 
unleſs. our company paid that ſum ithin a 
* ſhort term, the King of Spain had a right to 


_ © ſuſpend the Affiexto of negroes. Will any gen- 


+ tleman fay, it was right in our miniſter to 
make ſuch acknowledgments ? Will any gen- 


tleman ſay, he ought not to be cenſured, if he 


did? Sir, there was no diſpute between the 

* court of Spain and our South-Sea company, 

8 * when Hog convention firſt began to be TE 
9 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 


of: They had come to a final agreement, and 
that agreement would have ſtood, if our nego- 
tiations about the convention had not unhin- 
ged it. The demand of this 68, O00 J. which 
che court of Spain made upon our Souib- Sea 
company, was, perhaps, an unjuſt demand, 
but the company had agreed to allow it, un- 
juſt as it was, e the King of Spain 
would do them juſtice, as to the many de- 
mands they had upon him, and inſiſt o 1 up- 
on this ſum's being brought in to the creditor 
ſide of his account: This was the only confeſ- 
ſion our company had ever made of this debt: 

This was what the court of Spain had agreed 
to accept of; and this was what Mr. Keene, as 
he was agent for the company, could not but 
know. Was it then right in him to accept, or 

© admit of a declaration, in which it was inſiſt- 
ed, that our company had confeſſed this ſum 
to be owing, without ſo much as one word of 
the terms upon which they had agreed to al- 
low it? Among politicians, Sir, whoſe, max- 
ims, I confeſs, I do not underſtand, this may 
be juſtified in the envoy; but among mer- 
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the agent. 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, it muſt appear, 
that our miniſter's accepting, or even admit- 
ting of this declaration, without a counter de- 
claration, was wrong; and I deſire to know, 
the whole ar G6 deſires to know, whether there 
was any ſuch counter- declaration, and in what 


refuſed this ſatisfaction, by a negative's being 
put upon this motion, I ſhall preſume, the 
whole nation will preſume, there was no ſuch 
counter-declaration made or delivered by our 
miniſter ; and conſequently I ſhall, the whole 
nation will, condemn his conduct, let his fate 
13 in 
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chants, I am ſure, it will neyer be i in 


method it was made or delivered. If we are 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
£ in this houſe be what it will. This, Sir, is a 
bad conſequence with regard to the character 
of the honourable gentleman concerned, but 
$ with regard to the character of this houſe, it 18 
© a moſt terrible one; for if Parliaments ſhould 
* begin to refuſe giving ſatisfaction to the peo- 
© ple, the hoop. will begin to refuſe putting 
© any confidence in Parliaments; and if this 
$ ſhould ever come to be the caſe, they not onl 
may, but they ought to be laid aſide. I do 
© not know, that the character of Parliament e- 
ver received a greater ſtab, than it did by the 
* ſeeming approbation of the convention in p- 
* ſeſſion of Parliament; and if we fhould, 
* this, ſo far ſcreen the contrivers of that con- 
vention, as to refuſe to let the people know, 
© whether they were to blame or not; I ſay, if 
+ we ſhould do this, now that the chief argu- 
ment advanced laſt year in favour of that con- 
vention, appears to have been without founda- 
. tion, it will, I fear, be a mortal blow. 
This, Sir, is a danger that threatens our 
* conſtitution in its moſt tender part; and ſhall 
< we expoſe ourſelves to this danger, for the 
« ſake of avoiding the chimerical danger of let- 
* ting Spain ſee what conceſſions we were willing 
© to make for the ſake of peace? It is very 
plain, I think, Sir, that ſome amongſt us were 
5 willing to have made moſt extraordinary con- 
+ ceſſions for the ſake of peace; and, for this 
very reaſon, I am for having them enquired 
+ into; for if they ſhould appear to be ſuch as 
FI ſuſpect, I hope it will 'be put out of the 
* power of thoſe that were willing to make 
them, ever to make any ſuch for the future, 
b either to Spain, or to any other nation we may 
F hereafter have a diſpute with. No man can 
+ have reaſon to dread letting Spain know _ 
| * thole 
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thoſe conceſſions were, becauſe, I believe, ſhe 
vas long ſince fully informed of them; and 
this information was, I am convinced, the 
* cauſe of the war; for her dependence upon 
the conceſſions ſhe was made to hope for, was 
the true cauſe of her obſtinacy, and thoſe who 
© had flattered her with ſuch hopes, at laſt found, 
* they had promiſed her more than they durſt 
venture to perform. But ſuppoſe ſhe were, as 
yet, ignorant of the conceſſions ſome amongſt 
us were willing to make for the ſake of peace, 
© her being now informed of them may give her 
new cauſe to repent of her former obſtinacy, 
but it can give her no hopes for expecting ſuch 
© at the end of the war, if we carry it on, as I 
© hope we ſhall, with vigour and ſucceſs. © The 
« dread of letting Spain know what conceſſions 
wie were willing to make for the ſake of peace, 
can therefore be no argument with any man in 
the kingdom for oppoſing this motion; but 
the dread of letting this nation ſee what con- 
ceſſions ſome amongſt us ſeemed willing to 
make for the ſake of a precarious and diſho- 
nourable peace, is, I believe, an argument of 
great weight with ſome gentlemen, for oppo- 
* ſing this and every ſuch motion; and, becauſe 
it is an argument with them for oppoſing, it 
© 1s, with me, a moſt powerful argument for 
* approving this motion, and every motion of 
* the ſame nature; for, if any diſhonourable 
* conceſſions were ſo much as propoſed to have 
* been made, they ought to be expoſed, they 


* ought to be cenſured, in order to prevent the 
like in time to come.” 


Upon this gentleman's fitting down, Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole ſtood up, and ſpoke to this effect, 
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120 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
1 Mr. Speaker's? >” 

Furr * Sir, It has generally 3 8 a little 

| ſpeech. © unfair, to take notice of what has been ſaid in 


any former debate; but we have now ſo far 
«* deviated from this rule, that not only What 
has been ſaid in former debates, but in former 
+ ſeſſions, is repeated, ſeldom exactly as it was 
ſpoke, and made uſe* of againſt gentlemen in 
ture debates, or future ſeſſions. I remem- 
ber, when it was laſt year inſiſted on, that the 
King of Spain's. proteſt was an article of the 
convention, I made uſe of the expreſſion, that 
it was no more an article of the convention 
than of the grand alliance. I then thought fo, 
I think ſo ſtill: Nothing can be look'd on as 
an article of any treaty, unleſs it be ratified as 
* well as ſigned; by both parties concerned; or 
85 unleſs, it be expreſsly mentioned and referred 
to in {ome of the articles that have been 
* ſigned and ratified, by both parties. Is this the 
+ caſe of the proteſt in queſtion ? Was it either 
ſigned or ratified by both parties, or was it 
* mentioned in any one of the articles of the 
« treaty? Sir, if it had been made by way of a 


La 
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ſeparate article, and even ſigned by our mini- 


« ſter, yet, till it was ratified by his Majeſty, it 
© could, not be look'd on as an article of any 

* treaty between the two nations. Therefore | 
ſtall think, 1 ſpoke juſtly when I ſaid, that his 
Catholick Majeſty's, Proteſt was no more an ar- 
© ticle of the convention, than of the grand al- 
© liance. 

This proteſt, Sir, was o far from being an 
article, or a part of the treaty, that it was not 
ſo much as ſigned by our miniſter: He did 
. not ſo much as accept it, he only received it. 
Gentlemen may ſmile at this diſtinction; but 

* jt is not a diſtinction without a difference 

N ere 


ny * 


Arms DEBATES 
There is a very great difference between ac- 
cepting and receiving. - When we accept of 
any thing, we accept of it as the giver intends 
we ſhould, either as a payment, 'or as a re- 
ward, favour or gratuity ; and then our accept- 
ing implies a releaſe, or an obligation of gra- 
titude. But when we receive only, we receive 
in what terms we pleaſe, and may declare them 
then, or at any time afterwards. This was the 
caſe of our miniſter, with regard to his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty's proteſt. He received it only; 
and to ſhew his candour, as well as to prevent 
the court of Spain's being led into any miſtake, 
he then, upon the ſpot, declared, that he did 
not accept of it as any article or condition of 
* the treaty, and that he received it, only in or- 
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der to tranſmit a copy of it to his court, and 


another to the Soutb- Sea company. If the court 
of Spain, therefore, were deceived, they de- 
* ceived themſelves: They were deceived nei- 
ther by the expreſſions, nor by the ſilence of 
* our miniſter. But whatever they may now 
pretend, I believe, they neither deceived them- 
* ſelves, nor were deceived by our miniſter. I 
believe, they did not ſo much as expect, that 
we ſhould ſhew any regard to their proteſt. 
* It related to an affair of a particular and per- 
* plexed nature, which could not be brought 
* into a general treaty between the two nations. 
* The accounts between the King of Spain and 
our South-Sea company was an affair that no 
way related to either of the nations in general; 
* and it was an affair of ſuch a perplexed nature, 
© that it could not be brought into the negotia- 
tion for a general treaty. Like the diſpute a- 
bout the limits between Florida and Carolina, it 
* was abſolutely neceſſary to refer it to plenipo- 
* tentiaries, to be examined into, and determi- 
ned by them, after the concluſion of the ge- 
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neral treaty, as is cuſtomary in all ſuch caſes; 
and therefore it came properly under the firſt 
article of the treaty, by which miniſters pleni- 


potentiaries were to be appointed for regula- 


ting finally the pretenſions of the two crowns, 
remaining to be adjuſted ; the whole, accord- 
ing to the treaties therein mentioned, of which 
that of the Afiento of negroes is. particularly 
ONe::: : :-: FER: 28} | 

If we conſider the affair in this light, and 
this is the only light in which it can properly 
be conſidered, we may eaſily ſee, what the 


court of Spain meant by this proteſt. As the 


Aiento of negroes was a mutual contract be- 
tween the two nations, the King of Spain 
thought he had a right to ſuſpend the per- 
formance of his part of it, in caſe we refuſed 
the performance of ours; and this he certainly 
has. No gentleman has ſaid, he has a right to 
ſuſpend the Aſſiento of negroes upon any pre- 
tended failure in our Soutb-Sea company, and 
without applying to our court for redreſs. But, 


if our South-Sea company ſhould be guilty of a 
real, and not a pretended failure; and if, upon 


application to our court, we ſhould refuſe, or 


unreaſonably delay compelling our. Seuth-Sea 


company to do him juſtice, he would certainly 
then have a right to ſuſpend the Aſiento treaty 
upon his part; and this right he was afraid 


might be injured, or derogated from, by that 


treaty's being particularly mentioned in the 
firſt article of the convention; for which reaſon 
he thought it neceſſary. to reſerve that right by 
an expreſs declaration. This was all that even 
the court of Spain meant by that proteſt. It 
could not give them any new right, nor con- 
firm any right they wrongfully pretended to. 
It was intended only to ſhew, that his Catho- 
lick Majeſty did not, by the firſt article of the 


© con- 


A. 1739. DEBATES 123 
convention, give up any right he might have 
© to ſuſpend the Aſiento treaty, upon a failure of 
« performance on the part of this nation ; and as 
the plenipotentiaries appointed by both na- 
« tions, and not the court of Spain alone, were 
to determine, whether the non-payment of the 
« 68,0007. was a failure on the part of this na- 
tion, it would have been a piece of perfect 
Don- Quixotiſin in us, to have refuſed admitting 
the court of Spain to make ſuch a declaration 
or proteſt; becauſe, if our plenipotentiaries 
had determined, that this ſum was due to the 
King of Spain, and that it ought to be imme- 
« diately paid by our Soutb-Sea company, we 
« certainly ought, and, -I believe, we ſhould 
© have compelled that company to have paid it; 
* and if our plenipotentiaries had determined, 
that it was not due, or that the King of Spain 
_ © ought to allow it in whole, or in part of what 
was due by him to the company, his proteſt 
* would then have been of no manner of ſignifi- 
cation. . 
In my opinion, Sir, it is evident from the 
* very nature of the thing, as well as from the 
papers already on your table, that Mr. Kzene 
neither received this proteſt as any article, con- 
dition, or part of the treaty, nor did he either 
by his expreſſions, or his ſilence, endeavour to 
* deceive the court of Spain; and therefore, nei- 
ther of the arguments made uſe of by the ho- 
* nourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt, can be of 
© any weight in the preſent queſtion ; nor will 
our refuſing to diſtreſs the government by diſ— 
covering its ſecrets, or to take up our own 
* time with enquiries, when there does not ſo 
much as ſeem to have been any fault commit- 
ted: I ſay, our refuſing to do ſo, can be look- 
ed upon by no impartial man in the kingdom, 
* as a refuſing to let the people know, * 
. 
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© thoſe who negotiated and concluded the con- 
vention were to blame in what they did. There 

| < are, indeed, ſome men in the nation, and per. 

F © haps ſome gentlemen in this houſe, ſo much 

prejudiced: againſt the convention, that with- 
out enquiry, they think every man blameable 

Who had any hand either in negotiating or ad- 

vidng ir; Pur L am ſure, I may at leaſt fay, 


” 8 * 


* 


that the majority of both houſes of Parliament 
thought otherwiſe laſt ſeſſion, and I can ſee no 

reaſon for their thinking otherwiſe now. The 

hopes that the convention would, at laſt, pro- 

duce an honourable and advantageous peace, 
without war or bloodſhed, was a good reaſon 

for concluding, it, and a good reaſon for ap- : 
ment, can what has happened ſince, can the | 
Spaniards having ſince committed a moſt noto- | 
ious breach of publick faith, any way dero- | 
pats from. the ſtrengrh of chat argument ? Can 
it throw any. blame upon thoſe who put a truſt 
in hopes founded upon a molt ſolemn treaty ? 


At this rate, Sir, no, minifter muſt ever con- 
clude, or adviſe agreeing to any treaty ;. for 
the moſt full, the moſt explicit, the moſt de- 
finitive treaty, may be broke thro', as well as 
that preliminary was; and if a miniſter muſt 
anſwer for the breaches of faith committed by 
the nation he treats with, I am ſure, he ought 
never, in prudence, to treat with any. The 
breach of faith. committed by che Spaniards, 
can therefore now be no more an argument for 
condemning that treaty, than the fear of their 
doing ſo, could be an argument for condemn- 
ing it, when it was under the conſideration of 
© This, Sir, is, I believe, the way of 'think- 
© ing with all the unprejudiced and impartial 
men in the kingdom, which, I hope, will al- 
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ways be, by far, the greateſt part; and ſurely, 
« we are not to take up our time in this houſe, 
« which may be otherwiſe ſo well employed, 
« with enquiries, in order to remove the. preju- 
« dices of - a few; and much leſs ought we to 
do ſo, when that enquiry may probably be at- 
« tended with great danger to the publick, which 
* is the caſe of the enquiry now moved for. I 
« ſhall grant, that Spain has now no reaſon to ex- 
pect thoſe conceſſions we were willing to make 


for the ſake of avoiding a war; but nations as 


* well as private men often expect without the 
© leaſt ſhadow of reaſon. If Spain ſhould be in- 
formed of all the conceſſions we were willing 
© to make, it will ſhew her the value we 


re put 
„pen her. friendſhip, and this will make" her 


« perſiſt more obſtinately in the war. Her obſti- 
© nacy, it is true, may be attended with her ruin; 
but this, I am ſure, is what muſt be allowed 
not to be our intereſt to purſue. We ought 
© to inſiſt u | 
© we ſhall ſoon obtain it, if we do not encourage 
her to perſiſt, obſtinately in the war; but, we 


© ought to aim at it by weakening that nation as 


little as poſſible, becauſe ſhe may, probably, 


* hereafter become our friend and ally, and we 


may have occaſion. for her aſſiſtance. I am far 


from thinking, that any diſhonourable conceſ- 


© fions were propoſed to be made, and yet, I am 
© conyineed, the Spaniards know very little of 
the conceſſions we were willing to make. I 
* hope, they never ſhall ; but, if they ſhould be 
fully apprized of the conceſſions we were will- 
* ing to make for the ſake of avoiding a war, 
© they will expect, tho without reaſon, that we 
© ſhould make the ſame for the ſake of getting 
rid of a war; and this e 


2 "* the 


n her doing us juſtice, and, I hope, 


expectation will prevent 


their ſuing for peace, till they are reduced to - 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
the laſt extremity, which is an effect we ought, 
if poſſible, to prevent. 2 | 

But this, Sir, is far from being the only fa- 
< tal conſequence that may efiſue from our call- 
© ing for the letters and inſtructions now moved 
for. I could mention ſeveral others, but ſhall 
< confine myſelf to one. We have, it is true, 
© the misfortune of being engaged in a war, but 
< it is, as yet, againſt Spain alone, and while it 
© continues to be ſo, we have no great reaſon to 


doubt, or to be afraid of the event; nor are 


< we under any neceſſity of ſeeking allies or aſ- 
ſiſtance in the war. But there are other powers 
< that are, perhaps, willing to join with Spain a- 
« gainſt us, if they could but find a tolerable 
< excuſe for ſo doing, and, in that caſe, we may 
© be under a neceſſity of endeavouring to get 


_ © ſome of the powers of Europe to join with us. 


© We know how freely miniſters of the ſame 
© Sovereign correſpond with one another, when 
© there is no jealouſy between them, nor any ap- 
< prehenſion that the correſpondence will be un- 
«* ſeaſonably divulged. This was probably the 
© caſe of our miniſters at home and abroad, 


© who were concerned in negotiating: and con- 


* cluding the convention, and therefore there 
© may be ſome reflexions or expreſſions in the 
< letters or inſtructions now called for, that may 
© be of dangerous conſequence in both theſe re- 
ſpects. They may not only be ſuch as will 
< furniſh thoſe that incline to be our enemies, 
< with a plauſible pretence for joining againſt us, 
© but they may be ſuch as will render thoſe that 
© incline to be our friends, leſs willing to aſſiſt 
© us. Theſe may be the conſequences of having 
the papers called for laid before ſo numerous 
< an aſſembly; and as theſe conſequences may 


| © be fatal to us in our preſent ſituation, I muſt 


© therefore give my negative to the _,. 


3 13 
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The next that ſpoke was the Lord Polwarth, 
whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus. «es 


% Mr. Speaker, | . N | 7 
Sir, I do not remember to have heard it in- Lord fe- 
« ſiſted on in this, or any former debate, that = 
the King of Spain's declaration was an article of 
© the convention, and therefore it was unneceſſa- 
ry for the honourable gentleman who ſpoke * 
* laſt, to point out to us, ſo exactly, what was 
to be deemed, and what was not to be deemed 
an article of any treaty ; but, a declaration or 
« proteſt may relate to a treaty, tho' it be not 
« ſigned by both parties, and tho? it be neither 
made an article, nor mentioned in any article 
« of the treaty ; and when ſuch a declaration or 
© proteſt is ſigned by one of the contracting par- 
* ties, and ſolemnly intimated to, and accepted 
by the other, it has, by the law of nations, 
the ſame effect as if it had been made an arti- 
JI 8 
* As for the honourable gentleman's diſtinc- 
tion between accepting and receiving, it is, 
like ſome of the other ingenious diſtinctions I 
have heard come from the ſame quarter, a lit- 
* tle beyond my comprehenſion. There may be 
* 2 difference, but, I proteſt, it is ſuch a one as 
* I cannot well comprehend ; and what is ſtill 
* worſe, it is a diſtinction that, even as he has 
explained it, will not ſerve his turn in the pre- 
ſent caſe. If he ſhould give me any thing, 
which I do not expect he will, and I ſhould re- 
ceive it, I ſhould think, that I had not only 
accepted it, but that I had accepted it upon 
the conditions on which, I ſuppoſed, he gave 
itz and, I believe, the world would: think in 
the ſame way. But if he ſhould give me any 
thing, and at the time of giving ſhould 
e expreſs 
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owing me a ſum of 
and offer me a ſum equal to what he owed, 
but at the ſame time ſhould declare, that he 
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expreſs the terms on which he gave it, in ſuch 


42 caſe, if I received his preſent without de- 
cn that I neither did, nor would receive 


n his terms, the whole world would con- 

— 4 that I had accepted it upon the terms 
de expreſſed, Suppoſe a man were actually 
money, and ſhould co bas 


did not acknowledge himſelf indebted to me 
in a farthing, -nor would give me that money 


unleſs I received it as a gratuity ; and ſuppoſe 
I did receive the money without ſaying a word, 


ought not my receiving it in that way, to be 


looked on as my accepting it by. way of gra- 
tuity? I am ſure, in point of honour it ought; 


for no man would receive the money in that 
way, unleſs he either thought there was no- 


thing really due to: him, or that he had not 


ower to. compel the payment of it. 
— ſu 


J have ppoſitions, Sir, i in or- 
der = ſhew, thas he who receives muſt always 


ſuppoſed to accept upon the terms on 
ich e thing 1s, or is — — to be given. 


And now to apply this to the proteſt or de- 


claration in queſtion. If it had been drawn 
up and ſigned without the knowledge or parti- 
2 of M. Keene, and a copy of it ſent to 
him after the ſigning "of the convention, I ſhall 


grant, that his receiving or accepting it in this 


manner, would have been of no great mo- 


ment: He might, in complaiſance, have told 


0 
6 
c 


them, that he would ſend a copy of it to his 
court, or to the South-Sea company. But this 
was far from being the caſe, as appears from 


the papers already upon our table. Before the 


* convention was ſigned, there was an agreement 
1 between Mr. Keene, and Mr. La Quadra, that 
1 * fuch a 2 ſhould * 
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and ſigned by the latter, in name of the King 
of Spain: Nay, farther, before the King of 
* Spain's. miniſters: would ſign the convention, 
Mr. Keene agreed not only by word of mouth; 
but under his hand in writing, that he would 
receive or accept of this declaration, and tranſ- 
* mit copies of it to his court, and to the South- 
Sea company. Muſt not we then ſuppoſe, that 
* when he received this paper, he accepted it 
* upon the terms which were: expreſſed in rhe 
body of it; and that conſequently our leaving 
* our. South-Sea company to the mercy of the 
* King of Spain, was the condition upon which; 
© Mr. Keene agreed, the ſigning of the treaty 
_ © was to be proceeded on. 
I I was ſurprized, Sir, to hear the honourable 
gentleman ſay, that Mr. Keene, to ſhew his 
candour, declared upon the ſpot, that he did 
not accept of this declaration as any article or- 
condition of the treaty, but that he received 
it, only in order to tranſmit a copy of it to his 
court, and another to the South-Sea company. 
I do not know what private information the 
honourable gentleman may have about this af- 
fair, but the very contrary appears manifeſt from 
the papers now on our table, and from them 
only we can judge. (Here he read paragraphs 
from ſeveral letters, c.) From theſe papers 
* it is, I think, manifeſt, that Mr. Keene, by an 
agreement previous to the ſigning of the con- 
vention, agreed to accept of this declaration, 
and that he did accept of it without making 
any ſuch eounter- declaration; either by word 
of mouth or in writing; and, by his doing ſo, 
it certainly became a part of the convention: 
No civilian will, 1 am ſure, ſay otherwiſe. I 
* ſay, no civilian, Sir; for I have, this day, 
© heard ſome gentlemen of this houſe ſay other- 
*-wiſe z but they do not, I think, pretend” to be 
Vox. XIX. K | elvi- 
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civilians ; and therefore, I hope, they will not 
pretend to infallibility, or even to great autho- 
rity, in a point that depends upon the laws of 
nature and nations. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that matters of a particu- 
© lar and perplexed nature, are ſeldom ſettled by 
general treaties. When matters of a general 
and national concern are adjuſted, thoſe of a 
particular or 3 nature, ſuch as limits, 


R RM M ®G 


damages, and the like, are uſually referred to 


© be adjuſted by plenipotentiaries, commiſſaries, 
© or ſome ſuch miniſters, after the general treaty 
© has been concluded; but our late convention 
< with Spain was of an extraordinary kind; fot 
all the general rights and pretenſions in diſpute 
between the two nations, ſuch as the freedom 
© of our trade and navigation in the American 
« ſeas, our right to cut logwood in the bay of 


* Campeachy, and all ſuch, were left to be regu- 


< lated by plenipotentiaries; and that affair which 
* was the moſt „ and required the moſt 


« particular diſcuſſion, I mean the damages ſuſ- 


* tained by our merchants, was the only affair 
that was finally adjuſted by the general treaty. 
»I beg pardon for ſaying finally adjuſted ; for, 
in my opinion, it was, on our part, abſolutely 
given up. I therefore do not at all wonder, 
that the great claims our Souzth-Sea company 
had u oh the crown of Spain, on account of 


_ © ſeizures, were left to be regulated by plenipo- 


« tentiaries; but I was ſurprized to hear the ho- 
* nourable gentleman ſay, that the accounts be- 
* tween the King of Spain and our Soutb-Sca com- 
.< pany were all referred to the plenipotentiaries. 
No, Sir, the King of Spain's claim upon them 
* was not referred: We poſitively and expreſsly 
© allowed it, by our miniſter's accepting this pro- 
« teſt, as the baſis of that treaty. 5 
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The court of Spain, Sir, were well appriz d 
© of the neceſſity our negotiators were under, to- 
© wards the end of laſt year, for having a treaty 
of ſome kind or other. The miniſters of Spain 
knew, that our miniſters had ſpent 4 or 500,000). 
of the nation's money, in fitting out ſquadrons 
of which they had made no manner of uſe : 
From thence they knew, that our miniſters 
were under a neceſſity of having ſomething to 
ſhew, ſome excuſe to make, to Parliament ; 
and they would grant them nothing, they 
would give us nothing that look'd like a trea- 
ty, unleſs our miniſter would abandon the 
 South-Sea company: That company muſt be 
intirely left to their mercy : The ſum pretend- 
ed to be due to them by the company, muſt 
not only be acknowledged, but paid within a 
ſhort term, otherwiſe they were to be left at 
liberty to ſuſpend the Afiento of negroes EE, 
whereas, the large ſums due by them to the 
company, were to be left to a tedious diſcuſ- 
ſion, and not to be paid till their plenipoten- 
tiaries ſhould agree to it, which, I am convin- 
ced, they never would have done. All this 
they inſiſted on, before they would vouchſafe 
to give us any thing that look'd like a treaty z 
and for this, they would not truſt to our mini- 
ſter's word; they would have it in writing: 
And this form of a proteſt, which he was to 
accept of in a ſolemn manner, was the method 
agreed on; nay, even for this acceptance they 
would not truſt to his word: This too they in- 
ſiſted upon having, by way of letter, under 
his hand. Does not this ſhew, that our mini- 
ſters, ſo far as they durſt venture, were willing 
to agree to every thing propoſed by the mini- 
ſters of Spain? Suppoſe, Sir, the King of Spain 
has a right to ſuſpend the Aiiento of negroes, 
* in caſe of any failure on our part, yet this can- 
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not juſtify Mr. Keene's accepting of that pro- 
teſt in the manner he did: By that acceptance, 

he not only acknowledged the right in the King 
of Spain, but he acknowledged, that the Souib- 

Sea company would be guilty of a failure on 

their part, unleſs they paid the 68,0001. with- 
in a ſhort term; and this he did, tho? he per- 
fectly knew, that in juſtice they owed no ſuch 
ſum, nor had ever acknowledged, or promiſed 
to pay ſuch a ſum, but upon condition of the 

King of Spain's ſettling all accounts with them, 

and paying what might appear to be due upon 

the balance. 1 55 

What I have ſaid, Sir, I have ſpoke from 

the papers now upon our table : From them our 
negotiations, eſpecially thoſe that relate to his 

Catholick Majeſty's proteſt, muſt ſtand con- 

demned with every man that peruſes them, 

and them only. If there be any other papers, 
which may juſtify thoſe negotiations; if the 
| honourable gentleman knows of any ſuch ; if 
he knows of any letters, inſtructions, or o- 
ther papers, from whence it may appear, that 
Mr. Keene declared, when he received this pro- 
teſt, that he did not receive it as any article or 
condition of the treaty, that he received 1t, 
only to tranſmit to his court, and to the South- 

Sta company: I ſay, if the honourable gentle- 

man knows of any ſuch, as, from what he has 
ſaid, he would ſeem to inſinuate, I am ſure, 
he ought, as a friend to Mr. Keene, to agree to 
their being laid before us. The objection he 
has been pleaſed to make, the dangers he has 
been pleaſed to frighten us with, are, in my 
opinion, mere bugbears. The danger of ſhew- 
ing to Spain what conceſſions we were willing 
to make for the ſake of peace,' is an objection 
that operated as ſtrongly againſt laying before 
us the letters and inſtructions to our commiſſa- 

| 2 * Hes, 
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ries, as it can do againſt laying before us the 


© letters and inſtructions to Mr. Keene; and yet, 
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the former were laid before us without any dif- 


ficulty, and without producing any bad effect. 


And as no power in Europe had the leaſt con- 


cern in the negotiations carried on between - 


Spain and us: As no power in Europe had any 


immediate concern in the diſputes between the 


two nations, I cannot concew¾e, what occaſion 
our miniſters could have to mention any other 
power in Europe, in their letters or inſtructions 
to Mr. Keene; and therefore, from their great 
wiſdom, I muſt ſuppoſe, that no other power 
in Zurope is ſo much as mentioned in any of 
thoſe letters or inſtructions. For this reaſon, 
if they were all printed and publiſhed, as well 
as laid before this houſe, I cannot ſuppoſe, 
that thoſe who are willing to join with Spain a- 
gainſt us, could, from thence, be furniſhed 


with any pretence for doing ſo; or that thoſe 


who are willing to aſſiſt us in the war, in caſe 
we ſhould have occaſion for it, could, from 
any reflexions or expreſſions in thoſe letters or 
inſtructions, be rendered leſs willing than they 
are at preſent to aſſiſt us. 5 

This, Sir, is a danger that none of our mi- 
niſters have, I am convinced, the leaſt cauſe to 
apprehend : But there is another danger, which 
ſome of them may, perhaps, have cauſe to ap- 
prehend. There may be expreſſions in ſome 
of thoſe letters or inſtructions, that might dif- 
oblige many here at home, and raiſe ſuch a 
ſpirit in the nation, as would be of dangeroys 


conſequence to our miniſters. If our negotia- 


tions were carried on, not ſo much with a view 


to procure ſatisfaction to the nation, as to pro- 


cure temporary expedients for our miniſters, 


this might appear from ſome of thoſe letters 
* or inſtructions, if they ſhould all be laid be- 
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fore us; and this, if there be any ſuch thing, 
< js, I ſhall grant, a danger which our miniſters 
© have great reaſon to apprehend; but this is a 
danger, which, I am ſure, ought to have 
© no weight with this houſe: If it has any, it 
© muſt be in favour of the motion ; and for this 
© reaſon, I am the more ſanguine for this mo- 
© tion, becauſe I find it oppoſed by ſome, who 
may, perhaps, think themſelves expoſed to this 


danger. 


The next, and the laſt that ſpoke in this de- 
bate, was Sir John Hynd Cotton, whoſe ſpeech was 
to this effect, viz. e | 


© Mr. Speaker, 1 
Sir, I ſhall not enter into the queſtion, whe- 


| Cortona 6 IS 
ak ther our negotiations ſtand condemned or ac- 


> £ 


* quitted by the papers now upon our table; but 
* I muſt obſerve, that though ſeveral paragraphs 
© have been read, and from thence ſeveral objec- 
tions ſtarted, by thoſe who find fault with our 
negotiations, yet, none of thoſe who declare 
themſelves friends to our negotiations, have at- 
tempted to read, or to draw an argument from 
any one of the papers now before us; from 
whence it would ſeem, as if they were conſci- 


from any of the papers we have, as yet, upon 
our table; and if they put a negative upon 
this motion, the whole world will conclude, 
that they are conſcious, thoſe negotiations can 
as little be juſtified from any papers that can 
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* aus, that our negotiations cannot be juſtified 
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be laid before us; therefore, for preventing 
* 

C- 


ſuch an unlucky inference, I hope they will a- 
gree to the motion. 1 
In this debate, Sir, we have heard Mr. Keene's 


conduct ſo highly applauded by ſome gentle- 


* men, and fo loudly blamed by others, that, 1 
| | 5 * confeſs, 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 
© confeſs, it excites a very great curioſity in me, 
to ſee all that can be ſaid, both for and againſt 
him; and therefore, as I can ſee no danger 
from our having all thoſe papers laid before 
© us, if there were no other reaſon, I ſhould be 
for the motion. But when I conſider the duty 
* we owe to our country, if the gentleman, 
* whoſe conduct is called in queſtion, be guilty, 
and the juſtice we owe to him, if he be inno- 
* cent, I think we ought to have the papers now 
© moved for laid before us, even tho? it ſhould 
© be attended with all the dangers we have been 
« frightned with; and thoſe who have any re- 
* gard for him, muſt certainly, I think, be for 
© it, becauſe his character, as a miniſter, may, 
perhaps, be juſtified by ſome of the papers 
* now called for; and it cannot, I am ſure, be 
rendered worſe than i it is already in the eyes of 
many gentlemen of this houſe, and, I believe, 
6 We moſt men in the nation.” 


The queſtion upon this motion was likewiſe 
carried in the negative without a diviſion. 


Next day Francis Fane, Eſq; reported from the Army auf- 

committee, to whom it was referred to conſider t 
further of the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the 
following reſolution, viz. That it is the opinion 
of this committee, That the number of effec- 
tive men to be provided for guards and gari- 
© ſons in Great Britain, Guernſey, and Ferſey, for 
* the year 1740, be (including 2141 invalids, 
© and 815 men, which the regiment conſiſts of 
for the ſervice of the highlands) 28,852 men, 
« commiſſion and non-commiſſion officers inclu- 
* ded.” And a motion being made for agreeing 
with the committee in this reſolution, WVilliam 
Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows. 
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Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, I don't riſe up, on his vetaifion; as I 
have often done, to oppoſe this great number 
of land forces, which by the preſent reſolution 
are to be raiſed for the current ſervice of the 
year. I am, and ever have been, of opinion, 
that when this nation is engag'd in an actual 


war with any of its neighbburs, and that too 


without being ſupported, 'or having a proſpect 


of being ſupported, by any other e we 


may haye occaſion to employ land forces. I 
ſhall not at preſent enter, or propoſe our enter- 
ing, into any enquiry, whence it proceeds that 
we ſtand in this war unſupported and alone; 
ſo as to be oblig'd to employ a number of 
land forces, which, if a peace were concluded, 

would be more than ſufficient for effecting the 
moſt arbitrary purpoſes. An enquiry of that 
kind, Sir, may be proper hereafter ;' but my 
duty to my country, and my zeal for the honour 


and ſafety of his Majeſty, dictate to me, that 


T ought to concur .in every meaſure for Pro. 
viding againſt the preſent danger. - 


An army of $3,742 men, in the heart of 


this country, under the direction of the go- 
vernment, is ſo dangerous to the liberties of 


the people, that nothing but the hopes of 
ſpeedy ſatisfaction for the injuries and inſults 
of an haughty enemy could prevail upon us to 
admit it. Encouraged by this hope, Sir, and 


| relying on the aſſurances which his:Majeſty has 


given, that this war ſhall, in all its branches, 
be carried on with a vigour ſuitable to the juſ- 
tice of our cauſe, I agree to this reſolution; 
But, Sir, the occaſion of my ſtanding up now 
1s to put gentlemen in mind; that, as I do not 
oppoſe our agreement to ſo great a number of 
men, when J think they may be of ſeryice to 
che nation, and when the preſent Juncture ren- 
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* anſwer'd, if our land forces are of no other 


* uſe, 
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* ders ſuch a number of men expedient, yet my 


preſent aſſent ſhall never preclude me from 
oppoſing our keeping up the ſame, or indeed 
a much fewer, number of land forces, when 
no ſuch danger threatens, and no ſuch expedi- 


ency can be ſhown. | 
But the danger that ariſes to the liberties of 


the nation, 1s not the only inconveniency that 


attends a numerous army, We are at preſent 
engag d in an expenſive war, and the people 


groan under an almoſt- intolerable burden of 


taxes and impoſts, in order to defray its ex- 
pences, and to diſcharge ſome part of an im- 
menſe national debt. The number of land 
forces, Sir, that we now are to keep on foot, 
requires, according to the eſtimates, for their 


maintenance, no leſs a ſum than 1, 092, 3gol. 
This, Sir, is but 107,610. leſs than what was 
thought an extravagant appointment to a King 
of this nation for defraying all the expences of 
his Family, and all the other charges of his 
government, either naval, civil, or military. 
* Yet that ſum, Sir, which was no more than 
1, 200, 00 J. when given by a profuſe Parlia- 


ment to a King, was by the beſt friends of the 


* nation thought too much to be intruſted out of 
the hands of the people; and their opinion 


was juſtify'd by the event. If the expecta- 


tions of the nation, Sir, are anſwer' d in the 


proſecution of this war, there will be employ- 


ment enough for a great part of our land 


forces in thoſe wade where the enemy is moſt 
ſenſible; and where we can moſt eaſily wound 


him. In that caſe, the ſervice they do the na- 


tion will more than over- pay the immediate 


expence of keeping them up. And it is with 
this view only, that I agree to this reſolution; 


but if the expectations of the nation are not 
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Aulſe than they have been of theſe twenty years 
paſt, which is to be a burden to the people, 
and to appear once a year upon a review, gen- 
< tlemen, I hope, will not make my concur- 
© rence with this reſolution, a reaſon why J 
© ought not to move for an enquiry into ſo 
< palpable an abuſe of the —— ny of 
& the nation. 


Wi 2 Sbippn, Es 0 g next, as follows 


VI. Ship- „Sir, — up to make my anniy 
rs Kb. oration againſt a ſtanding army. I have made 
| one and twenty already, of which fifteen were 
never ſeconded, and this will probably be the 
* ſixteenth. 
* The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
Sir, and I, are generally of the fame ſenti- 
< ments in queſtions that come before this houſe; 
8 _—_ what I ſay now is not eee 2 
of refleting is ſpee r 
I only * 8 his ſuppoſing "that | 
© we can have any occaſion for land forces in this 
* war. I know the honourable .gentleman's ſen- 
< timents and mine are the ſame with regard to 
© ſtanding armies in general, with this diffe- 
* rence, that he thinks there is a poſſibility that 
land forces may be of ſervice to the nation, 
and I think they can be of ſervice only to the 
* miniſter. 
»The war we are now engag d in, Sir, is, as 
1 I take it, a maritime war; and our ſea forces 
* alone are proper to carry it on, and end it, to 
the glory of his Majeſty, and the advantage of 
the nation. It can be render'd a land war only 
* by our being oblig*d to take part with the 
* Dutch, if they ſhall offend France — declaring 
© in our favour. But, Sir, I don't ſee there is 
-* the leaſt appearance - that our good old 3 
are 
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3 in haſte to put us under that 
© inconventency ; I don't ſee them very raſh, ei- 
ther in their good offices, or their preparati- 
© ons. Therefore we may reaſonably conclude, 
that, for this year at leaſt, we are ſafe on that 
* fide, What makes me the more confident of 

this, Sir, is the delay which the forms of their 
government require, before it can take the 
* leaſt ſtep with regard either to peace or war. 
Nobody, I believe, will ſay that they have 
taken any as yet, and every body knows that 
* before they can, the ſeaſon for action next year 
< will be over. For even after the augmenta- 
tion of their troops, and refitting of their 
* navy, that we have heard of late fo much of, 
* ſhall take place, which can't be ſooner / chan 
* the middle of the next year, ſome time muſt 


« be ſpent before that augmentation is compleat- 
« ed, or the neceſſary preparations made. And 


* we may give them a longer time for delibera- 
* ting, and ſettling their ſcheme of action. 

© that time, Sir, no army can take the field, 
* and we may ſave all, or the greateſt part of 
* near a million of money, without putting the 
© nation to the eaſt inconveniency, or expoſing 
it to the leaſt danger. This, Sir, is a very 
large ſum, and might, if honeſtly apply d to 


the ſervice q A. maritime war, put an end 
* to all our dil rences before the end of next 
* 1 


<, But; gentlemen: may fay, We Sinn; France to 
deal with: What if we fhould be invaded ? 
What if ſhe ſhould attack the Dutob? What 
jf ſhe ſhould raiſe other diſturbances on the 
continent? Indeed, Sir, I don't think that we 
* have the leaſt to fear from France, for this 
plain reaſon, that ſhe gains more by her neu- 

* trality than is poſſible ſhe can by taking part 


: with our enemies. Nay, Sir, 1 will venture 


to 
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to ſay, that if ſhe is diſpoſed, which I don't 
at all queſtion, to favour our enemies, ſhe 


cannot do either them or herſelf more effec- 
tual ſervice, than by perſevering in her neu- 
trality. Don't we ſee, Sir, ſhe is carrying on 
all their trade for them? Don't we ſee that 
the river is now covered with French veſſels, 
which convey our, commodities, that ought to 
go in our own bottoms, to Spain, and to all 


parts of the world? The Spaniards can't ſub- 


fiſt without our commodities, and they could 
have no way of receiving them, were there 
not a neutral power, ſuch as France and Hol- 
land, to import them. Beſides, Sir, the prime 
miniſter of France is growing old; he does 
not love war, he can't bear the very thoughts 
of it, and there has not a difference happen'd 
in Europe theſe twelye years, that he has not 
endeavour'd to make up, if he could not im- 
prove it to the intereſt of his own Maſter. 
Do we not every day hear, Sir,. that he 1s 
charitably interpoſing his good office at the 
court of Great Britain, to decide 'the diffe- 


rences betwixt us and Spain? 


As for the great force which they may bring 
into the field, and which is the only reaſon 
pretended. for our keeping up a land army of 


near 40,000 men, beſides the 12,000 men 


upon the Jriſb eſtabliſhment, they can never 
affect us as long as they ſtay on the other ſide 
of the water; and if we ſhould ſuffer them 


to land on this ſide, that will be our fault, un- 
leſs they can bring a ſuperior naval force to fa- 


vour their invaſion. But we have very lately 
heard, Sir, from a very unſuſpected authority, 


that the French are our faithful friends and 


well-meaning allies; that as long as we don't 
fall out with them, they will not interrupt us, 
and that they have no naval force in readineſs 
« that 


A.1739: D E BAT E 8. 

« that can give us any apprehenſions. Then 
* why ſhould we be uneaſy on account of France, 
fince we are ſo well aſſur'd that ſhe neither 


* 


can nor will hurt us? | | 


As for her falling upon any of our friends 
and allies on the continent, I cannot prevail 
upon myſelf to think that it would be our bu- 
« ſineſs at preſent to make ourſelves a party, if 
* ſhe ſhould; for our neighbours have not lately 
been very liberal of their good offices. But, 
Sir, we have not the leaſt reaſon to apprehend 
that ſhe has any ſuch intentions. We have 
lately had a proof of her diſpoſitions to peace 
in her conduct to the Emperor and the Turks, 
Vvhen the former were ſo much reduced by a 
« ſeries of unfortunate campaigns. Had the prime 
* miniſter of France deſign'd to have embroil'd 
* the affairs of Europe, he had here a fair op- 
* portunity, when the affairs of the Emperor, 
* his old and moſt formidable enemy, were ſo 
much diſtreſſed. | | 

* Theſe are ſome of the reaſons why I think 
that the expence, to ſay nothing of the dan- 
ger, that muſt attend our keeping on foot ſo 
great a number of land forces, is very diſpro- 
« portion'd to the ſervice they can do us againſt 
the power which we have the greateſt reaſon 
* to dread. The only other reaſon that I can 
* ſuggeſt at preſent is, that it is poſſible we 
may have occaſion to employ them againſt 
Spain herſelf. TY 
* To anſwer this argument, Sir, we are to 
conſider, that we muſt employ them either in 


five, it muſt be by attacking them either in 
Europe or America; if in Europe, former expe- 
rience has convinced us how ill- grounded all 
our hopes of ſucceſs from ſuch an expedition 
muſt be; beſides, I do not ſee any attempt 
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that 


an offenſive or a defenſive war. If in an offen- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
that could be made, of importance enough to 
< defray the certain expences the nation muſt in- 

- cur, even on a ſuppoſition that it ſhould be 
ſucceſsful. If then we ſhould attack our ene- 
mies in America, where it is our intereſt to at- 
tack them, and where our attacks cannot fail 

to ſucceed, much fewer forces will be fufficient, 
and theſe, Sir, give me leave to fay it, ought 
to have been ſent thither long ago. I believe, 
Sir, there is no gentleman, who has made it 
. his bufinefs to inform himſelf of the preſent 
condition of the Spaniards in America, who is 
not ſenſible that they are very weak; and that 
if we had made a vigorous puſh there, before 
they had had time to have put themſelves on 
their guard, we might now have congratulated 
each other on our ſucceſs, inſtead of debating 
about the manner of obtaining it. I cannot 
ſay, Sir, what is the condition of the brave 

Admiral, who, I hope, is by this time on thoſe 
ſeas; but if he had three or four thouſand 

land forces to ſupport him, I ſhould have had 

a much better opinion both of the ſucceſs of 

this war, and the wiſdom of our miniſtry. It 
is by doing ſuch a piece of ſervice to the na- 
tion as that would be, that land forces can be 
rendered either uſeful or ſo much as tolerable 
here. That ſervice has not been conſulted, 
and if it ſhall,” a much fewer number of forces 

will be ſufficient than this reſolution propoſes. 
* The other manner in which we could have 

occaſion to employ our land forces, and which 
I have already mentioned, is, by defending 

* ourſelves. But from whom, Sir? Where is 
the enemy who is to attack you? Are the Ha- 

nꝝniards able to do it? No, they are ſtarving at 
© home; they cannot find ſubſiſtence in their 
© quarters: How then will they be able · to vic 

* tual, or to equip a fleet and an army for ſuch 
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« ſhips ? Where have they tranſports for carrying 


over ſuch a number of men as could give us 
uneaſineſs, though then we had not five hun- 


« dred ſtanding forces in the whole nation ? 
Having thus given my reaſons, Sir, why I 
am for recommitting this reſolution, I ſhall 
« not at all be diſappointed if I am ſingular in 
my opinion; I am reſolved, and I ſhall always 
« adhere to that reſolution, that I will not neg- 
ect my duty, which is to oppoſe every burden 
that may be heavy, or dangerous to the people, 
but more eſpecially that of a ſtanding army. 


Nothing more being ſaid upon this ſubject, 


the motion was agreed to without a diviſion. 


Wedneſday, December 18, Philip Gybbon, Eſq; 


ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following effect. 


tion? Beſides, Sir, where have they 


163 


« Sir, As the neceſſity and juſtice of this war wr, G- 


© require that his Majeſty ſhould be well ſup- 


bon's ſpeech 
and motioa 


ported, it is highly expedient that the ſubjects tor a call. 


* ſhould be encouraged in their endeavours to 
* ſerve his Majeſty by ſeeing the publick affairs 
carried on with the concurrence of every mem- 
© ber of this houſe: I will be bold to ſay, Sir, 
that no gentleman, who has the honour to re- 
* preſent his country, will object to one motion 
that tends to ſtrengthen his Majeſty in the pro- 


* ſecution of this war. I am ſorry not to ſee 


that zealous attendance paid by the members 
* of this houſe, that our preſent ſituation de- 


* ſerves. What may be the. cauſe of this appa- 


rent neglect, I ſhall not take upon me to de- 


* termine. Perhaps ſome gentlemen are afraid 
* of negleCting their private affairs by too intenſe 
* a concern for the publick, or deſpair of being 
* able to do any ſervice to their country by their 
1 1 * atten- 
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nàttendance; but whether the one or the other 
be the plea, it is evidently inſufficient to juſtify 


© their conduct. 

\_ © Their abſence is the more dangerous, as, I 
believe, it is no ſeeret all over the nation, that 
© a motion will be ſoon made in this houſe, for 
© a bill of the utmoſt importance to the dignity 
and independency of the legiſlature : A motion 
on which our liberties, and thoſe of our poſte- 
< rity may depend: A motion that will give 
every gentleman an opportunity of . ſhewing 
< how little any mean, partial views mix with 
< that duty which he owes to his Prince and his 
country. As I cannot but think the houſe 
© ought to do its utmoſt to oblige gentlemen to 
attend on that important occaſion, I therefore 
< take the liberty to move, That the houſe be 


called over upon Wedneſday the 16th day of 


* January next.” 


5 


The motion was oppoſed by Edward Thin!ſon, 
Eſq; in the following manner. | 


< Sir, I ſee no reaſon for forcing thoſe gentlc- 


men, who were ſo fond laſt ſeſſion to leave the 
-© houſe, out of their beloved retirement. Nay, 


Sir, the experience I had of the calmneſs, una- 
< nimity, and diſpatch with which we proceeded 
in their abſence, makes me almoſt wiſh that 
© none of them had ever returned. I have a 


very great regard for the honourable gentleman 


© who made the motion, as he has always done 
his duty; but I believe the people in general 
were ſo ſenſible both of the unparliamentary 
ſtep which the ſeceders took laſt ſeſſion, and 
of the good effects of the laws in favour of 
trade and navigation, made during their ab- 
| © ſence, that they will be very well pleaſed if 

the houſe is no fuller than it was when they 


© leff 
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* lefers. Therefore, 1 hope you will put e 


-* queſtion.” 


The queſtion being put, it was ; cartied,: after a 


diviſion, in the ETC yp 82, noes T 13. 


Tueſday, January h 95 Philip Gybbon, Eſa; ſtood Members, 7 
up and moved, That the ſerjeant at arms atten 122 


ing the houſe, do go with the mace into Weſt- 


minſter-Hall, and the courts there, and into the 


Court of Requeſts, and the places adjacent, and 
ſummon the members there to attend the ſervice 
of the houſe : And the ſerjeant being returned; 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſub- 


| ſtance as follows, v2. 


© Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, I am now going to lay before you a pro- Mr. 8 


poſition; which has already been ſeveral times Poms 


made to you, without meeting with that ſuc- — 


ceſs, which I thought it deſerved; but as I 
think it a good one, and abſolutely neceſſary 
for the preſervation of our conſtitution, I am 
far from being diſcouraged by its former bad 
* ſucceſs, nor ſhall I be diſcouraged from a future 
attempt, even though it ſhould now meet with 
© as bad a reception as heretofore ; becauſe I am 
fully convinced of the truth of that obſerva- 
* tion; which was long ago made by one of our 
* beſt lawyers, That a good bill or motion once 
N Parliament, and entered upon our 

« journals, can neyer die. It may at firſt meet 
* with bad ſucceſs: It may meet with repeated 
bad ſucceſs; but unleſs our conſtitution be ab- 


N * ſolutely and irrecoverably deſtroyed, it will by 


* its own merits at laſt force its way through the 
* ſeveral branches of our legiſlature. - 

* The. propoſition I am to make, Sir, is e 
* ly and in ſhort this, that criminals. may not be 

Vo I. XIX. Wo * allowed 
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© allowed to be their own judges, and that our 

| © liberties may not be committed to the keeping 

of thoſe, who are retained to deſtroy them. It 

© is the duty of Parliament to redreſs all publick 
grievances, and puniſh all high and heinous 
offenders, who have been artful or powerful 
enough to evade the laws of the kingdom: It 

is the duty of Parliament to grant no more mo- 
© ney for the publick ſervice, than what is abſo- 
<* lutely neceſſary, and to ſee that money proper- 
ly applied, and duly accounted for: And it is 
© the duty of Parliament to watch over the liber- 
* ties and privileges of the people, by taking 
care not to pals any laws, that are inconſiſtent 
with the liberties and privileges of the people, 
and by providing ſpeedy and effectual remedies 
* againſt all incroachments that have been, or 
may be made, by ambitious Princes, or guilty 
© miniſters. Theſe, Sir, are among the chief of 
© the duties of Parliament; but how can we ex- 
< pett a performance, if a majority of the meni- 
© bers be ſuch, whole ſelf-preſervation or ſecurity 
© depends upon their nern or acting con- 
trary to theſe duties? Can we expect, that pub- 
© lick grievances will be redreſſed, if a majority 
© of Parliament be ſuch as have themſelves been, 
or ſuch as are the friends and confederates of 
+ thoſe that have been the cauſe of theſe pub- 
lick grievances ? Can we expect, that any high 
* offender will be puniſhed by Parliament, if 
the majority of it be ſuch as have been compa- 
* nions and. ſharers with him in his crimes, or 
* ſuch whoſe chief ſubſiſtence depends upon 
ſereening him from Juſtice? Can we expect, 
that any ſupply demanded by the crown will 
© be refuſed, if it is to be granted by thoſe, 
* whoſe chief ſubſiſtence depends upon making 


© the grant; or that the publick money will be 
properly applied, or duly accounted 2 5 
* 9 
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thoſe that have applied it, or may apply it, to 
their own uſe, are to be the only inſpectors of 
the publick accounts? Or laſtly, Sir, can we 


expect, that a Parliament will guard againſt 


the incroachments of an ambitious Prince, or 
guilty miniſter, if the majority of that Parlia- 
ment be ſuch as have the whole, or a ne- 


ceſſary part of their ſubſiſtence, from the places, 
or penſions they hold at the arbitrary will of 


that ambitious Prince, or guilty miniſter ?. _ 
* Theſe are queſtions, Sir, which, in my opi- 
nion, can be anſwered in the affirmative by no 
man, that will and dare make uſe of his rea- 
ſon; and yet every one of theſe queſtions 
muſt, I think, be anſwered in the affirmative 
by thoſe who affirm, that our conſtitution can 


never be in any danger from a majority, of 


near a majority of this houſe's being compoſed 
of ſuch as hold places and penſions at the arbi- 
trary will of the crown. I ſhall grant, Sir, 
that it may be neceſſary for us to have amongſt 
us ſome of the chief officers of the crown. It 
may be neceſſary to have always in this houſe 


ſome of the chief officers of the treafury, ad- 


miralty, and army, as well as ſeveral others of 
thoſe that are employed by his Majeſty, as 
chief officers, in the executive part of our go- 


vernment. Theſe, I ſay, it may be neceſſary 


to have amongſt us, in order to give us ſuch 
informations, as may often become neceſſary in 
the ſeveral branches of buſineſs that come re- 


gularly before this houſe ;- but, I am ſure, it is 
no way neceſſary, and quite inconſiſtent with - 
the dignity of this houſe, to have it filled with 


clerks of offices; and inferior officers of our 
navy and army. I confefs, I have the greateſt 
regard for ſuch of thoſe as we have at preſent 


amongſt us; becauſe; I hope they have all fo 


much honour, that they would diſdain to ſacri- 
Pe L 2 * Hee 
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© utmoſt dan fol 
of the honour of thoſe officers we have now 
+ amongſt" us, we have already ſuch a number, 
that J ſhould think our conftitution upon the 
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Mr. Speaker, Bag ia DNS, 45: 

Nur. ct © Sir, I ſhould readily join not only in bringing 
in but in paſſing ſuch a bill as the honourable 

e geentleman 
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© fice their duty, as members of this houſe, for 


any ſelfiſh conſideration; but, we cannot be aſ- 
< ſured, that thoſe who ſucceed them in their offi- 


ces and employments, will be gentlemen of ſo 
much honour; and as they may likewiſe ſucceed 


them with regard to their ſeats in this houſe, our 
conſtitution may be thereby brought into the 
ger; for, if I were not well aſſured 


© brink of deſtruction; and, as this number may 


jority of this houſe, Whilſt we have it in our 
power, we ought to take care to provide againſt 
tis danger, by limiting the number of officers | 
'© that are to have feats in this Houſe; for, if the 


majority of this houſe ſhould once come to be 
* compoled of officers, and thoſe officers ſuch as 


had a greater regard to the places they poſſeſs, 
or prefer ments they hope for, than to the liber- 
ties and conſtitution of their country, it would 
he ridiculous to think of getting the approbation 


of this houſe to any ſuch regulation. Therefore, 


Sir, as this is not yet, I hope, our unfortunate 


© caſe; I ſhall beg leave to move, That leave 

may be given to bring in a bill, for the better 

4 fſecuring the freedom of Parliaments, by limiting 

the number of officers to ſit in the houſe of 
101 Uns © 1 
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* gentleman. has been pleaſed to propoſe, if I 
thought it were neceſſary for the preſervation of 


honourable gentleman in his motion for bringing 


our conſtitution : Nay, I ſhould join with the. 


- 
* 


* 


it in, in order to ſee what ſort of remedy he has 


a mind to propoſe, if I thought that the conſti- 


— 


tution were now, or ever could be in any danger 
from the number of officers in this houſe: Nay 


motion at leaſt, if I were not fully convinced, 


that the excluding of any officer, who may have 
fortune and intereſt enough in his country to get 


himſelf choſen, would be a moſt dangerous in- | 
fringement of our conſtitution, and at laſt an in- 


« farther, I ſhould probably join with him in this 


fallible cauſe of its diſſolution. 


The honourable. gentleman has himſelf, Sir, 


furniſhed us with what I take to be an unanſwer- 


* 
. 


of officers in this houſe, unleſs that number be 


this caſe, no danger can from thence enſue, un- 


in my opinion, of ſuch a nature, that we cannot 


c 
c 
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We know, Sir, that a great number of thoſe, 
who have offices and employments under the 
crown, I mean all the officers of the revenue, 
* are already excluded from having feats in this 


* 
o 


L 3 © houſe; 


able argument againſt the bill he propoſes: He 
ſays, and, indeed, it muſt by every one be grant- 
ed; that no danger can enſue from the number 


ſo great, as to make a majority, and that even in 


leſs that majority conſiſts of ſuch men, as have 
a greater regard for the offices they poſſeſs, or 
the preferments they hope for, than they have 
for their own honour, or the liberties of their 
country. Theſe, therefore, are two caſes, which 
we muſt ſuppoſe may happen, before we can ſay 
there is any neceſſity for ſuch a bill, as he has 
been pleaſed to propoſe; and theſe two caſes are, 


ſuppoſe it poſſible, that either of them ſhould 
ever happen, and much leſs can we ſuppoſe, 
that both may happen at one and the ſame time. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© houſe; and as for the officers of our navy and 
army, and all thoſe who belong to any of the 
« offices kept here at London, they are, by the very 
* nature of their office, and by the attendance they 
s muſt give, prevented from having any intimacy 
+ or correſpondence with the gentlemen or people 
* of our ſeveral counties, cities, or. boroughs, and 
« conſequently it muſt be extremely difficult for 
any great number of them to get themſelves 
+ choſen; for the people in all places of the king- 
s dom are fond of thoſe that live amongſt them, 
and conyerſe with them daily, and will always 
? chuſe one of them, rather than any ſtranger that 
comes to ſet up as a candidate at an election. 

For theſe reaſons, Sir, I think it impoſſible to 
? ſuppoſe, that ever a majority of this houſe ſhould 
b conſift of ſuch, as hold offices or employ ments 
+ at the arhitrary will of the crown; and as for 
* penſioners, they are already excluded from hav- 
ing ſeats in this houſe, as effectually as it is poſ- 
ſible for you to exclude them by any law you 
+ can make. But this is not the only impoſſible 
* ſuppoſition we muſt make, in order to frighten 
* ourſelves with the dangers we are expoſed to by 
+ a great number of _ having feats in this 
+ houſe: We muſt not only ſuppoſe, that they 
make a majority of the houſe, but that they are 
* all ſuch as have no regard to their honour, or 
their country, which, I hope, will appear to be 
? a ſuppoſition impoſſible to be made, with regard 
* to ſuch a number of gentlemen of family and 


fortune in this or any other kingdom upon earth; 


for gentlemen of family and fortune they muſt 
? be, before they can get themſelves choſen, un- 
5 leſs you ſuppoſe their conſtituents to be as great 
5 ſcoundrels as themſelves, which is a ſuppoſition 


1 that, I hope, can never be made; at laſt, I am 


+ ſure, if there ſhould ever be ground for making 


+ of 
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* houſe; but if you ſhould by a new law exclude 


c 
& 


of preſerving the liberties of ſuch a vicious and 
abandoned peaple. 

But, Sir, before we can ſuppoſe our canſtitu- 
tion in danger from a great number of officers 
having ſeats in this houſe, we muſt, in my opi- 


nion, ſuppoſe, that all thoſe officers are not on- 


ly regardleſs of honour and their country, but 
downright fools and idiats, with regard to their 
own intereſt, Every gentleman that can have a 


ſeat in this houſe, muſt now by law be paſſeſſed 
of an eſtate of 600. or at leaſt 3001. a year, in 


his own right. Whilſt our conſtitution is pre- 


ſerved, he may call this his property, he may 
tranſmit it to his poſterity. But if our happy 


conſtitution ſhould be deſtroyed: If an abſolute 
and arbitrary government ſhould be ſet up, he 
could do neither with any certainty. In ſuch 
governments there is no property, there is no 
man can with certainty depend upon being able 
to tranſmit any thing to his poſterity; and 


would any man but a fool and a madman render 
à certain, real, tranſmiſſible eſtate of 600 J. or 


3001, a year precarious, for the ſake of a place 
or a penſion of double the valye, which he held 
at the mere will of another, and which he knew 
he could not tranſmit to his poſterity ? This, 
Sir, 1s ſo contrary to common ſenſe, that it is 


impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that any great number of 
men in any age, or any country, could be guilty 
of ſuch a piece of madneſs. 

From henee, never | it is aan. that our 


conſtitution can never be in danger from any 
number of officers that may have ſeats in this 


all thoſe in any office or emplayment under the 
crown, or all but a very few, from having ſeats 


in this houſe, it would not only endanger, but, 
© in my opinion, certainly deſtroy our conſtitution, 
F "Wo I believe it will be granted, that ſince the 
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c happy acceſſion of bur preſent illuſtrious Family, 
« as great u regard 48 great a Feſpedt has been 
ſhewn by the crown to Parliaments, nay greater, 
« T'behieve, chan was ever ſniewn in any former 
period of time. To compare it with that period 


in which our conſtitution ſeems to have been 


moſt perfect, and our government moſt wiſely 
ad miniſtred, I mean the reign of the glorious 
Queen Elizabeib: Every one knows, that 'ſhe 


often treated her Parliaments with more haughti- 


neſs than has lately been ſo much as thought of; 
< Nay; the ſometimes treated them in ſuch a man- 
ner, as would now) be exclaimed againſt, as the 
< higheſt inſult the moſt dangerous ineroachment 
Lopon the rights and liberties of Parliament; and 
yet the Parfiaments in her time behaved in a 
more ohedient, I may ſay, a more ſervile manner 
towards the crown; than they have ever done in 
any reign ſince that time; from whence I muſt 
<. conclude, that ſo far from e brought under 
any ſervlle inſſienc by the number of officers 
ve have now in the houſe; it contributes towards 
© enhaticing that regard, which the crown finds 
neceſſary to ſhew to us; and, I think, very good 
© reaſon it ſhould for ſurely a gentleman who, 
beſides his ſeat in this houſe, and his perfonal a- 
e bilities, has a: great ſhare in the government and 
publick counſels of is country, ora great com- 
mand and inteteſt in the navies and armies of 
his country, is more to be regarded than a mere 
country eſquire or city merchant, who has no- 
thing to recommend him, but his own perſonal 
abilities, and his being a member of this houſe. 
Therefore, Sir, if you exelude all officers of 
the crown from having ſeats in this houſe, you 
will, of one ſide, leſſen that regard which the 
crown now finds neceſſary to ſhew to you, and 
of the other, you will introduce, and in a man- 


ner eſtabliſh faction and ſedition, not only in this 


* houſe, 
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« houſe, but in every part of the kingdom. The 
« chief guard we have againſt faction and ſedition 


©. has always conſiſted in thoſe honours, poſts, and 


« preferments, which the crown has the ſole power 
« to. beſtow: If you remove that guard out of 


Parliament, the ſeditious great men, who may 


« be the heads of faction, may probably, in a ſhort 
« time, get the direction not only of this houſe, 
but of moſt of the elections in the kingdom; 
the conſequence of which would certainly be a 
« civil war between this houſe and its followers of 
one fide, and the King and his officers and their 
© followers, of the other; and by the iſſue of this 
war, let which ever ſide prevail, our conſtitution 
+ would certainly be undone. |. This, Sir, was the 
* caſe in the reign of Henry III. This was the caſe 
in the reign of Charles I. In Henry IIId's time, 
« the great Earl of Leiceſter, who was head of the 
party againſt the King and his miniſters or offi- 
© cers, not only got the direction of the Parlia- 
ment, but, by his on authority nominated ma- 
ny of thoſe that were to be choſen as members 


« of this houſe; and if that haughty Earl had not 


been deſerted by the Duke of Gloucefter, and 


defeated by the courage and conduct of the 


Prince of Wales, afterwards our great Edward I. 
that conteſt would probably have ended in a to- 


tal overthrow of our conſtitution, as the other I 


have mentioned did, in the _ of Charles I. 

From all which, Sir, I muſt conclude, that 
the offices or employ ments, which are or may be 
poſſeſſed by members of this houſe, may ſerve 


to keep up ſuch a-correſpondence and connexion 


© between the crown and Parliament, as will ſecure 


* the tranquillity of the nation againſt faction and 
* ſedition, but can never enable any Prince or mi- 
* niſter to deſtroy our liberties; becauſe as ſoon as 
any ſuch deſign becomes manifeſt, moſt of the 
+ officers, Who have the honour to be members of 


this 
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this houſe, will declare, and thereby turn the 
majority of this houſe againſt the court; and by 
that means we ſhall always have it in our power 
to give a check to the wicked deſigns of any 
ambitious Prince or guilty miniſter. - There can, 
therefore, be no neceſſity for ſuch a bill, as the 
honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to pro- 
poſe; but on the contrary, I muſt think, it 
would be of the moſt dangerous conſequence to 
our conſtitution, and for this reaſon I muſt de- 
clare againſt his motion.” | 


„ K a G6 A A G «„ A A A 


| The next that ſpoke was George Lyttleton, Eſq 
the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


Mr. Speaker, T 
Mr. — Sir, An honourable gentleman at the lower 
neee © end of the houſe, threw out a propoſal, to ſend 
us all to ſchool again for the reforming our man- 
ners. Sir, I think, our care ſhould be to prevent 
members of Parliament from being at ſchool, 
when they are here, from being under the laſn 
of an inſolent miniſter, as, if we may credit hiſ- 
tory, has happened in ſome former Parliaments. 
Sir, I do not mean the Parliament in Queen Eli- 
zabath's reign, however ſervile they are repre- 
ſented to have been, by an honourable member 
over the way. I am afraid the practice of mi- 
niſters naming members to boroughs at their own 
will and pleaſure, which he told us was uſed by 
the Earl of Leiceſter, has not been dropt fince 
that time, and I wiſh our poſterity may never 
ſee days leſs advantageous to liberty. Elizabeth 
loved her people, deſired their honour, regarded 
< their intereſt, ſhe heard their complaints againſt 
the greateſt, the moſt favoured of her miniſters; 
and yet I will own, Sir, there were many wrong 
things done in her reign, becauſe ſufficient re- 
+ ſtraints were not then laid upon the power of the 
1 85 | ; © crown: 
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A. 1740. DEBATES. | 
crown: And therefore the example of her reign 
holds out a uſeful leſſon to us, that even to the 
« beſt of Princes we ſhould not allow ſuch a dan- 
gerous influence, as may tempt them, by the 
advice of bad miniſters, to encroach on our free- 
dom. | e | 

« Sir, conſidering how this bill comes recom- 
« mended, I ſhould have imagined, gentlemen 
« would have thought it owing to themſelves, if 
not to their country, to ſeem to treat it with a 
little reſpect. But not ſo much as to allow it to 
be brought into the houſe, to oppoſe the princi- 
ple of it, is indeed very extraordinary. There 
have been times, when only for the ſake of that 
« principle, bills of a much leſs moderate nature, 
and to which there lay many objections that can- 
not be made againſt this, have paſt here without 
oppoſition. Sir, for my own. part, I think, 
* when I am promoting this bill, that I am con- 
« tending for all I ever thought myſelf bound to 
* contend for, that I am oppoſing all I ever 
thought it my duty to oppoſe : All faults and 
«* miſmanagements in the adminiſtration of govern- 


ment, the miſunderſtanding, the neglect, the 


* giving up of all national intereſts, diſcontent at 
+ home, diſhonour abroad, whatever can be con- 
« ceived moſt detrimental to the good of the pub- 
lick, is all ſo cloſely inwoven with the evil this 
* bill would prevent, that it can be guarded a- 
* gainſt, or remedied by no other poſſible means. 
Sir, how far I am from ſuppoſing, that merely 
to have an employment, without other cauſe of 
* ſuſpicion, implies any notion of guilt or corrup- 
tion, I need no other proof than the ſenſe I muſt 
have of my own ſituation, But though I have 
an employment myſelf, I think it ſtill undeniably 


true, that the nation has reaſon to be jealous of 


the number of placemen in Parliament; becauſe 
* nations always regard things, and not perſons; 
| Mey N © becauſe 
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PARLYAMENTARY A. 1740. 
bpetauſe they confider the temptation in general, 
not a particular e of reſiſting it; and becauſe 
« the publick wiſdom: ng: to N n de- 
gree of reſtraint to the degree 

either felt or foreſeen. 
While this houſe is full of 1 — 
men, or with ſuch placemen only whoſe places 
are not ſo much the beſt of their property, that 
they cannot riſtæ the loſs of them without a ſpirit 
of martyrdom, who have ſomething of their 
own ſufficient to out · weigh their employments, 
and while the number even of theſe ſhall be con- 
« fined. within ſome moderate bounds, a miniſter 
muſt regard this aſſembly as an awful tribunal, 
before Which he is conſtantly to account for his 
conduct: He muſt reſpect Jour: judgments, he 
< muſt dread your cenſures, he muſt feel your 


ſuperintendeney. But L can imagine a future 


< -houſe of Commons ſo crowded with placemen, 
that a Fe in che gallery might be apt to 
miſtake, and think himſelf at the levy of a mi- 
< niſter inſtead of a Parliament. The benches here 
may be covered not only with officers of rank in 
the government, not only with the ſervants of 
the crown, but with the ſervants, perhaps, of 
< thoſe ſervants; and hat ſentiments, Sir, have 
ve reaſon. to think the ſight of a houſe ſo filled 
« would excite in a miniſter? Would he think 
« himſelf: in the preſence of his country, or in the 
midſt of a guard that would enable him to defy 


ts juſtice,. and deride its reſentment? The poſſi- 
bdility of this happening hereafter, is the ground 


* of this bill, which therefore the people of Eng- 
land do not only conſider as a ſingle point to be 
gained for them upon any preſent neceſſity, but 
© as a general nnn 1 all they con | 
for the future. 
Sir, my worthy friend who 1 ou this 


35 motion, in the opening of it, explained to you 


« ſufficiently, 


A. 174o DEBATES, 
e ſufficiently, that there is no intent of running 
« would oppoſe it as much as any man here. I 
© know but one thing more prepoſterous than ſuch 
« a general place-bill, as would exclude all perſons 
in office from a ſeat in this houſe, and that is to 
leave the number of them under no limitation at 
all. But for fear of ſtarving, muſt we die of a 
« ſurfeit? Between theſe two abſurdities, can no 
medium be found? Can't we continue thoſe 
« among us who are of any uſe to the houſe, 
who can give any aſſiſtance, any weight, any 
facility, any grace to our proceedings, and ſhut 
the door againſt others, whom it is neither decent 
nor ſafe to admit? Sir, the doing this is eaſy; it 
will be done by this bill; it is what the wiſdom 
« of former Parliaments would have done long be- 
fore now. But the reaſon they did it not was, 
jt never entered into their thoughts to conceive 


that ſome, who have ſince ſat in Parliament, 


could attempt to come there; I do not mean 
from any perſonal incapacity, but from the na- 
ture itſelf of their offices, incompatible almoſt 
with the very idea of a member of Parliament. 
It. is a ſurprizing thing, but it is verified by what 
we ſee every day, that the common practice of 
ſome ages goes beyond even the fears of the paſt. 
We muſt therefore ſupply from experience what 
our predeceſſors fail*d to foreſee; and we are 
called upon to do fo by the unanimous cry of 
the nation. Sir, the greateſt affairs before us are 
of leſs importance than this: It is better Spain 
ſhould invade the freedom of the American ſeas, 
than the crown of England violate the indepen- 
dence of Parliament. It is not Spaniſh or French 
arms, but Spaniſh and French maxims of govern- 
ment, that we ſhould have moſt to fear from, if 
© the vigilant caution, the jealous ſpirit of liberty 
in this houſe did not concur with the goodneſs, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
the natural goodneſs of his Majeſty, to ſecure 
our free conſtitution. Let the Gries of Spain, 
let the Parliament of Paris be a warning to this; 
let them ſhew us what we may come to, if we 
don't prevent the growth of corruption, before 
it produces here the inſenfible, gradual, fatal 
change it did there. | 
Sir, J am trying to recolle& what objections 
have been made to this bill, and I proteft I can 
find none that ſeem to me to want a reply. One 
chiefly inſiſted upon is, That it carries an air of 
ſuſpicion. Sir, in all the ſtates I have read of, 
ancient and modern, the moſt ſuſpicious people 
have been always the lateſt enſlaved. To Ha 
human frailty in tempting circumſtances is a very 
natural jealouſy, and too ſecure a confidence will 
hardly be thought a parliamentary virtue. It is 
painful, indeed, to be ſuſpected, but the greater 
the pain, the greater the deſire ſhould be to re- 
move that ſuſpicion, But, Sir, againſt the pre- 
ſent houſe of Commons, no ſuch ſuſpicion can 
be conceived, —Upon what grounds ſhould it be 
founded, upon what probability ? Has the pri- 
vate diſcourſe of e here, ever been dif- 
ferent from their publick behaviour? Have they 
ever talk'd one way, and voted another? Have 
there been any indications of a private intereſt, 
that of any one man ever prevailing over that of 
the nation, againſt fact, reaſon, or juſtice? Have 
not the majority here conſtantly ſhewn the 
ſtrongeſt conviction, that their conduct was 
ſtrictly conformable to the moſt difintereſted love 
of their country? Such a houſe of Commons 
ought not to be, is not ſuſpected: But granting 
ſuch a doubt to have been formed, is this the 
way to remove it? Will the rejecting this bill 
clear our character, or can all the art and power 
of calumny give half the weight to an imputation 
of that kind as ſuch a proceedings? 


Sir, 
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« Sir, to thoſe who treat this. bill as a chime- 
© rical thing, an idle ſpeculative project, I will 

© ſay but one word, that the moſt chimerical 
thing in nature, is the notion of a free conſti- 
tution, where the reſtraining powers are not 
entirely exempt from dependency. Such li- 
berty is, indeed, a ſpeculation fit for ſchool- 
boys alone; for what would terms and appear- 
ances avail, if independency were loſt? You 
might retain, ens by the vain enſigns of your 
former authority, but would they give- you 
any dignity, wou'd they be of any uſe to the 
publick? The mace there upon your table, 
what would it ſignify ? It might be borne be- 
fore you with, ridiculous pomp, but it would 
be what Cromwell call'd it once, a mere bau- 
ble; or if it had any weight, it would be * 
to oppreſs, not to protect. 

* Sir, the preſent form of our government, 
keep 1t but free from corruption, is ſo wiſely 
conſtituted, the powers in it are ſo happily 
mix'd, that it has all the advantages of a re- 
publick, without the defects and evils attend- 
ing one. But, on the other ſide, I muſt ſay, 
that if it ſhould be corrupted, if che controul 
of Parliament ſhould be bought off by the 
crown, the very reverſe would be true; and it 
would have all the defects, all the evils of an 
abſolute monarchy, without the advantages; 
it would be a more expenſive, and worſe ad- 
miniftred abſolute power. Sir, I hope it is 
* underſtood, that in what I have faid, I am 
only contending for a proviſional ſecurity a- 


_ * gainft a miſchief not yet felt in all its malig- 


nity, but yet, of ſo increaſing a nature, and 
ſuch ruinous conſequences, that we muſt be 
blind not to forſee them, and worſe than care- 
leſs not to prevent. I will only add, that 
- Every year we delay this fecurity, may gs 
* bly 


* 
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bly add both to the neceſſity and difficulty of 

© obtaining it; and that people out a-doors may 

© be apt to judge from the 1ſuceeſs of this queſ- 

tion to-day, if even now, it does not come a 
little too late.“ „ | 
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Mr. Speaker. Y 
St William Sir, I am very ready to allow, that it is lau- 
— dable in a free people to be jealous of their li- 
A berties; and to be ready to repel the leaſt at- 
* tack that can be made upon them. But I can- 
not think it very prudent to ſhew any outward 
ſigns of this jealouſy, without ſome real and 
immediate cauſe; and when diviſions and ani- 
moſities are ſtirred up amongſt a free people, 
about guarding againſt an attack that was ne- 
ver made nor thought of, I ſhall always be in- 
clined to impute it to any thing, rather than 
to a true and diſintereſted regard for the pub- 
lick good. All conteſts about altering or a- 
mending our conſtitution, eſpecially when they 
are nurſed up, and carried on without doors, 
.as well as within, I muſt look on as a political 
ſort of warfare; and, I think, no ſort of war 
ought ever to be begun, without ſome real ot- 
fence of one fide or other. If the nation is to 
be ſet in a ferment, about providing againſt 
every imaginary danger that may be ſuggeſted 
by a_ melancholy and gloomy diſpoſition, we 
ſhall always be ſo much taken up with provi- 
ding againſt imaginary and diſtant domeſtick 
. dangers, that we may probably, ſome time or 
other, ' overlook, and negle& to provide againſt 
a real and imminent foreign danger; and thus, 
. whilſt we are engaged in needleſs conteſts a- 
bout guarding our liberties and properties f 
> ; ES een 
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«. gainſt the invaſions of one another, we may at 4 
© laſt find both left entirely at the ey of 
© ſome foreign invader. © ' 
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© For this reaſon; I am not for endeavouring ; 
to be ſo quick-ſighted as ſome 1 pre- 
tend to be, nor ſhall I ever be for making an 
* alteration in our conſtitution, in order to pro- 1 
vide againſt any danger it may be expoſed to, = [1 
« till that danger begins to be in ſome degree "hut 
© felt, as well as foreſeen; and therefore, I Hl 
think, no gentleman can expect, that I ſhould 9 } 
agree to the motion now under our conſidera- f Ht 
tion. Whatever may be our fate in future [211 
times, I am ſure, it cannot be ſaid, that in his of 
* preſent Majeſty's reign, or under the preſent IP 
* adminiſtration, the leaſt attempt has been made if 
upon the freedom of Parliament, or to gain a ith 
corrupt influence over any member of this x0 
* houſe. If our Parliaments had ever once of == 
late years, at the inſtigation of the crown, a- 1 
greed to, or approved of any thing that look d 
© Jike an incroachment, either upon the rights ; 
* and liberties of the people, or upon the pro- 
* perty of any private man in the kingdom, = 
that agreement or approbation might have = 
been ſuſpected of proceeding from ſome cor- = 
© rupt influence. But as no ſuch agreement or . 
< approbation has ever been obtained, as no at- = 
* tempt has been lately made by the crown to i 
| * obtain any ſuch, J can fee no reaſon for the R 
* preſent motion, or for that outcry againſt cor- = 
* ruption, that has been of late fo induſtriouſly | = 
; propagated all over the nation. = 
: Corruption, I know, Sir, like arbitrary 1 
f * power and wooden ſhoes, is a moſt hideous = 
; word, and I ſhall grant, that it may be of = 
h : dangerous conſequence to the liberties of a free = 
# people; but there are two things that mul} = 
4 concur, before it can ever become dangerous, = 
b vor. XIX. and 
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and that is, a general depravity of manners 
among the people, and a wicked deſign in 
thoſe that govern them. If virtue prevails a- 
mong the generality of the people, if they are 
not generally guided by ſelfiſh and corrupt 
motives, an ambitious court can never propoſe 
to ſucceed in their deſigns, by means of cor- 
ruption, let their fund for that purpoſe be ne- 
ver ſo extenſive; and if the governors of a 
free people have no ambitious or wicked de- 
ſigns, no fund for corruption can ever be dan- 
gerous in their hands; but, on the contrary, 
it may be neceſſary for preſerving the happi- 
neſs and tranquillity of the FN for if the 
people are generally corrupt, if they be gene- 
rally guided by ſelfiſh and corrupt motives, 
their governors muſt have wherewithal to ſa- 
tisfy thoſe views, which with moſt men, are 
their only motives for action, otherwiſe it will 
be impoſſible to get a majority of the people 
to concur, even in thoſe meaſures that are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for their own preſervation. 
It is therefore evident, Sir, that thoſe who 
think we are in any preſent danger from cor- 
ruption, muſt be of opinion, that a general 
depravity of manners has of late . crept in a- 
mong the people of this kingdom, and that 
his Majeſty, by the advice of evil counſellors, 
has formed deſigns againſt the liberties of his 
people; which is an opinion, that, I hope, is 
tar from being entertained by any gentleman 
in this houſe. Whatever opinion we may have 
of the generality of our countrymen, I hope 
no gentleman thinks, that his Majeſty has any 
© deligns againſt the liberties of his people, or 
that he would harbour any ſuch, were it in his 
power to carry them into execution. What 
are we then to do by the bill propoſed? If a 
< general depravity of manners does not prevail, 
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DEBATES. 
we are, Without the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, to 
deprive the people of the ſervice of thoſe, 
who, if they are honeſt, are certainly beſt able 
to ſerve their country. in Parliament; and if a 
general depravity of manners does prevail, we 
are to deprive his Majeſty, who, we are cer- 
tain, can have no bad deſigns, of the only 
means he can have for carrying his good de- 
ſigns into execution, or, indeed, for anſwering 
any one end of government. 

But now, Sir, let me ſuppoſe, which, I am 
ſure, there is no ground for, that a majority of 


this houſe not only think, that the people of 


this nation are generally governed by ſelfiſh 
and corrupt motives, but alſo, that his Ma- 
jeſty has, by the advice of evil counſellors, 
formed defigns againſt the liberties of the peo- 

le: Even in this caſe, can we ſuppoſe that 
this bill would be a proper remedy ? From ex- 
perience we muſt conclude, that it would have 
a quite contrary effect: Like the ſelf-denying 
ordinance in Cromwell's time, it would not 
only facilitate, but haſten that very conſe- 
quence it is intended to prevent. The paſſing 
of ſuch a bill, would be an immediate and in- 
fallible cauſe of a diviſion and contention be- 
tween the King and his Parliament, which 
would of courſe drive both to extremes ; and 
as we have ſuppoſed both ſides governed by 


ambitious and ſelfiſh views only, whichever - 


ſide prevailed, the contention would end, as it 
did in Cromwel?s time, in the eſtabliſhment of 
arbitrary power. Therefore, if there were any 
preſent danger from corruption, the only me- 
thod for providing effectually againſt it would 
be, to take proper meaſures for reſtoring the 
virtue 'of the people, and for removing evil 
counſellors from the King, both which may be 


done by Parliament, but can never be done by 
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ſuch a bill as is now propoſed ; and therefore, 
I muſt be againſt giving leave to bring in a 
bill, which, I think, can 1n no caſe be of any 
ſervice, and which may, probably, be at- 
tended with moſt Pernicious conſequences.” 
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The next that woke in this debate was Ed. 
ward Southwell, Eſq; the purport of whoſe n 
Was as follows, diz. 
| Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. Stb. Sir, The bill now moved for;: is * fo great 


* 


rell ſpecch. conſequence, ſo ardently deſired by the nation in 


general, that I cannot ſatisfy myſelf with giv- 
ing a bare aſſent to the motion for bringing it 
in, and therefore, I muſt venture upon the 
hard taſk of betraying my own inability, ra- 
ther than ſit ſilent in a debate, whereon, I 
think, the freedom and independency of Par- 
liament, and the very being of our conſtitu- 
tion depend. A debate, Sir, which, by its 
event, muſt, in effect, determine, whether the 
Commons of Great Britain are ever hereafter 
to be properly repreſented in this houſe, whe- 
ther we are really to be any longer a free peo- 
ple or no. 
It would ill become me, Sir, to dare to in- 
ſinuate the leaſt reflexion upon any of thoſe 
© gentlemen Who have the honour to be em- 
© ployed in his Majeſty's ſervice, or to be diſ- 
tinguiſned by his Royal Favour. Their rank 
and their ſtation claim a due reſpect, and I 
have ever paid them ſuch as becomes a free- 
man. As gentlemen, and as individuals, I 
© have a great regard for them; but as legiſla- 
© tors, and as an aggregate body, I muſt own, 
their numbers, their power, and their influ- 
* ence here, may give juſt grounds of jealouſy 
6 and apprehenſion, to N man that under- 
« ſtands 


7 


70 1 "= — 
1 rer 
* — 66 1 
x ad = £ 
* * — ©. „* „ YE .» I 
F 


" _ — - 
P 2 — — — emmy bags en 
* > _ "4%. 
FAS * A 4 


* 


„ 


— 3 
—— 2 My 


= 
Cy 
2 A 6 


GG 6G A H HA 6G „ K KM Ka NM MKK mn mn R K A &P KM A K 8 


6 
* 


ee D E BAT Es. 


ſtands the nature, and admires the wiſdom of 
our happy conſtitution; eſpecially if we ſhould 
ever happen to ſee an union, or coalition of 
their ſeveral intereſts, for their mutual ſupport, 
and, as it were, in one common cauſe, when- 
ever the ſtate of our army, or navy, of our 
treaſury, or revenue, or of the nation in gene- 
ral, ſnall come under the conſideration of this 
houſe. 


We juſtly value ourſelves on the wiſdom and 


equity of our laws, for trying the life, liberty, 


and property of the meaneſt ſubject, by im- 


partial judges, and diſintereſted juries. Shall 
we be thus careful of the liberties and proper- 
ties of -private men, and take no care of the 
liberties and properties of the people in gene- 
ral? Shall we remove a juror, in a caſe of pri- 
vate property, if it appears that he has an in- 
tereſt in either ſide of the queſtion; and in a 
caſe of publick property, ſhall we admit a ma- 
Jority, or near a majority of thoſe that are to 
be judges, to conſiſt of ſuch as have the whole, 
or the greateſt part of their ſubſiſtence, de- 
pending upon one ſide, perhaps the wrong ſide, 
of the queſtion ? Surely, Sir, this great coun- 


cil, which is entruſted with the happineſs, the 


property, and purſe of the nation, demands, at 
leaſt, equal care and attention: The guardians 
of the laws, liberties, and publick intereſt, 


ought, above all men, to be diſintereſted and 


independent; free not only from the imputa- 
tion, but even from the leaſt ſuſpicion of any 
pecuniary bias whatever. In private life, it 
would be abſurd to allow any man to ſit as 
judge and jury in his own cauſe; and in this 
houſe, where our all is at ſtake, is it not equa 
ly abſurd, - may it not be deſtructive?  .. 

* Sir, there is no deſign to turn out of this 


x AG, every: gentleman that has a place or 
| | M 


2: * office 
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office under the crown. By the bill now moved 


o 
o 


* 


for, all thoſe who have places or offices under 
the crown, are to be excluded from having 
ſeats in this houſe, except fuch placemen and 
officers as ſhall be daes in the bill; and when 
this exception comes to be filled up, it will a 

pear, that there may ſtill be at leaſt a hundred 
and fifty placemen and officers in this houſe, 
which ſurely is a number ſufficient for anſwer- 
ing all the good purpoſes of the crown; and, 
I hope, no gentleman will fay, we ought to 


have ſuch a number of placemen and officers in 


this houſe, as may anſwer thoſe bad purpoſes 
which ſome future ambitious King, or bad mi- 
niſter, may happen to have in view, or may be 
prompted to have in view, when he conſiders, 
that he has ſuch a great number of placemen 
and officers in this houſe. 

The long and expenſive wars this nation has 
been obliged to carry on,: for the juſt defence 
of -our religion, our laws, -and our liberties, 
have engaged us in immenſe debts: Theſe 
debts fall ſubſiſt, and have had this fatal con- 
ſequence, that while they have ſettled the ba- 
lance of power abroad, I fear they have over- 
turned the balance of power at home. They 
have raiſed a numerous ſwarm of revenue and 
exciſe officers, and other tax-gatherers, who 
have overſpread the nation hke locuſts. It is 
well known what influence theſe officers and 
rax-gatherers have upon elections; and I may 
alſo ſay, it is well known, what uſe they make 
of it. They influence our elections, not only 
hib they live, but alſo when they die; for 


many electors are influenced by the hopes of 
ſucceeding them. 


: b 


7 8 whereby our fleets are become more nu- 


* merous, our land forces greatly increaſed, and 
3 * more 
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more and more levies of marines every day 
made. Theſe augmentations muſt throw a 
new weight of power into that ſcale, which 
ſeems already to be charged beyond its due 
ament, and the ſecurity of our conſtitution, 
will be thereby more endangered, which has 
raiſed great jealouſies all over the nation. 

© This bill, Sir, ſeems to be the only ſure me- 
thod to allay theſe jealouſies, and to prevent 
theſe dangers." It is not meant to exclude all 
placemen from Parliament : It is meant only to 
reftrain and limit the number of placemen, 
which in future Parliaments may become fo 
great, as to be inconſiſtent with the freedom 
of Parliament, or the preſervation of our con- 
ſtirution. This effect the bill will have, if, 
luckily for us and our poſterity, it be paſſed 
into a law; but this is not the only good effect 
it will have. Beſides this, it will have many 
other good effects: It will not only limit the 
number of placemen in Parliament ; but it will 
alſo ſoon leſſen their number, and their ex- 


pence in general. If this bill ſhould be paſſed, 


new places would not be created, many old 
ones would be aboliſhed, no more officers would 
be employed than were abſolutely neceſſary 
and, I verily believe, no more would be al- 


lowed them than they ſtrictly earned: A ſmall 


falary would then ſatisfy a clerk in an office, 
who might now, perhaps, reject it, as a mem- 
ber of this houſe ; and men might well afford 
to ſerve for half pay, who had no intereſt to 
ſupport, and no other merit neceſlary for the 
poſt they enjoy, or the poſt they aſpire to, 
than the 8 ulis A that, 29 that 


alone. They would then become men of one 


calling, and of one buſineſs: They would be 


© more diligent and faithful in the diſcharge of 


M 4 their 


Tg and of courſe the freedom of Par- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, - 
their duty, becauſe: they would ey more afraid 
of being called to account. 
The nation, Sir, grows xy more jealous 
of its liberties, and more zealous for the ſecu- 
rity of them, by the ſucceſs of this bill; and, 
therefore, I hope that, at leaſt, ſo much defe. 
rence will be paid to the voice of the people, 
as to admit their repreſentatives fully to debate 
the merits of this important cauſe. The voice 
of the people is well worthy the attention, the 
ſerious attention of a wiſe legiſlature: It is a 
voice that firſt or laſt will be heard, and will 
have its effect: It is a voice that is not to be 
ſilenced, that is not to be ſmothered, much 
leſs to be rejected with contempt. 
Therefore, Sir, in duty to his Majeſty, that 
he may reign happy in the hearts, in the affec- 
tions, and confidence of his people, which a- 
lone can render him powerful at home, and 
formidable abroad; in juſtice to my country, 
that theſe valuable rights and privileges, deri - 
ved to us from our anceſtors, may be tranſmit- 
ted down to poſterity; in diſcharge of my own 
conſcience, and of the great truſt repoſed in 
me by my conſtituents, I thought myſelf obli- 
ged, notwithſtanding the juſt ſenſe I have of 
my. inability, to give this publick teſtimony of 
my approbation of what is propoſed, and I da 
moſt heartily join in the motion, for bringing 
In this 1 important and moſt e ill. 
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The next Fg we ſhall give, was that 


made by H. 1182 N wah which was to this 
clot vi. 


Mr. 8 | 
© Sir, The honourable gentlemen, who in this 
9 debate have ſpoke in favour of the motion, 
1 15 em all, * their e to preſume, that 
4 * every 
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every gentleman, who has a place or office un- 


der the crown, is to receive directions from the 


crown, with regard to his behaviour in this 
houſe, and that he will always vote and act 
here according to theſe directions. Sir, if 


there were any ground for ſuch a preſumption, 


if I thought that there could ever be any 
ground for ſuch a preſumption, I ſhould moſt 
readily. agree to this motion: I ſhould not only 
be for excluding all ſuch gentlemen from ha- 


ving ſeats in this houſe, but I ſhould be for 


laying them under all the incapacities, which 
exciſe- officers are already by law ſubjected to. 
I ſhould be for preventing their endeavouring 
to perſuade any elector to give, or to diſſuade 
any from giving his vote for any candidate at 
an election. But I am very far from ſuppo- 
ſing, that the crown, or any miniſter of the 
crown, will ever attempt to give directions to 
any member of this houſe, with regard to his 
behaviour here; and much leſs can I ſuppoſe, 


that any gentleman, who has the honour to be 
choſen a member of this houſe, would ſubmit 


to follow ſuch directions, for the ſake of any 
place or office he can have or expect from the 
crown. When a gentleman is choſen a mem- 
ber of this houſe, he thereby becomes a coun- 
ſellor for his Sovereign, as well as a truſtee for 
the people; and in both theſe reſpects, he is 
in honour bound to give his opinion freely and 
ſincerely upon every queſtion that occurs. A 
place or office under the crown may prevent his 
aſſociating himſelf with thoſe that appear to be 
diſaffected or diſcontented, or it may engage 
his aſſent in things that appear to be indiffe- 
rent, or of no great moment; but it can ne- 
ver engage his approbation of any meaſure 
that appears to be inconſiſtent with the liber- 


ties of the people, and conſequently, with the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
<£ ſecurity of the crown ; for theſe two have now 


< ſuch-a mutual dependance, that no attempt can 


be made upon either, without at the fame time 
« -weakening'the other. 


For this reaſon, Sr, 1 ould chink our * 
ties and tonſtitution in no danger, even though 
© a majority of this houſe confiſted of ſuch as held 


M has and offices under the crown, provided 


they were regularly and fairly choſen, which 
they could not be, unleſs they were gentlemen 
of good characters, of good fortunes, and of a 
good family-intereſt i in their country: With ſuch 
a Parliament, if the crown ſhould begin to form 
any arbitrary defigns, ſome few of this majority 
might, -perhaps, be brought over, by the hopes 
of great preferment, or by the fears of lofog 
what they poſſeſſed ; but the greateſt part of 
them would certainly join the party againſt the 
court, for this very good reaſon, becauſe it would 
be the moſt certain way of preſerving not only 
their own fortunes, but alſo the places and offices 
they enjoyed. If they ſhould join with the court 
< in giving a parliamentary fanction to ſuch de- 
* figns, and eſtabliſhing an arbitrary power in the 


B 


< crown, they would not only render their own 


< private fortunes precarious, but they would put 
it in the power of the crown to turn them out of 


the places and offices they ou without any 
danger; and this would, 


be the con- 
« ſequence; for the loweſt and — art fellows 


* are generally the beſt ſer vants, and moſt humble 
* ſlaves to the haughty prime miniſter of an abſo- 
© lute Sovereign. This, I ſay, would be the caſe, 
with d even to thoſe placemen of family 
* and fortune, who had concurred in the eftabliſh- 
ment of arbitrary power: They would be all 
turned out, and more humble faves, or at leaſt, 
© {laves to whom the crown and its miniſters did 
not * obligations, would be put into their 


room, 
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room, as ſoon as it could be done without danger 

of overturning that lofty fabrick of powers which | 
+ by their aſſiſtance had been erected, _—_ 

ZS 9 

5 gentlemen of character, family, and fortune in al 

their country, if they ſhould, for the ſake: of 
preſerving their poſts or offices, j join with the 
« ſlaves of a court in giving a parliamentary ſanc- 
tion to, and thereby, eſtabliſhing an arbitrary 
power. On the other hand, if moſt of them 
* ſhould declare againſt the court, as, I believe, 


OE OT "IJ 082 r <a a = 
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+ would: be the caſe, they would immediately put 
an end to ſuch a wicked adminiſtration. © The 
Parliament would immediately remove all ſuch 
evil counſellors from about the throne, and pro- 1 
bably ſend them where they deſerved; in which 1 
« caſe, it would be out of their power to adviſe i 
the King to remove thoſe placemen that had #} 
* voted againſt them; and the new adminiſtration 1 
+ would be bound in gratitude, to continue in of- If 
$ fice thoſe that had contributed to their ad vance- 5 
ment, and to the relief of their country. Nay, io 
for their own ſakes they would be obliged to «31 
continue them, and to. reſtore ſuch as had been $4 
removed, becauſe thoſe placemen and officers | 1 
* who had given ſuch a teſtimony of their honour, | [if 
and of their generous. love for their country, 1 
* would thereby become ſo popular, and acquire 1 
* ſuch an additional intereſt in their reſpective 1 
counties, that it would be very dangerous for L's 
the new adminiſtration. to do them any injuſtice. an 
From hence, Sir, I think. it 18 ——— our 38 
* conſtitution can never be in danger from any 1 
number of places and offices that can be held Ih 
by the members of this houſe. On the con- 1 
trary, I think, the chief ſecurity. of our con- „ 
* ſtitution conſiſts in this very power or capacity, | 3/8 
which the members of this houſe. have, of 13 
| enjoying places and offers under the crown; 4 
becauſe, 338 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
becauſe; the crown is thereby obliged to em- 
ploy gentlemen of character, fortune, and in- 


« tereſt, 1mm the executive part of our govern- 


ment. When two gentlemen are candidates 
for any place or office in the executive part of 
our government, both equally qualified as to 
<| perſonal abilities, but one, a gentleman of good 
fortune and family, the other of neither, I be- 
lieve it will be granted, that the former ought 
to be preferred and as long as placemen or 
< officers are allowed feats in this houſe, or votes 
cat elections, the crown; or the miniſters of the 
crown, will certainly prefer the former, in or- 
dex to prevent his appearing againſt them, in 
< all matters of an indifferent nature, either in 
this houſe, or at elections; but if by preferring 
6 _ they ſhould render it impoſſible for him 
to do them any ſervice, either in this houſe, 
6 rex at elections, they would certainly prefer the 
o 
> 
0 


© other, becauſe he would be a more obedient 


and ſubmiſſive'tool, and much more attached 
to their perſonal intereſt and ſafety.” 
The conſequence, therefore, of excluding 
moſt placemen and officers from having ſeats 
in this houſe will be, that in a ſhort time, none 
but men of low birth and no fortune will be 
employed in our army and navy, and in every 
other poſt or office, that is neceſſary for the ex- 
ecutive part of our government; and if this 
ſhould ever happen to be the caſe, I ſhould 
think our conſtitution in much greater danger, 
than it could be, ſhould every member of this 
houſe have a mare in the executive, as well as 
he has in the legiſlative part of the government 
© of his country. For this reaſon; I muſt be of 
5. Trine that as long as you leave the executive 
part of your government in the crown, you 


* ought to leave the conſtitution upon the footing 


nn now ſtands,” if you have a mind a it 
ieee from 
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DE BAT E S. ; 
from being overturned by an army command T] 


by officers; and aſſiſted by a great number of 


placemen, of no birth or fortune in their country, 


and conſequently, ready to join with an ambi- 


+ tious Prince or miniſter, rms. the lber 
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ties of their count. 

Whilſt we have Nee Sir; une thoſe 
Parliaments regularly choſen, act to the 
laws already in being, I can have no notion, that 
the majority of ſuch a Parliament can be prevail- 
ed on by places or preferments, to join in arbi- 
trary deſigns or oppreſſive meaſures; the only 
danger we are in is, leck the crown ſhould be 
tempted, or obliged to govern without a Parlia- 
ment; and this even the juſteſt and wiſeſt Prince 
may find himſelf obliged to do, if you ſhould 
take away all thoſe legal powers, which our an- 


ceſtors have found neceſſary to be lodged in the 


crown, in order to enable it to withſtand faction 
and ſedition. We know how giddy the populace 
are in every country: We know how apt the 
people are to be led aſtray by the artful heads of 


faction, whoſe ſecret. deſigns are generally very 
different from their publick profeſſions. - All 


wiſe governments foreſee dangers and inconveni- 
encies at a great diſtance, and, in order to avoid 
theſe dangers, are often obliged to take meaſures, 
that may ſeem wrong or oppreſſive to the igno- 
rant: They may often have wiſe and good rea- 
ſons for what they do, and yet thoſe reaſons 
may be ſuch as muſt not be publickly explained. 

Theſe eircumſtances the heads of faction, the 


diſaffected, and the diſcontented, take ad vantage 
of, in order to miſrepreſent the government to 


the multitude; and by theſe means, even againſt 
a juſt and wiſe Prince, a general diſcontent may 
be made to prevail for ſome ſhort time, and un- 
til the eyes of the people be opened. If ſuch a 


* Erince, had no honours to beſtow, nor any re- 


© wards 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
< wards to give to ſuch as do not allow themſelves 
© to be led away by popular clamours, his govern- 
ment would be tore to pieces by a factious Par- 
© lament, or he would be obliged to carry it on 
< without any Parliament at all; and in either caſe, 
our conſtitution would be undone. 
+ Againſt this danger we are guarded, Sir, by 
the honours and fayours which the crown ma 
beſtow upon thoſe electors and members who do 
not, out of an affectation of popularity, chime 
in with every popular diſcontent; and this, I 
think, is the only uſe the crown can make of 
thoſe honours, places and offices, which it has, 
by our conſtitution, at its diſpoſal. Theſe ho- 
nours, places, and offices, may be a ſupport to 
the crown againſt a popular frenzy or deluſion, 
and may ſupport it in a legal way, till the people 
have leiſure to conſider, and return to their ſen- 
ſes. By theſe, many gentlemen may be prevent- 
ed from joining with a popular faction, either at 
elections or in Parliament, and may at both be 
kept firm in their duty to their King and eoun- 
try; but by theſe, no gentleman of any family 
or fortune can be prevailed on to join with the 
crown in deſtroying the liberties of his country. 
< I hope, Sir, our liberties and privileges are as 
yet in no danger. As long as the people are 
guided by a ſpirit of virtue and publick good, 
their liberties and privileges never can be in dan- 
ger from any honours or rewards the crown has; 
or may have in its power to beſtow. But if the 
people ſhould ever become ſo abandoned, as that 
a majority of them ſhould be ready to facrifice 
their liberties and privileges for a preſent reward, 
it would, I think, be a very ridiculous under- 
taking, to endeavour to guard againſt it by laws, 
which the people would certainly repeal as ſoon 
as their purchaſers defired it. Nay, in ſuch a 
caſe, I ſhould think it would be happy for the 
8 people 
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people to have their liberties and privileges taken 


from them ; for when the individuals of a com- 
munity make no other uſe of the liberties and 
privileges they enjoy, but to prey upon the pub- 
lick, 1 am certain thoſe liberties and privileges 
muſt be taken away, or the community itſelf 
will ſoon be deftroyed. Therefore, if it be ſup- 
poſed, that the crown may, by means of places 
and offices, get a majority in Parliament, that, 
for the ſake of the places and offices they enjoy, 
will ſacrifice the liberties and privileges of their 
country, it may be an argument for putting an 
end to all Parliaments, and eſtabliſhing an unli- 
mited power in the crown, but it can be no ar- 
ument for the bill now propoſed; for if we can 
pee that a majority of any future Parliament 
will be ſuch, as are entirely governed by their 
own immediate intereſt, I am ſure they will make 
uſe of the privileges they are inveſted with as 
members, in order to accompliſh that which is 
their only aim, and if they find they cannot 
accompliſh it by ſerving the crown, they will 
endeavour to accompliſh 1t by deſtroying the 
crown, and, probably, by overturning our pre- 
ſent happy eſtabliſhment. 


This, indeed, is the conſequence [I chiefly | 


apprehend. We know, Sir, how numerous the 
diſaffected ſtill are in this kingdom; and they, we 
may ſuppoſe, are not unſenſible of the prejudice 
that has been done to their faction, by the places 
and offices which are at the diſpoſal of the crown. 
Theſe places and offices are, as I have ſaid, of 
great uſe to the crown, and, I think, to the na- 
tion, in preventing gentlemen from joining with 
a faction, or in winning them away from it; 
and the Jacobites are ſenſible, they have loſt 
many by this means, ſome, perhaps, after they 
had got them a ſeat in this houſe. For this rea- 
ſon, we find, they are, in every part of the 

; tt 28 . kingdom, 
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Lord Gage's 
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PARTIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© kingdom, great patrons of this bill. I hope, we 
© have none of them now in this houſe; I am ſure 
© the honourable gentlemen who have propoſed 

and promoted this bill, can he under no ſuch 
imputation, nor can they be ſuſpected of any 
ſuch motives; but we know, that without doors, 
the clamours for this bill are zealouſly promoted 
by the diſaffected, which cannot proceed from 
any principle of liberty, becauſe from their prin- 
ciples, they muſt be for enlarging, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, the power of the crown. It can 
proceed from nothing, but an opinion, that it 
would promote their cauſe: And, as I happen, 
in this caſe, to be of the ſame opinion with 
them; as I am afraid that, if this bill ſhould paſs 
into a law, we might have a majority of Jaco- 
bites, inſtead of placemen in this houſe, there- 
fore, I muſt be againft giving it any countenance, 


and, conſequently, againft the motion for leave 
to bring it in. TE | 


KA E M K A „ „ a „ A „ 


The next that ſpoke in this debate was the Lord 
Gage, who ſpoke as follows, viz, 


Mr. Speaker, 28 EC. 
Sir, As the noble Lord that ſpoke laſt, ſeems 
to be under ſo great an uneaſineſs, that the offi- 
cers of the army and placemen ſhould have been, 
as he thinks, reflected upon by thoſe that have 
already ſpoke in this debate, as perſons biaſs'd 
by their employments in their way of voting; I 
« ſhall therefore, to oblige him, begin by faying 
< that, to be ſure, they are all men of great ho- 


© nour, great probity, and always vote according 


© to their conſciences. | | 
© I ſhall now endeavour to anſwer the objections 
< made to this bill, by the honourable gentleman 


that ſpoke immediately before the noble Lord: 


But hope in the mean time he will forgive 1 7 


— 
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V 


if I ſay he has not given any one reaſon, that 
can convince me or any unprejudic'd perſon, 
that a bill for the limitation of places in the 
houſe of Commons, is not a right thing; being, 
in my opinion, the chief thing that can preſerve 
our conftitution from deſtruction. 

As I have ever been in this way of thinking, 
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« fince in Parliament, and always voted for both 


* 


W ⁰ẽůͥuůun W . 


place and penſion bills; ſo I hope, whatever I 


ſhall ſay in ſupport, of the queſtion before us, 
may not be looked upon as done from a ſpirit of 
contradiction to thoſe that oppoſe it, or that I 
mean any reflection to any one whatſoever : But 


ſhall beg the indulgence of the houſe for a few 


minutes, 'to ſhew the danger that may befal this 


nation, if ever there ſhould be an influenced 
houſe of Commons, the probability of its ſoon 
being ſo, and the neceſſity to find out, if poſſi- 
ble, a remedy to prevent its ever being ſo. 

No body, Sir, will deny but that, in former 
Parliaments, this houſe has been filled with a 
parcel of mercenary wretches, who, E/au-like, 


ſold their birth-rights, and from being born free, 


became ſlaves to their purchaſers; and, if it 
cannot be denied that former Parliaments have 
been corrupted, fo future ones may; and there- 
fore it is the duty of a good Parliament to pro- 
vide laws, if poflible, to prevent what muſt ſap 
the foundation of our liberties, and the very be- 
ing and intent of Parliaments. 

« To tell the gentlemen of this houſe of Com- 
mons, that a large number of places may not 
create an influence, would be impofing upon thetr 
underſtanding, particularly when the members 
hold them no longer, than they vote according 
to the dictates of the miniſter. No, Sir, they 
are gentlemen too ſenſible not to know, that the 
touching from 500 J. to 2 or 3000 J. per annum, 
muſt be a bias over members votes that feel the 
Vol. XIX. N * weight 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
weight of it, unleſs in a Parliament as virtuous 
as this is; and, if that muſt be the caſe, and as 
many places remain to be diſpoſed of amongſt 
the members in future Parliaments, as there are 
now, with the pecuniary influence that might 
alſo be added, what may not be the conſe- 
quence, if ever England had the misfortune to 
have a bad King ? | 
© Then, if there ſhould be a wicked and am- 
bitious miniſter, the diſtributer of corruption, 
he might raiſe to himſelf a faction, that would 
ſcreen and ſupport him and his deſtructive mea- 
ſures, to the ruin of their country : For no 
controul to his actions, or juſtice on himſelf for 
his crimes could be hoped for, when thoſe that 
< were to be his judges, were partakers of his 
bounty, and ſhared with him the ſpoils of their 
country. Parliaments then, Sir, would only be 
< ſummoned to grant money; but its miſapplica- 
tion could never be made out, or any redreſs of 
© grievances expected, when every light, or proof, 
that might be called for, would be ſure to meet 
© with a negative. | | | 
What difference would there be (as to any 
* advantages the nation could reap by it) between 
© a Parliament of Great Britain, and thoſe of 
France, if the members of a Britiſb Parliament, 
< by ſelling themſelves for the lucre of their 
places, became equally ſubſervient to the deſpo- 
« tick will and pleaſure of the Prince on the 
© throne? We then ſhould be told here, as they 
are there, in anſwer to all attempts of advice or 
© remonſtrances to the crown for the good of the 
« people, Sic volo, fic jubeo, ſtat pro ratione vo- 
« luntas. | 1 
If ever, Sir, there ſhould be ſuch a Parlia- 
ment as I have been mentioning, as there ſurely 
< muſt be ſooner or later, if court influence is to 
< prevail in it, what then becomes of all our 
£7 2 "74 | © boaſted 
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boaſted liberty, all thoſe valuable privileges, 


that were ſupported at the expence of ſo much 
blood and treaſure ? 


Though I muſt own, were we always fire of 


as good and gracious a King on the throne as 
we are bleſt with at preſent, or that his ſuc- 


ceſſors would equal the preſent heir apparent, 
who, by the many princely virtues and qualifi- 


cations he is endowed with, preſages the happi- 
neſs we may expect one day or other to enjoy 
under his reign, there would be no fear of our 
conſtitution being endangered. But as our liber- 
ties may not always be as ſecure as at this happy 
juncture, this bill is to prevent, in future times, 
thoſe influences, that may be their ruin. 

And I will venture to ſay, there never was a 


bill more wiſhed for by the people of England 


in general, than this is, they well knowing 
how far corruption has and may hurt this na- 
tion; nor are they ignorant of how much 
larger a number of placemen there are in this 
houſe of Commons, than ever were in any 
former, nor what it coſt the nation to ſupport 
them, and that they are ſtill increaſing. Not 
but that I am perſuaded, they are as thoroughly 
convinced as I, and every gentleman that hears 


me, places have no influence in this houſe of 
Commons. 2 


The nature of this bill is ſo well underſtood, 
and has been ſo well explained, by the gentleman 
that moved for leave to bring it in, that I need 
ſay but very little upon that point; it being no 
ways intended, if it comes into the committee, 
but that people of merit may have their ſeats in 
this houſe, and enjoy all the offices of ſtate, 
treaſury, admiralty, board of trade, and what 
other places the committee may judge neceſſary 


to have the blank in the bill filled up with. 


N 2 1 


179 


tl , ͤ—ð0’ꝗ ̃ ũ ¶(·õ˖——— — — 
— 8 — £ "OV 2 ' « * 9 "FA N 


180 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 

I will now take notice of the two chief ob- 

« j:&ions made by the honourable gentleman a- 
« painſt this bill. As to the firſt, where he ſays, 
that preventing the places being diſpoſed 47 
amongſt the members of the houſe of Com- 
< mons, would be throwing them into the houſe 
of Lords, and thereby make that houſe too 
werful; it can have no foundation from what 
« fell from the gentlemen, that moved for leave 
to bring in the bill; for they propoſed that 
above a hundred of the great places ſhould re- 
main in the houſe of Commons as at preſent ; 
and therefore, thoſe that make up the two 


A 


* 


* 


* 


2 


hundred now in the houſe, and intended to be 


excluded by this bill, for fear of too great an 
influence, would bo of ſuch a nature, that none 
of the Lords would accept of them. 

As to his ſecond objection, that it is a hard- 
« ſhip that a gentleman who, through his merit, 
might be preferred by the crown to a place ex- 


© cepted by this bill, ſhould be debarred thereby 


the ſervice he might do his country in Parlia- 
ment, when by the laws now in being, after his 


accepting the place, he is to be rechoſe | before he 


can fit; I ſhall ſay in anſwer to it, firſt, that 
there is nothing new in the legiſlature deciding 
by law, who is proper or not proper to fit in the 
houſe of Commons; for let a man be worth a 
million of money, unleſs he has 3oo!. a year in 
© land, or iſſuing out of lands, he, by law, is de- 
bar red a ſeat in this houſe ; 3 which, conſidering 
the great property and merit he might be maſter 
* of, may be thought a hardſhip, 

The ſame hardſhips may be complained of 
by the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, and ex- 
« ciſe, as well as ſeveral other officers who hold 
© places, and by law are equally debarred a ſeat 
in this houſe 3 and as the fear of influence was 
the occaſion then, of thoſe officers being de- 
5 | — 
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« prived this privilege, why may it not be as rea- ih | 

© ſonable now for the Parliament, for the ſame ta 
« cauſe, to paſs a bill to prevent a houſe of Com- | | | 
mons being filled with a much larger number | BY 

of placemen, than in former times were ever Fi 

heard of? By Wy 

And as to the ſecond part of this objection, | 1 

I can only add, that the legiſlature which enact- Kill 


ed, that a member who accepted of a place, | 1 
ſhould be rechoſe, to be ſure, meant well, and 
by the by, ſhews that it thought a place might 
influence the member that accepted it, and 
therefore judged it not fit he ſhould any longer 
fit in the houſe, unleſs thoſe who had formerly 
entruſted him to repreſent them, and were ſup- 
ſed beſt to know his honour and integrity, 
could rely on him afterwards 
But alas, Sir, how far does this anſwer the 
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© intent, when moſt of the placemen may be 
« choſe for boroughs they never ſaw, and where | 
© their names, till the time of election, were ne- ih 
ver heard of by their electors, or elſe for ſuch Fi 
« venal boroughs, . that would prefer a place- 11 
* man, thinking he would be beſt able to bribe Fi 
them? | Lil 
I ſhall beg leave, in a very few words, to wt 
give one farther reaſon why this bill is even 11 
more neceſſary at preſent, than in former times, _ 
and that is, becauſe Parliaments are choſe for 14 
ſeven years; and, I think, I may draw my ar- [1 
* gument from an obſervation I have made on a 
© a policy uſed in the military governments a- | | bo 
broad, which may equally ſerve for the preſent | 
< queſtion. 4 | | il 
There, whenever a Prince gariſons a fortified $10 
town, whoſe only ſecurity in it is the troops he "530 
has placed there, he never entruſts them to ſtay 14 
* above two or three years at fartheſt, well know- wal 
ing the danger that might enſue, if they and if} 
| 9 the 1 
| All 
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I © the towns-men ſhould grow too intimate: So, 
= | « Sir, a Parliament, that is defigned as a guard to 
= the liberty of the people, againſt any encroach- 
= ments of the crown, is much more liable to be 
= « corrupted when choſe for ſeven years, than it 
=_ © could have been, as formerly, when annual, 
=_ or but for three years. For in that length of 
3 time, the crown may eaſier find ways of being 
. more intimate with its Parliament, than conſiſts 
=: © with the ſafety of the people. 1 
„ © T ſhall add but one reaſon more, why I ſhall 
| be for this bill, and that 1s, becauſe I am re- 


quired ſo by my conſtituents, who, I think, 
have a right to direct thoſe that repreſent them; 
and, as they themſelves are above being cor- 
rupted, ſo no wonder they ſhould wiſh to ſee a 
bill paſs, that they hope may prevent a biaſſed 
houſe of Commons: And I am not aſhamed to 
own, that the inſtructions I have in my pocket, 
will weigh with me, and don't in the leaſt doubt 
but that thoſe gentlemen, who oppoſe this bill, 
will find the weight of theirs in their pockets. 
If a bill of this nature is never to paſs, I will 
foretel, That as under the ſhew and maſk of 
religion, the moſt wicked things have been exe- 
cuted, ſo under the ſpecious name of a Parlia- 
ment, no longer the guardian of the people 
but a miniſterial tool, England will be en- 
S | | 
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The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was that made 
by William Pulteney, Eſq; which was in ſubſtance 
a9 follows, vs. ee 
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Mr. Speaker, 
4 Mr. Pulte Sir, The oppoſition made to this motion is, 
1 ch my opinion, one of the ſtrongeſt arguments 
1 that can be made uſe of in its favour, and 
5 myſt, I think, appear ſo to every man, who 
3 : e conſiders 
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conſiders the perſons concerned in that oppoti- 
tion, and the arguments they make uſe of for 
ſupporting it. Who are the perſons that oppoſe 
this motion? Who are they that have always 
oppoſed ſuch motions? Placemen, miniſters, 
and the favourites or penſioners of miniſters, 
What do they ſay for "ubifoing their oppoſition ? 
They deny a principle, a maxim, which in all 
ages, in all countries, has hitherto been acknow- 
ledged, and, upon which, many of our laws 
now in being are founded. That a gentleman's 
behaviour in this houſe, may be influenced by a 
place, or a penſion, is a maxim univerſally ac- 
knowledged, and in this kingdom ſo much eſta- 
bliſhed, that we have, already, by law, ex- 
cluded many of the -former, and all the latter, 
from having ſeats in this houſe. We have, al- 
ready, by law, excluded all penſioners from. 
having ſeats in this houſe, and, I ſhould be 
glad to know the difference between a penſion 


of 10000. a year, and a place with a falary of 


1000], a year. I know of none, fave only 
that the latter is generally more valuable than 


the former; and, therefore, a gentleman will 


be more loth to loſe it, .or to give a vote in this 
houſe, that may diſoblige a miniſter who can 
take it from him. | 


1 fay, Sir, that a place, with a ſalary of 


10001. a year, is more valuable than a penſion 
of 10007. a year; becauſe a place furniſhes a 
gentleman with an opportunity to ſerve his 
friends, and, perhaps, to provide ſome of them 
with little places or offices under him. To 
which I muſt add, that a place often furniſhes 
a gentleman, who is not very ſcrupulous, with 
an opportunity of plundering his country year- 
ly, of twice, perhaps ten times, the value of 
his ſalary; and this, I muſt obſerve, makes 
another very material difference between a place 
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and a penſion: A placeman may very probably 
be a perſon, whoſe conduct this houſe ought to 
enquire into: He may be a publick criminal, 
and therefore, he will certainly be againſt an 
impartial and ftrict enquiry into the conduct 
of any miniſter, officer, or placeman, left the 
enquiry ſhould at laſt light upon himſelf. There 
is, therefore, greater reaſon for excluding all 
placemen, than for excluding all penſioners, - 
from having ſeats in this houſe. Our admit- 
ting ſome of the former, does not proceed 
from an opinion, that a gentleman's behaviour 
may not be influenced by a place, as much as 


by a penſion, but from the neceſſity we are un- 


der, of having ſome great officers amongſt us, 
in order to give us proper information and di- 
rection, in many affairs that muſt come under 


our conſideration. _ 
For this reaſon, when I hear gentlemen, 


who have very good places, gravely telling us, 
that no gentleman of family or fortune can, 
by any place he may enjoy or expect, be in- 
duced to join in meaſures, that may be of 
dangerous conſequence to the conſtitution or 
liberties of his country, I think it is a clear 
proof, not only that the behaviour of a gentle- 
man of family and fortune may be influenced 
by the poſt he enjoys or expects, but alſo, that 
his judgment may be biaſſed. He may be, 
thereby, induced to think thoſe things indiffe- 
rent, or of no moment, that are far from be- 


ing ſo: He may be, thereby, induced to think 


thoſe meaſures right, that to every impartial 
man appear to be pernicious: He may be, 
thereby, induced to think the liberties of his 
country in no danger, when they are upon the 
very brink of deſtruction. I ſhall grant, Sir, 
that we ought not raſhly, and without juſt 
cauſe, to make any alteration in our conſtitu- 
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tion, nor ought we to frighten ourſelves with 
fanciful dangers; but if the danger we now 


apprehend, from the great number of officers | 


and placemen in this houſe, be ſuggeſted only 


< by a melancholy and gloomy diſpoſition, that 
diſpoſition 1s, I am ſure, now became epide- 


mical ; for there is not, I believe, a man in 
the nation, not poſſeſſed, or in expectation of 
ſome poſt or penſion under the crown, who 
does not apprehend this danger, or who is not 
convinced of its being; not only real, but im- 
minent. Placemen and penſioners may, it is 
true, be of a more gay diſpoſition than others, 
and therefore, not ſo apt to apprehend our 
conſtitution's being in danger; but for this 
very reafon, we ought not to have a majority 
of them in this houſe ; for if ever we ſhould, 
I may prognoſticate, that their gayety will give 
the reſt of the nation good cauſe to be melan- 
choly. | 


An honourable gentleman who has had ſe- 


veral, and has now a very good place, has 


been pleaſed to tell us, that we ought never to 


think of providing againſt any danger, till it 


be felt, as well as foreſeen. I do not know, 
Sir, what that gentleman may feel, or foreſee, 
but I can aſſure him, the nation thinks it has 
often felt the influence of places and penſions 
in this houfe. I ſhall not undertake the invi- 
dious taſk of ſhewing how, or when, that in- 
fluence has been felt; but I may ſay in gene- 
ral, that even of late years, there have been 


many queſtions in this houſe, which would not 


have gone as they did, had we had few or no 


officers or placemen amongſt us; and if all the 


officers and placemen would now retire, or re- 
fuſe to give their votes in this queſtion, in 


which they may properly be ſaid to be parties 


concerned, I ſhould not doubt the ſucceſs of 
; : 6 my 
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_ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
my honourable friend's motion. In this houſe, 
we ought to ſee with the ſame eyes our conſti- 
tuents ſee with, and we ought to feel what the 
nation feels, which is a good reaſon for our 
admitting but few placemen, and no penſioners 
amongſt us; for both the ſeeing and feeling of 
him who receives 300. or 1000 l. a year, will 
always be very different from the ſeeing and 


feeling of thoſe that pay it. The difference 


between the foreſight of placemen, and that of 
the nation, 1s notorious, and very remarkable, 
in this, that the former are mighty quick at 
foreſeeing thoſe dangers, which occaſion the 
keeping up of a ſtanding army, but with re- 


gard to thoſe dangers that threaten our con- 


ſtitution, they have. hitherto appeared to be al- 
moſt quite blind ; whereas the nation has al- 
ways been, and, I hope, always will be, quick- 


ſighted with regard to thoſe dangers that 
. threaten: our conſtitution, and never very ap- 
prehenſive of any of thoſe dangers that are 
_ uſually pretended for our keeping up a nume- 
rous ſtanding army. This, I ſay, is a remark- 
able difference, with regard to the faculty of 


ſeeing or foreſeeing any danger; and with re- 
gard to that of feeling, it is certain, a gentle- 
man of 1000 l. a year eſtate, who pays 700l. 
a year towards our national taxes, and has a 


penſion. or ſalary of 10007. a year pad him 
e 


out of thoſe taxes, can never be ſo ſenſible of 


their weight, as ancther gentleman of 1000/. a 


year eſtate, who pays but 5007. a year towards 
our national taxes, and has no penſion or ſalary 
coming in. Therefore, I hope, the honoura- 
ble gentleman will forgive me, if I ſay, that 


our liberties may be in the moſt imminent and 


real danger, though neither he, nor any other 
placeman, either feels or foreſees it; and this, 
I think, is a very good reaſon, why our liber- 

| « ties 
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ties ſhould not be committed to their keep- 
ing. 
«1 ſhall kinks; Sir, that a gentleman of fa- 


« mily, fortune, character, and intereſt in his al | 

country, is not ſo liable to be influenced by a —_ 
place he may enjoy or expect, as one who has n | 

none of theſe advantages; but will any gen- 1 


« tleman ſay, that none but gentlemen of fami- | 1 
ly, fortune, character, and intereſt in their tt 
country, can get themſelves choſen members of M 
© this houſe? Do not we know, that a miniſter. : 
may get a man choſen, though he has neither 
family, fortune, character, nor intereſt to re- 


commend him? Do not we know, that moſt | 
d of the little boroughs upon our coaſts, are al- | 1 
© ready, by means of our cuſtom-houſe, and j i 
« ſea officers, brought entirely under the direc- 1 


tion of our adminiſtration? And if the late 
* exciſe-ſcheme had paſſed into a law, I believe, 
the caſe would, by this time, have been the 
«* ſame, with regard to moſt of the little inland 
' * boroughs in the kingdom. Suppaſe this ſhould. | 
* hereafter be brought about, by means of ſome. 
< ſuch ſcheme, paſt into a law, at the end of a, 
* ſeſſion, and before le had time to conſider 
* 1ts conſequences : Loud we ſuppoſe, that a 
| * wicked or ambitious miniſter, would ever al- 
low a gentleman of family or fortune to be 
* choſen by any of the boroughs under his di- 
f * reftion, unleſs he were ſuch a one as would be 
1 * influenced by the place the miniſter had rh 
$ * or could give him? 
V In this caſe, Sir, let us conſider, that of che 
five hundred and thirteen members that repre- 


t * ſent England and Wales, there ate but ninety- 
d two choſen by counties, and of the remaining 
r four hundred and twenty onꝭ, there are at leaſt 
8 three hundred and fifty choſen by cities, bo- 
r- * roughs, os wa ports, where the admini- 
es 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
ſtration- would have the abſolute command and 
direction. If this ſhould ever happen to be 
our unlucky fate, can we ſuppoſe, that any 
gentleman would ſet up to be a member of 
this houſe, or a repreſentative even for any of 
our counties, but ſuch as refolved to ſubmit, 


with regard to their behaviour here, to the ab- 


ſolute direction of the prime miniſter ? For no 


gentleman of honour would put himſelf to ex- 


pence, or expoſe himſelf to the reſentment of 
an all-powerful miniſter, if by ſetting up as a 


candidate at any election, he were abſolutely 


certain that he could thereby do his country no 
ſervice. Inſtead of gentlemen of family, for- 


tune, character, or intereſt in their country, 


we ſhould then ſee this houſe filled with the 
loweſt tools, and vileſt ſycophants of abſolute 
power. Inſtead of this houſe's being a check 
upon miniſters, it would then, like the Parlia- 
ments of France, or the Roman ſenates under 
their Emperors, .be an inſtrument for the op- 
preſſions of miniſters, and a cloak for their 
crimes. The moſt rapacious plunderer, the 
moſt tyrannical oppreſſor, would then inſolent- 
ly boaſt, that he did nothing but according to 


law, that the publick treaſure was regularly ac- 
counted for in Parliament, and that he was at 


all times ready to ſubmit his conduct to a par- 
liamentary enquiry. „ 
Surely, Sir, no gentleman can think, that 

the liberties of this nation conſiſt in our having 
the reſemblance of a Parliament. We may 
have a Parliament, that Parliament may be 
choſen once every ſeven years, may fit annual- 
ly as it does now, may paſs laws, grant mo- 


ney, receive accounts, and even make enqui- 


ries, and yet we may have neither conſtitution 


nor liberty left; for if it ſhould once come to 


be in the power of the adminiſtration, to have 
always 
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always a majority in Parliament, ready to obey 
the directions given them by the miniſters, 
there would be no neceſſity for deſtroying the 
very form of our conſtitution, or for making a 
direct and abſolute ſurrender of our liberties: 
Without either of theſe, out Sovereign would 
be as abſolute, and might be more tyrannical, 
than the Grand Seignior himſelf. Such a Par- 
liament would grant him as many Spahis and 
Janizaries, as he thought neceſſary for keep- 
ing his ſlaves in ſubjection, would give him 
any revenue he pleaſed to demand, and would 
paſs whatever laws he might pleaſe to propoſe; 
and the judges, being under no parliamentary 
reſtraint, would, in every part of his domi- 
nions, give judgment according to the direc- 
tions of the Prime Vizir, or governing Baſhaw. 
Thus oppreſſion would be countenanced by 
the forms of law, and the people plundered, 
the innocent murdered, by the adminiſtration 
of juſtice. | 

It is this ſort of ruin, Sir, we have chiefly 
to apprehend, and this ſort of ruin we may, 
ſtep by ſtep, be led into, without our bein 


ſenſible of the ſeveral ſteps. We ſhall cer- 


tainly be led into it, if we truſt, any longer, 
the guardianſhip of-our liberties to thoſe, whoſe 
foreſight is blunted by the places they enjoy or 
expect. If a miniſter were to propoſe a law 
for giving the crown a power of ſending to 
every county, city, and borough in the king- 
dom, ſuch a -conge d'elire for the choice of 
members of Parliament, as 1s now ſent to a 


dean and chapter for the choice of a biſhop, 1 


believe, very few gentlemen of family or for- 
tune would, for the ſake of any place, agree 
to it; but an equivalent power may be got by 


multiplying penal laws, and increaſing the 


number and power of officers ; and a gentle- 
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PARLI AM E N TARY A. 1740. 
man of family, fortune, character, and intereſt 
in his country, may, by a good place, be in- 
duced to believe, that ſuch a law, or ſuch an 


is neceſſary for preventing fraudulent practices, 


be thereby expoſed to: Thus by degrees he 
may be made to agree to ſuch propoſitions, 


of the elections in the kingdom. 
This, Sir, would have been the certain con- 


* ſequence of the late exciſe-ſcheme ; and yet 


< there were many gentlemen of family and for- 
tune that approved of it. I am convinced they 
did not foreſee this conſequence. Nay, I have 


ſo much charity, as to believe, that the chief 


< patron of that ſcheme did not foreſee this con- 
< ſequence but every impartial man in the king- 
dom is now, I believe, ſenſible of it. That 
© ſcheme was, indeed, ſuch a large ſtep towards 
giving the crown the direction of moſt of our 
elections, and by good luck, was ſo thorough- 
© ly conſidered, before it was brought into this 
© houſe, that moſt gentlemen became ſenſible of 
the danger, before it was too late; and this 
© was the cauſe of its meeting with the fate it 
< deſerved ; but its fate will be a warning to fu- 
ture miniſters, not to attempt making ſuch a 
large ſtep at once: They will from thence ſee, 
© that they muſt graſp at this power by little and 
© little, which they will certainly do, and as cer- 
© tainly, at laſt, accompliſh, unleſs we take care 
© to exclude from this houſe, moſt of thoſe who, 
© by the places they enjoy, are induced to have 


a a better opinion of miniſters, than any man 


< ought to have, that is intruſted with the guar- 
0 | | 1 5 di ar " 


increaſe: of the number and power of officers, 
or the like; and may, therefore, agree to it, 
without ſeeing the danger our conſtitution may 


one after another, till he has thereby eſtabliſh- 
ed in the crown, the abſolute direction of moſt 
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dianſhip of the conſtitution and liberties of his 
country. | 

The queſtion is not, Sir, whether a gentleman 
may be induced, by the office or place he holds 
or expects, to make at once, and in an open and 
direct manner, an abſolute ſurrender of the liber- 


ties of his country: No Prince or miniſter of 


common ſenſe, will ever deſire ſuch a ſurrender; 
becauſe, if he can get into his hands, an uncon- 
trolable power over moſt of our elections, and, 


conſequently, the direction of the Parliaments 


choſen by this uncontrolable power, his power 
will, in every reſpect, be as abſolute, and may 
be exerciſed in a more arbitrary manner, and 
with greater ſecurity to himſelf, than it could be, 


without the appearance of a parliamentary autho- 


rity; for every unpopular and oppreſſive meaſure 
would then be made the act and deed of the 
Parliament, and the lenity of the miniſter in the 
execution of thoſe penal laws enacted by Parlia- 
ment, or in the exerciſe of thoſe powers granted 
him by Parliament, would be ſet forth and ex- 
tolled by his tools in a Gazetteer, or ſome ſuch 
paper, publiſhed by his authority, and diſperſed 
through the whole kingdom at the publick ex- 


pence. The queſtion, therefore, now before us 
is, whether a gentleman's eyes may not, by a 


lucrative and honourable poſt or employment, 
be ſo overclouded, as to prevent his ſeeing 


through the plauſible pretences, that may, from 
time to time, be made uſe of, by an artful mi- 


niſter, for getting into his hands, or into the 
hands of the crown, ſuch an uncontrolable pow- 
er, as I have mentioned; and this queſtion, even 
with reſpect to gentlemen of family and fortune, 
will, I am ſure, be anſwered in the affirmative, 


by every man in the kingdom, who does not 
poſſeſs or expect ſome poſt, or imployment, or 
ſome of thoſe titles of honour, which, by our 


* conſtitution, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
conſtitution, as it is now modelled, the crown 
has abſolutely at its diſpoſall. | 


© 0 tell us, Sir, that our liberties can never be 


a K «a G «„ @ „„ 


moved for. It is a misfortune now foreſeen by 


in danger from a majority of placemen in this 
houſe, unleſs the people be generally abandoned, 
as to all principles of virtue and publick good, 
and unleſs the crown has, at the ſame time, 
formed deſigns againſt our liberties; and that the 
only method for removing this danger, in caſe 
we ſhould, at any time, be threatened with it, 
would be to take proper meaſures for reſtorin 

virtue, and publick ſpirit among the people, 4, 
for removing evil counſellors from about the 
throne: To tell us this, I fay, Sir, in a ſerious 
manner, 1s ſomething very extraordinary : It is 
miſtaking the effect for the cauſe, and deſiring us 


to begin at the wrong end. Corruption, Sir, is 


not the effect, but the cauſe of a general depra- 
vity of manners among the people of any coun- 


try, and has in all countries, as well as this, been 
firſt practiſed and encouraged by miniſters and 


courtiers. It would, therefore, be ridiculous in 


us, to think of reſtoring virtue among the peo- 


ple, till we have once made it impoſſible for mi- 
niſters and courtiers to corrupt them; and, I am 
ſure, it would be ſtill more ridiculous in us, to 
think of removing an evil counſellor from about 


the throne, till we have once removed his crea- 


tures and tools out of this houſe. 

I hope, Sir, there are at preſent no evil coun- 
ſellors about the throne: If there were, I am 
ſure, no ſuch counſellor has a majority of his 


creatures and tools in this houſe. If this were 


the caſe, it would have been very ridiculous to 
have made ſuch a motion as this now before us. 
It would be very ridiculous to think of reſtoring 


our conſtitution by any legal method: It is this 


misfortune we intend to prevent by the bill now 


« all 


o 


A. 1740. D E B A 8 | 
« all unprejudiced men in the kingdom. I hope it 
js not yet too late to think of preventing it by a 
legal method; for after we have once fallen into 
« this misfortune, it will be impoſſible to recover. 
If an ambitious miniſter ſhould once get a majo- 
rity of his creatures and tools into this houſe, 
can we ſuppoſe they would conſent to impeach, 
or remove him from the throne? Can we ſup- 
poſe, they would ever conſent to any bill that 
might tend to diftreſs the adminiſtration of their 
maſter? Can we ſuppoſe, they would refuſe any 
thing that might tend to prolong his adminiſtra- 
tion and increaſe his power? Every attempt to 
reſtore the conſtitution, would be branded with 
the name of republicaniſm : The diſcontents of 
the people would be called diſaffection and Jaco- 
« bitiſm : Every oppoſition would be faid to pro- 
« ceed from malice and reſentment; and the miſ- 
fortune would be, that many honeſt well-mean- 
ing men, induced by their places to have a better 
opinion of miniſters than they ought to have, 
* would give credit to theſe pretences, and would 
believe, that by agreeing to the miniſter's arbi- 
« trary ſchemes, they were only ſtrengthening the 
hands of the government againſt republicaniſm, 
Jacobitiſm, and ſedition. „ 

If it were poſſible to be merry in a debate of 
* ſo great importance, it would be diverting to 
« obſerve the contradiction in the arguments made 
* uſe of againſt this motion. By ſome, our gen- 
tlemen of family and fortune are repreſented to 
be men of ſuch ſtrict honour, and ſuch clear 
heads, that no place or penſion can miſlead their 
judgment, or direct their will; no ſelfiſh conſi- 
* deration can make them overlook the danger our 
* liberties may be expoſed to, or conſent to any 
* thing, they think may in the leaſt endanger our 
* conſtitution. By others again, our gentlemen of 
* family and fortune are repreſented as ſuch ſelfiſh, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1740. 
mercenary creatures, that unleſs the government 


would give them ſome poſt or penſion, they 


would refuſe to conſent to thoſe things that are 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ends of government, 
and the preſervation of their country. Now 
theſe two contradiftory poſitions, though they 
cannot be equally true, may be, and, I believe, 


they are equally falſe. We have, I believe, ſome 


gentlemen amongſt us, whoſe judgment cannot 
be biaſſed, nor their will directed, by any ſelfiſh 
conſideration. Such men, I hope, we ſhall al- 
ways have in ſome of our higheſt offices, and 
theſe are not deſigned by this bill to be excluded 
from having ſeats in this houſe; but their num- 
ber will always be ſmall, and, therefore, not 
ſufficient by themſelves alone, to ſupport the 
conſtitution againſt a combination of all the fools 


and knaves that may hereafter get into this 


houſe; therefore, we muſt endeavour to prevent 
this combination, and this can only be done by 
ſuch a bill as is now propoſed, 


On the other hand, Sir, I believe there may | 


be ſome amongſt us, who propoſe nothing by 
their ſervice in this houſe, but their own private 
advantage; and whilſt we have placemen and 

enſioners amongſt us, ſuch men will endeavour 


all they can to get into Parliament. Nay, it 


may become ſo cuſtomary for every man that 
votes with the court, to have a place or a pen- 
fion, that no man will do ſo without ſome ſuch 
reward. But if ever this ſelfiſh ſpirit ſhould get 


into Parliament, our conſtitution will be undone; 


and to prevent this, is the deſign of the bill now 
moved for: If no man could, by being a mem- 
ber of Parliament, propoſe to get any place or 
office, or any advantage to himſelf, the merce- 
nary and ſelfiſh would ſeldom endeavour to get 
themſelves choſen, at leaſt they would never be 
at any expence for this purpoſe; and as ſuch 
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men have ſeldom a great natural intereſt in any 


part of the kingdom, there would always be ſuch 


a ſmall number of them in Parliament, that their 
oppoſition - could never obſtruct or retard any 
thing that ſeemed neceſſary for the juſt ends of 
government, or for the preſervation and happi- 
neſs of the ſociety. The publick good would 
then be the only aim of miniſters, as well as 
members, becauſe neither of them could hope 
for ſucceſs in any other; and as men of good 
ſenſe and ſtrict honour are the beſt judges of, 
and the moſt ready to agree upon what is neceſ- 
fary for the publick good, it would then be as 
much the buſineſs of miniſters to get ſuch men 
choſen, as it is now their buſineſs to get ſuch 
members choſen, as are men of mercenary tem- 
pers, or ſhallow underſtandings; for all miniſters 
will have jobbs to do in Parliament, as long as 
they have any hopes of ſucceſs, and the weak 
or mercenary will always be the moſt proper for 


this purpoſe. 


© Tam, indeed, ſurprized, Sir, to hear it faid 
by an honourable gentleman, whoſe attachment 
to the preſent eſtabliſhment is not to be doubted, 
that if moſt placemen were excluded from this 
houſe, there would ſoon be a majority of Jaco- 
bites in it. Such a ſuppoſition is not to be made, 
without firſt ſuppoſing, that a great majority of 


the people are Jacobites, and to ſuppoſe this, is, 


I am ſure, no compliment to our preſent Royal 
Family, and much lefs to the King now upon 
our throne. As long as our Parliaments are 
independent, and our elections free, there can 
never be any conſiderable number of Jacobites, 
either in this houſe, or in the nation; but if there 
ſnould once come to be a majority of placemen 
and officers in this houſe, that majority would 
ſoon create a majority of Jacobites in the nation; 
and in that caſe, though the majority within 
| O 2 | doors 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
doors might be a good ſecurity to miniſters 
* againſt parliamentary proſecutions, yet it would 
be but a bad ſecurity to the Royal Family, a- 
« gainſt an inſurrection of the whole people with- 
* out doors. The army, upon which we now 
< ſeem ſo much to depend, or a great part of them, 
* would, probably, join with the people, and the 
certain conſequence would be the overthrow of 
our preſent eſtabliſhment. This danger, I know, 
«. a guilty miniſter will always chuſe to expoſe his 
* maſter to, rather than expoſe himſelf to a legal 
trial, before a free and independent Parliament: 
* Becauſe in a general conflagration, he may, poſſi- 
© bly, eſcape notice, or may, perhaps, be able to 
ſacriſice his maſter, by way of an atonement for 
© himſelf; but thoſe who ſupport him in thus ex- 
poſing his maſter, can have no great regard for 
their Sovereign, and in ſuch an event, would 
certainly meet with the contempt and puniſh- 
ment they ſo highly deſerved. 5 

For this reaſon, Sir, as I have a greater regard 
< for the ſecurity of the Royal Family, than TI 
have for the ſecurity of our preſent miniſters, or 
of any ſet of miniſters that ſhall ever get into the 
management of our publick affairs, I ſhall be for 
« putting it out of the (we of any future miniſter, 
to overturn our conſtitution, by getting a majo- 
« rity of placemen and penſioners into this houſe. 
This, I think, is now become abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, for preventing our being brought under one 
of the worſt ſorts of tyrannical governments that 
* was ever contrived or eſtabliſhed; For this pur- 
< pole, the bill now moved for is one of the moſt 
© certain, and one of the moſt obvious methods 


| c that can be thought of. It can be attended with 


no inconvenience. It is impoſſible to ſhew ſo 
much as a plauſible reaſon againſt it; and, there- 
« fore, if this motion be rejected, it muſt afford a 


_ © moſt melancholy reflexion to every one that un- 


* 
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* 


derſtands our conſtitution, and has a regard for 
the liberties of his country.“ 


Upon this gentleman's ſitting down, Sir Robert 


Walpole ſtood up, and ſpoke to this effect, viz. 
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Mr. Speaker, 


« Sir, I was a little ſurprized to hear it ſaid, by Sir Robert 


the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that 
this motion's being oppoſed by miniſters and 
placemen, is a ſtrong e in its favour. In 
my opinion, this is a ſort of begging the queſ- 
tion. Before we can ſuppoſe this to be an argu- 
ment in favour of the motion, we muſt ſuppoſe, 
that miniſters and placemen oppoſe it, not becauſe 
they think it wrong, but becauſe they are mi- 
niſters and placemen, which is the very queſtion 
now in debate. I do not beheve, that ever any 
miniſter or placeman oppoſed, or ſupported a 
ueſtion in this houſe, contrary to his private 
es and only, becauſe he was a miniſter 
or placeman. I am ſure, their conduct of late 
years has given us no room to think ſo; nor can 
we ever have room to think ſo, as long as none 
but gentlemen of credit and honour are employed 
in the adminiſtration, or in any place of honour 
and profit under the crown. If mere upſtarts, 
or perſons of no fortune or credit in their coun- 
try, were employed, and by illegal methods 
brought into this houſe, for by fair means they 
could not, there might be ſome room for makin 


ſuch a ſuppoſition, and then there would be ſome 


cauſe for bringing in ſuch a bill as is now pro- 
poſed; but when I look round me, and conſider 
the particular circumſtances of thoſe gentlemen 
now here, who have the honour to be at the 
ſame time in the ſervice of the crown, I muſt look 


upon the danger, now pretended to be fo real 


3 


and 


Wal pale: 
ſpeech. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
and imminent, to be as chimerical a danger, as 
the moſt luxuriant fancy can invent. 

I fhall agree with the honourable gentlemen 
who ſeem ſo fond of this bill, that if the 


crown could gain an abſolute and uncontroula- 
ble power over all, or a majority of the electi- 


ons in the kingdom, every Parliament thus 
choſen by the power, would be under the di- 
rection of the crown, and in this caſe our con- 
ſtitution would be at an end; but this I think 
impoſſible. Whilſt the crown purſues right 
meaſures ; whilft none but gentlemen of good 
credit and fortune are employed in the admini- 
ſtration, or in any ſuperior poſt or office under 
the adminiſtration, the crown will certainly 
have a great influence both in Parliament, and 
at elections; but this proceeds from the wiſ- 
dom and uprightneſs of its meaſures, and from 
the natural weight of thoſe that are employed; 
and it would certainly ceaſe, as ſoon as the 
crown began to purſue contrary meaſures ; be- 
cauſe, we muſt ſuppoſe, the adminiſtration 
would then certainly be deſerted, and oppoſed 
by all, or moſt gentlemen of any fortune or 
credit in their country. This, I ſay, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, unleſs we can ſuppoſe, that gentle- 
men of fortune and credit in their country, 
would unite in meaſures for making a ſacrifice 
of themſelves, as well as their country ; which 
is a ſuppoſition that cannot, I think, be made, 
nor pretended, by any man whoſe head is 
ſound, and heart ſincere. 
© In all queſtions, Sir, which do not admit of 
demonſtration, there muſt be a variety of opi- 
nions; and as queſtions of a political nature 
are leſs capable of demonſtration than any 
other, it is natural to ſee a difference of ſenti- 
ments in every country like this, where the 
1 have not — a power to judge, but a 
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liberty to talk and write againſt the meaſures 
purſued by the government: This is natural, 
and even neceſſary, in every country where the 

eople are free; and as every man is fond of 

is own opinion, and fully convinced of his 
having reaſon on his ſide, he 1s apt to imagine, 
that thoſe who differ from him, muſt be go- 


verned by ſome prejudice, or by ſome ſelfiſh 


conſideration. From hence it is, that all thoſe 
who diſapprove of the meaſures of the govern- 
ment conclude, that 'the approbation of thoſe 
that differ from them, proceeds from the influ- 
ence of ſome lucrative poſt they are in poſſeſ- 


ſion or expectation of; and on the other hand, 
thoſe that approve of, and ſupport the mea- 


ſures purſued by the government, are apt to 
conclude, that the oppoſition is entirely owing, 
to party-prejudice, or to malice and reſent- 
ment. For my part, I ſhall always endeavour 
to keep in the middle courſe, and to believe 
that both are in the wrong ; and, therefore, I 
ſhall always be againſt any alteration in our 
conſtitution, when I think, that the alteration 
propoſed, is founded upon one or other of 
theſe miſtakes. I ſhould be as much againſt 
reſtraining the liberties of the people, in order 


to prevent that influence which is ſuppoſed to 


proceed from party-prejudice, malice, and 
reſentment, as I ſhall be againſt reſtraining the 


power or free choice of the crown, in order to 


prevent that. influence which 1s ſuppoſed to 
proceed from the diſpoſal of places and prefer- 
ments. There may, perhaps, I believe there 
always will, be a little of each in the nation; 
but neither can ever be of any dangerous con- 
ſequence to our conſtitution : On the contrary, 
they ſerve as a balance to each other; ſo that 
by removing either, without removing the o- 
"RF" A © ther 
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ther at the ſame time, the conſtitution will run 
a great riſk of being overturned. 

< There are many cauſes, Sir, which naturally 

* raiſe a party againſt the beſt and wiſeſt admini- 

tration. In this life, it is impoſſible for us to be 

i * compleatly happy. All men feel ſome wants, 
< preſſures, or misfortunes; and very few are wil- 

ling to impute them to their own folly, or to any 


0 


La 


© miſtake in their own conduct. To ſuch men, 


the adminiſtration is in politicks, what the de- 
p vil is in religion; it is the author of all their 


© miſdeeds, and the cauſe of all their ſufferings: | 
© This naturally breeds in them a bad opinion 

of the adminiſtration, and then, of courſe,. 
they not only condemn, but oppoſe all its mea- 


© ſures. This muſt raiſe a great many enemies 
© to the adminiſtration in every country, and 
their number will be conſiderably increaſed by 
* thoſe that are diſappointed of the honours or 

« preferments they expected, and juſtly, as they 


c thought, deſerved ; 3 as well as by thoſe that 
x wiſh for a change in the adminiſtration, for no 


* Other reaſon, but becauſe they hope for a ſhare 


in the next. In all countries it 1s honourable 
* to have a ſhare in the government of one's 


country: In rich countries it is profitable as 
< well as honourable; and as there are but a very 


few in any country that can have a ſhare of the 


government, and ſtill fewer that can have ſuch 


a a ſhare as, they think, they deſerve, there muſt 


be many candidates for every title of honour, 
© or poſt of profit that is to be diſpoſed of. 
Of theſe candidates, one only can be choſen, 
and all the reſt will, of courſe, think they 
© have had injuſtice done them; for few men are 


* ſo modeſt as to think ſuch a diſappointment, 
< owing to their own want of merit, or to the 


* ſuperior merit of their rival; and from thence 
8 * they * begin to entertain a ſecret animoſity, 
© Nay, 
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nay, perhaps, they will declare an open enmity 


to thoſe at the head of the adminiſtration. 


By theſe two ſorts of men united together, 


there will always be a conſiderable party in every 


country, ready to condemn and vilify the wiſeſt 
meaſures that can be purſued by the adminiſtra- 
tion; and, as in every free country there are dif- 
ferent parties, as in this country there are at pre- 
ſent, and, I believe, always will be different par- 
ties, the parties that are by their profeſſion and 


principles oppoſite to the party in power, will be 


ready to find fault with every thing done by the 
adminiſtration. In this country, I ſay, Sir, there 
are, and, I believe, always will be different par- 
ties: There are at preſent, and will be, as long 
as our preſent happy eſtabliſnment endures, three 
different parties in this kingdom: The Jacobites 
of one ſide, the republicans of the other, which 
I may call the two extremes; and the party for 
ſupporting our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
which may be juſtly called the proper mean 
between theſe two extremes. es 
Thus, Sir, we may ſee what a numerous 


party our adminiſtration muſt always have to 
ſtruggle with. All theſe ſorts of men, the 


diſcontented, the diſappointed, the Jacobites, 
and the republicans, will always be ready to 
condemn and oppoſe the meaſures of the admi- 
niſtration, let them be never ſo wiſe, let them 
be never ſo juſt; and by their arguments they 


will often be able to prevail with ſome well- 


meaning and unthinking men, or at leaſt to 
ſtagger them in their opinions. With regard 
to Parliaments, and the choice of members of 
Parliament, our adminiſtration has no defence 
againſt this formidable union of parties, but by 
the wiſdom of their meaſures to engage moſt 


gentlemen of credit and fortune in their in- 


tereſt, Whilſt the adminiſtration purſues right 
1 mea 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
meaſures, ſuch gentlemen will be ready to join 
with them, and by this means the adminiſtra- 
tion will always have a prevailing influence, 
both in Parliament, and at elections; for when 
2 majority of thoſe who have the beſt fortunes, 
and. greateſt intereſt in their feſpective coun- 
tries, are friends to the adminiſtration, it is not 
at all ſurprizing, that an adminiſtration, by 
means of ſuch friends, ſhould have a prevail- 


ing influence at elections, as well as in Parlia- 
ment. But fuch friends, or at leaſt a great 


number of ſuch, no adminiſtration can have, 
that purſues meaſures inconſiſtent with the 
good of the community in general. 15 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that a title of honour, or 
a lucrative poſt or employment, may be of 
ſome ſervice in prevailing with a gentleman to 
judge favourably of the government's mea- 
ſures, in all caſes where he is wavering in his 
opinion; but a bad government can never, by 
this way, gain many friends ; even a good go- 
vernment can never gain near ſo many friends, 
as it. will loſe by cauſeleſs diſcontents and juſt 
diſappointments ; and if you ſhould take away 


from the crown the chief advantage it can reap 


by the diſpoſal of poſts and employments, not 
only a good adminiſtration, but even the crown 
itſelf, may fink under the weight of party-pre- 
Judice, ſupported by cauſeleſs diſcontent, and 
Juſt diſappointment ; therefore, to ſupport the 
crown againſt the diſadvantages and oppoſition 
which the wiſeſt and beſt adminiſtration muſt 
always have to ſtruggle with, I think, you 
ought to leave it in the power of the crown to 


« diſpoſe of all poſts and employments, in the 
« ſame manner they have been hitherto, without 
© any bad effect, diſpoſed of. | . 


8 


If you ſhould, by the bill now propoſed, 


exclude all gentlemen in any place or office un- 


der 
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der the crown, from having ſeats in this houſe, 

+ you would, in my opinion, Sir, bring the con- 
ſtitution into much greater danger, than it can 


ever be brought into, by any number of place- 


« men and officers that can be in this houſe; for 
the crown would, in that caſe, be laid under a 
+ neceſlity*to imploy none but men of low fortunes 


and no intereſt; becauſe, if the places and offices 


6 
6 
* 
under the crown, ſhould be given to gentlemen 
of character and diſtinction in their reſpective 
countries, and they thereby excluded from hav- 
« ing ſeats in this houſe, the chief friends of the 
government being thus rendered incapable of 
« ſtanding candidates at elections, the diſaffected, 
or diſcontented intereſt would prevail in every 
part of the kingdom; and in that caſe, this houſe 
« would ſoon be filled with ſuch as were declared 
enemies to the adminiſtration. To prevent this 
* conſequence, the adminiſtration would, therefore, 
be obliged to imploy none in any poſt or office 
under the crown, but ſuch as had neither fortune 
nor intereſt in their country, in order that their 
+ friends might be in a condition to get themſelves 
choſen members of this houſe; for, I believe, it 
will be granted, that no adminiſtration could 


* vernment, if the majority of this houſe conſiſted 
of ſuch as were its declared enemies. „ 
From hence, Sir, I think it is evident, that 
if this bill ſhould paſs into a law, the neceſſary 
* conſequence would be, that in a very ſhort time 
our armies would be entirely commanded by of- 
* ficers of no fortune or intereſt in their country : 
Our navy would be in the fame condition: All 
* poſts and offices under the crown would be 
filled with men of the fame ſtamp; and in 
| theſe circumſtances, if an ambitious, or a hot, 
J 8 Prince ſnould ſucceed to the throne, 
: 1 muſt deſire gentlemen to conſider, whether 


I 3 


ſupport itſelf, or anſwer any of the ends of go- 
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© our conſtitution and liberties would not be in 


more danger, than they can ever be, as long as 
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our army and. fleet are commanded by officers, 


and all other conſiderable poſts under the crown 


filled with gentlemen, of ſuch fortune and inte- 
reſt in their reſpective countries, as to be able to 
get themſelves choſen members of this houſe. 


It has been generally admitted in this debate, 


that gentlemen of no fortunes will always be 


more ready to ſecond the ambitious deſigns of a 


court, than gentlemen who have good fortunes 


Jof their own, the ſecurity of which muſt de- 
< pend upon the preſervation of our conſtitution ; 
and for this very reaſon, an ambitious or head- 
+ ſtrong Prince can never have any great affection 
for Parliaments or Senates, conſtituted as thoſe 


in this kingdom are. If the Prince could bring 


whom he pleaſed, and as many as he pleaſed 
into Parliament, and expel or turn out whom 


he pleaſed, as the Roman Emperors did with re- 
gard to their ſenates, the moſt ambitious and 


arbitrary Prince would have no great occaſion tb 


grow weary of Parliaments ; but as the King 
can bring no member into his houſe, nor expel 
any one; as no gentleman can come into this 
houſe but by the free choice of his country, it 
muſt always conſiſt of gentlemen of character 


and fortune, and conſequently, will always be a 


reſtraint which an ambitious Prince will be glad 
to get rid of ; therefore, we have more reaſon 


to apprehend its being in the power of a Prince 
to govern without a Parliament, than its being 


in his power to govern or direct the Parlia- 
ment; and, I am ſure, when our armies and 
fleets are commanded by officers, and all other 


< poſts tilled with gentlemen of no fortunes, it 


will be more eaſy for a Prince to govern with: 
out a Parliament, than it ever can be, as long as 
many of thoſe officers and gentlemen are mem- 


* hers of this houſe, . Even 
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Even the gentlemen who have ſpoke in fa- 
vour of this bill, are fo ſenſible of the difficulty 


« there will always be in obtaining the conſent of 


« gentlemen of character and fortune, to any 
thing that may look like an incroachment upon 
. our conſtitution, that they ſeem to think, we 
are in no danger from the number of placemen 
and officers in this houſe, unleſs gentlemen of 


no character or fortune be brought here by 
the intereſt of the government, merely on ac- 


count of their having places or offices under the 
crown; and in order to magnify this danger, 
we have been told, that moſt of the little bo- 
* roughs upon the coaſt, are entirely under the 
direction of the government, with regard to 


© their elections, and that the little inland bo- 


* roughs would have been in the ſame condition, 


if the late exciſe-ſcheme had paſſed into a law. 
Sir, I find gentlemen will not, upon this occa- 


* fion, make that diſtinction, which, I think, is 


© a very obvious one, between the circumſtances 
of our government, when none but gentlemen 
of good families and fortunes are employed in 
its ſervice, and the circumſtances it would he in, 


* if few or no ſuch gentlemen would accept of 


being employed, which will always be the caſe, 
* when it is purſuing meaſures that ſeem to be of 
dangerous conſequence to the conſtitution, or 


* inconſiſtent with the publick good. In the for- 


mer caſe, many of thoſe employed in the govern- 
* ment's ſervice will be returned for inland as well 
as coaſt boroughs, not becauſe they are in the 


* government's ſervice, but becauſe they have a 


great natural intereſt in their reſpective countries. 


In the latter caſe, as all thoſe gentlemen that had 


* any natural intereſt would be againſt the govern- 
ment, it would be impoſſible for the government 
* to get many of its low tools choſen, either for 
our boroughs upon the coaſt, or for our inland 

— | 0 boroughs. 
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< boroughs. In this caſe, if the exciſe-ſcheme had 
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paſſed into a law, it would have made no diffe- 
rence; for as long as our elections are free, thoſe 
that have the beſt intereſt will always be choſen; 
and as the government's intereſt muſt always de- 


pend upon the intereſt of thoſe that are employ- 


ed in its ſervice, no exciſe-ſcheme, nor any ſuch 
ſcheme can give an intereſt to a government 
that bas no gentlemen of intereſt in its ſervice. 
Therefore, as long as our elections are free, there 
is not che Leal danger, that any great number of 
gentlemen of no character or fortune can ever be 
brought into this houſe; and the freedom of our 
elections is already as fully ſecured as laws can 
ſecure it. | 


I hope, Sir, I have now fully ſhewn, that our 


conſtitution and liberties can be in no danger 
from any number of placemen or officers in this 
houſe, unleſs we ſuppoſe, that a great number 
of gentlemen of family, fortune, character, and 
intereſt in their country, would chuſe to make a 
facrifice of themſelves, their poſterity, and their 
country, rather than riſk loſing the place or office 
they poſſeſs under the crown, This is a ſuppo - 
ſition which, I think, there never can be any 
ground for. If there were: If it were poſſible 
to ſuppoſe ſuch a gore and abandoned venality 
among the better ſort of people of this kingdom, 
the bill would either have no effect, or a very 
bad one. Can we ſuppoie that ſuch venal and 
abandoned men would ſerve their country in 
Parliament for nothing ? They would either ſet 
up a traffick with the crown for private penſions 
to themſelves, or poſts and preferments to their 
truſtees or relations, which no laws nor oaths 
could diſcover or prevent; or otherwiſe they 


would form themſelves into a party for over- 


turning the adminiſtration; and thus one admi- 
niſtration would be overturned after another, till 
| h ; o at 
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« at laſt the country would become a prey to ſome 
foreign power, or until ſome one adminiſtration, 
more bold and artful than the former, ſhould fall 
upon a method to eſtabliſh themſelves in arbitra- 
ry power, There is, therefore, no occaſion for 
« this bill; or if there 1s, it would either have no 
effect, or a very bad one; and this, I think, is 
© a ſufficient reaſon for my being againſt bringing 
6 


it in.“ 
The next that roſe up upon this occaſion, was 


Sir William Wyndbam, whole ſpeech was in ſub- 
ſtance thus: i 


© Mer. Speaker, | 
Sir, The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 5: — 
has told us, that queſtions in politicks admit of ge 
nan the PO ſpeech 
no demonſtration. In this I am intirely of his 
opinion, and, I think, this opinion was never 
more [ſtrongly confirmed, than by the debate of 
this day. There never was a queſtion in this 
* houſe, that could be brought nearer to a demon- 
« ftration, than the queſtion now before us; and 
yet, I find, it is not poſſible to convince thoſe 
that may be affected by its being agreed to. It 
has been hitherto reckoned a maxim in law, 
which I never before heard diſputed, that parties 
* ought not to be judges; but now I find this 
maxim denied, and, indeed, it muſt be fo, by 
© every gentleman that ſays, our conſtitution can 
* never ſuffer by a majority of placemen in this 
« houſe; for that placemen and officers of all kinds 
* muſt be parties concerned in many caſes, which 
* we, as members of this houſe, muſt judge. of, 
is ſo clear, that I ſhould have been aſhamed to 
* have given you the trouble of proving it, if I 
had not heard the motion now before you ſo 
*. warmly oppoſed. 1 hae 
| Upon 
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Upon this occaſion, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that 


all free governments muſt conſiſt of two diſtinct 


powers, the legiſlative, and the executive, the 


N 
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laſt of which is always ſubordinate, and ſubject 
to the review of the firſt. The very eſſence of 
a free government conſiſts, among other things, 
in this, that all thoſe who are entruſted with the 
executive power, ſhall be accountable for their 
conduct to the legiſlative power, and may be 
puniſhed by the legiſlative power, which always 
conſiſts in ſome ſort of an aſſembly of the peo- 
ple, in caſe it be found that they have neglected 


or tranſgreſſed their duty in the execution of 


their office; for what benefit could the people 
reap from their having the power of making 
their own laws, if thoſe who are intruſted with 
the executive power of the ſociety, might, with- 
out fear or controul, betray or neglect the pub- 
lick affairs of the ſociety, or injure and oppreſs 
individuals, either by neglecting to execute the 
laws, or by executing them in a different manner 
from what was intended, or by pretending to act 
according to law, without having any law for 
their authority? 5 | hs 
This, I fay, Sir, is eſſential to every free go- 


vernment, and, accordingly, we have this regu- 


lation eſtabliſhed by our frame of government in 
the moſt Cry manner. . Thoſe who are in- 
truſted with the executive power are all, or moſt 


of them, named by the King; but then every 


one of them, from the higheſt to the loweſt, is 


accountable to, and may be puniſhed by the two 


houſes of Parliament; and it is particularly the 
buſineſs of this houſe, which is the grand inqueſt 
of the nation, to enquire into their conduct, and 
to impeach thoſe we find guilty of any neglect or 
miſdemeanour, in the exerciſe of that part of the 
executive power which is intruſted to them by 


© the crown. Therefore, it is our duty to make 


frequent 


r — 
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© frequent inquiries into the conduct of every 

< miniſter, officer, and placeman appointed by 

the crown; and upon all ſuch inquiries, we 

are to examine ſtrictly into their behaviour, 

* and judge impartially of their conduct. From 
hence it appears, that in all ſuch inquiries, and 

all queſtions relating to them, the members of 
this houſe, as ſuch, are judges of the conduct 

and behaviour of every placeman, officer, 

« or miniſter employed by the crown in the exe- 

cutive part of our government; and conſe- 

« quently, every placeman, officer, and miniſter, 

* that has a ſeat in this aſſembly, muſt be both 

judge and party in many caſes that ought to be 

© brought before us. 

It ſignifies nothing to ſay, Sir, that no offi- 
cer can be a party concerned in the conduct of 
another officer, and that an officer who ha 
* pens to be a member of this houſe, muſt re- 
« tire, as ſoon as any queſtion ariſes relating to 
* his own conduct; for as there are many and 


— — — — 
rr 
S 
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« * 


great connexions between different offices, and 
between officers of different offices, which may 
* at firſt view appear entirely diſtinct, it is im- 
poſſible ſo much as to gueſs, when an inquiry, 

* or any leading queſtion to an inquiry, into the 
conduct of one office or officer is moved for, 
I fay it is impoſſible to gueſs what other offi- 
cers may, upon the event of a ftrict inquiry, 
* appear to have been confederates with him in 
his crimes. Nay, even thoſe officers that ne- 
ver had any dealings with him, cannot know 
but that a cloſe inquiry into one office, may 
bring to light, as it often does, ſome mal- 
practices of other offices, in which they them- 
ſelves have a concern ; and therefore every of- 
* ficer in the houſe will think himſelf a party 
concerned, in eyery inquiry that can be ſet on 
foot, and will, conſequently, endeavour to pre- 
' Vo L. XX. P vent 
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210 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1946. 
vent or defeat every ſuch inquiry. To this I 
muſt add, that in all degrees and ſtations in 
© life, we find, that men of the ſame trade, em- 
ployment, or profeſſion, eſpecially where their 
buſineſs does not interfere, conceive an affec- 
tion for one another, and are therefore apt to 
judge very partially in one another's favour ; 
from whence 1t muſt be concluded, that in eve- 
ry ſuch inquiry, and every queſtion that ariſes 
relating to any ſuch, all miniſters, placemen, 
and officers, are parties concerned, not only in 
intereſt, but affection; and conſequently, all 
thoſe who have ſeats in this houſe, muſt, in all 
' ſuch caſes, be both judges and parties, which 
is directly contrary to the eſtabliſned maxim I 
have mentioned. oof | 22 
Whether it be owing to the great number of 
placemen and officers we have had for many 
years in this houſe, or whether it be owing to 
the integrity of thoſe who have of late years 
been concerned in the executive part of our 
government, I do not know; but T muſt ob- 
ſerve, that parliamentary inquiries into 'the 
management of offices, and conduct of offi- 
cers appointed by the crown, have of late years 
been very rare; and yet, in order to keep all 
ſuch officers to their good behaviour, I muſt be 
of opinion, that ſuch inquiries ought to be 
frequently ſet on foot, and ſtrictly carried on, 
though no direct complaint has been made a- 
gainſt any one particular officer; for a publick 
rumour 1s a ſufficient ground for a parliamenta- 
ry inquiry, and no man can ſay, that ſuch 
grounds have been wanting. But whatever 
may be the cauſe of our having lately had ſo 
few parliamentary inquiries, I will be bold to 


propheſy, that if there ſhonld ever be a majo- 
rity of placemen and officers in this houſe, 
< we ſhall never afterwards have any more ſuch 


3 inqui- 
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inquities, unleſs they be ſuch as are ſet up at the 
inſtigation, and by the contrivance of miniſters, 
in order to gain a little popularity, by throwing 
4 ſcape - goat among the people. And if this 
< ſhould ever come to be our caſe, I am ſure no 
man could with juſtice ſay, that we lived under 
a free nent, or chat our conſtitution re- 
8 welhad entire. 
Thus, 4 I think, Rh the e now before 
us is brought as near a demonſtration as any ſuch 
< queſtion: can poſſibly be. As members of this 
houſe, we are to inquire into, and judge of the 
conduct of minifters, officers, and placemen, in- 
« truſted; by the crown with the executive power 
of our government: As miniſters, officers, and 
* placemeri, named by the crown, we are the per- 
< ſons; whoſe conduct is to be inquired into. Is it 
not evident then, that theſę two characters are 
+ incompatible,- unleſs we ſay, that parties may be 
275 judges? ? Sir, it is ſo evident, that I ſhould be for 
ny excluding every miniſter, officer, and placeman, 
from having a ſeat in this houſe, were it not for 
the neceſſity we are under of having ſome of the 
chief amongſt us, in order to give us proper in- 
formation with reſpect to the great offices they 
are at the head of. If this queſtion admits of a 
yariety of opinions, I am ſure every queſtion i in 
politics muſt, and therefore, great care ſhould 
s be taken, that thoſe who are to judge of ſuch 
* queſtions, | ſhall not be under the leaſt bias; for 
Hi the weight and efficacy of the bias will always 
* increaſe, in proportion to the doubtfulneſs of the 
* queſtion; whieh is a new argument againſt ad- 
1 placemen and officers into this houſe. 

< We have been told, Sir, that it is impoſſible 
5 to RO < oat Rf Tn of great fortune and 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
poſſible to ſuppoſe this, that it is a common. caſe- 
It has always been the caſe in every country 
< where the liberties of the people have been ſacri- 
« ficed. The liberties of no country can be ſacri- 
« ficed, without the concurrence of many gentle- 
men of family, fortune and intereſt, and a cri- 
< minal indolence or paſlivity in the reſt. Some 
are led, contrary to the light of their own under- 
« ſtandings, by their avarice, vanity, luxury, or 
« extravagance; others are deceived by ſpecious 
« pretences, and led into ſuch meaſures, the cer- 
* tain, though not the plain and direct conſequen- 
ces of which, are ſlavery and. arbitrary power. 
With the firſt ſort of men, an honourable and 
profitable place affords them an immediate fatis- 
faction for their avarice, or vanity, or an imme- 
« diate ſupply for their luxury or extravagance, 

which they prefer to all other conſiderations. 
With the ſecond ſort of men, an honourable and 
profitable place gives them a bias to that fide of 
the queſtion upon which their place depends, 
and prevents their ſeeing through the ſpecious 
« pretences that are made. uſe of for ſupporting 

that fide of the queſtion. And thus, between 
< theſe two ſorts of men, the liberties of any coun- 
try may probably be given up, if they are com- 
< mitted to the keeping of thoſe that have honour- 
able and profitable places, which depend upon 
their making the ſurrender. 


Let us confider, Sir, that even liberty itſelf is 
but a queſtion in politicks. Whether a limited 
or an abſolute monarchy be the beſt ſort of go- 
vernment, is but a queſtion in politicks; and 

therefore, as the honourable gentleman has ſaid, 
can admit of no demonſtration. For this xreaſon, 
even thoſe that are gentlemen; of fortune and 
intereſt in their country, if they be in the leaſt 
governed by avarice, vanity, luxury, or extra- 
* vagance, may, by an honourable and profitable 
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© employment, be induced not only to ſay and 
vote, but even to think, that an abſolute monar- 


« chy is the beſt ſort of government, and that they 


do a ſignal ſervice to their country, by ſacrificing 


© its liberties. Nay, this very doctrine has of late 
© been ſupported in private converſation, even in 
this country, and by gentlemen of very great 
diſtinction. How natural then is it to ſuppoſe, 
that in political queſtions, where our liberties are 
not directly and immediately, but indire&ly and 


conſequentially concerned, a gentleman of dif- 


* tinmtion may be induced, by an honourable and 
profitable employment, to approve of, or give 
© his aſſent to the wrong fide of the queſtion ? 
How natural is it to ſuppoſe, that the members 
of this houſe may, by ſuch means, be induced 
to grant ſuch revenues, ſuch numbers of troops, 
and ſuch powers and prerogatives to the crown, 
6 as may for ever after put it out of the power of 
Parliament to controul any of the King's mea- 
* ſures, or to puniſh any of his officers, unleſs 
they be ſuch as he may be pleaſed to throw out 
of his protection? And in this caſe, whatever 
forms of liberty we might have, I am ſure it 
* would be ridiculous to ſay we had any of the 
* ſubſtance remaining. 2. 

Thus, Sir, I think, it is evident almoſt to a 
* demonſtration, that our conſtitution and liber- 
ties not only may, but muſt be deſtroyed, un- 


© leſs we ſhut the doors of this houſe againſt 


* moſt placemen and officers, as we have already 
done againſt all penſioners; and as this is ſo 


evident, no objection that can be invented, no 


* danger, no terror, we can be frightened with, 
* ſhall prevent me from exerting all the power I 
have for its being done. Slavery to me is the 
* higheſt of all terrors, and therefore, I ſhall be 
for guarding againſt it at the riſk of any other 
© terror that can be imagined. But I muſt ſay, 

73 | that 
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that in this long debate, I have not heard one 
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plauſible objection made againſt this excluſion. 
To tell us, that a juſt and wiſe adminiſtration 

can have no friends of good fortune and in- 
tereſt in their ſeveral countries, but ſuch as 
have places or offices under the crown, is ſome- 
thing very ſurprizing. If this were the caſe, I 

am ſure it muſt be granted, that the places and 
offices under the crown are no become 1nfi- 
nitely too numerous. But this, Sir, is not, 
nor ever can be the caſe. There are now in 
every county in England, one with another, two 
or three hundred gentlemen of family, for- 
tune and intereſt in their ſeveral countries, who 
have no places or offices under the crown, and 


who, under a juſt and wiſe adminiſtration, 


would be firm Chandy to it, and would be able 


to ſupport it, in a legal way, againſt all the 
Jacobites, republicans, and diſcontented, that 


could in ſuch a caſe be within the kingdom; 5 


and among ſuch a number, could not the ad- 
miniſtration find one or two to ſtand as candi- 


dates upon their intereſt at every election with- 


in the county? They certainly might, and 


their candidates would have this advantage, 
that they would have the votes and intereſt of 
all thoſe gentlemen of fortune within the county, 
who had places or offices under the crown, and 
could not therefore, themſelves, ſtand as can- 
didates at any election. Therefore, ſhould this 
bill paſs into a law, no future adminiſtration 
would be under the neceſſity of employing 
none but men of low or deſperate fortunes in 
any place or office under the crown; and, I am 
ſure, no juſt or wiſe adminiſtration will ever 
chuſe it. 


It has been kad; Sir, that we deter not to 


make any alteration in our conſtitution without 


an apparent neceſſity; and that the "alteration 
- 
| pro- 
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propoſed by this bill cannot appear neceſſary, 
unleſs we ſuppoſe ſuch a venal and abandoned 
ſpirit to prevail in the nation, that moſt gen- 
tlemen of family and fortune amongſt us, 
would be ready to ſacrifice the hberties of their 
country, rather than riſk loſing a good. poſt or 
employment under the crown. Sir, it 1s to 
prevent the growth of ſuch a venal and aban- 
doned ſpirit, that this bill is intended. When 
the crown had but few lucrative poſts to be- 
ſtow, the moſt abandoned adminiſtration could 
not contribute much to the growth of this ſpi- 
rit; but the crown has now ſuch a number of 
lucrative poſts to beſtow, that if- theſe poſts 
ſhould be applied to the purchaſe of a gentle- 
man's vote in this houſe, or his intereſt at 
elections, ſuch a ſpirit would ſoon prevail, and 
at laſt become univerſal. It would begin in 
this houſe: It would grow by example: One 
gentleman's being corrupted would not only be 


an example, but it would give countenance to 


a ſecond; he to a third, and ſo forth, till at 
laſt it would ſpread through the majority of 
this houſe. From this houſe it would deſcend 
to elections; for he that ſells will purchaſe, if 
he can otherwiſe have nothing to ſell. Begin, 
Sir, at the fountain: Clear that from corrup- 
tion, and the ſtream will ſoon run clear; for 
if members cannot ſell votes in Parliament, 
they will never, or very ſeldom buy that com- 
modity at elections. Their vanity may ſome- 
times prompt them to do ſo, but this can hap- 
pen but ſeldom, and can never have any great 


effect. 


© I ſhall not ſay, Sir, that placemen have ever 
approved or oppoſed queſtions in this houſe, 


becauſe they were placemen, and for no 
other reaſon; but this I will ſay, that the 


majority of the nation thinks they have 
£ ” 6 often 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. ya. 
often done ſo; and I muſt obſerve, that ever 
* ſince: ſat in Parliament, our placemen have 
t generally been of the ſame fide with our mini- 
« ſters: If any of them dropt by chance into 
the other ſide of the queſtion, they have of 
late years ſoon ceaſed ta be placemen. Nay, 
< even in this houſe, we have heard it delivered 
as a miniſterial maxim, that no man ought to 
< be allowed to keep his place under the crown, 
if he follows the directions of his conſcience, 
* and votes againſt any of the miniſter's meaſures 
or jobbs in Parliament. This makes me think 
the bill the more neceſſary: The whole nation 
5 thinks ſo; and. if this queſtion ſhould paſs in 
* the negative, the whole nation will think the 
* bill more neceſſary than they ever thought it 
* before. They will think it abſolutely neceſſary 
1 to have ſuchꝭ a bill, but now not poſſible to ob- 
tain it; which will of courſe: raiſe ſuch a diſ- 


115 content, or perhaps diſaffection, in the nation, 
amaft be of dangerous u e 10 the 


* prefers eſtibbfſhmento ? 

It is really, Sir, moſt aſtoniſhing to - A it 

6 aid; that the adminiſtration's: intereſt in the 
* ſeveral little boroughs upon our coaſt; depends 
upon the natural intereſt of thoſe that have 
places under the crown, . This, I. ſay, is moſt 
* aſtoniſhing, conſidering how 3 11 it is 
known to be ↄtherwiſe. I ſhall grant, that if 
the intereſt made in the little boroughs by 
cuſtom houſe officers: exciſemen, officers of 
dock: yards, and fuch like gentlemen, be a na- 
ä tural intereſt,” a clerk of the treaſury or admi- 
* ralty may be ſaid to have a great natural inte- 
reſt in his borough; but as this intereſt de- 
pends upon his poſt, and not upon his family 

or fortune, I cannot call it a natural intereſt. 
Do not we know, Sir, that many of our little 
$ tbarovghy, are already become ſo yenal, ſo pub- 
3 8 * lickly 
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« lickly:vena], that their brokers, or rather their 
pimps, deal as openly: for the ſale of them, as 
bawds do for the ſale: of a proſtitute? This 
infamous traffick I am for putting an end to; 
and as the bill now 5 will be of great 
« ſervice for this purpoſe, I ſhall be not only for 
bringing it in, but for having it paſſed into a 
no nem oh 3855 W Ig | 


Hon 903 10D 92 51 en ä 

The queſtion being at laſt put, it was upon a 
diviſion carried in the negative; noes 223, yeas 
20 317 en 211) Arti l 

Thurſday the 31ſt of January, William Pulteney, 
Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke, in ſubſtance thus. 


1e LIED Nell iel 
_ 
Mr. Speaker, 
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Sir, It is with regret I obſerve, that almoſt wr. Put- 


every ſeſſion introduces ſomething new, in di- ee eck 


and motion 


e minution of the liberties, or derogatory to the for a call. 


* conſtitution; of this kingdom. In former times, 
the grant of a ſupply often ſtood a long de- 
* bate| in this houſe, and was ſometimes abſo- 
* lutely refuſed; now it is always granted, nemine 
© contrqdicente. i The malt tax was never intro- 
* duced till towards the latter end of King Wil. 
F liam's reign, and was at firſt moſt ſtrenuouſly 
* oppoſed 2+ Nay, even during the war in Queen 


Annes time, it was often oppoſed, and was 


looked on as à tax ſo; burdenſome upon the 
poor labourers and manufacturers of this king- 
dom, that no man imagined any miniſter would 
have the aſſurance to propoſe renewing or con- 
* tinuing it, after the war was over: Even our 
* neighbours of Scotland thought themſelves ſo 
95 ſure of this, that by the articles of Union they 
* ſtipulated to be free from this tax only during 


* the war; but they, as well as we, have ſince 
* tound ourfelves miſtaken : This grievous tax 
e has 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740 
has been continued to this day, and is now, in 
< ſome meaſure, become a motion of. courſe. 
The mutiny bill was at firſt thought to be a 
moſt dangerous innovation, and was therefore 
< moſt violently oppoſed, eſpecially 'in time of 
peace; but it is now become ſo familiar to us, 
< that we paſs it regularly every year, without 
* the leaſt oppoſition, as if a ſtanding army and 
© a mutiny act were two things abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary for the ſubſiſtence of our conſtitution. 
Not many years ago, the members of this 
© houſe,' when aſſembled, looked upon them. 
* ſelves as the grand inqueſt of the nation, and 

therefore thought themſelves in duty bound to 
inquire into every grievance and complaint, 
without any other foundation than a publick 
rumour; but now every motion, that tends to 
© an inquiry into any complaint, is rejected; or 
if any fuch inquiry be ever ſet on foot, it is 
committed to thoſe who are themſelves ſuſ- 
pected of being the e and N cauſe of 
< the complaint. 
Thus, Sir, we have * e! years: gone 
on approaching, Pm afraid, to the confines of 
flavery; and in this ſeſſion we have made a 
new and a very extraordinary ftep. Till this 
ſeſſion it was always thought, that every mem- 
< ber of this houſe had à right to move for a 
call of the houſe. We are fellowelabourers 
for the publick good: We are all joint guar- 
dians of the liberties of our country; and 
every member has a right to inſiſt upon it, that 
his companion ſhould attend and bear an equal 
ſhare of the burden, or at leaſt a ſhare propor- 
<tionable” to his ſtrength and capacity. But in 
this ſeſſion, Sir, We have ſeen a motion for a 
© call rejected, though that motion was the firſt 
of the kind that had been made, though it 
Ex * was ſupported by ſtrong reaſons,” and though it 


Was 
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Vas deſired by near one half of thoſe that were 
then preſent. This I muſt look on as a moſt 
dangerous innovation; for when we begin to 
oincroach upon, or derogate from our on 
rights, no man can tell how far it may go: I 
do not know, but I may live to ſee the queſ- 
tion put upon a gentleman's riſing up to ſpeak, 
0 


8 Wenke he ſhall have leave to ſpeak? And if 
ever ſuch a queſtion ſhould be put, I ſhall not 
in the leaſt doubt of its being carried in the 
negative, in caſe there ſhould be a ſuſpicion of 
* the gentleman's intending; to utter things diſa- 

0 greeable to thoſe that may then have the di- 

rection of the majority of this houſe. 

For this reaſon, Sir, I was ens * 1 
when I ſaw the queſtion put upon ſuch a mo- 
tion, and ſtill more ace when I ſaw that 
queſtion carried in the negative; and if I were 
not fully convinced, that there were then ſe- 
veral objections to the motion, which do not 

now ſubſiſt, I ſhould take care not to lay a 
foundation for another precedent of the ſame 
nature. But as the moſt material objections 

are now removed, I believe, I may venture to 

move again for a call of the houſe; and as I 

am under great concern for the ſucceſs. of my 

motion, I ſhall beg leave to explain ſome of 

* thoſe objections which do not now ſubſiſt. 
For this purpoſe, Sir, I muſt take notice, 

; that if the laſt motion for a call had been com- 
© plied with, the country gentlemen who have 

no place or office under the crown, and are 

therefore under no obligation, but that of con- 

6 ſcience, to attend the ſervice of this houſe, un- 

* leſs we force them to it by a call, would have 

found themſelves under a neceſſity of keeping 

their Chriſtmas in town, inſtead of keeping it in 
the country; and I muſt farther take notice, 

0 thigh according to my obſervation, every gentle- 

man 
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man in this houſe that has, or is ſuſpected of 
having a poſt, office, or penſion from the 


Another objection, Sir, that does not now 


crown, gave his negative to that motion. Now, 
1 hope, they will give me leave to ſuppoſe, 
which very few others will do, that their giving 
this negative proceeded from the great regard 
they have for the poor people in the country. 
By the nature of their place or office, they are 


obliged to attend punctually the buſineſs of this 


houſe, and to reſide, for the greateſt part of 


the year, perhaps the greateſt part of the ſeven 


years, in this great city. By this means the 


poor in the country are deprived of that hoſpi- 
tality, which they ſo generouſſy, and ſo chari- 


tably keep, when an election, or ſome ſuch oc- 
caſion, calls upon them to viſit: their conſtitu- 
ents; and in order to atone, as far as they 
could, for the loſs the poor ſuffer by their ab- 
ſence, they were unwilling to draw away from 
the country any of thoſe: gentlemen who might, 
and were inclined to keep their Chriſtmas there. 
But as Chriſtmas is now over, this reaſon no 
longer ſubſiſts; therefore I now hope to have 


the concurrence of many of thoſe gentlemen 


who voted- againſt the laſt motion for a call; 
and I wiſh for it the more ardently, becauſe, I 
expect no ſucceſs unleſs I have the concurrence, 


or at leaſt the connivance of ſome of them. 


ſubſiſt, is that which was removed the very laſt 
day of our meeting together in this houſe: I 
mean the motion for leave to bring in a bill, 
for the better ſecuring: the freedom of Parlia- 
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render them incapable of being choſen _—_— 
| ag 


ments, by limiting the number of officers to fit 
in the houſe of Commons. This bill, if it 


ſhould paſs into a law, would certainly exclude 
many gentlemen who have now the honour of 
having ſeats in this houſe: At leaſt it would 
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of a new Parliament, unleſs they ſhould reſign 


the offices they now enjoy. I have fo good'an 
opinion of the officers and other 


would, I believe, give it his concurrenee, not- 
withſtanding the private diſadvantage it would 


be to him, if he thought the paſſing of ſuch a 
preſervation of 


our conſtitution; but, I: hope, they will pardon 
me if I think, that their private intereſt! pre- 
vents their ſeeing the publick neceſſity; for in 


this, my 1 is confirmed, by their unani- 
mouſly joining to put a negative upon the very 
motion for leave to bring in ſuch a bill. Now 
when the laſt motion for a call was made, it 


« bill abſolutely neceffary for the 


« was ſtrongly ſuſpected, nap it was, I dare fay, 


by moſt of a firmly believed, that there 
< would be ſome ſuch motion ſoon after the 
« Chriſtmas holy. days; and as moſt of the coun - 
try gentlemen that were then abſent, have upon 


former occaſions appeared to be friends to every 
© ſuch propoſition, it was the bufineſs of thoſe 


that were againſt it, to R their being 

r that motion Was 

over, in order that the motion might appear to 

have as few friends in this houſe as poſſible, 

« eſpecially appears vo ba e vaſt majority of friends 
a 


brought up to town, till 


the bill we WIRE other of 
© the — - apt 101 46 Nr 


+ This, Sir, was) L pliers; the: moſt diubderial 
: objection apainſt a call when the motion was laſt 


„made. which I am the rather induced to believe, 


* becauſe: J obſerved that moſt, if not every one 


* of thoſe that appeared againſt the call, 
* likewiſe 


this I muſt allow they acted like good generals; 3 
© for when a 


certainly his buſineſs, if 
* the ROE 's FOES” able to eee * their 
s forces 


placemen, who 
are now in this houſe, that every one of them 


againſt the motion for this bill ; and in 


general expects to be attacked, it is 
poſſible, to prevent 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
forces together, eſpecially when he can do it 


without diſperſing or loſing the aſſiſtance of any 
of his own troops. But as this attack is N 


over: As they can be afraid of no future attack 


in this ſeſſion of Parliament, I hope, they will 
allow us to have the authority of this houſe, 


for compelling the attendance of thoſe members, 
who can by no other means be compelled to at- 
tend their duty; in the execution of that truſt 
__ they have accepted of from their coun- 

Therefore I cannot think, that even the 


ee gentleman near me, will now be 


againſt a call, unleſs he be, on his part, medi- 


tating ſome new attack. To have the houſe 
called over once at leaſt in a ſeſſion, is in itſelf 


ſo reaſonable, and has been ſo conſtantly prac- 


tifed; that I ſhall expect even his eoncurrence, 
unleſs' he has ſomething in petto, which he 


thinks will ſuit beſt with a thin affentbly.; and 
if, by giving his negative to this queſtion, he 


declares he Das, I hope it will have the ſame 


effect with a call: I hope it will bring every ab- 


ſent member to town, that has the: leaſt regard 
for the hberties of his count. 
After having thus ſhewn, Sir, that thoſe 
reaſons, which induced many gentlemen to be 
againſt the laſt motion for a call, do not now 
ſubſiſt; if I knew any reaſon full ſubſiſting 
againſt it, I would endeavour to ſtate and an- 
ſwer it; but I cannot really ſuggeſt to myſelf 


the leaſt ſhadow of a reaſon no ſubſiſting 


againſt it, except that which J have mentioned, 
and which, in the opinion of moſt gentlemen 


preſent, will, I Hope, be a prevailing argument 


in its favour. I ſay, Sir, I cannot ſuggeſt to 


myſelf the leaft ſhadow of a reaſon againſt 


what I am to prope ropoſe ; for ſurely gentlemen 


are not in earneſt when they ſay, that becauſe 


many gentlemen abſented themſelves from the 


6 « houſe 
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« houſe laſt ſeſſion, after being convinced that 

their preſence could be of no ſervice to their coun- 

try, therefore no gentleman ought to be com- 
« pelled, during this ſeſſion, to give his attendance. 

This may be a foundation for ſome gentlemens 


© ſhewing' us how great maſters they are of wit 


and humour (as they did upon the laſt motion 


for a call) but it can never be a foundation for a 


* ſerious argument. And I muſt obſerve, that 
however witty thoſe gentlemen may be upon 
* the ſeceſſion, as chey are pleaſed to call it, it 
had a very good effect. I am convinced, the 

« gentlemen that retired from the houſe, did 
more ſervice to their country by retiring, than 
they could have done by continuing in their 
ſeats. They ſaw they could not by their pre- 
ſence prevent or alter the deſtructive, pacifick 


humour ſome gentlemen were then in; and 


therefore they reſolved to try what: they could 
do by cheir abſence. «Accordingly it had the 
« defired effect: It made us refolve to vindicate 
* our- honour and our rights by arms, ſince we 
« faw we could not do it by fair means; and if 
the war be but tolerably conducted, it will, 
with the aſſiſtance of Providence, contribute as 
much to the glory and advantage of this nation, 
* as any war we were ever engaged in. 
As this change of — 4 removed the 


„ cauſe which gentlemen had to abſent themſelves 


from the houſe, moſt of them have now return- 
ed, becauſe, if we are really reſolved to proſecute 
the war with vigour, their attendance here may 
be of ſome ſervice to their country. Thoſe who 
are now abſent have no reaſon of a publick na- 
© ture for their abſence; and I am for having the 
© houſe called over, in order to ſee, whether any, 
* and which of them, may have a good reaſon of 


a private nature; for ſurely they ought to be 


0 © Heres if they have no yore reaſon of any * 
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224 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1740. 
© for being abſent. Not only the conſtant cuſtom 

of Parliament, but many cogent reaſons of a 
paricular nature at this time plead in favour of 

 _ © what I propoſe, and there is not the leaſt ſhadow 

of reaſon againſt it; even thoſe who have been 

for many years the conſtant and unvariable 
< friends of the adminiſtration, can now have no 
« objection to it; and, if a negative be put upon 
« it, merely out of a wantonneſs of power, it may 
again afford a good reaſon of a publiek nature, 
not only for thoſe that are abſent to continue ſo, 
© but for many of thoſe that are preſent, to retire 
« a ſecond time; for when things are carried in 
this houſe without any reaſon, by what I muſt, 
in ſuch a caſe, call an unreaſonable majority, 
< thoſe who are governed by their reaſon have no 
* buſineſs here, becauſe their attendance can be of 
© no ſervice to their country, and may throw a 
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blemiſh upon their eharacters i As the cuſtom of 
this houſe does not allow of proteſting, or enter- 
ing our diſſent upon the journals, when deſtruc- 
tive meaſures are purſued, and authorized or ap- 
proved by this houſe, neither the-preſent genera- 
tion, nor poſterity, can diſtinguiſh who were for 
or againſt that authority or approbation; and 
therefore, the only method gentlemen. have for 
vindicating their characters, 1s to retire from an 
aſſembly, where their preſence may give counte- 
nance to reſolutions which their negative cannot 
prevent, nor their conſcience. approve. 

This fort of abſence, Sir, is what even an ad- 
miniſtration ought to prevent, or put an end to 
as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe it can never happen 
but when ſuch queſtions are carried, as are con- 
demned by a great majority of the nation. The 
preſent adminiſtration have wiſely taken care to 
remove the cauſe of many gentlemens abſenting 
themſelves from the houſe laſt ſeſſion, by giving 
them, as well us the nation, * 2 
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„ defireds: 8 ber bd they * take for 


preventing the like in time to come, is to put 
3 a greater confidence in their arguments 
than in their numbers. I hope they will do fo 
upon the preſent oecaſion, and therefore I ſhall 
beg leave to ſtate ſome of thoſe! arguments in 


favour of my motion, Wich proreed from the 


critical ſituation our affairs are in at preſent. Let 


us conſiders; Sir, we are now engaged in a war, 


which is already expenſive, rand may become 
dangerous. We have it from a great authority, 
That in. a multitude of counſellors there is ſafety ; 

and as we, im this houſe, m may affift his Majeſt 
| not: only with our purſe: 


y 
$.*but-alfo with our ad- 
vice,” therefore, the more numerous and full our 


aſſembly is the better advice Me may give, the 
more weight, Lam fur 
broad and at home. The reſolutions of a full 
houſe will add \great weight to all his Majeſty's 


„ it Will have, both a- 


negotiations abroad, and encourage Foreign pow- 


ers to enter into alliances with us: But a little 


while ago we were told by an honourable gentle- 


man, whoſe veracity cannot be queſtioned, and 


whoſe knowledge may be depended on, that we 

had not one ally in the univerſe. In the preſent 
war we have; „as yet, no occaſion for an ally; 
we can have no occaſion for an ally, unleſs our 


enemies ſnould get ſome very powerful allies to 


aſſiſt them. The reſolutions of a full houſe of 
Commons will ſnew the ſpirit of the nation, and 


may thereby, very probably, prevent our enemies 


getting any ſuch aſſiſtance; or if they ſhould, 


thoſe reſolutions may enable his Majeſty to form 
a, confederacy upon the continent of Europe, 
which may give our preſent enemies and their 
future allies ſo much to do at land, as may diſable 


8 _ from giving us any oppoſition at ſea, or in 


any part of the Weſt-Indies Whereas, if it be 
+ obſerved. 4 * powers, as it * will, 
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 PAxrLiaMENTARY A. 140. 
that there is but a ſmall number of members in 
this houſe, and that the friends of the adminiſtra- 
tion have, by, A moſt extraordinary and unprece- 
dented negative, prevented an increaſe of that 
number, t they will ent either conelude, that the pre- 
ſent war is not a national, but a miniſterial war, 
which, 1 am ſure, is far from being the caſe; or 
they will conchide, that our miniſters have en- 
tered into the war, only to amuſe the people, 
and that they have not'a'mind to proſecute it in 


ſuch a manner as to give ſatisfaction to the na- 


tion; either of Which coneluſions will not only 
diſcourage thoſe that incline to give us aſſiſtance, 
but encourage tHoſe that incline to give afſiſtance 
to our enemies | 
„Thus it appears, Sr, chat with regard to our 


$ affairs abroad, it is abſolutely neceſſary to have 


a full houſe; and with regard to our affairs at 
home, it is ſtill more neceffary. Let us conſider, 
Sir, that in this war, and, indeed, in every war 
we can be engaged in, we ought to take all the 
methods we can think of, for giving ſatisfaction 
to thoſe that contribute towards the expence of 
the war, and ſpirit to thoſe that carry it on. 
The people will pay their taxes with pleaſure, 
when they find they are granted by a full houſe; 
becauſe they will ſuppoſe that no larger ſums are 
granted, than are ery] and that every ſhil- 
ling they pay, will be applied, with the greateſt 
economy, to the publick ſervice. Then, with 
regard to thoſe that are, or may be employed in 
any of our warlike operations, there is nothing 
gives greater ſpirit and confidence to thoſe that 
fight either by ſea or land, than their being con- 
vinced, that they are directed in every thing 
they undertake by wiſe counſels, and command- 
ed by brave and experienced officers. This, 
both our ſoldiers and failors will belleve, when 
1 — that all our — are adviſed and 

. © comptrolled 
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comptrolled by a full houſe of Commons: They 


: will ſuppoſe thoſe miniſters to be wiſe, vigilant, 
and careful, that are willing u 
and in every ſtep, to ſubmit their conduct to the 
review of a full and free houſe of Parliament: 
This will inſpire every ſoldier with a confidence 
of ſucceſs, and this confidence will ene be al- | 
moſt an infallible means to ſecure it. 1130 

On the other hand, Sir, if this . be wot 


all occafions, 


near full, eſpecially if its being ſo be prevented 


by cha that are che known friends of the ad- 
miniſtration, what muſt the conſequence =_ 
© Does not every one know, that thoſe who are in 


any poſt or employment under the crown muſt 


attend upon the private call of the miniſter, but 


that thoſe who are under no ſuch influence, de- 
pend only upon the publick call of the houfe ? 
Does not every one know, that the former will 
be made uſe of whenever the miniſter thing he 
has oceaſion for it; and will not every qne ſüp⸗ 
poſe, that he prevents the latter, becauſe he is 


afraid of having his conduct inquired into or di- 
rected, by a full and free repreſentative of the na- 


tion? From hence every man muſt naturally 


conclude, that his conduct is either weak or 
wicked, or perhaps both; and this will of courſe 


raiſe an univerſal diffatisfaction among the peo- 


ple, and a general diffidence among our ſoldiers 
and ſailors. This diſſatisfaction may expoſe us 
to a real danger of being invaded, and this diffi- 
dence may render it ad for us to nt 
or oppoſe that invaſion. 

he preſent ſituation of our Aa therefore, 


both at home and abroad, particularly require a 
full houſe; and beſides this; Sir, we have now 
under our conſideration ſome affairs of the ut- 


© moſt i importance to this nation. We have alfea- 


* dy. a bill to be brought in for Tate 
amer : What fort of ane it may be, 1 49 
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_ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
as yet know; but it is an affair in which the li- 
berties and well-being of one of the moſt nume 
rous and uſeful bodies of men in the kingdom 
- are deeply concerned; and therefore, I am ſure, 
it highly deſerves to be conſidered in a full houſe. 
It is really, in my opinion, an affair of ſuch con- 
ſequence, that I ſhould think the very tumour of 

our being to. have ſuch an affair ſoon before us, 

would render a call unneceſſary. It certainly 
would do fo, if gentlemen were properly touch- 


. 


R M KM a 


Lal 


ed with what may ſo ſenſibly affect the happineſs 


© and: proſperity of their gots but the queſtion 
< that was before us the very laſt day we met here, 
< convinces. me, that nothing but a call can force 
< ſome gentlemen to attend the ſervice of their 
country in this aſſembly. In that queſtion the 
«. preſervation, the very being of our conſtitution 
< was concerned, and yet there were not much a- 
<bove two thirds of our number preſent, which 
was, perhaps, the occaſion of a negative's being 


put upon the queſtion; for I muſt obſerve, that, 


of thoſe who were for that negative, there were, 
at leaſt, two thirds that roſſeſled laces or offices 
under the crown, and were conſequently, from 
their private intereſt, engaged to have a negative 
put upon that queſtion, I am far from ſaying, 
that any one of them was governed by ſuch a 
motive, becauſe in all affairs of a publick nature, 
I believe, they never have the leaſt regard to 
their private intereſt; but, if it could be ſuppoſed, 
that any member of this houſe were governed 
by his private intereſt, it muſt; be allowed, that 
« ſuch a member would never vote for excluding 
« himſelf from having a ſeat or voice in this aſſem- 
* bly, till after he had reſigned the. lucrative poſt 
or office he enjoyed under the crown, _ 
This late experience, Sir, has convinced me, 
that nothing but a call can bring up the members 
© that are now abſent; and, as it has been the 
GGWGECTCCCCTTC —©£© 
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„ conſtant cuſtom to call over the houſe, at leaſt 
once in a ſeſſion, as there are many ftrong reaſons 
of a particular nature now for it, as there is not 
the leaſt ſhadow of a reaſon againſt it, I hope it 
will be complied with; therefore, I ſhall conclude 


A R XK a6 


with moving, That this houſe be called over 


upon this day three weeks, being the 21ſt of 
February next.?ꝰ Ee . 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give upon this occa- 
ſion, was that made by Robert Tracy, Eſq; who 


' | .J. f 
Mr. Speaker, 5 


* Sir, I ſhall agree with the honourable gentle- Mr. Tracy's 


ſion which happen'd laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
was the cauſe of our changing our meaſures; 

but I differ widely from him as to the manner in 

which that cauſe produced its effect. He ſeems 

to think, it had an effect upon the court of Great 

Britain, and was the immediate cauſe of our 

giving over to negotiate, and beginning to fight 

with Spain; whereas, I think, it had not the 

leaſt effect upon our court, but had an immediate 

effect upon the court of Spain, and was the only 
cauſe of that court's refuſing to comply with any 

one thing that was ſtipulated by the convention. 

I am perſuaded, the Spaniſh miniſter here thought 
the ſeceſſion of ſo extraordinary. and dangerous a 

nature, that our minifters would ſubmit to any 

uſage from Spain, rather than declare war whilft 

the nation was in a condition ſo diſtracted and 

forlorn: Nay, I do not know but that he was 

confirmed in this opinion, by ſome amongſt 

_ ourſelves without doors; and an account of this 
' ſeceſſion, with his opinion upon it, being tranſ- 
* mitted: by him to the. court of Spain, they gave 
5 entire credit to his accounts, and placed an im- 
Ke EE... _ © plicit 
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man who made you this motion, that the ſeceſ- ***" 
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 PARL1NAMENTARY A. 1740. 

« plicit faith in his opinion, which was the cauſe 
of their obſtinacy, and their obſtinacy was the 
cauſe, and a moſt quſt cauſe too, for our court's 
Taltering its meaſures. Thus the ſeceflion was 
<.;the cauſe, but not the immediate cauſe of our 
beginning hoſtilities againſt ain. When that 
©, memorable event happened, we were in a 
courſe of negotiation: Even Spain itſelf ſeem- 
ed inclined to do us juſtice ; but that event 
put an end to their peaceable inclingtions, and 

< this of courſe put an end to ours. 
From hence, I think, Sir, it is at leaſt lib 

* Iy probable, that the war we are now engaged 
in, was chiefly owing to the ſeceſſion; and 


when gentlemen conſider this, however confi- 
dent they may at any time think themſelves of 


being in the right, notwithſtanding the majo- 
* rity's being of a different opinion, I hope they 
will be cautious of ever leaving the houle in a 
* body,” as many of them did at — * time; be- 

« cauſe it can never be of any ſervice, and ma 

be of great prejudice to their country. The 
only precedent I can think of for ſuch a me- 


s thod of proceeding, is that which happened in 


the long Parliament in King Marles Iſt's reign ; 
and the confequences that enſued at that time, 
£ * cannot, Jam ſure, give encouragement to any 
man to follow the example. The misfortunes 
„ and the melancholy cataſtrophe of that reign, 
* and the tyranny that was afterwards ſet up, 
* ought to be à warning to gentlemen, not to 
deſert the ſervice of their country in this houſe, 
even though many things be agreed to by the 
majority, which they think inoonſiftent with 
a * mtereſt of their country! At leaft, they 
< ought not to leave the houſe, unleſs their at- 
$ + rreridance here be abſolutely; mconſiftent with 
che ſafety of their lives, ec was the exe of 
many members at bs time. 


0 But, 
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ut, Sir, when gentlemen retire voluntarily, 
« and. as it were in a pet, they can expect no ex- 
cuſe from their country, and, I am ſure, they 
deſerve no fayour from thoſe that continue in 
their duty. Su ppoſe ſome of theſe pettiſn ſe- 
ceders ſhould, in a little time, reaſon them- 
« ſelyes,out of, their pet, and ſhould return to 
their duty in this houſe, could they, with any 
* cauntenance deſire, that the houſe ſhould do 
them the favour to compel the attendance of 
their companions ? If they did, ought it not 
to be ſuppoſed, that they did it for no other 
reaſon, but that their return might be as con- 
ſpicuous as their ſeceſſion? This, Sir, I take 
to be the very caſe at preſent: A number of 
gentlemen retired laſt ſeſſion from the ſervice 
« of their country in this houſe, I muſt ſuppoſe 
in a pet, becauſe I can aſſign no other reaſon : 
Many of them have this ſeſſion returned, but 
« ſome have not; and now. thoſe that have re- 
turned, deſire 'the fayour of us, to call the 
houſe over, in order to force the reſt to return 
* to. their duty. I ſay, Sir, they deſire the fa- 
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vour; for a call is a favour granted by the 
houſe to thoſe that deſire it. It is not a right 
that every member may inſiſt on. Every mem- 
ber has a right to move for it; but a queſtion 
is always to be put upon that motion, and it is 
* never complicd with, unleſs agreed to by the 
majority. A call is therefore: very different 
from the right every member has to be heard; 
for when a member riſes up to ſpeak, I be- 
lieve, it was never yet put to the queſtion, 
whether or no he ſhould have leave to ſpeak. vn] 
The motion now before us is therefore a fa- = 
* vour,. which the honourable gentleman that il 
made it deſires of us, and every gentleman 
* has a right to conſider whether it ought to be 
* granted, and to refuſe. it, if he thinks it un- 14 
Q 4 « reaſonable. 38 


x A 


„ 


„ * 


— 


232 PA RLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


+ © reaſonable, 1 am one of thoſe that think it 
e ee and ſhall therefore be agaifiſt 
granting it We gave thoſe that are returned, 
© letfure to cool of the pettiſh humour they had 
fallen into laſt ſeſſion : I think it was right to 
do ſo,-and' with regard to moſt of them, it has 
(had a proper effect: If there are any of them 
that are not as yet grown cool, and therefore 
continue in the country, I am for leaving them 
© ſtill there. The country, we know, is a pro- 
per place for reflexion and conſideration; and 
no cure is ſo good for a pettiſh humour, as cool 
* reaſoning and mature deliberation. If we ſhould 
force. them out of their country retirement, 
Fe they will, probably, oppoſe every thing we 
* do; and it is not fo me the numbers, as the 
* unanimity of thoſe that are here, that gives 
credit to the nation, or weight to his Majeſty's 
© negotiations at foreign courts. - Even at home, 
the diviſions, among the people without doors, 
are generally owing to the diviſions among 
thoſe Within; and when the diviſions among 
thoſe within. appear to be near equal, they of 
ten occaſion what, approaches very near to ſedi- 
tion, among thole that are without. We ſeem 
now to be pretty unanimous, at leaſt with re- 
gard to our. foreign affairs. Even thoſe who 
have this ſeſſion returned to their ſeats in this 
houſe, ſeem willing to agree to every thing 
that may contribute to a vigorous proſecution 
of the war; and no wonder they ſhould be ſo; 
for they cannot well refuſe to contribute all in 
their power to the vigorous, proſecution of 
that war, which: they themſelves: were, as J 
have ſhewn, the remote authors of. This una- 
nimity will ſhew, our enemies what they are to 
expect; and, by deſtroying their hopes of be- 
* ing able to hurt us, or defend themſelves, will 
of courſe render them inclinable to agree to 
| On- 


8 


A 


c 
& 
c 
C 
C 
6 
* 
£ 
. 
c 
q 
— 
4 
6 
4 
. 
6 
& 
0 
6 


-— 


7 


A. 1740. DEBATES. 

_ © reaſonable terms, which muſt neceſſarily bring 
the war to a happy and ſpeedy iſſue; therefore, 
« we ought to do nothing that may, in the leaſt, 
interrupt that unanimity which now ſo happily 
prevails amongſt us. : 
HBeſides, Sir, the honourable gentleman who 
© made you this motion, has himſelf, I think, 
given you a very good reaſon for not agreeing 
to it. In giving a reaſon for the ſeceſſion laſt 
« year, he told us, that gentlemen may ſome- 
times, for the ſake of conſcience, and for pre- 
« ſerving their characters, be obliged to leave 

© the houſe: He even ſeemed to intimate, that 
this was the cauſe of gentlemens leaving the 
* houſe laſt ſeſſion : Now, if ſome of thoſe gen- 
« tlemen have got over this ſcruple of conſcience, 
* how do they know that all the reſt have? We 
© muſt naturally, or at leaſt charitably, I think, 
* ſuppoſe, that thoſe who have not returned, 
have not as yet got over this ſcruple of con- 
* ſcience; and as I ſhall always be againſt put- 
ting any ſort of force upon a ſcrupulous and 
* tender conſcience, I muſt be againſt compelling 
the attendance of ſuch gentlemen in this houſe. 
I am far from finding fault with any of thoſe 
* gentlemen that have returned: I think they 
have done their duty in doing ſo; but I cannot 
* help comparing them to the preſent King of 
Spain. He, ſome years ago, reſigned his crown, 
* out of a pet, and, I think, it was a religious 
* or conſcientious pet too. I wiſh they had done 
with him, as the ſubjects of a near ally of his 
ſince did: I wiſh they had held him at his 
* word, and never allowed him to reſume, as 
they might and ought to have done; for his 
* ſecond ſon, now Prince of Aſturias, was the 
natural ſucceſſor to his eldeſt, who died King 
* of Spain. But they allowed him to reſume his 
crown; and we know what diſturbances * 
ed. | * ince 
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22 bred in Europe. If the gentlemen who 


2 . word : If we had. ordered their (cats t = 

33 up by new elections, they could have 
omplained of no injuſtice. But we haye this 

elan allowed ſuch of them as have returned, 


< to reſume their ſeats. In this wWe have ſhewn 


< ourſelves to be as indulgent as the ſubjects of 


the King of Spain; and, I hope, they will 


© take care not to make ſuch an uſe of the indul- 
3 they have met with, as his Catholick 
ajeſty has done, They have hitherto ſhewn, 
that they do not incline to do ſo; but, if we 
ſhould call in thoſe. that, for ought: we know, 
are ſtill in a bad humour, I do not know what 
might happen. Evil company, they ſay, cor- 
rupts good manners. It is a dangerous experi- 
ment to mingle the infected with thoſe that 
are but juſt recovered. For this reaſon, I was 
againſt the call, hen it was laſt propoſed; and 
as this xeflon gil fac Tam uy agaioft 
at. 4 ig Ia + 
ti "There was no true bealon,, Sir, "fig hes 
« againſt the call, when it was: laſt propoſed, but 
„What ſtill ſubſiſts in its full force. Every one 
© muſt be ſenſible, chat tlie honourable gentle- 
man was not ſerious in the [reaſons he aſſigned, 
and which, he ſaid, are not now de 
However merry he may make himſelf 1 
c this occaſion, and we are all ſenſible of his fa. 
< perior talent in that way, I ſhall always think, 
that gentlemen are more-uſefully employed in 
entertaining their e in the country, 
than in oppoſing every nece meaſure 1 
government in this houſe; 644 therefore, I 


* ſhall always be againſt compelling any man to 
come here, who, by his former conduct, has 
given me reaſon to ſuſpect, that when he is 

4 mots he will certainly do ſo. As for the queſ- 


p tion 
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tion that was before us the laſt time of our 
meeting here, which was but the day before 
yeſterday, I ſhall never be afraid of its being 
conſidered in a houſe full of members that are 
free from the prejudices of paſſion and intereſt. 
The reaſons againſt the queſtion are ſo many 
and ſo powerful, and the reaſons for it ſo few 
and ſo'weak, that, in ſuch a houſe, I do not 
in the leaſt doubt of its meeting always with 
the ſame fate, and that the more call the houſe 
is, the greater the dwpeer will be that ap 

« pears againſt it. 

This therefore could be no eh Sir, for 
any gentleman's being againſt a call, the laſt 
time it was moved. With me, I am ſure, it 
© would rather have been a reaſon for my bei 
* for a call; becauſe, though ſome of thoſe that 
are abſent would 3 have voted in favour 
* of that queſtion, I am convinced many more 
of them would have voted againſt it. My 

chief reaſon for being then againſt a call was, 
as I have ſaid, becauſe I was againſt our doing 
* any. thing that might interrupt or leſſen that 

* unanimity in this houſe, which, with pleaſure, 
* T obſerve, in every thing that relates to 4 vigo- 

rous proſecution of the war; and as this rea- 
* ſon againſt a call is now as ſtrong as it was at 
that time, I muſt therefore be againſt agrecing 
to the honourable enero" 8 motion. 


r * * 


The next that ſtood up was ; George Tallin, 
105 the purport of _— 1 750 was thus. 


© Mr. Speaker, TE | 
Sir, The ſeceſſion, as it is tailed: which 
* happened upon a very remarkable occaſion laſt 


* ſeſſion, is a point that cannot be reaſoned upon 


here; and therefore, I ſhall make no applica- 
5 on of what I am going to ſay. I have heard, 
175 oh Sir, 
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Mr. I.yttie- 
ton's ſpeech. 
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Sir, of phyſicians taking their leave of a ſick 
© houſe, when they thought they could do no 
good there, and were not over-greedy of fees; 


for ſome are ſo keen after fees, that they would 


* ſtay and preſcribe to a dead body. But I have 
© heard of others, of a more generous character, 
© refuſing to continue. their attendance, when 
they feared it was of no benefit, and yet re- 
turning again upon being called to a new con- 
ſultation, when better ſymptoms appeared, and 
greater hopes of a recovery, to offer, at leaſt, 
the proper remedy, whether it ſhould be taken 


/ 


- - 


c or not. | 


Upon this, Horace Walpole, Eſq; ſtood up, and 


ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, vz. 


Mr. Wol- 
Sales ſpeech. a 


. 
Sir, The motion now under our conſidera- 
tion, is a matter of ſuch indifference to me, 
that I am perfectly eaſy whether you agree to 
it or not. I fhall grant that it is very uſual to 
call the houſe over, at leaſt, once in a ſeſſion; 
but, I could never obſerve, that it was of any 
advantage to the publick, and it is often of 
great inconvenience to private gentlemen, who 
have the honour, in this cafe I may ſay, the 
misfortune, to have a ſeat in this houſe, I take 
it for granted, that every gentleman who has 
any thing to offer for the ſervice of his coun- 
try or conſtituents, or who thinks he has any 
thing to guard againſt that may be of prejudice 
to either, will attend duly in his place; and, 
J cannot think, there is any great neceſſity for 
a gentleman's being here, who thinks his ab- 
ſence can do no harm, nor his preſence any 
good. But, when the houſe is ordered to be 
© called Over, with the uſual certiorari, that all 


6: WW &. aA © 


f 


thoſe who do not then attend, ſhall be taken 


into 
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into cuſtody, no gentleman can be ſure, that 5 1 
his excuſe will be admitted, and therefore ma- 1 
ny think themſelves obliged to attend, though | 35 
their attendance can be of no ſervice, at that 4 
7 time, i to the publick, and may be. of great 1 ; f 
« prejudice to them in their private affairs. 4 
From this conſideration, Sir, I have always 14 
© been of opinion, that a call of the houſe is 1 
neither neceſſary, nor ought to be made ſo of- Il? i 
ten as it is; and ſince, in the laſt ſeſſion, we | 1 
indulged à great many with the privilege of 1 
< being abſent, though, we knew, they had no 1 
5 5 Irchink thoſe that are now abſent have "of 
« reaſon to expect, at leaſt, from them, the ſame 4 


« indulgence. I ſhall not find fault, Sir, with 
© the privilege: | gentlemen took to themſelves 
_ © upon that occaſion: Whatever was their pre- 
« tence, they ſoon found their abſence condemned 
by the whole nation, and, I believe, they have 
* ſinee heartily repented of what they did, which 
makes *me;-and-'I hope, it has made their: ſe- 
veral conſtituents, ready to forgive them. But 
* I cannot forbear taking notice, that the obſer- 
vation made by the honourable gentleman who 
* ſpoke laſt, puts me in mind of a merry paſſage 
in a French play, where a gentleman aſks a ſer- 
vant, how her maſter does? In a fair way of 
doing well, Sir, ſays ſhe, for his phyſicians 
have juſt taken their leave of him. 
© Now, Sir, to apply this to what happened 
* laſt ſeſſion: I muſt obſerve, that after our po- 
{ litical phyſicians had taken their leave of the 
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houſe, as ſome of them did in a very ſolemn ws 
manner, things went better than they had done mat 

for a great while before. Several laws were 1 0 
paſſed, which gave great ſatisfaction to the 1 

| * people; every thing was carried on with great | . 


concord and unanimity; and to the joy of our 
9 fine il e e 1 our enemies 
50 Hit Df 112707 ob ow Ahh 
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„ both at home and abroad, the nation ſoon ap- 


nb 1 

oj 6 
= 

5 


in perfect health and full vigour. Among 
ſeveral wood laws paſs d 1 in that interval, I can- 
not but take notice of the A for granting 4 
liberty to carry ſugurs f the growth, or manu. 


< fatfture. of any of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in 
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America, from the ſaid 8 direłlly to foreign 
pants, in ſhips built in Great Britain, and navi- 
« gated according to law, As our ſugar trade had, 
for ſome time, been in a declining condition, 
this act was as much wanted, as it gave univer- 
ſal fatisfaction when paſſed, except to rhoſe 
whoſe private intereſt led them to be - aa it; 
and yet, if our political phyficians had been at- 


tending, *tis probable, they would have oppoſed 


the bill; for they generally oppoſe every reme- 
dy that is preſcribed by thoſe who muſt. be ſup- 
poſed to be our beſt phyſicians, becauſe they 
have the beſt opportunity of knowing the ſtate 


and circumſtances of the nation. The Ad for 


the more effetiual preventing of a. and de- 


ceitful gaming, was likewiſe paſſed during the 


ſeceſſion, and is a law that muſt be agreeable to 


every one who has a due regard to the morals 
or happineſs: of the people; yet, if this bill 


had been at any other time propoſed, it would, 


perhaps, have been vidlently oppoſed; for, in 
this caſe, as in every other of the like nature, 


it would have been faid, that every new penal 
law was an addition to the power of the crown, 
already too extenſive; which, in my opinion, 


is the fame as if a phyſician mould object to a 
preſcription, becauſe of its being proper for 
giving ſtrength to his patient. 


< For this reaſon, Sir, if the fly: Get t 
were, upon this occaſion, aſk'd ſuch another 
queſtion, Pm afraid, "the: would anſwer, In a 


| very bad way, Sir, or dr phyſicians are, moſt 


e returned. — Bit, 1 
_ am 
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am of opinion, that no gentleman T_— to ab- 

+ fent. himſelf from the ſervice of his country in W 
„this houſe,” when he can, without any great in- Wn 
convenience, attend; and therefore, I ſhall be 0 
x againſt the motion, becauſe. our rejecting it will, 
+ think, be a ſort of: tacit r with re- 


— —-—— 
b . c 4s 2 
Jr 5 + 


gard to thoſe that, without any good reaſon, 'F 
© withdrew. 199 5 1278 Wy laſt: 0 on of Fer- 1 
liament: 1 
ONDAOI gen. Smet ey, > = | 

The lat that + cpeke in ** abt was the Lord A. 


Gage, the : 7:5 hh of 1 E N was re e 725 1 


ff Mr. Speaker, 801i Jy} 
08 7 An . beugen that 0 poke — 2 a 
ſome time ago againſt the motion, allowed, 1 


„think, that the ſeceſſion, as he was pleaſed to ith | 
term it, was the remote, though not the imme- | [ 


C 

« diate cauſe of that alteration: which ſoon after 5 1 
happened in our meaſures. Sir, if it was any | 
cauſe, whether remote or immediate, it has 1 
done fignal ſervice, and has given great ſatisfac- 1 
tion to the nation. But the ſeceſſion could add Ate 
o nothing. to the obſtinacy of the court of Spain; | 
© becauſe that court was before, as obſtinate as it 

vas poſſible for them to be. They never had 

« any inclination,” at leaſt not for theſe twenty 

years, to do us wr con By the convention, 

they neither did us, nor promiſed us any juſtice: . 
They would not ſo much as promiſe, not to do 10 
us any more injuſtice ; for, upon the face of 
the convention it appears, that they would not 
ſo much as promiſe to abſtain from interrupting i 
our navigation, and ſeizing our ſhips in the | 
American ſeas. It is evident, that of late years, wt 
they never had an inclination to have any thing 1] 
to do with us, unleſs it was to plunder; our 1 
merchants, and amuſe our miniſters with fruit- 
8 8 negotiations; and a new foundation for al- 
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© lowing ourſelyes. to be treated in this manner, 
was all our miniſters. got by that famous con- 
vention. This, I am convinced, would have 
been the conſequence, if it had not been for the 
ſeceſſion. Our miniſters would, upon the foun- 
dation of that convention, have gone on to 
treat and negotiate with Spain, phage for 
twenty years more, and the Spaniſh Guarda 
| Cofta's would, in the mean time, have gone on 
in plundering our merchants and interrupting 
our trade, But ſuch a number of members 
withdrawing, upon that convention's being ap- 
proved of, convinced our miniſters, that the 
nation would no longer endure to be treated by 
the court of Spain in ſuch a treacherous and ig- 
nominious manner. Our miniſters from thence 
ſaw, that they muſt begin to fight, either with 
Spain, or with their own countrymen 3 and 
they wiſely. choſe the former, as being the ſafeſt 
for themſelves, as well as the moſt honourable. 

This, Sir, I am convinced, the whole nation 
is convinced, was the real cauſe of that altera- 
tion in our meaſures, which happened ſoon after 
the eceſſion; and therefore, however much it 
was condemned by thoſe that remained within 
doors, it was condemned by no man without, 
unleſs he was ſuch a one as was under a merce- 
nary dependence upon ſome of thoſe that re- 
mained within. By none others, Sir, was it 
ever condemned; and as the gentlemen who 
withdrew upon that occaſion, are no way ambi- 
tious of having their conduct approved of by 
ſuch judges, I am ſure no one of them has ever 
yet repented of what he did; ſo that if the ho- 
nourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt never for- 
gives but upon repentance, thoſe gentlemen 
muſt all yet, and, I believe, for ever will, re- 
main under his wrath, but they are not, thank 
_ © God! liable to his vengeanc. FOR 
e Ahe 
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The only ferious argument I have heard, Sir, 
__ < apainſt the motion is, left it ſhould interrupt or 
_ © effen that unanimity which now appears, in 
© providing for woy thing that may be neceſſary 


© for a vigorous prof: eution of the war, in which, 
« Jam fully ſatisfied, the honourable gentleman's 
« fears are altogether groundleſs. I dare anſwer 
for every one of thoſe who retired from the 
© houſe laſt ſeſſion, and are now abſent, that no 
one of them will oppoſe any meaſure neceſſary 
© for proſecuting the war; and an honourable 


friend of his may, I believe, if he pleaſes, an- 


« ſwer for moſt of the reſt. I am perſuaded, that 


no gentleman who is now in the houſe, or can 


« hereafter be in it, will openly oppoſe providing 
© for à vigorous proſecution of the war; wid 
therefore I ſhall only wiſh, that it may be as vi- 


« oorouſly proſecuted, as it will be unanimouſly 


provided for. | 2 of 
In this ſeſſion of Parliament, therefote, Sir, 
© no gentleman could be under any teal apprehen- 


« fions of à conteſt about any thing relating to the 


© wat, though every member belonging to the 
© houſe were now preſent, and continued ſo till 
© the end of the ſeſſion; but, as the whole nation 
« will expect to hear ſome good accounts of the 
proſecution before next winter, I do not know 
but that we may then have ſome conteſts about 
the war, with regard to its proſecution; and 
therefore there may, perhaps, be ſome amongſt 
us, who are far from wiſhing to ſee a full houſe, 
at any time, during next ſeſſion. If there be 
any ſuch amongſt us, it is certainly their buſi- 
- neſs to prevent the call of the houſe for this ſeſ- 
| fion, becauſe it will be a. precedent for doing the 
* ſame in the next, and will be, in all future 
times, a convenient and agreeable precedent for 


R a 


thoſe that are afraid of having an impartial par- 


* liamentary inquiry into their eonduct. But, for 
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this very reaſon, Sir, I muſt be of opinion, 
that no gentleman who is unfeignedly for a vi- 
gorous proſecution of the war, or the preſerva- 
tion of our conſtitution, can, when he ſeriouſly 
conſiders the conſequences, be for making ſuch 
a dangerous precedent. - 

Thus, I hope, Sir, I have fully anſwered the 
© only ſerious argument I have heard made uſe 
« of, againſt my worthy friend's motion. As 
for all the other arguments made uſe of upon 
the ſame fide of the queſtion, they were rather 
pieces of wit, than pieces of zeaſon; and, as 
« moſt of them were pointed at the gentlemen 
< who, laſt ſeſſion, withdrew from the houſe, 
* they have nothing to do with any thing that 
can be propoſed. in this. But, I muſt obſerye, 
that every one of them either miſſed of its aim, 
or was very improperly applied. If the King 
of Spain reſigned his crown with a real view of 
ſerving his country, he was in the right: If he 
reſumed it again with the ſame view, he was in 


KM GN 


_ ©, the right, and his b were in the right to 


receive him: And as for the diſturbances he has 
« fince occaſioned, believe, moſt of them were 
* originally owing to our miſconduct; therefore, 
« I am ſurprized to hear of them from that fide 


of the houſe. If thoſe who compoſe the ma- 


„ Jority of this houſe, have a mind to prevent 


gentlemens ever having a view of ſerying their 


C *cquntry, by leaving their ſeats; the beſt way is, 
never to purſue ſuch meaſures as are diſagreeable 


to a great majority of the nation; and while | 


they take care to avoid ſuch meaſures, they 
need fear no, diſturbances that any gentleman 
can occaſion, either by leaving or ing his 
« ſeat in this houſe. 

« As for the piece of French wit made uſe of 
© by the honourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt, 


and e by ** of anſwer to the obſervation 
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made by the honourable gentleman that ſpoke 


before him, ſurely, Sir, every one muſt ſee that 


it was miſapplied. If the obſervation is to be 
applied to the members of this houſe, for the 
gentleman that made it, did not, I think, make 
any application, we muſt all look upon ourſelves 
as political phy ſicians; and, indeed, we are ſo: 
We are properly the ſtate phy ſiclans of our 
country, becauſe we are to inquire into its 
grievances or diſtempers, and apply the proper 
remedies. Therefore, if that obſervation. is ts 


be applied to us, we muſt ſuppoſe that ſome of 


us are willing to attend, if we can but get a fee, 


even though we know we can be of no ſervice 


to our country, and that others are unwilling to 
attend, except ,when they think they can be of 
real ſervice to their country. I wiſh, Sir, the 
application had not been made, for whatever 


we may think within doors, thoſe without will 
judge who are over-greedy of fees, and Who 


are not. But, I muſt obſerve, that this piece 
of French wit: proceeded from.the contempt. the 
French phyſicians had then brought themſelves 
into, by their 1gnorance, and by their ſhewing 
a greater concern for their fees, than for the 
health or recovery of the patient. They were, 
at that time, become a proverb among the vul- 
gar, and a ſubject of ridicule in every part of 


that kingdom, except in their own aſſemblies; 


and, if we ſhould, by our ignorance, bring our 
country into misfortunes, or begin to ſhew a 
greater concern for penſions and places than for 
the welfare of our country, we ſhall bring our- 


ſelves into the ſame contempt : We ſhall be- 


come a ſcoff among the vulgar, and a ſubject of 


ridicule in every part of this kingdam, except 


in our own aflemblies. If this ſhould: ever 


come to be the caſe, this French piece of wit 
may then be properly applied, but not to thoſe 
e | R 2 | 


members 
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members that retire from ſuch a contemptible 


« afſembly. It will be applied to the breaking up 


and meeting of Parliament: When our ſeſſion 1s 
© at an end, it will be ſaid, The kingdom is in a 
fair way of doing well, for its phyficians have 
taken their leave; and when we meet again, it 
« will be ſaid, The kingdom is in a dangerous 
<* ſtate, for its phyſicians are, moſt of them, re- 

turned. I hope every gentleman that has a re- 
« oard for the honour and dignity of Parliament, 
© will endeavour to prevent this misfortune; and 
© as, I think, nothing can contribute more towards 
* our falling into a general contempt, than our 
putting a negative upon this motion, therefore, 
1 ſhall moſt heartily give it my affirmative.” 


This motion was at laſt agreed to without a di 
viſion. 


The houſe of Commons having on Monday the 


— 
infor a. 26th of November, given leave to bring in a bill 
me for repiſtering all ſeamen. watermen, fiſhermen, 


lightermen, keelmen, bargemen, and ſeafaring men 
capable of ſervice at ſea, throughout his Majeſty's 
dominions; and the fame being accordingly pre- 
pared, Sir Charles Wager dene it to the houſe, 
on Tueſday the 5th of February, when it was read 

a firſt time; and as ſoon as it was read over, Sir 


Fobn Barnard ſtood up, and ſpoke to the follow- 
a go 


Mr. Speaker, | 

Sc Jon I ] muſt own, Sir, that the want of failors is 
very great, the preſent emergency very preſſing, 
gainſt it. and the ſucceſs of the war much hazarded by 
the difficulty of manning our ſhips: But the ad- 

s miniſtration appears to me neither to act prudent- 

* ly in diſcovering fo publickly the embarraſſments 

with which nothing but their miſcondu& has 

« perplexed them, nor juſtly in demanding e 

; | 6 their 
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their miſtakes ſhould be repaired at the expence 
© of thoſe who deſerve better from their country. 
The averſion, Sir, with which the failors avoid 


6 the ſervice of the crown, is not, I fear, without 


juſt reaſons; but though the gentlemen in the 


< adminiſtration have been long ſenſible of it, yet 
« inftead of removing that averſion by encourage- 
< ment or rewards, they ſeem to rd it as an 
« obſtinacy that muſt be compelled to ſubmiſſion, 
by laws, reſtraints, regiſters and penalties. Be- 
« cauſe the ſailors claim the common privileges of 
Engliſbmen, their governors think it neceſſary to 
« puniſh them for aſſerting their birthright, by 
« depriving them of the ap ce of freedom; 
© for after ſuch a regiſter as is propoſed, a failor 
and a ſlave will be terms of the ſame fignifica- 
tion. 
Nor was it only in the power of the govern- 
ment to have endeavoured the reconciliation of 
the ſailors; they might have uſed more expedi- 
* tious methods for manning the fleet. The ma- 


tines that have been raiſed, too lately to be of 
any ſervice, might with the ſame caſe have been 


* levied ſooner; they might then have been dif- 
< perſed in proper proportions among the crews of 
© our men of war, where, by inſtruction and ex- 
* ample, the bufineſs of a common ſailor might 
have been quickly learned, and our merchants 


© might till have had a ſufficient number of failors 


to enable them to on their buſineſs. 

© Thus far it is evident, that this bill is not ne- 
* ceſlary, or is become neceſſary only by the fault 
of thoſe that propoſe it. But fince paſt errors 
* cannot be recalled, it may be proper to confider 
© the bill as it now lies before us, and examine 
how far the regulations intended by it are adapt- 


5 ed to the ends for which it is drawn up, by what 
arguments it is ſupported, and to what objections: 


* it ſeems to be expoſed. — 
= R 3 9 
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| It is impoſſible to hear the bill read without 
being immediately alarmed at an open attack 

upon the liberty of many thouſands, who have 

« doubtleſs the ſame claim of independency with 

other Engliſhmen, a clatm which they have not 
forfeited by any crimes, and which I believe 
they value too highly to give up for any advan- 
tage that can be offered them in recompence. 
What. reaſon can be aſſigned for placing theſe 
men in a ſtate which every other ſubject would 
diſdain ? If the deſign be to propagate ſlavery, 
and to regiſter one claſs of men after another, 
let the failors, at leaſt, be the laſt that ſhall loſe 
their freedom, Let the firſt regiſter be filled with 
the deſpicable names of penſioners, placemen, 
ſycophants, and dependants ; but let the brave, 
the hardy, the honeſt ſeaman retain his liberty, 
till luxury and corruption, with which the-ex- 
ample of thoſe, whom the world calls his ſupe- 
riors, may in time infect him, ſhall prepare him 
for ſlavery. _ %%% * 
9 | Let us dwell, Sir, a ſhort time upon the ſtate 
| of a ſeaman, regiſtered as it is intended by this 
bill. He muſt appear whenever he is ſummoned, 
at all hazards, whatever be the circumſtances of 
his family, or the ſtate of his private affairs, he 
muſt in many caſes expoſe himſelf to the penal- 

ties of the act, or leave his family at a time when 
his aſſiſtance and direction are abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry. He muſt, if he ſhould by any misfortune 
or negligence, be encumber'd with debt, either 
fall under the diſtreſſes which the breach of this 
law will bring upon him, or lie at the mercy of 
his creditors, perhaps exaſperated by long diſap- 
pointments, or by long practice of ſeverity hard- 
ened in oppreſſion. Nor, if he ſhould either by 
induſtry acquire, or receive by inheritance an 
ample fortune, is he in leſs danger from the bill 
before us; he may be torn from his 3 
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« and forced into hardſhips which no man now 


much farther. 


a X _A 


© undergoes but from the ſenſe of fear or want; 


'<© fo that this bill equally diſables a failor from a- 


« yoiding diſtreſs, or enjoying proſperity. 

Such, Sir, give me leave to repeat it, will be 
© the immediate conſequences with regard to our 
< failors, but the effects of this bill will reach 
That every diſcouragement of 
* our ſeamen is an injury to our merchants, is too 
plain to require proof; and indeed what regard 
has been paid to our traders, is apparent from 
that clauſe of the bill that allows failors to be 
taken from our trading veſſels in America. If 
the unhappy merchants engaged in that branch 
of our commerce, a commerce far more beneficial 
than all others to the Britiſb nation, if - theſe 
men, from whoſe labours we derive all our 
wealth, and that power which is the conſequence 
of wealth, have been ſo unfortunate as to offend 
their miniſterial ſuperiors, let them be puniſhed 
© with all the ſeverity due to ſo enormous an of- 
© fence; let their trade be prohibited, and their 
* ſhips confined at home by a perpetual embargo; 
© but let us not be fo cruel as to ſuffer them to 
« ſend their ſhips to America, and then debar them 
from the poſſibility of returning. 

More needs not, in my opinion, be ſaid to 
ſhew how little this bill deſerves our approba- 
tion; if it ſhould become a law, nothing can be 
expected, but that all who are now engaged in 
the buſineſs of navigation, will leave their em- 
© ployments rather than their liberty. At leaft, 


* 


Sir, thoſe youths whoſe years allow them the 


choice of their profeſſion, will never doom them- 
* ſelves to ſlavery; fo that by manning our navy 


in this manner, we ſhall put an end to our power 


* and our commerce.” 
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William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke next as follows. 


Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir, The diſadvantages ariſing to the nation 


pes echt e by our inability to equip our fleets with that ex- 
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< pedition that war often requires, are, I find, al- 
5 lowed on both fides to be very great. I am ſuf- 
« ficiently convinced of them, and by conſequence 
am of opinion, that we cannot do a greater ſer- 
vice to our country, than by finding out ſome 
expedient by which the naval power of England 
may be exerted, with no greater delays than at- 
tend the military preparations of France or Spain, 
How far the preſent difficulties may be aſcribed 
to the conduct of the miniſtry, or whether they 
might have been prevented by a more early levy 
of marines, I am not able to determine. But 
whatever be the cauſe, the effect may be ex- 
tremely injurious to our trade and our honour; 
and therefore, Sir, it may not be improper to 
make uſe of ſome extraordinary means to ſupply 
the preſent exigence. 

c Nothing could be more for the honour or ad- 
vantage of this nation, than ſome law which 
might ſecure a ſufficient number of ſailors for 
the ſervice of the fleet, without any infraction of 
their liberty, or violation of their civil rights. 
But no man can defend ſuch a ſcheme, as tends 
to deprivg any claſs of our fellow- ſubjects of the 
common privileges of their country, Liberty 
is never to be injured, whatever is ſuffered or 
whatever endangered. 6 
But ſurely the evil is not ſa inyeterate as to 
require ſuch ſevere methods of cure, ſurely re- 
wards may have equal force to allure, as pu- 
niſhments to affright our ſailors into the ſer- 
vice of the crown. Let us rather have recourſe 
to any other expedient than violence and com- 


= 
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pulſion, which can only remove our difficulties. 
« for the preſent, but muſt in reality heighten 
the dreadful apprehenſions which our ſeamen 


already entertain, and drive them into the ſer- 
vice of other nations. 


The preſent bill I can neither intirely ap- 
© proye, nor reject. The queſtions which ariſe 
from a curſory conſideration of it, are of too 
much importance to be negligently determined, 
and involve too many conſequences to be ſoon 
examined in their full extent. I am convin- 
ced, that our naval eſtabliſhment is yet very 
imperfect, and that ſome ſpeedy regulation is 
required: But whether the ſcheme now propo- 
« ſed deſerves the ſanction of Parliament, a more 
* attentive and deliberate ſuryey muſt deter- 
mine. | 5 
I therefore take the liberty to propoſe, That 
the ſecond reading of this bill may be deferred 
for a few days, and that in the mean time it 
may be printed, that every member may have 
leiſure and opportunity to beſtow that conſide- 
ration upon it, which it requires and deſerves.“ 


Admiral Norris ſpoke to the following effect. 


* Sir, The deſign of the bill now propoſed, dun 

'* it is by no means neceſſary to explain, nor can eek. 
* any better proof than our own experience be 
* demanded, how much the preſent circumſtan- 
ces of the nation require this or ſome other 
bill, by which that deſign may be promoted. 
* The importance of the preſent war cannot be 
denied. We have often been told, that our 
* trade and navigation are at hazard, that we are 
f aſſerting the common rights of nature, that 
* we mult now conquer or be undone, and that 
* the conteſt is not for honour, but for life. Yet 
: we ſuffer our ardour to languiſh, and our me- 
ET. ond * * naces 
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naces to be loſt in the air without execution. 
We have indeed put our fleets into commiſſion, 


nominated commanders, and collected naval 
and military ſtores ; but theſe fleets are yet in 


the harbours, and theſe ſtores decaying without 


uſe. For with whatever importunity the na- 
tion might call out for war, whatever venge- 
ance they might threaten, and however they 
might deteſt or deſpiſe the Spaniards, there 
was, perhaps, never ſuch an apparent and ge- 


neral diſlike to the ſea-lſervice diſcovered be- 


tore. Every hardſhip, every difficulty is pre- 
ferred before it, and every expedient practiſed 
to avoid it. Violence and kindneſs are equally 
ineffectual; nor impreſſes can force, nor re- 
wards allure them to the fleet. 

* What is the cauſe of this prejudice, and the 
evils produced by it, perhaps it is now too late 
to inquire. The preſent exigence, Sir, demands 
not long retroſpective diſquiſitions, but ſpeedy 
determinations, and an immediate remedy; 
which, whether we can expect from the bill 
propoſed, muſt be conſidered by the houſe. 
One objection that will be made to it, an ob- 


jection very ſpecious and popular, may be ea- 


fily foreſeen, and, I think, removed with no 
leſs facility; we ſhall be told that it propoſes 
the introduction of a French practice, a prac- 
tice unknown to the conſtitution of England, 
and that the meaſures of arbitrary govern- 
ments are not to be imitated here. Thus gen- 
tlemen may declaim when reaſon is againſt 
them, and oppoſe meaſures not for their conſe- 
quences, but for their original. They may 


condemn a ſcheme becauſe it comes from 


France, and may, perhaps, be applauded for 
their zeal, by noiſy. faction, or unthinking ho- 
neſty; but the cool, the prudent, and the loy- 


15 * eaſily diſcern that ſomething more 15 


— 


=; 8 M8 


A. 1740. 
neceſſary for the ſupport of oppoſition and the 


Kh A « A * La) A A 


A 


R» W GG G Q kn A Ka RM QA M 1h 


DEBATES. 


confutation of argument. By the proſperity 
of the French (that proſperity with which the 
preſent adminiſtration has been ſo. often re- 


proached) it is evident, that many of their 


meaſures deſerve our imitation, and, if our 
conſtitution. be defective, is it not one of the 
great ends of this aſſembly to improve it? By 
whom was 1t advanced from its original imper- 
fection to its preſent degree of excellence, but 
by the ſame powers which are now called upon 
to add one barrier more to its ſecurity ? 
© I own, Sir, that to the method 
many difficulties may be objected ; the elo- 
quence of gentlemen may be diſplayed, and 
their ſagacity exerted in tracing all its conſe- 
quences, -and expoling its imagined tendency. 
But is any conſequence to be apprehended from 
it equally. dangerous with the want of ſeamen 
in time of war? Can we ſuffer by the execu- 
tion of this ſcheme in any degree proportionate 
to the diſappointment of our expeditions, and 
loſs of every opportunity which the weakneſs 


or negligence of our enemies may afford us? 
As every form of government, ſo every me- 


thod of adminiſtration has its inconvenience, 
which will always be to thoſe, who did not 
propoſe it, or who propoſed any other, the 
ſubject of cenſure. + IDE =" 

To try many expedients upon emergencies 
like this, is not practicable ; it ſeems, there- 
fore, prudent, Sir, to put that method in prac- 
tice. which the experience of our neighbours 
proves to have been ſucceſsful. That it has 
been of great uſe to their government, is ap- 
parent from the expedition with which their 
fleets are fitted out, and that individuals have 
not: ſuffered by it may be preſumed from the 


increaſe of: the numbers. of their ſailors, ſince : 


© that 


propoſed 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
that eſtabliſhment. Let us not therefore reje& 
any meaſures, becauſe our enemies have practi- 
ſed them, but let us rather employ their own 
policies againſt them, and ſubdue them by the 
means that have enabled them to reſiſt us. 


He was anſwered by Sir William Wyndham, to 


the following purport. 


Sir, The weakneſs of condemning meaſures 
becauſe they are practiſed by our neighbours, 
or our enemies, has by the honourable gentle- 
man been ſufficiently expoſed ; but he either 
negligently or wilhngly forgets, that to recom- 
mend them from their example only is equally 
trifling. That a ſcheme is a French ſcheme, 
can certainly be no ſuffictent reaſon for treating 
it with contempt or deteſtation ; but that it 
has been executed with ſucceſs in France, cannot 


of itſelf prove, that it will be of equal advan- 


tage to this nation. To receive an alarm at 
the propoſal of eſtabliſhing any part of the 
policy of abſolute governments among us, is 
not the diſcontent of faction, but the caution 
of experience; not the rage of oppoſition, but 


the zeal of integrity. For my part, Sir, if I 
+ know that any practice 1s countenanced in 
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France, it will ſeem at leaſt to prove, that it 
has no tendency to the advancement of liberty, 
and liberty has in all uncorrupt Parliaments 
been their firſt and greateſt care. 

< On this occaſion, Sir, I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that the proſperity of freemen and of 
ſlaves is very different, and therefore is to be 
promoted by different means. The wretches 
that are doom'd to live under the yoke of an 
arbitrary government, whoſe properties, whoſe 
quiet, and whoſe lives depend upon the caprice 


of a deſpotick lord, have but one kind of hap- 
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pineſs to hope for, the happineſs of ſeeing 


themſelves more rich, powerful, and formida- 
ble than the ſlaves. of another Monarch, the 


happineſs of ſeeing their Prince courted by his 


neighbours, and themſelves honoured in fo- 
reign countries, by thoſe who feel the ſame 
miſeries without the ſame alleviations. This 
happineſs, Sir, poor and chimerical as it is, 


we know to be all that the greateſt part of 


mankind appears to enjoy ; and this happineſs 
may be promoted by meaſures like this now 
propoſed to our imitation. An univerſal re- 


giſter of ſailors may enable a Monarch to man 


his fleets with expedition, expedition may pro- 
cure ſucceſs, and fucceſs advance the power of 
his people, and by advancing their power, in- 
jr! © the only happineſs which they dare to 
hope for. The adminiſtration in thoſe coun- 
tries, lies under no temptation to make any 
other uſe of power than to aggrandize their 
Prince, and protect the people from foreign 
enemies. They have no elections to influence, 
nor any oppoſition to contend with; they have 
no new demands of authority to make, nor 
any danger to fear from an oppreſſed nation. 

But the greatneſs of Engliſbmen, the true 
greatneſs of rational beings, conſiſts not in ex- 
tent of dominion, not in the empty ſounds of 
victory and triumph, not in precarious wealth, 
nor in the power of oppreſſing others. It con- 
ſiſts in freedom and independence, in privileges 
not to be forfeited but by their own conſent. 
Commerce, wealth and power, are ſecondary 
means of happineſs, which would, if liberty be 
loſt, be of no value. Liberty is therefore to be 
firſt ' ſecured, nor any other advantages to be 
purſued but by methods confiſtent with the 
rights of a free nation. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
All happineſs, Sir, is attended with ſome in- 
convenience; and liberty is not to be preſerved 
without caution, anxiety, and attention. The 
complicated intereſts of this nation, makes their 
counſels more perplexed and the adminiſtration 
of their government more difficult. When the 
French are engaged in a war with England, they 
have no enemies but the Engliſb to contend with; 
all meaſures, that can contribute to ſucceſs, are 
ſalutary and expedient, becauſe they promote the 


only happineſs which that form of government 


admits of. But the Engliſb have many dangers 
to obviate, and many enemies to engage, they 
may by truſting their governours with unlimited 
authority perhaps become more ſucceſsful in war, 


but what would the ſucceſs avail them, if that 


authority be made uſe of to enſlave them? 


The ſcheme recommended with fo much 


warmth. I grant, Sir, is beneficial to France, 
becayſe it promotes the power of the govern- 
men, and by conſequence the happineſs of that 
ſervile nation, which is happy as the govern- 
ment is powerful. The ſcheme is of uſe in 
France, becauſe the government and the people 
have in reality different intereſts; but it would 
be deſtructive here, becauſe our people and our 
government ought to have the ſame intereſt, or 
if they are ever divided in their views, the in- 
tereſt of the people ought to prevail. 
Having thus ſhewn, how little the example 
of France ought to be regarded; how little the 
meaſures of a government abfolute and: unac- 
countable deſerve the imitation of a people, who 
boaſt of being ſubje& to laws made by them- 
ſelves; I ſhall not engage in ſo ſuperfluous a taſk 
as that of ſhewing how much. the regulation pro- 
poſed in this bill, is inconſiſtent with our conſti- 
tution. Surely nothing is more incompatible with 
| * freedom 
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freedom and independence than reſtraint and 


* compulſion. 
As to the preſent ſituation of our failors, it is 
« ſufficiently deplorable. That honeſt, ee 
0 and brave claſs of men, to which we owe all our 
wer, our riches and reputation, are already ex- 


poſed to hardſhips from which every other ſub- 
0 1 of Great Britain is exempt. Theſe hard- 


« ſhips, Sir, the daily outrages of an impreſs make 
6 ſufficiently apparent. Outrages in themſelves 
© hateful, and in their conſequence deſtructive. 


* outrages,. by which multitudes of the braveſt 


« ſubjects in this nation have been driven to ſeek 
for a kinder treatment from abſolute Princes. 


Nor is it to be wondered at, that they have ra- 


ther choſen to live where they are only ſlaves in 


common with the reſt of the people, than where 


they have the mortification of ſeeing that free- 


« dom which bey. and they only are not ſuffered: 


to enjoy. - 
« It is not without the warmeſt Is mano that 
© an honeſt; mind can conceive a brave, an induſtri- 


ous, a freeborn Engliſhman, torn from his em- 


© ployment, deprived of his bread, and\condemn'd 
© without a crime to ſerve. 3 maſters whoſe 
* tyranny he abhors, or perhaps thoſe whoſe 
© jpnorance he deſpiſes. It is ſurely not without 
* compaſſion, that any man can ſee him at his re- 
turn from a long and hazardous voyage, forced 
into new labours without the intermiſſion of a 


6 ſingle day, and without the ſight of his family, 


for whom he had been labouring. Jet ſuch is 


6 frequently the fate of our ſailors, and even this 


might be, perhaps, forgiven by themſelves, if it 
vas the laſt reſource of a diſtreſſed people, the 
* effect of inevitable and invincible neceſſity. But 
* when it is added to the account of theſe hard- 


; „ ſhips, that they are often the amuſements of- 


Power and arts of an adminiſtration to delude 
; their 
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« their country, ſurely nothing can be more Juftly 
< hateful and execrable. r. OI 
What is intended by the bill now propoſed, 
but to inflict thoſe hardſhips by law which are 


© practiſed, at leaſt, under the pretence of extrace- 


dinary emergencies? What can be the immediate 


_ © conſequence of it, but the ſlavery of thoſe who 


< moſt contribute to freedom? And what can we 
expect farther from it, but that one encroachment 
< on liberty, will make — for another? 
That our fleets are uſeleſs without men, and 
< that from our fleets only we can expect ſucceſs in 
the preſent war, does not require to be proved; 
© nor will it be deny'd that the preſent war is of 
high importance. But ſucceſs againſt the moſt 
formidable enemy, may be purchaſed too dear. 
There are, whatever may be the honourable gen- 
tleman's opinion, many evils which victory itſelf 
cannot countervail. The loſs of fleets, of atmies, 
of dominions, are leſs dreadful, than the loſs of 
liberty. 1 e 
But that this war may be ſucceſsfully proſe- 
< cuted, that the nation may not ſuffer by unſuc- 
< ceſsful hoſtilities after a ſhameful] peace, that the 
« Britiſh flag may recover its honour, and her arms 
© be more ſucceſsful than her politicks, it ſeems 
© neceſſary to form ſome ſcheme for reconciling 
© our ſeamen to the publick ſervice; but ſurely 
they deſerve ſo much regard from us, that all 
gentle methods ſhould be tried, with which I for 
my part ſhall readily concur; but I ſhall oppoſe 
< every thing, as a member of this houſe, to which 
I ſhould not agree, if IJ were myſelf a ſailor.? 


Sir Robert Walpole then ſpoke in ſubſtance as 


KR Aa 


follows. 


Mr. Speaker, La bs = 
Sir, It always portends well to the ſucceſs of 
5 a deliberation, when the contending parties agree 
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upon the reality of the grievance, and tlie ne- 
ceſſity of redreſſing it; becauſe both parties, if 
they be ſincere, muſt in conſequence of their 
principles endeavour to find out ſome means of 
ſupplying the defects which they acknowledge. 
The difficulty of manning our ſhips of war; 
the delays which that difficulty produces, and 
the diſappointments that are the conſequences of 
thoſe delays, ate neither denied nor extenuated. 
The neceſſity therefore of conſulting about the 
proper means of raiſing ſeamen with more expe- 
dition, 18 already admitted. | 
The hardſhips of an impreſs have been long 
dwelt upon, and diſplay'd with all the power of 
eloquence: Nor can it be affirmed that this me- 
thod of raiſing ſeamen is either eligible or legal. 
I am not about to anſwer the objections againſt 
it, but I ſhall ftrengthen them by one more 
forcible, in my opinion, than all the reſt : This 
method has been found ineffectual and inſuffi- 
cient for the attainment of its end. 

* With the experience of former reigns, or 
wars remembered only in books, I ſhall not 
weary your attention; it is too apparent, from 
our own obſervation, that the moſt diligent im- 
preſs may be eluded; and our ſhips of war lie 
inactive in port, for want of men, while multi- 
tudes well acquainted with the ſervice of the ſea, 
lie diſperſed all over the country, ready to ap- 
pear and reſume their occupation as ſoon as the 
impreſs is intermitted, and the demands of the 
government ſupplied. TO 

* Not many months ago, the conimon me- 
thods had been uſed, till not another ſailor was 
to be found; their known places of refuge were 
all ſearched, the river was clear'd, and no ſtra- 
tagem left unpractiſed, by which there was the 
leaſt hope of gaining a ſingle man. Then the 


impreſs was fuſpended, and protections were 
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granted. This alteration of meaſures ſoon made 
it apparent, that there was no want of failors in 
the nation. They burſt out by thouſands from 
their retreats, and entered into the ſervice of 
the traders with more than uſual eagerneſs. No 
leſs than ſixteen thouſand received protections 
from the admiralty, for the ſervice of colliers 
and coaſters only. Such is their obſtinacy to 
decline the publick ſervice, and ſo much are 
the people generally prejudiced in their favour, 
that they will always abſcond and will always 
A 39302 | 
But that this practice is to the laſt degree 
dangerous to the community, muſt be univerſally 
confeſſed, and that the naval armaments of Eng- 
land become far leſs uſeful to herſelf and leſs 
formidable to her enemies, by the delays with 
which they are always obſtructed, delays, which 
the enemy who has no ſuch difficulty to en- 
counter, can always improve to his advantage, 
and which give a ſuperiority, to thoſe powers, 
which muſt otherwiſe become an eaſy, conqueſt. 
While we are publiſhing proclamations, iſſuing 
warrants for impreſſes, and gleaning up our ſailors 
by ſingle men, our ſecrets are betray d, our de- 


ſigns and our enterprizes defeated. | 
To what is it to be attributed, that the naval 
power of France has been ſo ſuddenly. encrea- 
ſed? We have more ſhips of war, more officers 
of experience, and a far greater. extent of com- 
merce. What then can make them formidable 
at ſea, but the facility with which they can 
equip their fleets ? It is to ſmall purpoſe to build 
new veſſels, to caſt new guns, and endeayour 
to aſtoniſh Europe with an enumeration of our 
fleets. Such boaſts will in a ſhort time loſe their 
effect, and be diſcoyered to be nothing more 
than empty ſounds, the farce of war, and the 
* menaces of impotence. To aflert the per 
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© of the ſea, a part of our dominions of the great- 


© eft value, we muſt not only have ſhips but 


« failors, ſailors ready to obey our call, and ruſh 
out on ſudden expeditions. | | 

How much ſuch a regulation would add to 
the natural advantages of our ſituation and our 
coaſts, how much our influence would be en- 


& „* * 


* 


t tleman in this houſe can be ignorant; nor, in- 


deed, have any of the opponents of this bill 


denied the importance of the end propoſed by 
© it, Thoſe that have argued againſt it with the 


«. greateſt warmth, have conſidered it as an inva- 


ſion of liberty, an attempt to ſubje& the ſailors 
to reſtraints and penalties, to which all other 
ſubjects are ſtrangers, a conſideration that has 
produced many pathetic exclamations, and af- 
fecting deſcriptions; many ſevere inſinuations; 


© and zealous outcries, which may, perhaps, have 
© ſome immediate effect upon the hearer, but 
© ſoon evaporate and give way to reaſon and to 


+ juſtice z and, 1 think, it has not yet appeared 


that reaſon or juſtice are againſt the bill. 


»The melancholy repreſentation that has been 


made of the unhappy ſtate of a regiſtered ſea- 
* manz owes every. circumſtance of terror to the 
© ſuppoſition that the powers propoſed by this 


e bill to be granted to the admiralty, will be ill- 


© employ'd'z a ſuppoſition, which the conduct of 
© the gentlemen entruſted with that part of the 
© adminiftration, has made, if not wholly impro- 
* bable, at leaſt unneceſlary ; nor has it been pro- 
ved that this new authority is ſuch as would 
bring with it any temptation to abuſe it. 

Why ny man ſhould be exempt from obli- 
* gations to ſerve his country, it will not be eaſy 
to ſhew ; and what elſe is required of failors by 
this bill, than that they be ready to ſerve their 
© eountry: when „ required? If they 5 
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creaſed, and our power extended by it, no gen- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
laid under any particular penalties upon refuſal, 


it is only becauſe their ſervice is more frequently 


neceſſary, and upon more important occaſions; 


and their hardſhips, if the reſtraints propoſed 


in this bill deſerve that name, is a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of their uſefulneſs, and an honorary 
diſtinction of thoſe men who contribute moſt to 
the ſafety and proſperity of this nation. 


© There is no calumny that I leſs deſerve, and 


very few that I would more carefully avoid, or 
more zealouſly confute, than of being an ene- 
my to the failors, that brave claſs of men to 
whom we are indebted for the honours of war 
and the ornaments of peace, who equally enrich 
and defend their country, and merit equally our 
regard, as ſoldiers, and as traders. Far, there- 


fore, is it from my inclination to expoſe them to 


any other difficulties than thoſe that naturally 
ariſe from their adventurous profeſſion ; far be 


it from me to brand thoſe men with marks of 


infamy, whoſe induſtry procures us moſt of the 
pleaſures of life, and whoſe valour ſecures the 
enjoyment of them, from being imbittered with 


apprehenſions of foreign power. 


The inconveniencies that may enſue from this 
act, will be balanced by ſome advantages: The 
powers now propoſed, may be exerciſed in ſuch 
a manner, as, to make the yoke ſo much dread- 
ed, hardly felt; when the regulations are once 
eſtabliſned, and the prejudices of novelty are 
worn away, the ſailors will find the alteration of 
their condition ſcarcely perceptible, except on 

ticular occaſions, ſuch occaſions as are, even 
in their preſent ſtate, already ſupplied by extra- 
ordinary and violent methods. | 

Let it be however admitted, that after this 
bill ſhall be paſſed, the condition of a ſeaman 
will be ſomewhat leſs eligible than at preſent, 
that he will be leſs maſter of his own u 
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and more ſubje& to the powers of the govern- 
ment, than other Engliſbmen; I do not, even 
upon this conceſſion, diſcover either the injuſtice 
or unreaſonableneſs of this bill ; I cannot think 
it unreaſonable, that ſome meaſures ſhould be 


taken for the ſecurity of the nation, for the ef- 


ficacy of our arms, and for the honour of the 
crown ; and I think the juſtice of that maxim, 
which declares the preſervation of the publick 


to be the ſtrongeſt law, has never been yet con- 


troverted. | 
That ſome expedient of this kind is now ne- 
ceſſary for the benefit of the publick, and may 


ſoon become neceſſary for its preſervation, is 
evident and unconteſted, but from what cauſe 


this neceſſity ariſes, has been made a queſtion; 
it has been imputed by an honourable gentleman 
to the negligence of the adminiſtration, and the 


long delay of levying marines, which he ima- 


gined might have ſupplied the place of ſailors. 
But he forgets that there is no efficacy in the 
name of marines, that qualifies men, raw and 
unexperienced, though raiſed under that denomi- 
nation, to act with readineſs and dexterity in a 
ſea engagement; marines, e with 
the ſea, will act but like mere landmen, and 
the nation that truſts her honour and ſecurity to 
ſuch warriors, is expoſed to hazards from which, 


I hope, this nation will always be ſecure. The 


marines, whatever period he may aſſign as the 
proper time for raiſing them, muſt have been 
yet ſtrangers to more than half their diſcipline, 
however carefully inſtructed, or however diftri- 


buted among abler ſeamen ; and their ignorance 
would have given our enemies a ſuperiority, 


which their own bravery, however exalted by 
themſelves, or their politicks, however magni- 
fied by ſome of our own countrymen, could 
never procure them. 1 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
It ſeems more rational to allot the young and 
unſkilful ſeamen to our trading veſſels, which 
have fewer dangers to fear, and fewer enemies 
to contend with. A man who has practiſed the 
buſineſs .of nayigation but a ſhort time, may 
manage the ſails, and go before the wind, when 
he has nothing to perplex his thoughts and 
diſturb his labour, or has nothing, however, to 
oppoſe, but the winds and the waves; but 
much greater addreſs, much longer practice is 
required to govern a ſhip in a day of battle, 
where the ſtratagems of an enemy are to be de- 
feated, momentary dangers to be avoided, and 
ſudden opportunities to be fnatched, when the 
leaſt negligence or omiſſion cannot be repaired, 
and {kill as well as courage muſt decide the 
day. 2” 
6 If we ſuppoſe, in oppoſition to reafon and 
experience, that the ſame ability is neceſſary in 
the ſervice of the merchants, as in that of the 
crown ; let it be confidered, whether the nation 
will ſuffer more by the miſcarriage of trading 
« veſle]s, or of the royal fleet; whether it is not 


— 


| © better that traffick ſhould be for a time obſtruct- 


« ed, than that our fleets, by which that traf- 
fick is preſerved, ſhould be ruined or endan- 
« gered? | 

K It is therefore evident that ſailors, and none 
but ſailors, are required to ſerve on board our 
< ſhips of war; and to procure a certain, con- 
« ſtant, and ready ſupply of failors, is the ſole 
* intention of this bill; an intention of too much 
* conſequence to admit of being impeded. by an 
+ ill-timed regard for the eaſe of particular per- 
< ſons, or a popular affectation of tenderneſs for 
« liberty. 8 1 8 8 

If example were of any weight, I could urge 
the example of a nation jealous of liberty, and 
« prudent in the tranſaction of affairs, a nation 
385 | ö « wind: 


* . DEBATES. 263 
« whoſe ſucceſs is a ſufficient juſtification of their 7.7 
* maxims. The Dutch, when they are engaged N 
* in war, or upon occaſion fit out a fleet, are al- | 

« ways careful that their ſhips of war are well 
« provided with failors, before their merchants 
© are at liberty to admit any into their ſervice. 
That the importance of trade is well underſtood 
« 
o 
o 
6 
* 
; 
. 


— wo >. <5 
r 
5 — 


5 
— — — 


2 —— * — — 
_ _ 
2 - — — 


K 
= F r 8 
— — FW KS DOT Wor 4. dp ah 
= q 2 — = a. 4 — 4 5 2 8 _ 
— — = oa rate" 
n err r Tad Ir 
A . — Rn 1 2 X 
- 2 Dee XA! — * 
— — . — — 
— — 
on TER 


on — 
2 0 IT _— 
8 5 3 2 8 * 
TEC Sarde 
* RAT 75 


2 — —— ä — ——— — 
* #2 ern —-—-— 
4 2 
= , eee 1 _— - 
n n A 7 e = — 2 
5 3 — an” * * 3 
rr Mr ini a * 3 3 by £ = 
2 * EY 18 Soria e W ** 
— — — * of 1 I . — 
2 — 4 2 © £18743 BY Ls <þ — 2 0 
- — x rg 
2 — 2 1 — by — 
2 CIR CSS —— 
<< — 
= [Poe 2 — 


by the Dutch, was never doubted ; but it appears 
by this practice, that they hold it more advan- 
tageous to proſper in war than in commerce ; 
their embargoes are therefore laid without re- 
laxation, and without diſtinction, nor is a ſingle 
veſſel diſmiſſed from their harbours till their ar- 
mament is compleaet. 5 
This appears to me a ſufficient proof, that 
trade cannot ſuffer by a vigorous proſecution of 
war; at leaſt, as it muſt ſuffer in proportion to 
the duration of the war, thoſe methods by 
which victory and peace will moſt ſpeedily be 
attained, will probably injure it leaſt. 
But, if the example of our neighbours is not 
ſufficient to influence our conduct, let us re- 
view the procedure of our countrymen, in a 
time which every Engliſbman is proud at the re- 
membrance of. In our late war with France, 
that war which an honourable gentleman propo- 
ſed lately as the model of our preſent under- 
takings, among other expedients for promoting 
the ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms, an act was paſſed 
relating to our ſailors, by which, our tradin 
veſſels were allowed no more than one able ſea- 
man and one boy to an hundred tons, beſides 1 
the maſter, mate, and carpenter; nor did even = | 
this allowance, ſparing as it may ſeem, extend | 1 
to veſſels of more than three hundred tons. 
Such are the reaſons, ſuch is the juſtice of 
* this bill, and ſuch is the conduct of our wiſeſt 
neighbours, and ſuch has been our own in our 
moſt happy times, when our policy and our 
. 4 arms 
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arms were equally the terror of the world; 
whether this example ſhall be now followed, 
muſt be left to the determination of the houſe; 
only let me entreat thoſe gentlemen, that ſhall 
declare their diſapprobation of the bill now be- 
fore us, not to give way to foreign reflections, 
injurious inſinuations, or undeterminate cenſures, 
and general exclamations; the importance of 
the queſtion demands a different behaviour. It 
is now inquir'd, whether our arms ſhall aſſert our 
claim to an open and uninterrupted navigation, 
whether our trade ſhall be protected, our flag 
honour'd, and our injuries redreſs'd, whether 
our menaces ſhall raiſe terror or contempt, and 
our declaration of war diſcover our power to 
Europe or our folly. It is now inquired, whe- 
ther our fleet ſhall- aſſert the dominion of the 
ſea, or remain in our ports for want of ſailors. 
_ + Surely, the moſt unprejudic'd and ſerious deli- 
beration is neceſſary on this occaſion ; and, that 
every gentleman. in this houſe may have an op- 
portunity of conſidering it at leiſure with the at- 
tention which it muſt be confeſſed to deſerve, 
and form ſuch ſchemes as may ſecure the trade 
and honour of the nation, without any invaſion 
of the liberty of particular perſons ; I willingly 
add my voice to the honourable: gentleman's pro- 
poſal, That the bill be printed, and the ſecond 
reading delay'd to a proper time.“ 
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Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſpoke to this effect. 
< Mr. Speaker, 


* « Sir, All that can be urged in favour of ſuch an 


Y ſpesch. © eftabliſhment, as is propoſed by this bill, has 
been produced by the right honourable gentle- 
man; all the force of eloquence, and all the 
« dexterity of argumentation have been imploy'd 
on this occaſion, and might perhaps have pro- 


« duc'd 


— » 


A. 1740. DEBATES, | 
«+ duc'd greater effects, had they not been deprav'd 
by ſome of the artifices of ſophiſtry, and frauds 
of miſtepreſentation; for nothing is more certain 
« than that the number of ſeamen to whom pro- 
« te&tions are reported to have been granted, was 
< magnified beyond the truth. Sixteen thouſand 
« proteCtions might perhaps be granted, but not all 
of them to ſailors; the arbitrary practices of the 
« officers, entruſted with deſpotick authority by 
« warrants of impreſs, have made it neceſſary for 
others to procure protections, for the ſecurity of 
« what no man has a right of violating, their per- 
« ſons and their liberty: Not only our ſailors have 
been dragg*d out of our trading veſſels, but paſ- 
« ſengers, ſtrangers to the art of navigation, have 
been hurried away without any reſpect to their 
« remonſtrances however reaſonable, or evidence 
* 
6 
(9 
o 


however clear. Paſſengers, therefore, have 


thought protections neceſſary, and to paſſengers 
a third part of thoſe protections were probably 

* given, So that the moſt plauſible part of the 
argument is much weaken'd, and- indeed, the 
whole will ſoon fall before a ſtrict examination. 
With regard to the failors, it is only urged in 


them, that the power of the admiralty may be 
exerted in ſuch a manner as to be leſs grievous 
than 1s feared : But what makes the difference 
between a ſlave and a freeman, except that the 


of the other in the hand of his maſter? I hope 


every Engliſþman will think himſelf miſerable, 
whenever he may be made miſerable at the 
choice of another. 


With regard to the neceſſities of the publick, 


if our affairs require that part of the people 
© ſhould be made ſlaves, I do not ſee how thoſe 


that have been intruſted with the adminiſtration 
f can be cleared from the charge of introducing 
9 ſlavery; 
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the extenuation of the hardſhips impoſed upon 


happineſs of one is in his own power, and that 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1746, 
© ſlavery ; and if one claſs of men muſt be facri- 
« fic'd, every man will endeavour to exempt him- 
+ ſelf and his poſterity from that unhappy number. 
This bill will be particularly dreadful to thoſe 
men that ply upon the inland rivers, men very 
* uſeful to the community, and beneficial to trade, 
9 2 who never ſaw the ſea, and have the ſame 
rehenſions of it with other landmen; theſe 
© will ſoon be driven from their calling by the 
* dread of ſuch coercive laws, and put an end to 
all the advantages which ak per waters pro- 
© duce to I" 0 


The bill was accordingly undeced to bs read a 
ſecond time, and to be printed, which of courſe 

t off the ſecond adn for ſome days; and the 

ill being accordingly printed and delivered to the 
members by the 12th, it was then ordered to be 
read a ſecond time on that day fevennight. Ac- 
cordingly, on Tueſday the 19th, it was read a ſe- 
cond time, when the Lord Gage ſpoke againſt its 
being committed, as follows, Viz. 


5 oe Speaker, | 

Sir, 1 have attended to the PR of this 
bill, and am confident, that did the gentlemen, 
« who brought it in, fee the conſequences of it, in 
the ſame light as I do, and indeed almoſt every 
body, that ever I heard ſpeak of it, they never 
« would have done it. 

« The bill is no more than almoſt an exact copy 
of the ordinances for the ſea ſervice, made uſe 
of in a neighbouring kingdom, without conſider- 
ing the different effects of its operation, in a a free 
* country and an arbitrary one. 

I have often been in France; and by my ac- 
* quaintance there, with thoſe who are at the head 
of marine affairs, had opportunity of making 

© myſelf * maſter of one of the fineſt re- 


* gulated 


1 
1 


fu 0 bo 


TW SW: 


$ gulated plans for an arbitrary country; which. is, 
their method of regiſtering their ſeamen and 
* manning their fleetsz and though no one man in 
France is to regiſter himſelf, as preſcribed by this 
+ bill, or is ever impreſs'd, yet, if at any time the 
King of France gives his orders to have his fleet 


_ © mann'd, in fix weeks time, with 20 or 30,000 


$ ſeamen, tis performed to the very day: But this 
* proceeds from the good uſage and encouragement 
the ſailors meet with there, _ 

As to the bill before us, give me leave to ſay, 
© it is the moſt flagrant, bare-fac'd attempt upon 
the liberties of his Majeſty's ſubjects, throughout 
all. his dominions, that ever was brought into 
Parliament: But I ſhall ſpeak of it, only as it 
« relates ta M ..f„ 20 nts 7 

Where, in the firſt place, it is not only to en- 
ſlave, for the beſt part of their lives, upwards 
* of one hundred and fifty thouſand free born ſub- 
jects, and to inveſt the crown with an abſolute 
power over them; but alſo, thereby, to give 
the crown a farther power of influencing the 
elections throughout England: Both which points, 
* beſide the diſtreſſing of all trade, which muft 
ruin the nation, I ſhall endeavour to make out 
from the bill, Fr EE ona, 

To prove that the ſcope of this bill is to en- 
* ſlave ſuch a number of his Majeſty's free-born 
ſubjects, *twill be ſufficient to quote the very 
words of it, which ſet forth, That all ſeamen, 
* fiſhermen, lightermen, bargemen, keelmen, 


* boatmen, trowmen, watermen, and all other his 


© Majeſty's ſubjects, within the kingdom of Great 
* Britain, &c. who get their livelihood by going 
* to ſea, or by following any buſineſs upon the 
* water, being, as I ſuppoſe is intended by this 
* bill, of the age of eighteen years or upwards, 
but under the age of forty, ſhall be regiſter'd, in 
* purſuance of this act, and obliged to ſerve his 

; | * Majeſty, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
Majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, in the royal 
navy, when, and as they reſpectively ſhall be 
ſummon'd or wanted thereto, by the reſpective 
officers, appointed and to be appointed, by vir- 
tue, and in purſuance of this a&. 

Not fatisfy*d, Sir, with the arbitrarineſs of 
this clauſe, the bill goes on farther and fays, 
That if any perſon required, or liable to be re- 
giſter'd, in purſuance, or within the meaning of 
this act, ſhall negle& or refuſe to be regiſter'd 
accordingly, within the times, herein after limit- 
ed; every -perſon ſo offending ſhall be puniſhed 
with death (being the puniſhment, I ſuppoſe, 
intended by this bill) ſo that theſe poor people 


R «& 
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own accord to be enrolled ſlaves. 
Now, Sir, I would defy even Konli-Can to ſend 
a more arbitrary mandate to any of his conquer'd 
countries, than this bill would be, if paſs'd into 
a law. But let us lay aſide the enflaving part, 
and conſider the conſequences, that would ariſe 
from the bill. 

In the firſt place, all our ſeafaring men, who 
are naturally of a roving diſpoſition, will, when 
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eſcape them, of running away from theſe officers, 
.and of taking refuge in foreign countries, where 
there are no laws to confine them to an involun- 
tary ſervice. 5 1 | 

© In the next place, it would effectually deſtroy 
all future nurſeries of ſeamen ; for what parents 
will bind out their children to ſeafaring people, 
or to thoſe who follow any bufineſs on the water, 
when they know it 1s the infallible means to en- 
flave them for the beſt part of their lives, and to, 
poſſibly, deprive themſelves of ſupport from 
their children, ſhould they want it in their old 
age? | ee . 
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are to be hanged, if they do not come of their 


under ſo ſevere a bondage, let no opportunity 
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« By theſe means, and the reſtraints likewiſe, by 
this bill laid on merchant-ſhips being fitted out, 
not only the greateſt part of our foreign trade 
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navigable rivers, muſt ſuffer from the ſame rea- 
ſons. And, 3 88 | | 
In time of war, I dare ſay, no merchant-ſhips 
would be mann'd, without the owners firſt bri- 
bing one of theſe new-appointed officers : Nor 


« would any one of theſe poor enregiſtered ſlaves 


ever be able to obtain leave, to go any voyage 
« for the ſupport of themſelves and families, with- 
« out firſt paying a gratuity ; the bill ſaying, they 
© are not to move from their places of reſidence, 
« without leave of their officers. 5 
But now, Sir, let us conſider, what a pret- 
« ty parcel of officers (the chief of whom, I 
« ſuppoſe, will be brought into Parliament, to 
add to the number of placemen) are to be diſ- 
« perſed throughout every county in England, as 
« well as in the ſeveral diſtricts of each county, 


who would be as abſolute there as any of the 


Grand Signior's Baſhaw's ; and then ſee, whe- 
« ther this will not make out my ſecond objection 
« to this bill, viz. the influence they muſt have 
© had on elections. For, Ta 
The bill ſays, That all the dominions of the 
crown of Great Britain ſhall be divided and 
« diſtinguiſhed into different and diſtinct diviſions ; 
© and that each of the ſaid diviſions ſhall, and 
may be ſubdivided, and diſtributed into ſo many 
inferior or ſuborninate diſtricts, as the Lord 
High Admiral of Great Britain, or Commiſſi- 
* oners for executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain, by inſtruments or 
© writing under the ſeal of the office of Admiral- 


ty, ſhall reſpectively order, preſcribe, direct, 
and appoint, This, Sir, confirms what I faid, 


* 
— 2 


might be loſt; but alſo, all our inland trade on 
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© as to the number of officers, that would be 
< diſperſed throughout the kingdom. 

Now, Sir, I ſhall ſhew you from the bill, 
under whoſe. command they would have been; 
© it being therein declared, That the ſeveral offi- 
« cers to be appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall from 
© time to time, and at all times, be ſubject to the 
government, direction, ſuperintendency, and 
controul of the Lord High Admiral, or Com- 
miſſioners for executing the ſaid office; and that 
„it ſhall be lawful for them, at all times, to no- 
minate, appoint, remove, diſplace, and ſubſti- 
i tute ſuch officers and ſervants,” as ſhall, to 
them, ſeem neceſſary and expedient. | 

This, Sir, plainly makes out, that the Admi- 
© ralty has the abſolute command over the officers 


deſigned to controul theſe poor enregiſter'd 


© flaves; and as no body can deny, but that the 
6 Algier, or at leaſt the crown, has the entire 
command of the admiralty, of conſequence the 
crown would have the power to influence moſt 
of the elections in England, by cauſing thoſe 
who are enregiſtered, and have votes for any 
county or borough, to be either ſent abroad, or 
kept at home, as may, beſt ſerve its purpoſes. 
© By what I have faid, I think, I have elearly de- 
_ © monſtrated the power this bill gives the crown 
over all the elections in England. 


A 


The bill, indeed, fays, That theſe officers | 


' ſhall always ſelect and make choice of thoſe, 
who, from teſtimonials: and certificates; ſhall 
appear to have been longeſt out of the ſaid ſer- 
vice: But what penalty does the bill fix on the 
officer, if he does not? Why, none at all. 
But, 

Su bo A lty, what would it 
* Ganif}? Would not realy eaſily avoid it; 
<-and for the ſake of a gratuity, or with a view 


to elections, let them ſtay at home, whoſe 1 
7 


ES RY 1 


« it was to go abroad, under the 1 of be⸗ 
ing fick or lame? The truth of which, if in- 
« quired into, would always be confirmed by the 
« perſons favoured. Thus he would be ſcreen'd 
from the neceſſity he ſhould lie under of ſend- 
ing his quota of men, by ſupplying the defici- 
© ency of theſe occaſional fick and lame men, 
from among ſuch as were not in turn to go into 
the ſervice. And then, Sir, every man who 
© had a vote, or who he knew would give it con- 
« trary to his directions, would certainly not be 
forgot to be ſent out of the way. 
I have taken the liberty of troubling this 
«* houſe with only two objections to this bill; but 
« were it not for treſpaſſing too much upon their 
« patience, I could point them out twenty others 3 
though with me, what I have already ſaid, is 
« ſufficient to determine me againſt the commit- 
ting of a bill, the baſis of — 
of free horn ſubjects. 


And the inconveniencies and dangerous con . Bill dropp' 
quences of the bill were made ſo evidently appear 
by the faid noble Lord, and ſeveral other worthy 
members, that when the motion was made for its 
being committed, the queſtion was carried in the 
negative, without a diviſion, which put an end 
to the bill, And upon this bill's being thus 
drop'd, the houſe immediately reſolved, That 
this houſe: will, upon Monday morning next, re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, 
to confider of heads of a bill for the further and 
better encouragement of ſeamen to enter volunta- 
rily into his Majeſty's ſervice ; in which commit- 
tee ſeveral reſollitions were agreed to, but no- 


thing further done, The ee were as 1 
lows, VIZ. 
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2. That it ſhall extend to all the dominions of 
* crown of Great Britain. 
3. That the fraternity of Trinity- Hos of Dept- 
ford Strond be intruſted with the management of 
the ſaid regiſter, with power of appointing infe- 
rior officers and ſervants, neceſfary for the execu- 
tion of the ſaid truſt. 

4. That a certain ſum of money be paid to 
every man who is willing to regiſter. 

5. That every. regiſtered man ſhall be obliged 


to give an account of the _ of his abode to 


the regiſter-office. 
6. That the regiſtered men ſhall be divided in- 


to claſſes. 


7. That a yearly penſion be allowed to every 
regiſtered man, who ſhall be diſabled in fight, 
— and above ſuch allowances as are now given, 
and a yearly periſion to every widow of a regiſter- 
ed man, flain in fight, over and above the preſent 
allowances made to ſuch widow, and if the party 
leaves any children, that each of them have a 
yearly penſion, until they arrive at the age of 
fourteen. _ 

8. That every regiſtered man be exempted 
from 2 King's or pariſh taxes, or ſerving 
in any pariſh offices, or ſerving 1 in or 1 
towards the militia. 

9. That none be preferred to be fen ty officers 
in any of his Majeſty's ſhips but regiſtered men. 

10. That all petty officers in merchants ſhips, 
as boatſwains, gunners, c. be choſen out of re- 
giſtered men, 

11. That all men who ſhall regiſter themſelves, 
1 remain on the regiſter no longer than to a cer- 

age. 

12. That all men who ſhall have continued on 


the regiſter to a certain age, do enjoy Wl = ad- 


— — men . 
13. That 


+ 


their wages in certain proportions. 


13. That all regiſtered men ſhall have the pre- 


| ference of being admitted into Greenwich-Hoſ- 


. 4 | 
14. That all captains and commanders of his 
Majeſty's ſhips of war, who ſhall be applied to in 


foreign parts, ſhall take on board any regiſtered 


men, and the men ſo taken on board, ſhall from 
that time be deemed part of the ſhip's company, 
and receive wages accordingly. 

15. That regiſtered men be allowed to go into 
the merchants ſervice, when the ſervice of his 
Majeſty ſhall not require them; and that the 
0 officers do give them certificates for the 
ame. | 


16. That 


regiſtered men be entitled to receive 


oat 


17. That all ſeamen now abſconding in foreign 


parts, or at home on account of running of goods, 


who ſhall enter on board any of his Majeſty's 


ſhips, and claim the benefit of this regiſter, ſhall 


be entitled to their pardon, except perſons who 
have been concerned in actual murder. 


18. That all regiſtered men, who ſhall be ſum- 
moned to appear on board any of his Majeſty's 


ſhips, and ſhall negle& or refuſe to do the ſame, 


ſhall be ſubject to be puniſhed as deſerters. 
19, That all foreign ſeamen, who ſhall claim 


the benefit of this regiſter, ſhall be entitled to all 


the rights and privileges of natural-born ſub- 


jects. 0 


20. That the truſtees of charity-ſchools, for 
the education of boys, ſhall be obliged to put 
forth apprentice to the ſea ſervice, ſuch as ſhall 
find maſters willing to take them. _ 

21. That the regiſtered men ſhall wear ſome 


| honorary mark of diſtinction. 


22. That the regiſter-office be obliged to 
give an account to the Lord High Admiral, or 


the Commiſſioners for executing the office of 


e Lord 
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Lord High Adiniral for the time being, of all the 


men that ſhall be regiſtered. ; 

2.3. That the regiſter-office ſhall, on the receipt 
of an order from be Lord High Admiral, or the 
Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral for the time being, for any number 
of men contained on the regiſter, iſſue out their 
order for the faid number of men to appear, ac- 
323 to the order directed to them, as afore- 


Thurſday, February 21. The houſe of Com- 
mons was moved, That the addrefs of the houſe 
to his late Majeſty, (contained in the journal 
© of the houſe of March 31, 1715.) That his ſaid 
« Majeſty would be pleaſed to direct, that all pow- 
ers, inſtructions, memorials, letters, and papers, 
< relating to the then late negotiations of peace and 
© commerce, and to the ceflation of arms, might 
be laid before the houſe, may be read.“ 


Which was read accordinly ; and then the 
houſe was moved, That the journal of the 
© houſe of the gth of April following, in relation 
to the appointment of a committee of ſecreſy, 
to whom the ſaid powers, inſtructions, memo- 
rials, letters, and papers, then preſented to the 
© houſe were referred, might be read.” | 


Which being alſo read accordingly, ' William 
Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke in fubſtance 
as follows, viz. | | | 


Mx. Speaker, 5 

Sir, For as fond as moſt Kings are of arbi- 
* trary power, it is certain, the Sovereign of theſe 
< kingdoms is in a more happy and ſecure condi- 
tion, than any abſolute ſovereign upon earth; 
© becauſe, by our conſtitution, and .as long 7 8 
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has its due effect, neither the diſcontents nor 


the reſentment of the people, can ever affect the 


throne: In abſolute, as well as limited monar- 
chies, it is not only the duty, but'the buſineſs 


of the Sovereign to preſerve the affections and 


efteem of his ſubjects; becauſe upon this alone 
his ſecurity and power muſt neceſſarily depend. 


I know, Sir, that in abſolute monarchies, ſup- 
ported by ftanding armies, the ſecurity and 


wer of the Sovereign depends upon the army, 
and not upon the people ; but, in ſuch govern- 
ments, the people are not properly ſubjects : 
They are the mere flaves of the Sovereign and 


his army; and are in the ſame ftate with the 


Villaui in our antient conſtitution, who were 
neither allowed to have arms, nor to know the 
uſe of arms. In ſuch governments therefore, 
the gentlemen of the army, and they alone, 
are properly to be called ſubjects, and upon their 
affections and eſteem, the ſecurity and power of 
the Sovereign muft depend ; for when a diſcon- 
tent among them becomes general and violent, 
they mutiny, and ſuch mutinies, as we may 
learn from the hiſtories of all ages, are generally 
fatal to the Sovereign as well as his minifters, 
without making any diſtinction between the in- 
nocent and guilty. This is a danger which an 
abſolute Sovereign muſt always lie expoſed to, 
and the misfortue is, that, as none but the tools 
of miniſters and favourites are uſually allowed 
to approach the throne, the King knows no- 
thing of the diſcontents of his ſubjects, till he 
hears of their having thrown aſide their alle- 


glance. Then, both his ſecurity and power 


muſt depend upon the ſucceſs of his arms; and 
neither can be re-eſtabliſhed, but by the death 
of a great number of his ſubjects. 

From hence, Sir, it is evident, that the So- 


vereign of theſe kingdoms muſt always be in 


'F 2 greater 


— 


a 1 4 
7 6 > « * "a J 8 
Mb EE, ow 0 UE, net =" _— © A, — 

e r DN — — 
1 — — g — — Ds - yy - — — 4 = 
Rr — K 2 r 1 
* — CROSS — —— — — 

.. — — £ 5 — = 7 5 . 

* 1 1 3 r . n P = > 


* — — — 
PEERS 


,„ſ FEY * _ Hh — +» yn * — 


8 AA — * * — Wn ab 
— entnnks > - — — < 22 —.— 
—— ——— - mY 


— 
— 


EIS 


EE GEL gs 


y 
4 
31 | 

= 
it 0 

1K. 

1 
1 4 
1 
A z 

1 

l 
4 
[>] 

TS 

'% _ 

o 5 8 

' 8 

13: 8 
I — 
44 

"Lis 
* 7 
; : "2 
£319: 
3 8 
5 * 

4 8 
. . 

wn 8 i 
OF: | 
1 
1 
Hh] bf 
4. 

7 8 
1 : 

1 4 

i= 3»; 6 
BY. 
1 A 
it 
[1 i 
1s) | 

y T 

Fl 

( 

+ nl 

+ . 

17 _ 

'T 4 

L 
1 i 
5+ 

1 

Tx 

= 2; fl 

* 0 

1 

„ 

17 

4 : bo 

"3 $ 

3 B 

2.1 
K-11 4; 

" 

1. 3 ans 

wn ot Bf 

3 

: 
14 $ ; 

(5-1! 

1 3 

1 

1 y 
6008] 5 

ry : 

14 a 
5 HM 

{ + 
" 'S f 
1 8 
105 x 
77 * 
* : 

0 * * 
* i 
1 
} - 

& 1 
A L 

al 13 
8 

N 

1 
aN 
278 

1 

* : 

m8 

19 bh 
3: (7 

6 34 E. 
4 * 

13 Y 

HY 

7 | 

8 

4598 
1 4 
6 3! 

+ 
13 3 
* 1 

1 

bs 31 

; 

1 
WH? f 
Ws * 
% | l p | 7 
1 

1 2 F 

© 1} 

IS + 2 
3) 7 : C 

A . - 
3 13 

wh N 8 

4 1 

Oo U 
ils; } al 
$27 3+ 

: * 

4 7 

C3 4 
R 5 

1 

1 

a 

ut } 9 
I = = 
5.5 = 

48 
; W F; 
11 
| Th 4 
i = 
1 
N 
* 
> 
f 1 
1 
q + 
i 1 
| * VP 
1 
FF 

* 
1 2 
” | 

0 at 
l 4 5 
in 4 

74 5 

ns 

Wy 01 

SS 

ts 1 

yi 3 Wo 

1 
[ f * 

+ 

3H 

15 * 
15 
. 'n 
I 
> _ 

2 
. © 

1 
700 U 

31 

4 0 

” 

4 k 

[2 F- 

1 "Ss 
4 . 

q 

1 

nf 

a — 6 

3 = 

+3 8 

N 

8 8 

* 3 
7 

« 7 

* 

1 

bl < 
ate 

#Y 

CE - 

” 

v Ws 

3 

14 

1 

* 4 f 

1. 2 

4 3 

30.1.1 of 

i 

14 1 

11 

1 2 

* . 
pi » 

17 

9 1 

2 1 

13 1 

ih # 

94 \ 

4, = 

es; * 

1 


r 
1%» 
8 
9 i 


2 


A 


ft 
—F 
* 
14 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


« greater ſecurity than any abſolute monarch. By 
the conſtitution of our lem while it is 
preſerved entire, the King can do no wrong. 
If any weak or wicked meaſures are purſued, 
his miniſters only are to bear the blame. The 
King can never ſuffer by ſuch meaſures, either 
in his perſon, or Royal Dignity, unleſs he ſets 
himſelf up as the ſcreen of his miniſters, and 
as a buckler for defending them againſt the pub- 
lick juſtice of the nation, which he never can 
do whilſt our conſtitution is preſerved. Whilſt 
our Parliaments are allowed to fit, and to be 
free and independent, they never will . allow 
their Sovereign to take upon himſelf the blame 
of his miniſters, nor will they allow diſcontents 
to grow general amongſt his ſubjects. When 
diſcontents begin to grow general, there muſt 
have been ſome fault in the adminiſtration, or 
the people muſt have been miſtaken or miſled. 
If the latter of theſe be the caſe, an impartial 
and ſtrict inquiry by a free and independent 
Parliament, will rectify the miſtakes of the peo- 
ple, and dire& their reſentment againſt thoſe 
that led them into an error. And when the diſ- 
contents of the people proceed, as they gene- 
rally do, from any real weakneſs or wickedneſs 
in the adminiftration of our publick affairs, an 
inquiry of this nature will point out to the peo- 
ple, the miniſters that have diſobliged them, 
and to the crown, the ſervants that have be- 
trayed it. A free and independent Parliament 
will not only tell the King that the people are 
diſpleaſed with the conduct of his miniſters, 
but it will diſtinguiſh between the innocent and 
guilty. The latter it will tear from behind the 
throne, where ſuch miniſters always endeavour 
to take refuge, and thus, by clearing the 
throne of guilt, it will reconcile the hearts of 

< the people to their Sovereign. . 
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DEBATES. 
In this, Sir, the ſuperior happineſs and ſecu- 


rity of the Sovereign of theſe kingdoms conſiſts, 


and from this we may ſee the duty that every 
gentleman, as a member of this houſe, owes to 


his King as well as his country. When any 
gentleman of this houſe becomes ſenſible of 


complaints, clamours, or diſcontents among the 
people of that part of the kingdom he repre- 
ſents 3 and that thoſe complaints, clamours, or 
diſcontents are growing general, he is, in duty to 


his Sovereign as well as his country, obliged 


to move for an inquiry into that part of the 
conduct of our adminiſtration, which occaſioned 
them; and every gentleman who thinks there 
are any ſuch, 1s obliged to join with him in the 
motion, even though he ſhould think, that 
there is no real ground for ſuch complaint, cla- 
mour, or diſcontent ; becauſe, in duty to our 
Sovereign, we are obliged to inform him of 
every diſcontent that ariſes in any part of the 
kingdom, and, in duty to the people, we are 
obliged to give them ſatisfaction; by puniſhing 
the guilty, if the diſcontent ſhould, upon in- 
quiry, appear to be well grounded; by con- 
vincing them of their error, if it ſhould be 
found they have been deceived. This, Sir, is 
our duty. Upon the performance of this duty, 
the ſuperior ſecurity of the Sovereign of theſe 


. kingdoms depends, and therefore every gentle- 
man of this houſe will certainly perform his 
duty in this reſpect, unleſs he be more attached 


to the ſecurity of the King's miniſter, than to 
the ſecurity of the King himſelf. In abſolute 


monarchies the Sovereign can expect no ſuch ſe- 


curity, becauſe, no man can, in ſuch govern- 
ments, come into any of the King's councils, 
but ſuch as are recommended by the King's firſt 
miniſter, if the King be weak enough to have 


ſuch a one; but, as no gentleman, I hope, 
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PaRLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
comes here by the recommendation of any mi- 


niſter whatever, in this houſe his Majeſty may 


always, I hope, depend upon an honeſt and 
fair information. pt EE 
This being the duty we owe both to our King 
and country, I muſt defire, that every gentleman 
would confider, what 1s faid among the people, 
of our late convention with Spain, and the ne- 
gotiations by which we were brought into that 
diſhonourable and ridiculous treaty. Is not that 


tteaty condemned by every man in the nation 


that dares ſpeak his mind? Did it not, as ſoori 
as it was publiſhed, raiſe a moſt general clamiout 
in every part of the kingdom? Theſe diſcon- 
tents at preſent lie ſmothering under the hopes 
of a ſucceſsful war, but they are far from hein 

removed or extinguiſhed. The people are Ri] 
convinced, that the treaty was a moſt deſtructive 
and diſhonourable meaſure: That the honorir of 
the nation was-negotiated away, the juſt claims 
of our plundered metchants given up, the South- 


Sea company abandoned, and the freedom of 


our trade and navigation left in a moſt precatious 
ſituation; and all for the ſake of furniſhing 
ſome gentlemen with an excuſe, for not havin 

made the proper uſe of thoſe waflike prepata- 
tions, which had been made at a great expefice 
to the nation. This, Sir, is the way of think- 
ing amongſt a great part of the people, and 
whilſt they think ſo, can we ſuppoſe they will 
be fatisfied, or that they will forgive thoſe who 
led the nation into ſuch deftruaive meaſures ? 
Theſe diſcontents do not as yet, I hope, affect 
the throne, but if we do not take care to re- 
move them, they may, they probably will; 
and we can remove them no other way, but by 
a ſtrict and impartial inquiry inte the Meaſures 
that occaſioned them. Whether thoſe meaſures 
were wrong, whether the diſcontents of the 


people 


* a Ks 


© becauſe, the people wi 


read to you; and when thoſe papers were 
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« people be well or ill grounded, fignifies nothing: 
© It is ſuffictent cauſe for an inquiry, that there are 
£ ſuch diſcontents among the people; and that 
© there are, I beheve, no gentleman will deny. 
If they are well founded, we are bound, in 


duty to our country, to puniſh thoſe that occa- 


© ſtoned them, or at leaft to remove them from 
our publick councils: We are, in duty to our 
Sovereign, obliged to remove weak or wicked 
£ counſellors from about the throne, and to ſhew 


the people that his Majefty is not to be blamed. 


© If theſe difcontents are without foundation, if 


© there was no weakneſs nor wickedneſs in our 


© late peaceable negotiations, nor in the conven- 
© tion, which was the iflue of them, and which, 
« I think, was the perfect picture of its parent, 


we ſhall be able, by an inquiry, to convince the 


people of their miſtake, which will be of great 
© advantage to us, in the 1 of the war; 

8 pay their taxes with 
+ pleaſure, when they conſider that the publick 
< money is under the management of thoſe who 
know how to apply it, and certainly will appl. 
© it, to the beft advantage ; and our armies, bot! 


© by fea and land, will act with courage and ala- 


< crity, when they have a confidence in the wiſ- 
dom and ſkill of thoſe that conduct them. 

For this reaſon, Sir, if we have any regard 
© to our Sovereign, or to the ſucceſs of his arms, 


which are now employed, and will, I hope, be vi- 


< gorouſly employed, in vindicating the honour and 
< the rights of the nation, we ought to inquire into 
that part, at leaft, of our late conduct, which 
© relates to the convention with Spain; and there- 


© fore, I ſhall conclude with a motion for 8 


all the papers relating to that negotiation Jai 

© before the houſe. This motion is faunded upon 

* a very famous precedent, which has been aik 
Jai 


4 before 


279 


6. ß ²⁵:!⅛h 33 ar canoe ——— 
= TIE ox . : . - 


— 


88 
—_— 


— ERS no ON 1 — — — „F H E nR 
pn — — * oo _— - - — em ay . 

— — 5 1 — —— — —-— 
— og N 5 — — — —— 


— — — — 2 
TTT 
— * — < L 


—— 


— —  reG — 


- Ee EE 


S 
* 5 


cane r Is 


en hs ——5—— — —— ᷣ rr 
y 0 TOTS RAE n Ae 


r 2 
2 I ES Ne > th k = 
Nr 

— + 41 n 


4 een 1 6 ts nts , 
0 "Yn SS SO — 74 
IRS SI DOS Se BEOS NO RESO / gy orcs; 


x 
1 


— 
— 


* 
— 
* AA. — — * 
— . ——— 5 — 
= EE 
> - 


n 
PT — Rs 


TS 
—— 


. ˙ 2 IS 
— "tn atv 


— — - 
. re a EIT LIE EESERTF EA 
— — 1" Is rr 


— 


m_ 7 — A — ——ͤ—— 
— — — 0x EE TT ELITES rr — * 
the = IS g 8 —— 9 — 
x — — ———— —_=z == > - —̃— — — 
„% FE DESr oa = THe bs DATE aud = = Mine > ＋—— _ . N 
Ds 2 r n 882 e 7 2 - . 4 IDA * HAD 1 = - 
3 2 . . ty n n r 
nnn Er 5 — 5 * 
* = y 2 ERS C * 8 — . — x. Ws - — — , 5 * 24 * n t- a. n 8 2 2 5 
WEL IEEE 8 2 8 N 2 0 6 i ; REES , OE. 2 
— - — r Ton ate 
— 4 ns 2 "4 — >» I 3 2 Fa 2 — ered) - : IF — 2 ry p 
- 2 LID Is \ 2 5 8 11 2 "*” 8 —— xx 
” " - n. 2 rer — * —— p . * N 1 — — 2 — 2 — 
1 — 9 a0 _— — . — : PII 2 PR = — — p 
2 — I n r * 2 = * * — A 


Son Fo 
* * — $2 
TIDY: 4 
* * - 
5 


n 


280 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740; 


© before the houſe, I ſhall then, in purſuance of 
the ſame precedent, move for having them re- 
< ferred to a committee of ſecreſy; which, 1 
« think myſelf now obliged to give notice of, in 
order to obviate the objection uſually made a- 
gainſt our addreſſing to have ſuch papers laid 
before us. As the inquiry I thus intend to 
move for, is founded upon ſo late a precedent, 
and a precedent too in which an honourable 
< gentleman near me had a very great concern: 
As he was fo zealous for inquiring into our 
< peaceable negotiations upon that occaſion, I 
hope he will not be againſt ſuch an inquiry upon 

< this; and really, if I were deemed worthy of 
giving him any advice, I ſhould adviſe him to 
© be as zealous now as he was at that time. I 
< ſhould adviſe him to be for having the inquiry 
© carried on in the moſt ſtrict manner, and by a 
committee of gentlemen who can be no way 
ſuſpected of a dependency upon, or a partiality 
© for any of thoſe that were concerned in the ne- 

_ © gotiating of that treaty. He has often told us, 
< that not only the treaty itſelf, but every ſtep 
towards concluding it, may be juſtified, and 
'< ſhewn to have been the moſt 85 and prudent 
meaſure the nation could, at that time, purſue; 
and, upon ſuch occaſions, he has always arro- 

< gated to himſelf the ſole honour of that mea- 

© ſure. As to the wiſdom and prudence of the 
'* meaſure, he muſt be ſenſible that a great part 
of the nation differ in opinion from him. He 
< muſt know, that not only the. treaty, but the 
negotiations which ended in that treaty, or ra- 
© ther in the war which was the natural conſe- 
; 
c 
. 


quence of it; for the treaty itſelf was rather the 
beginning, than the end of a negotiation: I 
ſay, he muſt know, that both the treaty and 
the previous negotiations were, and are ſtill, 
condemned by a great part of the nation; and 
gd + CY | Kos 9 1 < therefore, 
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« therefore, if he was the ſole author and adviſer, 
in order to vindicate his character, he muſt be 
« for a ſtrict and impartial inquiry; becauſe this is 
the only way of refuting the objections made to 
« his conduct. | 

But, Sir, as I always had, and have ſtill a 
bad opinion of the treaty, as well as the pre- 
« yious negotiations, I am willing to ſuppoſe, the 
« honourable gentleman was not the ſole author 
and adviſer of either; and, by the nature of 
© his office, he could not be the conductor: He 
« went very far out of his province, if he had 
any thing more to do, either with the treaty or 
« the negotiations that preceded it, than ſimply 
« oiving his opinion, as one of his Majeſty's ca- 
« binet council; for, I hope, his Majeſty's cabi- 
net council does not conſiſt ſolely in his perſon ; 
and therefore, I think, it is very much his inte- 
© reſt to have that affair ſtrictly and impartially in- 
« quired into, in order to convince the world, 
6 chat he had not near ſo great a hand in it, as he 
« is now generally ſuppoſed to have had. Thus, 
Sir, let the honourable gentleman near me con- 
« ſider the convention in. what light he will, let 
© him conſider it as a good thing, in which he had 
the honour of being the chief perſon concern- 


« ed; let him conſider it as a bad thing, in which 


he had no more concern than what belonged to 
him, it is his intereſt to have the affair inquired 
into; and, conſidering the general reproach it 
has occaſioned, I have ſhewn that it is his duty 
* ſo that I cannot but expect his concurrence in 
* the motion I am to make. I can conceive no 
* reaſon for his being againſt it, unleſs he be not 
only conſcious that the convention was a wick- 
ed treaty, but alſo that he was, contrary to the 
nature of his office, and inconſiſtently with the 
<* conſtitution of our government, the chief con- 
ductor, as well as the ſole adviſer of it. 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
I hope, Sir, the houſe will pardon me, for 
taking up your time with ſhewing ſo \—— rome 
my reaſons why the hononrable gentleman near 
me ſhould concur with me in the motion I am 
to make. My reaſon for doing ſo may be eafily 
gueſſed at; and, as for the other gentlemen 
now in this houſe, who may have had fome 
ſhare in thoſe negotiations, or in adviſing that 


treaty, if there are any ſuch, T am fore they 


ought, for the ſake of their own characters, to 

romote an inquiry into that affair, if they really 
think it will bear being examined. As for my 
own part, I ſhall freely own, that, in my opi- 
nion, both the treaty itſelf, and the negotiations 
that preceded it, deſerve to be, and, I believe, 
upon a ſtrict examination, will be as explicitly 
condemned by Parliament, as they have already 
been by the nation, The treaty of Utrecht, 
conſidering the ſucceſs of our arms, was a bad 
treaty : Our firſt negotiations, which afterwards 
produced that treaty, were ſcandalous and diſ- 
honourable, becauſe they were ſeparate and 
diſtin&t from our allies in the war; but when 
this treaty, and theſe negotiations, are compared 
with our late negotiations in Spain, and the con- 
vention that was the conſequence of them, if 
the authors and aviſers of the latter eſcape 
puniſhment, the authors and adviſers of the 
former deſerve our thanks. Therefore, if the 
weakneſs or wickedneſs of any treaty or nego- 
tiation, can be a reaſon for. a parliamentary in- 
quiry, we haye more reaſon to inquire into our 
late convention and negotiations with Spain, 
than we had to inquire into the treaty of 
Utrecht, and the negotiations that preceded it ; 
and, if the diſcontents of the people be a rea- 
ſon for inquiring into any publick tranſaction, 
I am ſure we have more reaſon to inquire into 


A. 1740“ DEBATES. 
our late convention with Spain, than we ever 
© had to inquire into the treaty of Utrecht. 
The latter was very far from having raiſed 
« a genefal diſcontent: It was, tis true, con- 
* demned by moſt of the men of ſuperior 
knowledge and ſenſe in the nation, but it 
© was approved by ſuch as do not conſider the 
remote conſequences of things; and, if we in- 
« clude the populace, I may ſay, it was approved 
« by a majority of the nation: Whereas our late 
« cohvention with Spain was not, I am convinced, 
« approved by any man of ſenſe-in the nation, 
« except thoſe only who were 
« and ſelfiſh motives of their own; and the diſho- 
nour and diſadvantages of it were ſo apparent, 
« that it was exclaimed againſt by all ranks and 
degrees of meth, | ; | 
I hope, Sit, it will not be urged againſt my 
«© motion, that the convention was approved of 
« by Parliament; for ſuppoſe it had been ap- 
© proved of in the moſt plain and expreſs terms 
© in laſt ſeffion of Parliament, it can be no argu- 
ment againſt inquiring into it, or condemning it 
in this. The treaty of Utrecht had been ap- 
proved of in the moſt expreſs terms by the very 
next preceding ſeſſion of Parliament, and yet, 
« we find, it was inquired into, and not only ex- 
« prefly condemned, but the authors and adviſers 
of it puniſhed, in what I may properly call the 
very next enſuing ſeſſion. But the convention 
was ſo far from being expreſly approved in laſt 
« ſeſſion, that it was with great difficulty, and by 
a ſmall majority, it met with any ſort of appro- 
$ bation, -Nay, I am convinced, if the argu- 
© ment had then reſted upon the fingle merits of 
5. the treaty, it would have met with an expreſs 
condemnation. But as peace is a defirable thing, 
and as gentlemen were afraid, that by condemn- 
* ing the convention they would prevent the con- 
Owen = « cluſion 


governed by private 


283 


rn n en. 
3 2 . 222 — r * 1 


— = ee Bee SE eteR ae 
ECC CERT” — 2 b 7 3 1 EM 
- 1 * — . ore An et eS 22 — 
- ——— 0 — 


0 Rea AGAR — 


5. P ” * * " * 10 > 
c p73 ES 8 4 * 
— £& x * EE 99. 4 — 
PC ̃— — . ne AA 27 3 
rr 
2 25 


PS 
r rr 
6 3 g — OT erg <4 


— 


I 
— —— — 


D n 8 n N e 2 


CE EIS. 
— — 
- — 


br. WT TS; Fong 


1 * * ä TA 1 — 
DIED ED N CEE — — —— 2 Ton 
As 8 Deane : 8 
ES 2 ' agar e_SDO ¶ RS eeat 
I 8 , r - * a 1 4 
rr r tone ps 


2 . > 
_ 
ers oy EX ISXE om 
"IE 2 7 - : 
— . 


* = 8 2 r 
e e eee 
. * — — n 
EFT 3 Pom i ot ER * CI bY * 
"uw j- 0 Ly 22 2 4 — Sx y i 
- » — _ ki 


= — EN 


— N = * 
— ——— — 


. <q... ANC PIECES: 


8 


— — - 4 1 *. — 
* — —— — A . 
FIN /) = LEAs, I] - vo ES ME 6 of. 3 8. -* I- 4. 2%. > nw 
— Fr q N 00 
8 p x _ n 
= x7 > — 8 . 2 : 
IIS NE SE eos SARS We It FE * r 
— YT 9 0 4 * ＋ = 
r BE? 7 WALL. 2 
* A FEC DE 


6 
8 
o 


6 
« 
C 
(4 
* 
6 
6 
0 
F 
c 
0 
c 
p 
c 
. 
. 
c 
6 
0 
0 
F 
6 
c 
F 
c 
0 


* 


i 
= 
© 
* 
& 
o 
* 
o 
* 
45 
£ 
Ly 
* 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
eluſion of that treaty of peace they were made 
to hope for, and might thereby involve the 


nation in a war, therefore, to avoid the impu- 


tation of being the authors of a war, they were 
againſt condemning the treaty in Parliament, 
though they could not but condemn it in their 
hearts. This, I verily believe, was the way of 
thinking with many gentlemen who voted for 
the addreſs then propoſed; and as thoſe gentle- 
men are now free from ſuch fears, as they may 
now conſider the convention, and give their 
ſentiments of it freely, and upon its own merits, 
I have reaſon to hope, they will not only join 


'with me in moving for the papers relating to it, 
but alſo in moving for having thoſe papers 


referred to a committee of ſecreſy; for if the 
treaty deſerved laſt year to have been condemn- 
ed upon its own merits, it muſt now deſerve 
more to be ſo, ſince it has failed of producing 
the only good thing thoſe gentlemen could ex- 


pect from it. Nay, ſuch gentlemen have, I 


think, more reaſon than others to have the trea- 
ty inquired into, and either vindicated or con- 
demned ; becauſe they were laſt year induced, 
by falſe hopes, and arrogant aſſurances, to give 
a ſort of approbation to what had been con- 
demned by the majority of the nation, and 
what they could not, in their own conſciences, 


directly appro ve. 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, there may be ſome gentlemen 


in this houſe who did approve, and ſtill do ap- 
prove of the convention, as well as the negotia- 


tions previous to it; and ſuppoſe, as the honour- 


able gentleman near me has often ſaid, that both 


may be fully juſtified, ſurely no man who thinks 
fo can be againſt our taking the moſt proper me- 


thod for bringing the nation into their way of 
thinking. The defire of bringing others into our 


opinion is ſo natural to mankind, that no man 
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will refuſe doing it, when he has a proper op- 
portunity for that purpoſe; and as the diſcontents 
of the nation ſtill run very high againſt that 
treaty, and thoſe negotiations, I have ſhewn, 
that it is the duty of every member of this houſe 
to endeavour to remove them, by taking the 
moſt proper method for ſhewing the people their 
miſtake, and that they have no reaſon to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with either. Thus if we approve of the 
© convention, we ought to inquire into it: If we 
do not approve of the convention, we ought to 
* inquire into it; and therefore, let gentlemen pre- 
tend what they will, I cannot ſuppoſe that my 
motion will be oppoſed by any, but ſuch as are 
* conſcious of the weakneſs or wickedneſs of that 
«* meaſure, and are againſt its being inquired into 
by Parliament, left they or their friends, who 
had a hand in that treaty, ſhould be thereby 
brought to ſuffer the puniſhment they deſerve; 


© but as the number of ſuch gentlemen is not, I 


hope, very great in this houſe, therefore, I 
think, I may make my motion with ſome confi- 
« dence of ſucceſs; and that there may be no ob- 
* jection made to the form of it, I have drawn it 
up in the very words of the firſt motion made 
* for enquiring into the treaty of Utrecht, My 
© motion therefore is, That an humble addreſs be 
* preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be gra- 
* ctouſly pleaſed to give directions to the proper 
* officers to lay before this houſe, all the powers, 
inſtructions, memorials, letters, and papers, re- 
* lating to the convention between Great Britain 
* and Spain, concluded at the Pardo, Fan. 14, 
1739. N. S. 
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A motion was then made, That his late Ma- Another 


* jeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes of 
Parliament, relating to the concluſion of the war, 
and the attempts to defeat the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 


* fion; together with the addreſs of the houſe of 


Commons 


preparatory 
motion. 
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Commons to his faid Majeſty thereupon, con- 


nal of that houſe, of the 234 
* and 24th days of March 1714, might be read.? 


And the ſame being read accordingly, Sir Ro- 


| vert Walpole ſtood up and ſpoke to this effect: 


Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir, Of all the duties incumbent us as 
members of this houſe, there is not one more 
© neceſiary than that of ſupporting his Majeſty in 
< the proſecution of the preſent war, and avoiding 


every thing that may interrupt him, or any of 


tho employed by him, in that proſecution. 
The gentlemen that were concerned in adviſing 


and conducting our late negotiations with Spain, 
or in concluding 


the late convention, are not, I 
am very ſure, in the leaſt afraid of a fair and 


e impartial inquiry into that whole affair, or of 


© having all the papers relating to it laid before 


this aſſembly; but if ſuch an inquiry were to be 


* (et on foot, they would have reaſon to be afraid 
< of an unfair and partial inquiry into their con- 


duct: I fay, Sir, they would have reaſon to be 


afraid, for though ſuch a thing be improbable, 
it muft be allowed to be poſſible; and a bare 
« poſlibility is, in ſuch a caſe, a ſufficient ground 
of fear. This muſt of courſe give them a good 
deal of uneaſineſs, and put them to an infinite 
s deal of trouble, as we may moſt rationally con- 


clude, from the loads of papers we have already 


upon our table, relating to thoſe tranſactions. 
+ Theſe, and a great many more, the gentlemen 


„ concerned, and their friends, muſt carefully re- 


view, for otherwiſe their enemies might, from 
ſome of the papers, pick objections to their con- 
duct, which, without examining other papers, 


might appear feaſible and well grounded; from 
* whenee we muſt perceive, what an infinite trou- 
ble the gentlemen concerned in thoſe tranſactions 


s muſt 
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« muſt be put to by ſuch an inquiry; and this 
trouble no tleman can in juſtice reſolve to 
put them to, unleſs he ſuſpects, at leaft, their 
c having been guilty of very great enormities. 
From this conſideration, Sir, which will hold 
good in all caſes as well as this, we ought to lay 
« it down for a rule of our conduct in this houſe, 
« never to ſubje& any man to the trouble and 


danger of an inquiry, unleſs we think, we have 


good reaſon to ſuſpect his having been guilty of 
< ſome very great weaknels, or ſome real crime, 
© in the affair he had under his management. This 


« ought in all caſes, and at all times, to be our 


rule of conduct; but in the preſent caſe, and at 
the preſent time, we are more than ordinary un- 
der an obligation to follow it; becauſe we are 
© now en in an expenſive war, and a war 
< which may become dangerous as well as expen- 
« five; and becauſe ſome of thoſe gentlemen that 
had a hand in adviſing or conducting our peace- 
< able negotiations, are now employed by his Ma- 
jjeſty in adviſing or conducting the meaſures pro- 
per to be taken for a vigorous proſecution of the 
© war: This every one knows to be our caſe at 
< prefent, and without compliment, I think, I 
© may fay, theſe gentlemen are the moſt proper to 
be employed; becauſe they muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be the moſt ſenſibly touched with the ſhifts and 
« chicanes. of Spain, and the moſt thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the affairs and preſent ſituation of 
that nation: Their reſentment will prompt them 
to carry on the war with the utmoſt vigour, and 
< their knowledge will direct them how to carry it 
on with the greateſt ſucceſs. Therefore, of all 
* things, we-ought, at preſent, to avoid entering 
upon an inquiry into their paſt conduct, unleſs 
Ve are fully convinced of their having been guil- 
* ty of ſome egregious weakneſs or groſs fault; 


_ * and, if none but thoſe who think ſo will join 


With 
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< with the honourable gentleman in his motion, 
believe, it will not meet with that ſucceſs he 
ſeems to expect. 0 
A popular diſcontent or clamour, when it be- 
comes general, and is entertained by men of ſenſe 
and figure, as well as by the vulgar and ignorant, 
is a misfortune, I ſhall readily grant, Sir, which 
ought never to be neglected by this houſe. 
This is what will never, I believe, admit of a 
diſpute amongſt us ; but the diſpute generally 
1s, whether the diſcontent be general, and by 
what ſort of people it is entertained 3 and, in 
this, moſt gentlemen without doors paſs their 
judgment according to the company they keep, 
and the place they chiefly reſide in; but this, I 
am ſure, is far from being a right way of judg- 
ing within, We are here, Sir, the repreſenta- 
tives of the whole nation: We are here to 
judge, as the majority of the nation ought, 
and may be ſuppoſed to judge; and, as it is 
impoſſible for any one member of this houſe to 
know the particular ſentiments of every man in 
the nation, he muſt form to himſelf ſome other 
method of judging. The only ſure method he 
can, for this purpoſe, lay down, is, to conſider 
the affair in queſtion, and to ſuppoſe that the 
majority of the nation, at leaſt the majority of 
men of ſenſe or figure, are upon the right fide 
of the queſtion. To apply this rule to the caſe 
in hand: We are not to ſuppoſe, much leſs 
judge, that the majority of the nation are diſſa- 
tisfied with the late convention, becauſe we find 
the majority of thoſe we converſe with diſſatis- 
fied with it; nor are we to ſuppoſe, that the 
majority of the nation are pleaſed with it, be- 
cauſe, the majority of thoſe we converſe with, 
are ſo; but, we are to confider the convention 
itſelf, with all the. circumſtances attending it, 
and, if we are from thence convinced, that it 
Was 
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© was a good thing at the time it was made, we 
© ought to ſuppoſe, that moſt men of figure 
and ſenſe in the kingdom approve bf it. 

This is the only method, Sir; by Which, as 
members of this houſe, we ought to judge, 


what are the ſentiments of the majority of the 


nation; and according to this method, I muſt 
«< ſuppoſe, that the majority of the nation nei- 
© ther were, nor are diſſatisfied with the late 
convention between us and Spain, becauſe, 1 
« think, they neither had, nor have any reaſon 
to be ſo. His Majeſty was certainly in the 
right to try all peaceable methods for bringing 
* the court of Spain to hear reaſon, before he re- 
« ſolved on having recourſe to arms: This was 
the repeated advice of his Parliament; and, 
« his following this advice, ſhewed his regard to 
the trade and happineſs of his ſubjects. The 
court of Spain had, for ſome years, amuſed 
him with promiſes, and with proteſtations that 
© they were ready to ſettle all diſputes in an ami- 
© cable manner; and, the beſt way for putting 
© theſe proteſtations to the proof, was to bring 
them to ſome one point, which muſt neceſſari- 
© ly be performed in a few months. The point 
fixed on by his Majeſty for this purpoſe was, 
* their making good the damages our merchants 
had ſuſtained: "This they promiſed; by the 
© convention, to do in a very ſhort time; and, 
if they had performed this promiſe; it would 
have been a good pledge for their ſincerity in 
* the future negotiation. If the convention, Sir, 
had been a definitive treaty : If, by ſuch a trea- 
* ty, nothing had been obtained but a reparation 
* for paſt damages, without any ſtipulation for 
future ſecurity, I ſhall grant, it would have 
been a bad treaty. But, as the convention was 
* deſigned only by way of preliminary, and as 
immediate reparation for all paſt damages was 

Vor. XIX. 9 7 ſtipu- 
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« ſtipulated, in order to put the ſincerity of the 
© Spaniſh court to the teſt, I muſt ſtill think it 
© was the wiſeſt and the beſt method we could 
< take, for avoiding the imputation of involving 
< ourſelves. raſhly in war, and, at the ſame time, 
© for preventing its young in the power of the 
© court of Spain to amuſe us longer with empty 
< promiſes, or deceitful proteſtations. 


e 
a 


© This is the only true light, Sir, in which 


the convention can be conſidered ; and, when 


J conſider it in this light, I cannot ſuppoſe, 
that any impartial man of ſenſe in the king- 


dom ever did, or can now find fault with it, or 


© with the negotiations that preceded it; and as 


< I ſhall always take the ſenſe of Parliament to 


© be the ſenſe of the nation, that is to ſay, of 


© the majority of thoſe whoſe.opinions we ought 
to regard, this treaty, and all the previous ne- 


_ © gotiations, having met with the approbation of 
< Parliament, I muſt, from thence likewiſe, con- 


< clude that they were, and ſtill are approved by 


| © the majority of thoſe that make any ſort of 


© figure in their country. The mere populace, 
© indeed, .in all countries, are fond of war, be- 
cauſe they can loſe nothing, and ſome of them 
generally make their fortunes by war; there- 
fore, we ought not to wonder, if they find 
fault with every meaſure that is taken for a- 
« voiding a war, which, though it be their de- 
light, muſt be allowed to be a publick calami- 
< ty; and the natural inclinations of the popu- 
| © lace in this kingdom, were rouſed and inflamed 
by our merchants and ſeamen who had ſuffered 
< by the Spaniſh depredations, and who were go- 
© verned by their private reſentment, and not by 


© any publick regard for the good of their coun- 


© try ; but, I hope, it will not be alledged, that 
a war ought to have been entered into, merely 
< for. the ſake of giving ſuch men ſatisfaction, 
A : | 
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or that this houſe ought to enter upon an in- 
quiry, merely for the ſake of putting an end 


to ſuch diſcontents. Beſides, even theſe: diſ- 


contents cannot now be inſiſted on as a good 
foundation for an inquiry, becauſe they are 
really now at an end. His Majeſty's declara- 
tion of war put a final end to them, as we 
have often been told, even by thoſe that ſeem 


to patronize this motion. An inquiry, indeed, 


may, nay, I am convinced, will revive them; 
becauſe it will be impoſſible to convince men 
who judge fo partially, and, I may ſay, ſelf- 
iſhly, that any meaſure for preventing the war 
was right, or that the adviſers and conductors 
of ſuch meaſures :onght not to be, puniſhed z 
and, as I cannot ſuppoſe, that this houſe will 
uniſh gentlemen who ſhall, upon an inquiry, 
be found, through the whole tenor of their 
conduct, to have had a true regard to the inte- 
reſt of the nation in general; I muſt con- 
clude, that the inquiry propoſed will, proba- 
bly, end in reviving thoſe ill- grounded popular 
clamours, with the additional misfortune, that 
this houſe will then ſhare in the ſuppoſed guilt 
of our miniſters and negotiators. | 
Thus I have ſhewn, Sir, that a parliament 
ry inquiry into our late negotiations with Spain, 
would be dangerous, becauſe it would, proba- 


bly, revive the diſcontents and clamours, 


groundleſly, in my opinion, raiſed againſt thoſe 
negotiations: That ſuch an inquiry would be 
prejudicial, becauſe it would interrupt us in the 
proſecution of the war; and that it ought 
neither to be inſiſted on, nor agreed to, by 
any but thoſe who are fully convinced, that 
the gentlemen who were concerned in adviſing 
and carrying on thoſe negotiations, were guilty 
of great failings and. enormities. As I am none 
of theſe, after thanking the honourable gentle« 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
man for the piece of advice he was pleaſed to 
direct, as I imagine, in particular to me, 1 
muſt beg his pardon for not following his coun- 
ſel. If I were the only perſon concerned, I 
ſhould be very ready to take his advice : I ſhould 
be ready, and ſhall always be ready to ſubmit 
any part of my conduct to a fair and impar- 
tial inquiry; but, I cannot make ſo free with 
the conduct of other gentlemen. I cannot 
give my conſent for ſubjecting them to the 
trouble and danger of a parliamentary trial, 
when I do not think there is the leaſt ground 
for ſuſpecting their having been guilty of any 
fault, and much leſs of any crime. By a for- 
mal trial, the moſt innocent man muſt certain- 


ly be put to great trouble, and he muſt al- 
ways be expoſed to the danger of miſtakes, 


miſapprehenſions, or partialities, on the part 
of thoſe that are to be his judges: We have 


often heard of innocent mens being con- 


demned ; and therefore, T ſhall never think it 
juſt in me to give mv vote for expoſing a man 
to that danger, when I am fully convinced of 
his innocence. | 
With regard to the precedent upon which 
the honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to 
found his motion, it may be a precedent as to 
the forms of proceeding, but it can be no pre- 
cedent as to the merits of the cafe. Will any 
gentleman ſay, that becaufe we inquired into 
the treaty of recht, therefore we ought to in- 
quire into the late convention between Spain 
and us? Is there any parallel between the two 
treaties? Is there any parallel between the cir- 
cumſtances of this nation, or the circumſtances 
of Europe, at theſe two periods? Is there any 
parallel between the perſons concerned in ne- 


Hotiating theſe two treaties? Can the conven- 


tion be ſuſpected of any ſuch latent deſign as 
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great reaſon, ſuſpected of? I am really ſurpri- 
zed, Sir, to hear the inquiry into the treaty of 
Utrecht brought as a precedent, or an authority, 
for what is now propoſed. If it was men- 
tioned as a proof, that the Parliament has a 
right to inquire into any treaty or publick tranſ- 


action, it was quite needleſs to bring a precedent 


or proof for this purpoſe, becauſe it is what no 
man will now, thank God! deny. But if our 
haying inquired into that treaty was mentioned 
as an argument for our inquiring into this, it is, 
I think, one of the moſt inconcluſive argu- 
ments that was ever made uſe of in any debate. 
The treaty of Utrecht was a moſt diſhonourable 
treaty, at the end of a moſt ſucceſsful war; 
The convention was only a preliminary, or an 
attempt to prevent a dangerous war. At the 
time of the treaty of Utrecht, the circumſtances 
of Europe were in the moſt happy ſituation for 
this nation, and our enemies were, in ſome mea- 
ſure, at our mercy, if we had not entirely 
confounded this happy ſtate of our affairs, by 
deſerting our allies at that critical juncture : 
Whereas, at the time of the late convention, 
the ' circumſtances of Europe were in no very 
happy fituation for us, and, I am ſure, it can- 
not be ſaid, that thoſe we might then reaſonably 
expect to be our enemies, were in any meaſure 
at our mercy. The treaty of Utrecht was con- 


certed, negotiated, and concluded, by thoſe 


who were known, I may almoit fay, declared 
enemies to the Proteftant eſtabliſhment ; and 
there was a violent ſuſpicion, that in the nego- 
tiating of that treaty, there was an under-hand 
plot for overturning that eſtabliſhment, and 
placing the Pretender upon the throne of theſe 


* kingdoms: Can it be ſaid, that the late conven- 
6 


tion was negotiated by ſuch men ? Can it be 
Sr \ © 4 « ſuſpected, 
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li ſuſpected, that any ſuch plot was carried on un- 
der the cloak of that negotiation ? Beſides theſe 
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A. 1740. DEBATES. 
* argument, for our inquiring into the grand alli- 
: — 5 3 therefore, che honourable 44 arte 
motion muſt reſt entirely upon the opinion we 
© have of the gentlemen concerned in adviſing 
or conducting our late 1 with Spain, 
and upon the opinion we have of the ſitneſs of 
< the preſent time for ſetting on foot an inquiry 
into their conduct. As I have a very good 
opinion of the gentlemen concerned: As, 1 
« think, there is nothing appears, either from the 
convention, or from the papers already before 
dus, that can in the leaſt impeach their conduct; 
and as, I think, this is not a fit time for in- 
« quiring into it if there did, I ſhall, therefore, 
© be againſt the motion, and, I hope, every gen- 
« tleman that thinks as I do, will join with me in 
putting a negative upon it.” ; 


The laſt ſpeech we ſhall give upon this occa- 
fion, was that made by George Lyttleton, Eſq; 
which was to this effect, viz, = 


Mr. Speaker, 7x | N 
* Sir, I think it my duty to be warmly for this Mr. ar- 
© inquiry: I think it my duty, not upon the *"**=*- 
principle of a Whig, or of a Tory, but upon a 
much better principle than either, a principle of 
© love to my country, ſuperior infinitely to any 
party names or diftinftions. But I am not in 
the leaſt ſurprized, that ſome gentlemen ſhould 
* be very unwilling we ſhould look back to the 
* tranſations that preceded the war: Tranſac- 
© tions, which, for the honour of the nation, 
* one ought 'to wiſh might fink in oblivion, if, 
while we are ſmarting with the effects, it was 
© poſlible for us not to remember the cauſe ; and, 
* indeed, I believe, that ſuch a retroſpe& would 
be painful enough to us all; for who can be 
* ealy, that conſiders from what a precipice we 
7 94 © lately - 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
lately eſcaped, and that thoſe who drove ſo near 
+ to it, have the reins ſtill in their hands? But 
$ unpleaſant as it is to look back, it is the proper 


< buſineſs of Parliament: It is our duty to look 


+ back, that we may know the better how to 
+ look forwards, that we may underſtand the full 
merit of our miniſter's ſervices, and ſuit our ex- 


+ pectations of the future, to our fenſe of the 


Pi has been ſaid, that this treaty, we wou'd 
5 inquire into, has been approved by this Parlia- 
ment. Sir, I will be bold to ſay, it has been 
+ condemned in effect by the King himſelf, and 
+ by the whole legiſlature. I will he bold to ſay, 
+ there is not one word in his Majeſty's declara- 
tion of war, not one word in any reſolution, in 
* any addreſs, or in any act of Parliament for 
* ſupporting the war, that is not directly oppoſite 
+ to the principle upon which the convention was 


- 
r built, upon which all our meaſures, all our ne- 
$ 


gotiations were founded, as long as the genius 
* of our miniſters prevailed over the ſpirit and 
+ ſenſe of the nation. Sir, the principle of the 

war is to confider our right, nat 10 he ſeqrobed, 
as an indubitable claim, that will not admit ef 
any diſcuſſion: The principle of all theſe nego- 
+ tiations, and of the convention itſelf, was to 
conſider it as a matter that, required to be dil- 
cuſſed, and to be regulated; and would to 
God, Sir, we had gone no farther in the courſe 
of thoſe able negotiations; But it is a melan- 
choly truth, which can be proved from papers 
now on your table, that for many years toge- 


% 


miniſters, a demand made by them, or a plan 
pf accommodation propoſed,” or accepted, whieh 
did not eyidently tend to weaken our own right, 
and ſtrengthen our enemy's, by ſome new _ 
taken conception in their unwarrantable, ground- 
c ih 
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+ ther, there was hardly a letter written by our 
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leſs pretenſions. Nay, ſo late as in Decem- 
ber 1737, we contended with our whole 
ſtrength, that the regulations laid down in 
the treaty of 1667, with regard to ſearching in 
the ſeas of Europe for contraband goods, ſhould 
be deemed to extend to America, and obſerved 
there, in ſearching our ſhips. What a condi- 
tion had we been in, how groſly entrap'd by 
our own aſtoniſhing ignorance, if Spain had 
taken us at our word, and allowed the demand 
With what grace, after that, could we have 
preſumed to talk of no ſearch ? But luckily for 
us, the Spaniſo miniſter ſerved us a great deal 
better than our own: He was ſo good to teach 
us, how to underſtand our own treaties ; and 
ſo, at laſt, we ſaw our error, and ſet the diſ- 
pute on its proper foundation. Are not theſe, 
matters that deſerve to be look'd into a little 
more cloſely ? Is not here, buſineſs ſufficient to 
employ a ſecret committee ? 


+ Sir, is it enough for a miniſtry to declare 
themſelves honeſt, and wiſe; and are we to 


take their words for it, againſt ſuch terrible 


grounds of ſuſpicion ? Sir, I own myſelf very 
unfit to judge for gentlemen in an adminiftra- 
tion; but, if I could form e how 
they ought to conduct themſelves, I ſhould 
think, the throwing out daily defiances to find 
any fault with them, and then denying all 
means of inquiry, muſt be very bad policy; 
becauſe, it is ſo far from looking like innocence, 
that it gives the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion of guilt. 
When King Charles I. told the Commons, 
(who were preparing complaints againſt Buck- 
ngham) That he would not allow any of his 
ſervants to be queſtioned in Parliament, he 
ſpoke the language of deſpotick power, and 
ſuch as this houſe would never endure. But if, 
inſtead of ſpeaking fo openly, he had a little 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
« ſoftned his ſtile, confeſſed their right to queſtion 
© his ſervants, but at the ſame time denied them 
© the means: If Buckingham himſelf had chal- 
lenged them to examine his conduct, or the 
conduct of thoſe who ated by his inſtructions, 
and under his orders; and then refuſed them 
the fight of thoſe inſtructions, and the regular 
methods, according to the uſage of Parliament, 
of examining into thoſe orders ; the appearance, 
indeed, would have been fairer, but the pro- 
ceeding itſelf would have been equally danger- 
ous, equally fatal to the rights of this houſe. 
Sir, that Parliament would not have bore it; 
for it was compoſed of ſuch men, as had no 
influence upon them, to abate the ſpirit and 
zeal with which they proceeded to inquire into, 
and puniſh mal- adminiſtration: Such men, as at 
their firſt meeting, before they would give one 
penny of money, to ſupport the King in a war 
with Spain, which had been begun at the defire 
of Parliament, appointed a committee to conſi- 
< der of ſecret affairs, and another committee for 
* grievances. You will find them upon their 
journals: The neglect of guarding the ſeas: 
The miſemployment of the publick treaſure ; 
and the diſhonour brought upon the nation. 
© Theſe they reſolved to inquire into before they 
* voted any ſupply, without apprehending any 
< reproach of want of zeal for the King, or the 
war; but that they might know the true ſtate 
of the nation, and carry on the war with more 
« chearfulneſs, when juſtice was done upon thoſe 


A R fn aA KR Aa 3A G A 


who had involved them in fo many difficulties. 


The ſame Parliament declared, and it ſtands un- 
controverted yet upon your journals, That 
“common fame is a good ground of proceeding 
* for this houſe, either by inquiry, or, if the 
< houſe find cauſe, by impeachment.” Accord 
* ingly, queries were drawn up, -to inquire * 
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A. 1740. D E BAT ES. 

the conduct of Buckingham, which were after- 
« wards turned into articles of impeachment a- 
« oainſt him, and the King, to ſave his miniſter, 
had no other way than diſſolving that Parlia- 
ment; for the art of ſoftning them by corrup- 
tion was not in uſe in thoſe days. 

« Sir, I hope, I have not miſpent your time in 
calling back to your memory the proceedings of 
« a former houſe of Commons, which deſerve, I 
think, the greateſt reſpe&, and are mentioned 
with reverence by the moſt impartial hiſtorians. 
How hiſtory will mention ours, I wiſh, we may 
think worth our concern; but how the nation 
* will judge of them now, I am ſure, we ought 
* to confider. Sir, if a King has loft the eſteem 
and the hearts of his people, the interpoſition of 
Parliament may awaken him to a ſenſe of his 
* error, and by healing counſels, reconcile, and 


* reſtore them again; but if Parliaments themſelyes 


act ſo as to loſe their own dignity, and, by con- 
* ſequence, the eſteem and love of the people, 
* who ſhall then interpoſe, or what mediator is 
left? It is ſuch an evil as admits of no remedy : 


_ © It is the worſt misfortune that can ever befal a 
free government. 


To have approved the convention; to have 
* rejeted a motion for laying before Parliament, 
the inſtructions of the miniſter, who concluded, 
and ſigned that convention; and then to deny 
* the means of examining into thoſe negotiations, 
upon which Spain grounds thoſe very preten- 
* fions, that we are fighting now to deſtroy, will 


| + certainly do us great honour in the opinion of 


* thoſe, who are this year to pay four millions for 
f ſupporting the war. What they will think of all 
* this, I do not know; but, I am apt to believe, 
* they will never think about it, without having 
it at the ſame time in their thoughts, K the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


fame houſe of Commons has three times rejected 
the place- bill. ” * 


Upon this motion the queſtion was carried in 
the negative. : | 
Monday, February 23, the houſe having reſolved 
itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, to con- 
ſider further of the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 
the Lord Baltimore ſtood up, and after having 
explained what was meant by the ordinary of the 
navy, and the nature and meaning of the ſeveral 
articles of that eftimate, his Lordſhip proceeded 
ph des 6 as 
Sir, I have dwelt thus long upon theſe ar- 
ticles, not from vanity or oſtentation of greater 
knowledge and ſagacity than other gentlemen 
are poſſeſſed of, but from a conviction of the 
uſefulneſs of the ſubje&, and the neceſſity of 
making it more generally ſtudied and underſtood. 
Gentlemen have hitherto continued ftrangers to 
it, not that it requires any intenſe application, or 
exalted abilities, but hecauſe the circumſtances 
of their lives, and ſituation of their affairs, have 
afforded them no opportunity of converſing with 
feamen, or obtaining any information of maritime 
affairs; and perhaps, as in every other profeſſion, 
the folly of ſome who could not, and the artifi- 
ces of others who would not explain them, have 
raiſed a miſt before this eaſy part of knowledge, 
and made what is plain and obvious in itſelf, 
appear difficult, intricate, and unattainable, with- 
out long perſonal practice and experience. But 
this ignorance, Sir, however excuſable, has had 
very dangerous conſequences, it has given the 
commiſſioners and officers of the navy an autho- 
rity without limits, it has given them a power 
which Majeſty itſelf has always been denied, of 
n « diſpoſing 
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1740. DEBATES. 
diſpoſing of the publick money without a reaſon 
for their demands, and without an account of their 
expences. Gentlemen have been aſhamed to de- 
ny the ſupplies which were required as neceſſary, 
without aſſigning a reaſon for their refuſal, and 
have been afraid of attempting to reaſon upon a 
ſubject which they had not ſtudied, and which 


they might think impoſſible for them to ftudy 


with ſucceſs. If I have contributed to diſſipate 
this artificial cloud, if I have ſhown that this, 
like almoſt every other part of publick buſineſs, 
is clear and eaſy in its own nature, and obſcure 
only by falſe repreſentations, I have done at leaſt 


ſome ſervice to my country. 


« But it is time, Sir, that, having explained the 

articles, I ſhould ſay ſomething of the expence 
of each, as it is here computed; for, to what 
other purpoſe are theſe eſtimates laid before us? 
An eſtimate admitted without examination, is to 
us, and to the nation, nothing elſe than a gene- 
ral demand complied with upon the mere credit 
of thoſe that make it. 1 | 


The eſtimate of the navy is, according to this 


computation, lower indeed than that which was 
laid before us the laſt ſeſſion, and this diminu- 
tion, I ſuppoſe, is imagined ſufficient to ſatisfy 
us, as it is preſumed that we ſhall be too much 
pleaſed with ſeeing any demand upon the nation 
growing leſs, to inquire minutely whether it be 
leſſened in proportion to the expence which it 
propoſes to defray. For minute examinations, 
there is, indeed, no occaſion. Should the num- 
ber of ſhips now in commiſſion be compared 
with the liſt of laſt year, it will be found, at 
the firſt inſpection, that the computation is not 
in the ſame proportion with the laſt, ſo that 
profuſion is brought in upon us under the diſ- 
guiſe of frugality. The whole ſum then de- 
manded was but 31,0007. and the late * 
8 =] 7} rable 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© rable diminution in the number of our ſhips in 
© port, has not ſunk the eſtimate lower than to 

23,0007, © Vfl! TC 
Every article, Sir, cannot be inſiſted upon 
without an improper and unneceffary expence 
of time, or without fatiguing unſeaſonably the 
attention of the houſe; but one particular 1 
cannot paſs over without ſome refſection, as I 
cannot look upon it without ſome degree of in- 
dignation. The expence of moorage, which 
was for the laſt year computed only at 21,0001. 
is here eſtimated at no lefs than 19,0007. though 
a few ſhips remain in the harbours: An im- 
menſe diſproportion, which cannot be imputed 
to ignorance, or even to negligence, but to a 
full confidence of blind compliance. 

But for what end do we ſit here? Is it to 
give a ſanction to the wildeſt calculations, and 
grant fupplies without aſking how -they are 
made uſe of? When ſchemes like theſe are laid 
before us, when ſums are ſet down at hazard, 
and demands made by caprice, it is at leaſt 
proper to examine the demands, and if they 
cannot admit a better vindication than I believe 
this will be able to find, it is our duty to reject 
them; whether by rejecting them we do all our 


duty, let the example of former Parliaments 
determine. 
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Sir Charles Wager ſpoke next in the following 
manner. 


Sir Charles 
Wager's 
ſpeech. 
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« Sir, I muſt confeſs myſelf unable to diſcover 
in the eſtimate now lying before us, any reaſon 
for ſo loud a complaint, or ſo ſevere reflections, 
as it is always to be remembered that theſe eſti- 
mates are not infallible, or ſcrupulouſly exact, 
they are not accounts of paſt, but computations 
of future expences, in which ſome allowance 's 
| made 
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174 DEBATES. 


made for contingencies, and occaſions of ex- 

ence not regularly provided for, or always 
foreſeen, and it is generally thought ſufficient, 
if there appear no ſuch enormity in the calcula- 
tion as evidently diſcovers an intention to de- 


fraud, which I am certain cannot be found here. 


The diſproportion between the laſt and the 
preſent eſtimate, will not be found ſo great as 
it may appear, at firſt, to gentlemen not ſkilled 
in naval affairs; when the difference between 
the bulk of the ſhips now remaining on the or- 
dinary, with thoſe for which the eſtimate was 


made in the laſt ſeſſion, is conſidered. Few of 


the largeſt ſhips are in commiſſion, or employ*d 
in the preſent war, which requires ſhips rather 
for purſuit than battle; and therefore, though 
the number of ſhips be leſs, we are not to ex- 
pect the charge to be leſs in proportion; unleſs 
it can be ſuppoſed that a large ſhip is not more 
expenſive than a ſmall one. 

It is objected, with much appearance of 
ſtrengh, that the article of moorage is beyond 
all proportion to the number of ſhips now in 
the harbour; but it is forgotten that cables and 
chains, lying in the water, ſuffer almoſt equal 
decay, and demand to be equally repaired as 
well without ſhips faſtened thereto as with them, 
and the ſame repairs exact the ſame expence. 
In defence of the general computation it may 
be further anſwered, that new yeſſels are al- 
ways to be built, and old ones continually to be 
refitted, that neither can be done without work- 
men, and workmen will not labour without 
pay.“ 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; replied in che following 
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Sir, I have liſtened with my utmoſt attention ur. S. 
to the honourable gentleman that has Juſt ſpo- dys's ſyeech, 
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PARLIAMENTAR x A. 1740; 
© ken, whoſe experience in naval armaments and 
< expences entitles him to be heard on ſuch queſ- 
< tions as this, with every degree of reſpect that 
may not border upon a blind ſubmiſſion, and 

am not without great uneaſineſs to find, that he 
© has urged nothing in defence of this eſtimate, 
that may not be ſaid for any demand that pro- 
< fuſion or wantonneſs ſhall make upon the na- 
© tion. Every calculation, how fraudulent ſo- 
ever, when made for future expences, will admit 
of ſome general defence, there will always be 
< ſome diſtant poſſibility that all the ſums de- 
< manded may be neceſſary, and that poſſibility 
may be repreſented as more or leſs probable, 
< according to the inclinations of the objectors 
and defenders. It may always be ſaid, where 
« exactneſs is not attainable, that a computation 
is made according to the real opinion of the 
calculators, or that no more is aſked than they 
believe they ſhall be able to find means of 
* ſpending. But the publick will not be ſatisfied 
* with ſuch accounts as theſe, they will not wil 
* lingly, and ought not patiently, to be burden- 
ed with taxes, to guard againſt remote contin- 
« gencies, and defray conjectural expences. 
A nearer view of theſe affairs is neceſſary, 
that theſe expences may be more exactly ſettled, 
nor will a nearer view be denied us, if thoſe 
* who manage the navy apprehend no danger 
from it. If therefore they would give a proof, 
that their innocence leaves nothing to be feared 
from a regular inquiry, let them deſcend from 
general terms, and enable us country gentlemen, 
< by a clear explication, to judge for ourſelves 
and our conſtituents, and agree from conviction 
and knowledge to that, which, as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke firſt obſerved, 
we have hitherto blindly complied with.? 
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Lord bela then ſpoke i in x this manner. 
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6 Sir, Iam 0 far from being ſatisfied with this Lord Pe. 
eſtimate, that the longer I conſider it the more = 
« reaſons I find to diſapprove it; every new in- 

* quiry produces tiew grounds for ſuſpicion, and 
every article that falls under my examination 
confirms me, that nothing can be more falla- 
« cioully drawn up than this calculation. I have 
© examined the papers on the table, and find 
them all concurring to convince us, that it is 
© time to be no longer tamely complying, or ta- 
« citly doubtful. One compliance produces con- 
« fident expectations of another, and fraud at 
length becomes daring and open. Our igno- 
rance of naval buſineſs has, indeed, long ex- 

« poſed us to the mercy "of thoſe, to whoſe Gare 
the management of our' fleets: is intruſted; but 

they ſeem now to preſume too far upon our 
weakneſs, and to grow ſufficiently exorbitant in 
their demands to awaken us to vigilance, and 

Provo us to inquiries. For more than fi 

years paſt, Sir, this article of publick charge 

© has been continually increaſing, and additions 
have every year been ſilently made to it; and 

© with whatever reaſon, or from whatever Iriflu- | 
* ence, for the greateſt part ſilently allowed. I 
am unwilling to reflect either on the living or 
59 1 dead; perhaps it might not appear in a time 
* of peace 5 neceſſary to inquire, particularly, 
into the application of every ſum granted by 

Parliament. But that time of negligence and 
plenty is now paſt, we are engaged in a war 
which may demand all bur force and all our 
treaſure, all our vigilance and all our frugality: 
For, by frugality alone, Sir, can war be ſup- 
ported, by bygality alone Lan v we a |. with- 
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PARA 14 MENTARY A. 1740. 
cout ſuffering by our victories, and without pur- 
* chaſing glory and influence at too dear a rate. 

But, inſtead of ceconomy and parſimony, 
new pretences for expence are daily; invented, 
new ſalaries paid, and new offices erected. That 
it was not uncommon for other — — 

vote down ſuperfluous offices, is well know 

and perhaps the new office of clerk of the jour- 
* nals, with a ſalary of 2007. may be reckoned 1 in 
that number. 

If any gentleman ſhall think theo articles of 
F too little importance for an inquiry, or the ſums 
too ſmall to become the care of the publick, 1 
hall freely confeſs that I differ from his opi- 

nion; tag ame duty to my country that ſhall 

„ dire&t my conduct. in greater affairs, ſhall make 

me honeſt in leſs. A we ſuffer any thing to 
| * paſs unexamined under the appellation of a 
bn "i ine we may, in time perhaps, be taught to 
5 < treat. as trifles, queſtions of higher importance, 
it Fand reckon Pina hee: en of our 
3 obne, . 
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Ws this Thomas, Chuan, Bly relied in the 
following manner. 


1 Mr. Cuter- 85 8 Thoſe VEL are se gg dl with the 
4 buct'vipedtt. © buſineſs of the admiralty, may, from a ſupert- 
1 cial view, eaſily be inclined to judge thoſe offi 
4 h <.cers ſuperflugus, which nearer experience has 
© ſhown not only to be advantageous; but neceſſary, 
of which the clerk. of the journals will, I believe, 
0 appear to be one. That I did myſelf project and 
< gdpile this office, Lam far from denying or de- 

+, firing to conceal, as I;am confident it has pre- 
vented a great number of fraudulent practices n 
.</ captains of ſhips, which were puniſhed, indeed, 
whenever they were det » but. which were 


5 geaenally continued with impunity, e 1 
the 


A. 1740. DE BAT ES. 
the erection of this office, it was no man's bu- 
ſineſs to detect them. No captain can now re- 
ceive his pay, till it has appeared by his 
« journal, that he has followed his inſtructions, 
and deſerved the wages of the publick. Such 
is the benefit ariſing from this office, an office, 
of which, if it ſhall appear uſeleſs, I ſhall be 
very forward to vote the n FR 


Sir George Oxenden then roſe up and ſaid: 


397 


< Im, A PPM! n to any partieller % Sir — „4 
* article, and carried on in general terms, may _ 


be continued a long time without conviction 
on one ſide, or eonfutation on the other. We 
have been either accidentally, or by deſign,” di- 
verted from the article of moorage, to which 
I beg the liberty of recalling the attention of 
the houſe; and inſtead of farther controverſy, 
© ſhall offer an open and ingenuous propoſal, That 
| * if any ' gentleman will ſay that 79087 can be 

* expended in moorage, I will agree to the other 
© articles without further examination, after having 


received ſuch u 0 ne yo On 
C to this.” 9 ; 


Thi rhe, | Eſq then reli i in effect as 
Follows wo 


1 Sir, This 1 n endes 15 a fair 1 Corbet's 


appearance of confidence, pacifick intentions, 
* and inclination to admit any reaſonable fatis- 
faction, is, perhaps, intended only to lengthen 
che debate, and make the Cade which 1s 
* before us more liable to cenſure. That 19,0007. 
© is expended in moorage, no gentleman will be 
$ 8 to aſſert, becauſe moorage has, in all 
eſtimates of this kind. been made uſe of as a 
5 head, or term of extended ſignißca⸗ 
X 2 tion, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
tion, including not only the particular expence 
of fixing the ſhips in the harbour, but the 
C charge of ſurveying the ſtate of this article, 
in all parts of the kingdom. 
gt With reſpect, Sir, to the honourable gentle- 
man's obſervation, that ſome officers of the 
4 {; admiralty have been voted uſeleſs, I do not 

« perceive the conſequence which he ſeems to 


= draw from it, That no new one is neceſſary. 

18 | * Surely there may be ſuperfluities in one part, ⁵⁶ 

WE Aa © and deficiencies in another. Even thoſe parti- ö 
- * cular votes have ſometimes been the effects ra- 


_ + ther of paſſion than knowledge, of private 
< prejudice, or perſonal -provocations, than of 
© calm and ſettled determinations; and there- 
fore, Sir, the ſame offices have been ſometimes 
< reviv'd, though, out of reſpect to Parliament, 
under different names. Thus the office of 
© ſollicitor , to the admiralty was voted uſeleſs, 
© becauſe the man who ſerved it under that 
5 name, made it a practice to bring in bills for 
i © the ſervice he had done, .. ſometimes to the 
5M © amount of 15,0007. in a year; demands ſo 
= exorbitant, that they were juſtly cenſured by 
© the houſe; and the officer was not only dif- 
+ miſſed, but the office itſelf doom'd to aboli- 
tion. But it was not long before the ſervice 
of a lawyer appeared abſolutely neceſſary to 
* the board of admiralty, for the preſervation of 
«their privileges, and the proſecution of delin- 
J quents; and therefore a council to the admi- 
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ralty is now employed, who for a ſalary of 
„ 400l. a year, tranſacts their affairs without f 
making any bills, or receiving remake than : 
us, ſettled allowance. 1487511 i 
That corruption wen find its way into any 
2. adminiſtration cannot be denied ; but, if the k 
affairs of the ls ſuffer by any frauds or arti : 
Te, it muſt be allowed not to ur for ; 
want : 
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A 1740. DEBATES. 
want of caution ; for all the buſineſs and ex- 
* pence of the navy, has been, of late, ſo ex- 
* actly and ingemiouſly regulated, that no officer 
can fail in his duty without being detected by 
* the accounts of another. Yet this ceconomy, 
© exact as it is, cannot produce any certainty in 
general calculations, which I cannot, without 
* wonder, hear ſo nicely examined. It requires 
no long reflexion to perceive, that no body 
can gain any thing by a low or high computa- 
tion. If the moorage, computed at 19,0007. 
© ſhould amount to 24,0007. muſt it not be de- 
* fray'd? And if it ſhould fall below 15,0007. 
« will not the remaining part be fo much laid up 
* for the expences of the next year? If we could 
* regulate our expence by our calculation, I 
* ſhould be zealous for reducing it; but ſo it is, 
* that our calculations, how deliberately ſoever 
made, muſt yield to our neceſſities : In pro- 
© viding, therefore, according to a higher eſti- 
* mate, nothing will be 9 nor r by a lower, 
* will any thing be ſaved.“ 
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Lord Pobwarth anfvered as follows, viz. 


Sir, I have ſtill, notwithſtanding theſe apo- L Lon Bs 
* logies, objections to, almoſt, every article of ber. _ 
the eſtimate. I am ſtill more convinced, as 
= © the debate proceeds, that it is neceſſaay to re- 
fer it to a ſecret committee; in which we may, 
at leiſure, hear an explication of many things, 
either naturally obſcure, or induſtriouſly con- 
cealed. The whole calculation, as it now lies 
before us, is to me a heap of confufion, an un- 
intelligible collection of articles compriſing 
other articles unmentioned, as the honourable 
8 © gentleman himſelf confeſſes : : Such intricacies 
as theſe will for ever clude a ſuperficial inqui- 
| =P] ſhould it be proved by all the evidence of 
X 3 © teſtimony 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
teſtimony and demonſtration of arithmetick, 


that an article is overcharged, it may be very 


readily replied, that the articles included in. it 


ſwallow up the remainder ; ſo when the multi- 


plicity of offices in the navy ſhall produce any 
cenſure or objections, nothing can be more 
eaſy than in general terms to' aſſert, with an 
air of confidence, their uſe and neceſſity. But 


the publick has now learned to diſtruſt ſuch 


eaſy vindications, and to expect other proofs 
of the reaſonableneſs of the immenſe expences 
ſupported by the nation. 


If the money demanded is frugally and ho- 
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neſtly managed, if the officers employed in 
the naval operations are really neceſſary, that 
neceſſity will appear to the committee; and by 
being ſhewn to the nation will produce confi- 
dence in the government, chearfulneſs under 
the preſent load of taxes, and alacrity in the 
proſecution of the preſent war. 
© That the preſent number of officers is too 
high, I do not pretend to aſſert, having already 
* my ignorance of theſe affairs; per- 
129 more officers may be proper, nor will it 
become the committee to erect a neceſſary, 


Ea to deſtroy a ſuperfluous office. It cannot, 
however, be improper to obſerve, that ſince 
the act, which prohibits the erection of new 
offices, was paſſed, the commiſſioners of the 
admiralty have been multiplied from five to 
ſeven; and the office, even of the honourable 
gentleman that ſpoke laſt, has been erected 


ſince the 5 of the . which he ſo 
much extols. 


Even among thoſe ofen whoſe long eſta- 


6 


bliſnment may induce us to believe them not 
wholly without their uſes, ſome corruptions 
may, 'o ws be diſcovered, which it may be 
* One * 


orm, before As become, by long 
© cuſtom, 
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cuſtom, part of their privileges. The practice 


of meeting at a coffee-houſe, inſtead of their 
office, lately introduced among the commiſ- 


ſioners for grain, doubtleſs for the ſake 


of being victualled themſelves, may in time, 
if not- animadverted upon, plead preſcription, 


and become a new article of a national charge. 


I therefore move, that the eſtimate for * 
navy may be referred to a ſecret committee. 


Sir William Yonge tp ſpake g as follows 75 


Sir, Nothing appears to me more inconſiſtent en 


with the duty of a member of this houſe, than f 
to waſte the time, allotted to the diſpatch. of 


publick affairs, in uſeleſs queſtions and inſignifi- 


cant debates; that little can be objected to a mo- 
tion, is not always a reaſon for admitting i it; for 
if no more can be alledged for it, the neceſſity of 


ſparing time, is of itſelf, a very ſtrong argument 


for rejecting it. The preſent motion, I think, of 


this kind; the publick cannot indeed ſuffer, by an 


examination of the eſtimate in a ſecret committee, 
otherwiſe than by the loſs of that time, which 


might have been much more uſefully ſpent in 


other inquiries; but then, what benefit can be 
expected from it, equal even to that conſidera- 


tion? If I may be allowed to judge what will be 


the reſult of the inquiries made by the commit- 
tee, from the report that was produced by the 
laſt examination of that kind, we ſhall only do, 
after altercations and delays, what is now deſired, 
and what it will be more candid and ad vantage 
ous to do without tgnem. 
© The laſt committee, before whom the like 
computation was brought, made no- diſcoveries 
of falſe accounts, - nor produced: new ſchemes, 
by which the navy might be kept up at leſs ex- 
pence; queſtions were aſked and reſolved, ob- 
X 4 jections 
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jections were raiſed and immediately removed, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


and ſuch doubtleſs will be the effect of another 
inquiry. To 1 

s Nor do I ſee what can be done in a commit- 
tee, which cannot be done now the articles are 
all before us, and if any gentleman has objections 
to them, let him ſet them in the firongef light; 


how eaſily they will be anſwered we may con- 


jecture, by the ſucceſs of that which was made 
to the article of moorage. The honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke the ſecond on this queſtion, 
has unanſwerably refuted it, by ſhewing that a 


greater number of ſmall ſhips may be moored 


and kept in the harbour, at leſs expence than a 
leſs number of larger, which require, even when 
out of commiſſion, many hands to do the ne- 


ceſſary buſineſs on board them. 


They complain, indeed, that they do not 


underſtand the eſtimate, and that many articles 


require explanation; but experience teaches us, 


that no explanation will be ſatisfactory to the 
prejudiced. There are men who judge of tranſ- 


actions by the perſons that manage them, and 
who will never approve an eſtimate, till they are 
reconciled to the calculator. Such men are always 


warm in their deſires of ſeeing the offices filled 
with proper perſons, but are always determined 


to think none proper but ſuch as themſelves ſhall 
recommend. ES hs 


I I cannot therefore but confeſs, that, to me, 


this motion appears unſeaſonable and unneceſſary; 


and that as a committee for this purpoſe alone, 


will ſpend time to no advantage at an important 
juncture, this eſtimate may, in my opinion, 

more properly referr*d to the committee of 
ſupplies, where every gentleman may do what is 
propoſed by the preſent motion, where inquiries 
may be made without interruption, and every 
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* one may object, anſwer, or reply, without re- - 


s ſtraint.? 


William Pulteney, Eſq; then roſe up and made 
the following anſwer. | a 


Sir, In every debate, whether in this or any Mr. Pate. | 
other place, the firſt regard is due to truth, but mM 
very often, when that has been overborne by 
intereſt or prejudice, ſome reſpe& has been paid 
to decency; and men have been reſtrained by 
ſhame, when nobler motives have loſt their 
power. Decency ſhould, I think, prevail upon 
gentlemen to forbear, or drop all oppoſition to 
the preſent motion, by which nothing is intended 
but to gain the informations neceſſary for judging 
of a queſtion, which the intereſt of our coun 
requires to be well underſtood; and which I my- 
ſelf, with many others, are deſirous to be fully 
acquainted with. The objections of thoſe two 
Te — perſons, who have examined it moſt, and 
who have made naval affairs either their ſtudy 
or diverſion, deſerve at leaſt to be conſidered, 
and even the anſwer that was made to one of 
them, is a ſufficient foundation for inquiry, If 
large ſhips, even out of commiſſion, require ſo 
large an expence, why do we build or maintain 
ſo many to impoveriſh the nation, not to defend 
it, never to be ſent out againſt our enemies, and 
yet waſte our treaſure by being in the harbour ? 
Why have we not, inſtead of one of theſe veſſels 
of uſeleſs bulk, four or five twenty-gun ſhips, 
that might chaſe the pirates from our coaſts, 
and follow them into their retreats? Why do 
we employ in the preſent war, a war againſt an 
* enemy equally inſolent and weak, ſuch veſſels as 

* they dare not attack, and which can never attack 
them? To ſuch queſtions as theſe, the nation 
demands a clear and ſatisfactory anſwer; and 35 
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314  PaRLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
the demands of the nation are thought worthy 
© of regard, this motion of my noble friend's, 
© which I now ſecond, will not be rejected. 


William Hay, Eſq; roſe up in his own vindica- 
tion, and ſpoke to this effect. 


Mr. H Sir, Nothing is more reaſonable than for every 
| ſpeed. © man to vindicate his character from unjuſt re- 
< fleftions, and therefore I riſe up in defence of 
* mine. I have indeed the honour of fitting at 
© the vicualling-baard z but, to make uſe of the 
right honourable gentleman's polite expreſſion, 
Vas never victualled, nor ever taſted any provi- 
< fions prepared at the publick coſt, except to 
prevent abuſes and judge whether it was ſuch 
© as was fit for the navy: I am ſure I cannot be 
charged with neglecting to pay the neceſſary at- 
* tendance at the office, yet do not deny that I 
© have ſometimes ſigned papers at other places, 
nor do I think ſuch a practice requires an apolo- 
* gy. If the ſtate of the navy be thought a ſub- 
< jet for examination, I ſhall chearfull 

« noni} 12 0 0p uy 
© ſubmit my conduct to the moſt rigorous ſcrutiny, 
* without deſiring any favour or any protection.“ 


On a diviſion, whether this matter ſhould be 
conſidered in the committee of ſupply, the queſ- 
tion was carried in the affirmative, - 142 yeas, to 


King's meſ- His Majeſty having, on February 12, ſent a 
Wn Eee Commons, without ſend- 
mons ſingly. ing one at the ſame. time to the houſe of Lords, 
this negle&t was by ſome Lords look'd on as an 

affront put upon their houſe, which made them 

reſolve to have the matter conſidered in a full 
houſe; and therefore the houſe was upon a motion 
ordered to be ſummoned · for Tburſday the 28th of 

* | February, 
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February, when the Earl of hs Hood. up, and 
ſpoke to this : Fo 


My Lords, pa 12 

As no Lord can have a truer regard for the 1% Hal- 
« honour and privileges of this houſe, than myſelf, 2 
«* ſo none can feel a warmer indignation, whenever — 
« any attack is offered them. To preſerve this 
ſupreme council of the nation in the full enjoy- 
of all thoſe rights derived to us from the conſti- 
tution of Parliament, is a duty we owe ourſelves, 
a duty we owe our poſterity, a duty we owe our 
country. The privileges of this houſe, and the 
$ liberties of this nation, are embarked on the ſame 


n 1 © 3 — Le, .. 
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I cannot, therefore, too earneſtly recommend 

to your Lordſhips conſideration, his Majeſty's T_T 1 

* meſſage to the houſe of Commons, which we — wm= 

find in the printed votes of the 12th of this fk 

f men The words of the n are theſe: 
GEOROIE R. 


His Majeſty, in furtber proſecution A the Juſt * 


bottom, and we cannot forego the one without bad 
* endangering the other. Our acquieſcence under iÞ j 
any affront, (be it the effect of deſign, or be it Wh 
5 tha effect of neglect) may in future times be MP 
looked upon as a taeit reſignation of our rights, | 1 
and be made a precedent to the diſhonour of this 15 
houſe, and the deſtruction of this kingdom. Will 


_ neceſſary war, in which be is engaged, having under 
bis conſideration certain meaſures, which will occaſion 
ſome extraordinary expences not comprebended in the 

a eft imates laid before this boufe, hopes, from the known 

: zeal of his faithful Commons, that be ſhall be enabled 

„ 10 carry on the ſame, in the moſt effeftual manner. 

0 And does his Majeſty hope leſs from his faith- 

n * ful Lords, that, contrary to all form and cuſtom, 

| 


a demand of ſupply ſhould be made to the Com- 
* mons ſingly, and your Lordſhips not have the 
E * leaſt cognizance of it? Is it to be ſuppoſed, we 
7 * are 
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upon the dignity of every Peer who has a feat in 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740: 
are not equally zealous for the ſucceſs of the 
preſent war ? Equally defirous of ſupporting his 
Majeſty in the juſt proſecution of it? Or is our 
concurrence upon all occaſions thought a thing 
fo ſure, ſo certain, that the uſual forms of con- 
ſulting us are to be thus thrown aſide? Are we 
then fallen ſo low, have we ſo long flatter'd a 
minifter, that he can promiſe himſelf our eaſy 
compliance, though he refufe us the common 
civility due to us, and anſwering for our conduct, 
adviſe his Majeſty to apply to the Commons, as 
the only part of Parliament that has any thing 
left in its diſpoſal? The time has been, my 


Lords, that the crown with honour and ſucceſs 


has conſulted this houſe; and ſure I am, that I 
have many Lords now.'in my eye, capable of 
giving ſuch advice to his Majeſty, as would tend 
to the glory of his reign, and the welfare of his 
5 ſorry, my Lords, I cannot charitably 
ſuppoſe, that this contempt of us proceeded from 


a miſtake and overſight of the miniſtry's. As 


the houſe of Commons has been the chief place 
of buſineſs this ſeſſions, it is poſſible your Lord- 
ſhips may be as much out of ſome people's 
thoughts, as the convocation is, but hardly, I 
believe, out of a miniſter's. Some little circum- 
ſtances or other are perpetually reminding him of 
us. Beſides, my Lords, this is not the firſt in- 
dignity of the kind that has been offered us: In 
the year 1726, the ſame thing happened; and 
in a meſſage from his Majeſty to the houſe of 


Commons (probably penned by the ſame hand 


as this) the appellation of Parliament was given 
them, as if the Parliament of England were com- 
poſed of their body only. 1. muſt, therefore, 


conſider the preſent cafe as a repeated invaſion 


of the privileges of this houſe, highly reflecting 


6 it, 
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it. Why this has been thought a proper time 


for ſuch an attack, I know not, unleſs it be 


ſuppoſed, that the eſſence of Parliament is loſt. 
Was this the caſe, my Lords, (which God for- 
bid I) we ſhould do right, however, to keep up 
the forms and cuſtoms of it, and maintain at 


laſt the appearance of what our anceſtors enjoy-- 


ed. If there are any ſuch refleQing ſuppoſitions 


as theſe, if there are any ſuch as flatter them- 


ſelves, that a ſucceſsful corruption has baniſhed 
the freedom of Parliament, it is our duty, my 
Lords, to blaſt ſuch hopes, and ſhew we are not 
yet ſuch humble dependants upon power, as 
tamely to offer a ſacrifice of our rights, when- 
ever a miniſter pleaſes to call for them. What a 
melancholy proſpe& ſhould we lay before the 


eyes of our countrymen, whoſe expiring liberties 


call loudly for our aid, if we the guardians of 


their rights, were no longer to be protectors of 


our own! . | _ 

Who, my Lords, could have been the au- 
thor of this meſſage, I own I am at a loſs to 
ſay: It could not have been his Majeſty's : His 
Royal Favours to ſo many of your Lordſhips,. 
is a ſure proof of his tender regard to the honour 
and dignity of this houſe: It could not have 
been dictated by any of the Lords of his Maje- 
ſty's privy council: They never would have 
adviſed ſo great an infringement of their own 
privileges ; nay, they could not even have had 
cognizance of it; if they had, they would 


have prevented it. Whoſeſoever's work it was, 


thus far I will venture to ſay, my Lords, that 
it was formed upon that fatal, yet favourite plan 


of leſſening the credit of Parliament. For this 
dreadful purpoſe, is it not enough, that 21 


office and honour in the church and ſtate paſs 


through: the hands of one man? Is it not 
enough. urn be bs & in is power o pat wr 
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tue to the teſt, by privately applying that 


«temptation, which he thinks is moſt likely to 


« ſucceed? Muſt alſo a general aſſault be givin to 
the whole body of us; and ſhall the dignity 


and honour of this houſe be treated as cavalierly 


as the miſerable. character of any Tangle? depen: 


© dant?. 


« To avoid the pdinm: and, n ſuch an in- 
vaſion of our privileges muſt naturally incur, it 
has been artfully inſinuated, my Lords, that 
this is matter of diſpute between the Commons 


and us, ſo that under the pretence of aſſerting 


the rights of one houſe of Parliament, the 
rights of the other may the more eaſily be vio- 
* lated. My Lords, this is no matter of diſpute 
between the Commons and your Lordſhips: 
We aſk nothing new, nothing unprecedented : 
We don't attack any of their privileges; we 
only defire to remain in the poſſeſſion of our 
« own: Our utmoſt ambition in 1 preſent caſe 
is, to be look d upon as a houſe of Parliament, 
and conſulted by his Majeſty as ſuch. When 
our rights are thus plain and indubitable, our 
caſe becomes national, and the Commons them- 
« ſelves are intereſted in the ſupport of it: When- 
ever the dignity and parton Say of this houſe is 
© brou ext low, their rights and privileges won't 


be of long duration ; and whenever any impious 


hand dare, impoſe ſhackles upon us, the ſame 


Þ fate es be Prepared. for wy other pare: of the 


6 


0 8 3 a calamity, the W ſpirit 

« of liberty that reigns in this houſe, the indepen- 
< dent ſentiments of your Lordſhips, (which nei- 
ther intereſt nor power can wean from your 
N country 22 3 we will, no doubt, 1 
otect nt age; but we may lay foun- 

6 tp thor for the hare diſhboodr of this houſe, 
c if we let pals. unregarded, ſuch dangerous pre- 
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« cedents, as I ap hend this of his Majeſty's 
« demand of OE to the houſe of Commons 
« ſingly, I muſt, 3 humbly move your 

Lordſhips, that you would come to this reſolu- 
tion, That it is contrary to the cuſtoms of 
60 Parliament, and derogatory to the privileges of 
« this houſe, that a meſſage figned by his Maje- 


e ſty, aſking a farther ſupply for carrying on a 


« war, ſhould be ſent to the houſe of Com- 
66 « houk ingly, without taking any notice: of this 
« houſe.” 


Lord Delamar ſ 2 next in ſubſtance thus: 


c My Lords, 

1 ſhall always be as jealous of the honour, 
« and of the rights and privileges of this houſe, ** 
as any Lord in it; and ſhall be as ready to re- 
« ſent any indignity that may be put upon it. 
* But, my Lords, we can put no greater indig- 
« nity upon ourſelves than that of being jealous 
without cauſe, or reſenting without reaſon, In 
comman life, a man that is unreaſonably ſuſpici- 
ous, and apt to take every thing as an affront, 
is Sons. uneaſy in himſelf, .and generally de- 
hd oy by others. It will be the ſame with your 
dſhips: If you ſhould. ſuppoſe you are af- 
fronted, _— no affront is deſigned, or inſiſt 
upon rights that do not properly belong to you; 
it will be the , moſt effectual method you can 
take, for leſſening or annihilating that reſpect 
which is due to you, as the higheſt and moſt 
auguſt aſſembly in the nation. It is not by jea- 

louſies and ſuſpicions, or by menacing — 
tions, that we are to preſerve that character, 
which this houſe has for ſo many ages deſervedly 
borne, but by a prudent and ſteady conduct, 


and are ſhewing, that in all our proceedings we 


I * incerely at ye the honour of the crown, 
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| PARLII AME NT AR v A. 17 40, 
the privileges of the ſubject, and the happineſs 
of chene pH UI EIREDS 
© I am not only ſurprized, but ſorry, that any 


Lord in this houſe ſhould'imapine, that his Ma- 


jeſty, or any one that adviſed him, intended to 
put an affront upon this houſe, by ſending to the 


Commons the meſſage which the noble Lord has 


been pleaſed to mention, without ſending at the 
ſame time the like meſſage to this houſe. I am 
convinced, there was no affront deſigned, and | 
cannot ſee the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, why any 
Lord ſhould imagine there was. So far other- 
wiſe, my Lords, I muſt think it would have 
been extremely improper to have ſent any ſuch 


meſſage to this houſe, becauſe it relates to no- 
thing but the ſupplies for the ſervice of the en- 


ſuing year. It is the buſineſs of the other houſe 
to grant the neceſſary ſupplies, it is from the 
other houſe that ſueh ſupplies are aſked by the 
crown, and therefore, it is to the other houſe, 
and, I think, to it alone, that application ought 
to be made for any additional ſu ppl? 


In all the ſpeeches that have been made from 


the throne for many years paſt, your Lordſhips 
may obſerve, that our Sovereign has always ad- 
dreſſed himſelf particularly to the gentlemen of 


the houſe of Commons, when he mentioned the 


ſupplies neceſſary for the current ſervice. In that 
ſpeech which his preſent Majeſty made at the 
opening of this ſeſſion, he addreſſes himſelf par- 


ticularly to the gentlemen of the houſe of Com- 


mons, and tells them, that he has ordered the 
eſtimates to be laid before them, and that he 
hopes they will grant ſuch effectual ſupphes as 
may enable him to carry on the war with vigour. 
Was that particular addreſs to the other houſe 
then found fault with? Was it ever found fault 
with? And yet, I muſt be of opinion, that we 
have as much reaſon, or rather more, to rs 
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fault with his Majeſty's addreſſing himſelf upon 
« that occaſion to the houſe of Commons ſingly, 
as we can have, to find fault with his having 
« ſent this meſſage to that houſe ſingly. 

Our concurrence, tis true, my Lords, is ne- 
ceſſary for every article of ſupply that can be 


rence has always been expected without being 
aſked by the crown. Why therefore ſhould we 
look upon its not having been aſk'd by the 
crown upon this occaſion, as a negle&, or as 
any fign of diſreſpect? Nay, if your Lordſhips 
will but eonſider the words of the meſſage, you 
muſt ſee, that his Majeſty could not ſend it to 
this houſe. In that meſſage his Majeſty ac- 
quaints his: Commons, that he has under his 
conſideration, certain meaſures which would oc- 
caſion fome extraordinary expences, not com- 
prehended in the eſtimates laid before that houſe. 
Could his . have expreſſed himſelf fo to 
this houſe? Have we any eſtimates before us, or 
was it ever cuſtomary to lay any ſuch eſtimates 


before us? The meſlage therefore, if it had 
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ſome way or another; and, I confeſs, I am at a 
loſs to conceive, how it could have been altered, 
ſo as to make it proper for being ſent to this 
houſe, without inſerting ſome words that might 
have created a rang in the other; and this 
jealouſy might, per ps, have bred a contention 
between the two houſes, that would have been 
of the moſt dangerous conſequence! in the pre- 
ſent conjunctu·rrnre. * "I 
This, my Lords, is no groundleſs inſinuation 
or pretence, in order to excuſe the not ſending 
that meſſage to this houſe: as well as the other. 
The ſole right of granting ſupplies: is a right 
which the other houſe has always moſt fire- 
nuouſly aſſerted, and we as pertinaciouſly refuſed 
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granted by the other houſe; but that concur- 


been ſent to this houſe, muſt have been altered 


321 


"a2 


o 
. 
« 
c 
c 
c 
5 
. 
c 
0 
C 
c 
0 
. 
. 
5 
0 
" 
c 
. 
6 
« 
c 
2 
8 
o 


oo 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740; 
to admit. It is a diſpute that has occaſioned 
great heats between the two houſes as often as it 
has been revived, and has ſometimes put a full 
ſtop to all publick buſineſs, How fatal this 
might be in our preſent circumſtances, I muſt 
beg your Lordſhips to confider. We are now, 


my Lords, engaged in a dangerous war for 


vindicating the rights and privileges of the na- 
tion; and therefore, I muſt beg, that every 


Lord who has a concern for our ſucceſs, would 


take care to avoid every thing that may give riſe 


to a conteſt about particular rights and privileges 


amongſt ourſelves. This, I dread, may be the 
fate of the preſent queſtion. If we ſhould agree 
to it, I'm afraid, it will be confider'd as a claim 
ſet up by us, that no article of ſupply ought to 
be demanded of the houſe of Commons, with- 
out demanding it at the ſame time of us. This 
I muſt look upon as a new claim: It is a claim 
for which we have no precedent; and it is a 
claim that will, I fear, create a miſunderſtanding 
between us and the Commons; for which reaſon 
I muſt beg leave to think the noble Lord's mo- 
tion no way. proper at preſent; but whether it 
may be proper to put a negative upon it, or to 
put the previous queſtion, I muſt leave to your 
Lordſhips conſideration ; 


The next that ftood up was Lord 7 albot, the 


purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


Lord Talba's © When I conſider you, My Lords, as the ſu- 


; ſpeech, 


6 
9 
* 


Cc. 


- 
« 


am ſtruck with ſuch reverential re 


preme council of the crown, and in a yet higher 
ight, as the hereditary guardians of the liberties 
of a free, brave, and once er people, I 

pect, ſuch 


awful veneration, that I can ſcarcely give utter- 
ance to my thoughts in this auguſt aſſembly. 
But when J reflect upon the inſults offered to 


6 your 


1 
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© your dignity, the contempt ſhewn to your au- 
« thority, that reverence, that veneration hath a 
« contrary effect 0 my mind: Zeal for your 
© rights, zeal for the intereſt of my country, in- 
flames my breaft, and drives from thence every 
« ſelfiſh; conſideration :'T am impatient to vindicate 
your honour, and eager to violate that ſilence, 
« prudence would always dire& me to obſerve. 


& dignation; I endeavoured to difcover, what 
could have occafioned this neglect from his Ma- 
© jefty, this affront from his adminiſtration. 1 
© thoroughly examined the late conduct of the 
© majority of your Lordfhips, and found nothing 
that could incur the diſpleaſure of thoſe in pow- 
© er. Whatever meaſure they have condeſcended 
© to communicate to your Lordfhips, hath always 
obtained your approbation; and, in regard to 
© publick economy, to which the meſſage taken 
© notice of is chiefly relative, though it is far from 
my intention to flatter you, I muſt fay, you 
have never ſhewn a diſpoſition fo niggardly, as 
* to oppoſe a ſingle ſcheme of miniſterial generoſi- 


7 On the contrary, my Lords, you have given 
indiſputable proofs of your contempt for fordid 
national frugality : You have behaved as if you 
were perſuaded, the kingdom abounded as much 
in wealth, as the heads of thoſe, who have, in 
fame former times, had the management of af- 
* fairs, were fertile in projects to ſquander and 
* conſume it: Nor do you entertain fuch a belief 
without fubftantial cauſe; for it would be abſurd 
© to imagine, 200,000 7. could be annually diftri- 
* buted among a part of your Lordſhips, by a 
nation which doth not enjoy the utmoſt affluence. 
5 1 2 But 
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324 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
| © But merit in every way deſerves a ſuitable re- 
© ward; and though a hundred lucrative employ- 
ments are poſſeſt by members of this auguſt aſ- 
ſembly, the duty expected from them is ſo ex- 
actly obſerved, that the greateſt part is enjoyed 
with unenvied reputation. | ö 
The Commons have gone great lengths in 
excluding your Lord ſnhips from any authority to 
alter money bills, though no aid can be granted, 
no taxes impoſed, without your conſent. They 
are very expert in explaining, and aſſiduous in 
contriving precedents to ſupport this unreaſona- 
ble infringement of your privileges; and, in this 
point, every relaxation of your own, 1s a con- 
< firmation of their power. But, my Lords, what 
< you have hitherto ſcorned verbally to admit, 1 
hope you will diſdain virtually to allow. The 
* whole nation is concerned in your ſupporting 
* your conſtitutional rights; for though ſome 
© ſhort-fighted politicians may imagine, by leſſen- 
ing you, the Commons will be aggrandized, in 
fact it will be found, that every attempt to ren- 
der you inſignificant, will be a ſtep towards 
* making the crown abſoluttee. 
The other-houſe- hath been under the controul 
of one of its own members: May it never again 
be in the like abject ſtate! But ſhould that vile, 
« deteftable, ſeductive art, corruption, ever inſi- 
© nuate itſelf into that aſſembly, the effects may 
© be as fatal, though the means more contemptible, 
than the hypocriſy, ſagacity and intrepidity of 
© Cromwell, If a majority in that houſe, inſtead 
of being really the repreſentatives of the nation, 
* ſhould be elected by not more than fifty thouſand, 
cout of ten million of people, and thoſe fifty thou- 
* fand, the dregs of the populace : If a miniſter, by 
the aſſiſtance of a venal crew, the direct repreſen- WW 
< tatives of their infamous conſtituents, ſhould be 
* ſecure of carrying every point, according to hi; 
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1740. DEBATES. 325 
own inclination : If by them he ſhall be able to 
fruſtrate every inquiry into publick meaſures: If 
any motion to prevent a mercenary contagion 
from extending its baneful influence over thoſe 
intruſted with the liberties of their country, ſhall 
bel inſolently rejected: If a law in the ſtatute 
books for that ſalutary purpoſe, ſhall be notori- 
ouſly violated, and explained contrary both to 
the ſpirit and letter of ſuch a law; what will be 
the Fate of this unhappy nation, if your Lord- 
ſhips are not then in a condition to protect your 
denne!? | : | 
I beg pardon for having treſpaſſed ſo long 
upon your Lordſhips time. The motion is ſo 
moderate, a mere aſſertion of indubitable rights, 
that, I think, no method of evading it ought 
to be uſed. Indeed, if ſtrength of argument, 
enlivened by all the force of eloquence, and 
truth delivered with dignity, becauſe dictated 
by a heart whoſe. predominant paſſion is the 
publick welfare, can have any weight here, the 
fate of the noble Lord's motion may be ſafely 
reſted upon what he hath ſo fully, ſo honeſtly 
urged in ſupport of it. l 
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The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was that made 
by the Lord Chancellor, who ſpoke in ſubſtance 
thus: 751 S 


My Lords, 1 

Before we can with any propriety enter ſeri- Lord Chan- 
ouſly into the debate, tis neceſſary we ſhould fach. 
well underſtand the nature of the queſtion before 
us. I ſhall not, therefore, at preſent trouble you 

with entering into the merits, I ſhall. only take 

the liberty to ſtate the queſtion, according as it 

appears to me. His Majeſty, in his ſpeech from 
the. throne, at the opening of the ſeſſion, de- 

manded of the —_—_ houſe a ſupply for the ſer- 
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vice of the enſuing year, and told them he 


would order eſtimates of the particular ſervices 
to be laid before them. Thoſe eftimates were 
accordingly laid before them; but then, as we 
are now engaged in a war, and as his Majeſty, 
it ſeems, is reſolved to undertake, if poſſible, 
ſome ſecret expeditions againſt the enemy, an 
account of which neither can nor ought to be 
made-publick, a greater ſupply will be neceſſary 


than can appear by the eſtimates laid before the 


other houſe, and this his Majeſty. thought him- 
ſelf obliged to acquaint them of ; becauſe, other- 
wiſe, he could not have expected any greater 
ſupply than appeared neceſſary by the eſtimates 
he had ordered to be laid before them, and con- 
ſequently he could not have undertaken any ſe- 
cret expedition againſt the enemy, however pro- 
bable the ſucceſs might have appeared, or how- 
ever expedient future accidents or circumſtances 
might have rendered it for him to engage in ſuch 
a one. ""— 


< The meſſage, therefore, which is now under 


your Lordſhips confideration, I can look upon 
in no other light, than as a meſſage to the other 
* houſe, to acquaint them, that ſome expence 
would be neceſſary, of which no ęſtimate could 


be made; and in this light I muſt look upon it 


as a ſort of eſtimate, and muſt think, that your. 
* Lordſhips have as much reaſon to complain, that 


all the eſtimates for the particular ſervices of the 


+ enſuing year were not communicated to you, as 
well as to the other houſe,” as you have to com- 


plain, that this eſtimate was not communicated 


. 


to you at the ſame time it was ſent to the Com- 


mons.* 


Upon 
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Upon this the Lord Carteret ſtood up, and 
ſpoke to this effect : 8 


My Lords, 55 
IJ am ſurprized to hear the noble Lord that Lord Care 
« ſpoke laſt, ſtate the caſe as he has done. It is h. 
not poſſible to look upon this meſſage in any 
« light that can make it bear the leaſt reſemblance 

to an eſtimate. It is a meſſage for a new ſupply; 
« a ſupply ariſing from new meaſures, which were 
not ſo much as hinted at in his Majeſty's ſpeech 
from the throne. Let us, my Lords, but con- 
« -fider the words of his Majeſty's ſpeech, and we 
« muſt conclude, that the meſſage now under our 
« confideration, can have no relation to any ſupply 
thereby demanded. His Majeſty, when he ad- 
< drefles himſelf to the houſe of Commons, tells 
© them, that he has ordered eftimates for the ſer- 
vice of the enſuing year, and likewiſe accounts 
of the extraordinary expences of the current 
year, as alſo an eftimate of the charge of raiſing 
© a body of marines, to be laid before them; and 
then he fays, he cannot doubt but they will 
grant ſuch effectual ſupplies, as may enable him 
to carry on the war with vigour. Can the word, 
* ſupplies, here relate to any thing but the eſti- 
mates and accounts, which his Majeſty had or- 
dered to be laid before them? Can any one ſup- 
poſe, his Majeſty meant, that it ſhould relate to 
* a charge, of which no eſtimate or account could 
be laid before them? Or could any Lord in this 
* houſe fuppoſe, from what his Majeſty there ſaid, 
* that any meaſures were to be undertaken, which 
were not to be mentioned in any of the efti- 
mates? If any ſuch meaſures were then thought 
on, they ought to have been mentioned in his 
Majefty's ſpeech from the throne: If they have 
* fince fallen under conſideration, his Majeſty 
| " WS _ © ſhould 
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* ſhould have been adviſed to have come again to 
the houſe, and acquainted us of it by a new 
5 ſpeech, or at leaſt he ſhould have been adviſed 
to have communicated it to both houſes by meſ- 
* ſage. If his Majeſty had by either of theſe me- 
* thods told us, that he had under his conſidera- 
tion ſuch meaſures as would require an additional 
* expence,. but could not be communicated, I am 
s ſure, I ſhould not, I believe no Lord in this 
+ houſe would, have defired a diſcovery. 
lt is the buſineſs of the other houſe, my 
Lords, to conſider and determine, what ſupplies 
may be neceſſary for the publick ſervice: It is 
their buſineſs to conſider and determine, what 
* ways and means may be moſt proper for raifing 
« thoſe ſupplies; and we are to give our concur- 
* rence, if we think they are in the right. But as 
+ to the meaſures or ſervices which make thoſe 
« ſupplies neceſſary, it is our buſineſs to conſider 
and determine, whether or no they are proper: 
« It is this houfe that his Majeſty ought chiefly to 
* conſult upon ſuch occafions; therefore no ſup- 
« plies ought to be either aſked or granted, till the 
«£ meaſures or ſervices have been communicated, 
or at leaſt mentioned to this houſe, either by 
+ ſpeech or meſſage; and as from the very words 
of the meſſage, it appears to be a meſſage for a 
new ſupply, which is to be applied to ſervices 
or meaſures, that were never before ſo much as 
« hinted to this houſe, it ought for this reaſon to 
+ have been communicated to this houſe, to the 
end that we might have had ſome opportunity 
of approving or diſapproving of the meaſures; 
« and, at the ſame time, it ought to have been 
communicated. to the other houſe, to the end 
that they might have provided the ſupplies ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on thoſe meaſures, 
+... . * Having thus ſhewn, my Lords, that it is not 
1 $ poſlible to put ſuch a meaning upon this meſſage, 


(9 as 


A. 1740. DEBATES. 
« as has been put by the noble Lord that ſpoke 
« ]aſt, I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhips at preſent 
« with entering farther into the debate, becauſe I 
have as yet heard very little ſaid againſt the mo- 
tion; but if I ſhould hear any material objection 
* made to it, I ſhall beg leave to rife up again, in 
order to approve of the objections, if I think 
them ſuch as ought to be approved of, or to 
give them ſuch an anſwer, as I may think ſuffi- 
« cient for preventing their having any influence 
in this debate.” | | 


The next that ſpoke was the Earl of Cholmonde- 
ley, whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


_ + My Lords, ö 7 | 
However proper or neceſſary the motion now Ealof Ct 
© under our confideration may be, I wiſh that no- — y 
ble Lords would, when they make any motion, 
keep cloſe to the argument, and avoid launching 
out into perſonal invectives. The introductory 
< ſpeeches that have been made in favour of this 
motion, look'd, in my opinion, more like an 
introduction to an impeachment, than an intro- 
* duction to a motion for vindicating the privileges 
of this houſe. If our liberties are expiring, my 
Lords, or if any attack has been lately made 
* upon them, why does not ſome one of the noble 
Lords that think ſo, ſtand up in his place, and 
impeach thoſe who are carrying on, or contri- 
ving any ſuch attack? It is what every Lord has 
* a right to do: It is what every Lord ought to 
* do. Inſtead of bewailing upon every occaſion 
* the danger our liberties and conſtitution are ex- 
* poſed to, by ſecret machinations or fraudulent 
* practices, they.ought to explain thoſe machina- 
tions and practices to the houſe, and they ought 
to conclude with an impeachment in form againſt 
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PARLIAENTARY A. 1740. 
q the perſons they ſuppoſe to be the authors of 
« ſuch wicked and dangerous deſigns. 


I hope, my Lords, I have as great a con- 


cern for the liberties of the nation, and for the 
rights and privileges of this houſe, as any 
Lord that has the honour' of having a feat in 
this auguſt afſembly : If I thought, that any 
attack had been made upon either, no Lord 
ſhould be more ready than I, to concur in mea- 
(ures for bringing the guilty authors and abet- 
ters to condign puniſhment. But I do not 
think, that the leaſt attack has been lately made 
upon either; and, in the preſent cafe, I do 
not think it can be ſuppoſed, there was any de- 


houſe. His Majeſty, in his ſpeech from the 
throne, defired ſuch ſupplies, as might be effec- 
tual for enabling him to carry on the war with 
vigour z and if any one of thoſe ſupplies be of 
fuch a nature, as not to admit of an eſtimate, 
can we ſuppoſe, that his not acquainting us of 
this, was deſigned as a violation of any of the 
privileges of this houſe? It is well known to 


before us: We generally agree, or we may diſ- 

agree, to the ſupplies granted by the other 

houſe, without ſeeing any eſtimate. Whereas, 

in the other houſe, a particular eſtimate for each 
particular ſervice is always laid before them, and 

they never grant a larger ſum for any particular 

ſervice, than appears from the particular eſtimate 

to be neceſſary; nor do they grant any ſum for 

any particular ſervice, without having an eſti- 

mate for that particular ſervice previouſly laid 

before them. Therefore, when a ſervice was 

to be incurred, for which no particular eſtimate 
could be made, it was neceſſary for his Majeſty 
to tell them ſo; but, in my opinion, it would 
* have been both improper, and contrary to =_ 
* 5 6 u age 
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ſign of attacking the rights or privileges of this 


every Lord here, that no eſtimate is ever laid 
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uſage of Parliament, to have ſaid any thing of 
it to this houſe in his Majeſty's ſpeech, and 
much more ſo, to have acquainted us of it by 
a particular meſſage. It would, very probably, 
have given the alarm to the other houſe, as if 
his Majeſty defigned, that we ſhould interfere 
with them in granting the neceſſary ſupplies 3 
and therefore, [ think, his Majefty's not com- 
municating this meſſage to us, was ſo far from 
being any ſign of diſreſpect towards us, that it 
was a new teſtimony of his wiſdom, and of the 
great regard he has to the uſage of Parliament, 
and to the peace and happineſs of his people. 
But ſuppoſe, my Lords, I were of opinion, 
that this meſſage ought to have been communi- 
cated to this houſe at the ſame time it was com- 
municated to the other; yet, as I am fully ſa- 
tisfied, that no affront was intended to be put 
upon us, by not ſending this or ſome ſuch meſ- 
ſage to us, at the ſame time it was ſent. to the 
other houſe, I could not, in our preſent cireum- 
ſtances, concur with the motion now before 
you; becauſe I ſhould be afraid, that our com- 
ing to ſuch a reſolution might interrupt that 
unanimity, which is ſo neceſſary for bringing 
the war we are now engaged in, to a happy and 
ſpeedy iſſue; and when the noble Lord con- 
ſiders this, I hope he will not inſiſt upon having 


his motion put to the queſtion.” 


Lord Onſlow next ſtood. up, and made a ſhort 
ſpeech to the effect as follows, viz. 
n ot | z 
cannot pretend to be ſo nice a judge of the 8 
rights and privileges of this houſe, as ſome of 
* your Lordſhips may be; but I cannot think, 
that an application to the other houſe fingly, in 
* any matter. that relates to the ſupply, is ſuch a 
* dire& and open violation of the rights and pri- 
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332 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
vileges of this houſe, as ought to prevail with 
us to come to a reſolution, that may raiſe heats 
and animoſities about particular rights and privi- 
leges amongſt ourſelves, when the rights and 
privileges of the whole nation are in ſo much 
danger. I am perſuaded, an account of this 
motion will be look'd on as very good news, by 
the late Duke of Ormond at the head of his 
rebel army in Spain. From the very motion it- 
ſelf, I believe, both he and the court of Spain 
will conceive hopes of fucceſs in their intended 
invaſion 3 and if they conceive ſuch hopes from 
the motion, what will they not expect, ſhould 
they hear of its being agreed to? I am for do- 
ing nothing that may give them the leaſt encou- 
ragement to attempt an invaſion upon this na- 
tion, and therefore I ſhall be againſt agreeing to 
the reſolution propoſed.” r 


i | Lord Delawar then ſtood: up again, and ſpoke 


— oy pon, j} — S „ — 
n 2 4 
7 > Ti ""Y eb 2 
„ 


— 
er * 


ä 4 — eget - - 2 : 5 - D 2 * 2 "4 68 * * * 
—— 2 — 4 — 5 — — 
_ l — — 2 — : 2 — : = 
l —— — — TNTEOTorray mn mg rand IEEE BAR — — pram an = - — —- — 
x 7 . 7 S — * n A= 25 ＋ 2 e — — OS 07-772, 251 REI 
—— — nan a Maga ene rl are reel] en? ——— — — , 8 + — * — — * — 2 on — - - * V 
: Gs 2 2 5 EE Ig . — 6 — f — 
_ a=» #8 cup a . 7 


* 
}4; 
Ii 
f 

i 
1 
18 

- 


MK A BA HG AAA aA AA AA nA A 6a a 


thus: e 
c My Lords, 1 $854 e | 
< ] was in ſome hopes, the noble Lord would 


[! 1 L. 
| 12 have been prevailed on to have ſtood up and 


waved his motion; but as the queſtion ſeems 
to be inſiſted on, and as ſome Lords may be 
under difficulties with regard to a negative's be- 
ing put upon ſuch a motion, and, yet may be 
convinced, that the preſent is a very improper 
time for our coming to ſuch a reſolution, there- 
fore 1 ſhall wh et to move, that the previous 
« queſtion may „ IT Ol 
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Upon this the Lord. Carteret Rood up again, 
and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


NM Lords, 11880 8 N 
Lord Ce- Upon ſuch a motion as this, I am extremely - 
ters anwer. c ſurptized to hear any of your Lordſhips move 
| for the previous queſtion, The previous queſ- 


« tion, 
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« tion, my Lords, may, in many caſes, be right, 
« but ſurely it cannot be ſo in this. When a mo- 
tion is made, which appears to be in itſelf right, 
but which is neither neceſſary nor proper to be 
put to the queſtion at that time, the previous 
queſtion may then properly be moved for, and 

it is prudent to make uſe of it for waving a 
queſtion, which does not then neceſſarily require 
an affirmative, and which cannot, in its own 

nature, admit of a negative. But can the queſ- 

tion now before you be ſaid to be of ſuch a na- 
ture? My Lords, if it cannot admit of a nega- 
tive, it neceſſarily and immediately requires an 
affirmative, It is a queſtion that affects the ho- 
nour of this houſe, and conſequently the ho- 
nour of every Lord in it. If the honour of 
this houſe has been attacked by ſending ſuch a 

meſſage to the houſe of Commons fingly, which 

the previous queſtion ſuppoſes, will any of your 

Lordſhips fay, that we ought not immediately 
to vindicate our own honour, at leaft by ſuch a 
reſolution as my noble friend has been pleaſed to 
propoſe? Can our agreeing, to ſuch a reſolution 
be attended with bad conſequences at this time, 
any more than at another ? My Lords, it can be 
attended with no bad conſequences either to the 
nation in general, or to any particular man. It 
is ſo-prudently drawn up, that it can affect no 
perſon in the kingdom: But. if ſuch a thing 
could be ſuppoſed, ſhall we allow the ſafety of 
any ſubject whatever to ſtand in competition 
with the honour and dignity of this houſe ? 

* We may talk. of impeachments, my Lords, 
and of the right that every Lord in this houſe 
has, to and up in his place, and impeach 
* whomſoever he ſuppoſes to be guilty ; but if it 
* ſhould appear, which I hope it never ſhall, 
that the majority of your Lordſhips have a 
greater regard for the ſafety of any particular 


ſubject, 
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P ARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© ſubje&, than for your 6wn honour, or the ho- 
nour of this aſſembly, I am ſure it would be an 
imprudent and very ridiculous ſtep in any Lord, 
to riſe up and impeach that perſon before this 
aſſembly, even though he could bring evident 
proofs of his being guilty of the moſt heinous 
crimes and ee In all caſes of im- 

achment, there are ſeveral preparatory ſte 
Sens motions neceffary, before 155 Lord an . 
rectly impeach; and when ſuch preparatory 
motions are diſagreed to by the houſe, it be- 
comes impracticable for any Lord to proceed to 
an impeachment. In the preſent caſe, if what 
is now complained of were of ſuch a heinous 


preparatory ftep would be ſome ſuch motion as 
this, and the next would be a motion for ad- 


him; both which motions muſt be agreed to; 
and an anſwer returned from his Majeſty, be- 
fore any Lord could ſtand up in his place, and 
impeach the perſon who gave the advice. But 
at preſent there is no ſuch defign : If there were; 
the motion would have been drawn up in much 
ſtronger terms. We may ſee from the terms in 
which it is drawn up, that the noble Lord has 
no other defign, than to vindicate the rights 
and privileges of this houſe z and for this pur- 
poſe, his motion will have a good effect, what- 
ever may be its fate. Even though our agree- 
ing to it ſhould at this time be prevented by the 
er queſtion, yet the very motion will, 1 
ope, prevent any miniſter's * to ſnew ſuch 
a contempt of this houſe for the future. 
This, I hope, my Lords, will be the conſe- 
© quence of the motion, even though you ſhould 
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put the previous queſtion upon it; but, if that 
< queſtion ſhould paſs in the negative, I muſt beg 
« your Lordſhips to conſider what effect it —_ 

"pa | c Have 


* 
* 


| 


8 


nature, as to deſerve an impeachment, the firſt 


dreſſing his Majeſty to know who had adviſed 
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have with regard to your own characters. By put- 
« ting the previous queſtion, you admit, that the 
motion is in itſelf right: What reaſon then can 
« be aſſigned for your not agreeing to it? None, 
« but the regard you have for thoſe who have, at 
- © preſent, the honour to be his Majeſty's counſel- 
« lors and adviſers; and will not the cenſorious 
« world from thence conclude, that you have a 
« greater regard for them, than you have for 
your own honour or reputation? Therefore, if 
© the previous queſtion ſhould be put, as it muſt 
be, if inſiſted on, I hope every Lord that 
© thinks the honour of this houſe is not in the 
« leaſt affected, by the ſending of this meſſage to 
the other houſe without taking any notice of 
© this, as well as every Lord who thinks other- 
« wiſe, will give his affirmative upon the previous 
« queſtion, in order that the principal queſtion 
may be put; for thoſe who think the honour 
« of this houſe not in the leaft affected, ought to 
be for having a negative put upon the principal 
* queſtion, in order to vindicate their own cha- 
racters; and thoſe who think otherwiſe, ought 
to inſiſt upon having the principal queſtion im- 
* mediately agreed to, in order to vindicate the 
* honour of this aſſembly. In a cafe of honour, 5 
* my Lords, there is no doubt to be admitted of; 
for no man can have a true regard to his ho- 
* nour, that does not immediately endeavour to 
* vindicate it, in every caſe where there is the 
* leaft ſuſpicion of its being attack c. 
* But, my Lords, can any one. of your Lord- 
* ſhips doubt of the affront that has been put 
upon this houſe, in not communicating. to us a 
* meaſure in which the nation is fo much con- 
* cerned ? Are we to agree to the ſupplics voted 
by the other houſe, without knowing any one 
* reaſon for our fo doing? The other houſe will 
probably, I hope they will, grant a ſupply = 
| ates þ * the 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
the meaſures now under his Majeſty's conſidera- 
tion; but how are we to know that there are 
any ſuch meaſures under his confideration ? Are 
we to take an information, with regard to his 


Majeſty's intentions, from the Commons? God 


forbid, my Lords, that ever any of your Lord- 


0 

64 

6 

> 

< ſhips ſhould entertain ſo mean a thought. What 
can we think then of this neglect? Muſt we not 
< think, that we are forgotten by his Majeſty, or, 
© at leaſt, by thoſe who have the honour to ad- 
< viſe him? And, if this houſe ſhall once come 
to be forgotten by the crown, it will be forgot- 
ten by every man in the kingdom. It will be 
« deſerted even by thoſe who then have the ho- 
c nour, I may ſay the misfortune, of being mem- 
6 
6 
4 
= 
« 
& 


four court Lords, and perhaps half a dozen or 


come to be the caſe, we may eafily judge what 

vos or authority it will have among the 
E. | 9 | | 

c N or this reaſon, my Lords, I think we are 


have expreſſed themſelves a little warmly, they 
ought to be applauded. It is natural for a 
young gentleman of any. ſpirit to grow. warm, 
when he thinks his honour in the leaft degree 
attack d. My Lords, it is with pleaſure I per- 
ceive a ſpirit of virtue and liberty beginning to 
prevail among the young Lords of this houſe. 
Their example will, I hope, be followed by all 
the youth of the nation; and therefore, I muſt 
look upon them as the beſt ſecurities we can 
have for the preſervation and improvement of 
our conſtitution. Old men may, perhaps, be 3 
little too paſſive: They may fit ſtill under an 
incroachment, rather than expoſe themſelves to 
* the danger and fatigue of oppoſing it; Fans 
Ca 8 x | | : 6 us, 
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bers. It will then be attended only by three or 
a dozen of Prelates; and, if this ſhould ever 


infinitely obliged to the noble young Lords that 
made and ſeconded this motion; and, if they 


« thus, by ſuffering incroachment after incroach- 
ment, the conſtitution may be undone : But, 
« when the youth of a free nation are indu'd with 
« a true ſpirit of virtue and honour, they will 
take fire upon the firſt incroachment : They wil 
bear any fatigue, they will expoſe themſelves to 
any danger, rather than allow: the firſt to go 
« unpuniſhed, or at leaſt unreſented ; and thus, 


by oppoſing the firſt, they will prevent a ſe- 


« conduc nou: Pat aca 

It is needleſs, my Lords, to aſk a precedent 
for our complaining of the meſſage now under 
our conſideration. It is hardly poſſible there 
« ſhould be any one directly in point. There ne- 
ver was ſuch a meſſage ſent to both, or either 
houſe of Parliament, before the year 1717. 
© But, I muſt obſerve, that this is not the firſt 
_ © affront that has of late been attempted to be 
put upon this houſe. In the year 1726, his 
late Majeſty was adviſed, in a meſſage then 
« ſent, to call the other houſe the Parliament, 
as if this houſe had been no branch of the 


* legiſlature. This was then properly reſented : 


Thoſe who adviſed it, were obl:ged to own it 
was a miſtake; and it was, almoſt with tears 
in their eyes, they prevented a farther reſent- 
ment. This is a precedent for our complaining 
when any negle& ſeems to be ſhewn us by the 
crown. The two caſes, I ſhall grant, are far 
from being parallel; for the — 4 caſe is as 
* much ſtronger than the former, as facts are 
* ſtronger than words. In the former caſe, the 
other houſe was, in words only, called the Par- 
© lament; but in the preſent, they are, in fact, 
treated as ſuch. They have been ſingly con- 
* ſulted in a point of the greateſt importance and 
* concern to the publick, as if we, of this houſe, 
had no ſhare in the legiſlature or government of 
our country. Therefore, if we had then rea- 
Vo I. XIX. 2 « ſon 
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PARLIANMENTARVY A. 1740. 
ſon to complain, as the majority of this houſe, 
at that time, thought we had, the reaſon we 
now have, is more cogent, and ought to be 
more prevailing. 

Our Sovereign's addreſſing himſelf, in his 
ſpeech, to the other houſe particularly, when 
he mentions the neceſſary ſupplies, can afford 
no pretence or excuſe for the negle& now ſhewn 
to this. In every ſpeech from the throne, the 
firſt part of it is addreſſed to both houſes ; and, 
in that, the meaſures or ſervices which make 
the ſupplies neceſſary, are mentioned: Being 
thus informed of the ſervices, we may judge of 
them, and may declare againft them, if we think 
them improper or inconfiſtent with the publick 
good. But with regard to the ſervices or mea- 


no information of them, in a Parliamentary way, 
and therefore can no way judge of them, or 
give his Majeſty any advice concerning them. 


know, that he has certain meaſures under his 
' conſideration, which will occafion ſome extraor- 
dinary expenze, not comprehended in the efti- 
mates laid before the other houſe, I ſhould cer- 
tainly have approved, without enquiring what 
the meaſures were, and ſhould have been ready 

to have concurred in granting a ſupply ſufficient 

for carrying them into execution, becauſe, I be- 

lieve, they are right, and ſuch as may contri- 

bute to our ſucceſs in the preſent war. But, if 
I had thought otherwiſe, if I had thought that 

his Majeſty had been adviſed to fend the fleets 

and armies of this kingdom upon fome roman- 

tick expedition, I would have been fo far from 

approving, that I ſhould probably have moved 

for an addreſs, in order to give his Majeſty pro- 

er advice upon the occaſion; and, if the other 

| houſe had granted a ſupply for the carrying = 
| | e 7 


ſures mentioned in this meſſage, we have had 


If his Majefty had been ſo good as to let us 
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© accounts to be laid before them. 
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of ſuch meaſures, I ſhould have refuſed giving 
it my concurrence in this houſe. Whereas, in 


© the preſent caſe, I can neither approve nor diſ- 
approve of the meaſures; and, if the grant of 


a ſupply for carrying on meaſures I know no- 


thing of in a Parliamentary way, ſhould come 


up from the other houſe, I am ſure, I ſhall think 
myſelf bound in duty to my King and coun- 
try, as well as for the fake of the honour of 


this houſe, to oppoſe as much as I can our 
giving our concurrence to ſuch a grant. 


« *Tis true, my Lords, the eſtimates for the 
particular ſervices are not laid before this houſe z 


but I hope no Lord imagines, that it is becauſe 


we have not a right to examine into the ſupplies 
granted by the other houſe for anſwering thoſe 
ſervices. We may not only examine into them, 
but we may prevent their having any effect, by 
refuſing our concurrence : We ought to do fo, 
when we know nothing in a Parliamentary way, 
of the ſervices. for which they were granted 
and though the eſtimates for the particular ſer- 
vices are not uſually laid befores us, yet our So- 
vereign, in his ſpeech frqm the throne, at the 
opening of the ſeſſion, either does, or ought to 
communicate to us, in general terms, the ſer- 


; | vices for which the ſupplies are to be granted, 


and m our preſence acquaints the other houſe, 
that he has ordered the particular eſtimates and 
Nay, even as 
to thoſe eſtimates and accounts, we may, if we 
pleaſe, call for them, and may examine particu- 
larly into every one of them: Twould be our 
duty to do ſo, if we ſhould have the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion, that any one of them were falſe, or over- 
charged. 85 
From what I have faid, my Lords, I hope, 
it will appear, that thoſe who adviſed his Ma- 
jeſty to ſend a meſſage to the other houſe, re- 
2 2 « lating 
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« fore reſolved on; and this form, or rather farc 
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© lating to publick meaſures to be undertaken, 
without taking any notice of this houſe, have 


been guilty of a violation of our rights and pri- 
vileges, as one, and I hope I may yet ſay, the 
ſuperior houſe of Parliament; and this viola- 
tion, *tis the more neceſſary for us to take notice 
of, becauſe it is a violation of thoſe Parliamen- 


tary forms of proceeding which, by our conſti- 
tution, it has always been thought neceſlary to 


obſerve. Such a violation, my Lords, gives 
me a moſt melancholy conſideration; becauſe 


the ſubſtance of a conſtitution of government 


muſt be gone, before any one will dare to at- 
tack the forms. Even in the moſt abſolute go- 


vernments that have been eſtabliſned upon the 
ruins of liberty, the forms of their ancient con- 


ſtitution have been preſerved. The Romans re- 
tained their ſenate and their popular magiſtrates, 
even under their moſt arbitrary and tyrannical 
Emperors; and the conſent of that ſenate ſeem- 
ed to be aſked to every publick a& ; the elec- 
tion of their conſuls, their tribunes, and ſeveral 
other magiſtrates, ſeemed to be left to the free 
choice of the people; but every one knows, 
that their ſenates always approved what the ty- 
rant's chief miniſter dictated, and the people al- 
ways choſe for their magiſtrates, the perſons 
that were nominated by him; ſo that in effect 
the government was as abſolute, and much 
more tyrannical, than it could have been, had 
they had no appearance of a ſenate, or of any 
popular magiſtrate. In France likewiſe, the forms 
of their ancient free conſtitution are ſtill pre- 
ſerved. The Parliament of Paris ftill regiſters 
the King's edits ; but that Parliament has not 
now the liberty to refuſe. So in this houſe, ve 
may be allowed to approve of thoſe meaſures, 
which our Sovereign and his miniſters have be- 
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come a mere piece of form, or a mere farce ; 
jeſty to treat us in ſuch a manner, are of 'opi- 


approbation to their meaſures ſo much as worth 
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of having our approbation, may be continued 
for many years after our liberty or power of re- 
fuſing it is taken away. I hope the ceremony 
of having our approbation is not, as yet, be- 


but from the treatment now complained of, I 
muſt ſuppoſe, that thoſe who adviſed his Ma- 


h © . . 
nion, that even this farce is now become unne- 
ceſſary, for, it ſeems, they do not think our 


aſking. 

My Lords, the conſtitution of our govern- 
ment, according to its ancient form, is the moſt 
perfect, I believe, that was ever eftabliſh'd ; 
and therefore we certainly will, as long as we 
have any honour or publick ſpirit left, endea- 
vour to preſerve it. A very great hiſtorian and 
politician has long ago ſaid, that the beſt form 
of government 1s that, which confiſts of a cer- 
tain mixture of the three principal ſorts of go- 
vernment; but ſuch a form of government, 
ſays he, cannot poſſibly long endure. We, in 
this kingdom, have fallen upon that mixture, 1 
which he recommends; and thank God, we " RAY 
have hitherto defeated his prophecy. Our an- 1 
ceſtors have preſerved that mixture for many 
ages, often at the riſk of their lives and for- 
tunes: God forbid! my Lords, it ſhould periſh 
in our hands. But if we ſhould once allow any 
miniſter to tread under foot, or in the leaſt de- 
ſpiſe the rights and privileges of this houſe, or 
to adviſe our Sovereign to do ſo, the dignity of 
the Peerage will evaniſn, and if the dignity of 
the Peerage ſhould evaniſh, the dignity of the 
Crown itſelf will be gone; for the dignity of 
our Sovereign conſiſts in his being ſovereign 
Lord of a free people, and a great number of 
conſiderable and independent Lords: Our con- 
| 23 ſtitution 
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342 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
—  * ftitution will ſoon deviate, into a democracy, 
© which will of courſe, ſoon come under the abſo- 
* lute rule of one, perhaps, one of the loweſt 
rank among them. This has been already once 
* our fate, and this may, probably, be again our 
fate, if we ſhould ever bring ourſelves into pub- 
* lick contempt, by allowing a daring and uſurp- 
ing miniſter to trample upon our rights and pri- 
* vileges. To prevent this for the future, is the 
* only intention of the preſent motion ; and 
therefore, I hope, every Lord that thinks there 
is the leaft cauſe to ſuppoſe, that our honour 
has been attacked by the late neglect that has 
been ſhewn us, will give his affirmative to the 
principal queſtion; for I cannot think the noble 
| FI will inſiſt upon the previous queſtion, be- 
* cauſe I have ſhewn, that every Lord in this 
* houſe, let his opinion be what it will, ought to 
be for having the principal queſtion immediately 
6 determined.” 
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The next that ſpoke was the Duke of Neu- 
caſtle, the purport of whoſe FOR was as fol- 
lows, VIZ, 


My Lords, 
Duke of * With regard to the motion now under your 
2 0 Lordſhips conſideration, the previous queſtion [ 
pee think is right, and for this very reaſon, becauſe WW 
1 « the principal queſtion is not right. There are 
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N many queſtions which ought to have a negative 5 
1 put upon them, whereof I think this is one, « 
16 and yet there may be dangey in attempting to 
. put that . 3 becauſe, if the principal 
IF i * queſtion ſhould be put, what by the ill-ground- WF « 
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The preſent queſtion, my Lords, is, I ſay, 
in my opinion, a queſtion of this nature: If it 
« were to be put, I ſhould be under no difficulty 
«in giving my negative to it, becauſe, I think, 
« the ſending of this meſſage to the other houſe 
+ ſingly, was neither contrary to the cuſtoms of 
Parliament, nor any way derogatory to the 
« rights or privileges of this houſe. His Majeſty, 


in his ſpeech from the throne, acquainted us of 


the juſt and neceſſary war he was engaged in, 
and in our preſence demanded of the other 
© houſe ſuch effectual ſupplies, as might enable 
© him to carry on the war with vigour, In our 
« preſence he told the other houſe, that he had 
© ordered the eſtimates, for the ſervice of the en- 
« ſuing year, to be laid before them; but could 
any Lord of this houſe, or any member of the 
other, then imagine, that eſtimates could be 
* made of all the ſervices that in time of war 
* might become neceſſary? We all know, my 
© Lords, that in time of war, the moſt effectual 
* meaſures for carrying it on with ſucceſs, are ge- 


* nerally ſuch as ought to be kept ſecret, till the 


very moment of execution. The preparations 
for the execution of ſuch meaſures muſt be at- 
* tended with an extraordinary expence, and it is 


impoſſible to lay any eſtimate of that expence 


© before either houſe of Parliament, without di- 


vulging thoſe meaſures which are to be carried 
on. Therefore, I think, from his Majeſty's 


* ſpeech itſelf, we could not but expect, that, be- 


* fides the eſtimates uſually laid before the other 
* houſe, and which might be laid before them 
* without divulging thoſe meaſures that ought to 
be kept ſecret, I fay, we could not but from 
* thence expect, that ſome certain ſum would be 


* demanded for the carrying on of meaſures, that 


neither could, nor ought to be communicated ; 
and the aſcertaining of that ſum may, I think, 
2 4 proper- 
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properly be called the eſtimate for thoſe ſervices 
or meaſures; ſo that the meſſage complained of, 


I muſt look upon as an additional eſtimate, or 
as an extenſion of the eſtimates previouſly laid 


before that houſe ; and I do not think it is con- 


* trary to the cuſtoms of Parliament, or deroga- 


_ © \tory to the privileges of this houſe, in his Ma- 


* jeſty, to lay, or to order to be laid, any ſort of 
* eſtimate before the other houſe, without order- 
* ing it at the ſame time to be laid before this. 
From the journals of Parliament, my Lords, 
* it will appear, that during the war in Queen 
s Anne's reign, there were many ſuch meſſages 
* ſent to the houſe of Commons only. Nay, 
during the whole war, it was in every ſeſſion 
the cuſtom, to enable her Majeſty to apply any 
* 'part of the ſupplies granted in that ſeſſion, to 
S.' ſecret, or not then thought of ſervices. And 
* ſo far was this houſe at that time from imagin- 
ing, they were to be conſulted with reſpect to 
every warlike meaſure, the crown might think 
proper to undertake, that thoſe difappropriating 
* clauſes, as I may call them, were always agreed 
* to without the leaſt intimation from the crown, 
that any ſecret meaſures were then under con- 


+ fideration. 
I I ſhall grant, my Lords, that when his Ma- 


* jeſty is to aſk the advice of his Parliament, it is 
this houſe he ought principally to apply to. I 


_ $ ſhall likewiſe grant, that it is prudent in the 
s crown to adviſe with its Parliament in all caſes 


+ of great importance, unleſs they be ſuch as re- 
s quire great ſecreſy. His preſent Majeſty has al- 
* ways done ſo; and has never, in the leaſt, de- 


8 parted from that advice which has, from time 


£ to time, been given him by his Parliament. 


t But, I hope, no Lord will ſay, that his Majeſty 


is never to make the leaſt ſtep, without firſt 


_ *conſulting his Partiament z and, in caſes which 


* require 


in 10 
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« require ſecreſy, it is impoſſible for him to have bY 
« the advice of his Parliament, becauſe he cannot Wi! 
« apply for it without divulging the ſecret, The 1 
« meaſures he has now under conſideration, and 3h 
which will require ſome extraordinary expence, TR 
« an eſtimate of which, or the amount of which, it | 
© he has, according to cuſtom, ordered to be laid Wi 
before the other houſe, are meaſures which muſt 1 


« be kept ſecret, and therefore they are ſuch as 
he can have no advice about from his Parlia- 
ment. If he had, by meſſage, applied for 
© the advice of the other houſe about thoſe, or 
about any meaſures, the noble Lord would have 
been right in his motion. A meſſage for ad- 
vice ſent ſingly to the other houſe, would cer- 
« tainly have been derogatory to the privileges- of 
this; but, his Majeſty neither aſks, nor can 
© aſk any advice as to thoſe meaſures, either of 
them or us. As the meaſures muſt be kept ſe- 
© cret, it would, in my opinion, have been ab- 
ſurd to have ſent any meſſage relating to 
them, to this houſe. His Majeſty was obliged 
to tell the other houſe, that beſides the eſtimates 
laid before them, ſome farther expence would 
© be neceſſary for carrying on the war with vigour, f 
of which no eſtimate could be laid before them, 1 
5 becauſe the meaſures concerted for that purpoſe, l' 

* were ſuch as could not be communicared, Such 
* a meſſage could not, I am ſure, be properly ſent 
© to this houſe; and, I muſt deſire Lords to con- 
© fider, how it would have ſounded, to have de- 
«© fired our advice about meaſures, and at the ſame 
time to have told us, that thoſe meaſures were 
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| * ſuch as could not be communicated to us. 15 j 
I Therefore, I muſt think, that the not ſending | 

of this meſſage to us, is ſo far from being dero- 

* gatory to our privileges, that it would have 

been inconſiſtent with our dignity, to have ſent 

bit to us in the terms in which it was ſent to the 1 

| . other 1 
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other houſe, or in any terms in which it could 
have been conceived, - | 


* Thus, my Lords, it appears, that his Maje- 


+ ity could not ſay any thing to us in relation to 


* thoſe meaſures, which render this extraordinary 
* ſupply neceſſary ; and, as to the ſupply itſelf, 


© as well as the meaſures for which it is granted, 


we ſhall have an opportunity to give our con- 


© ſent to both, when the appropriation clauſe 
© comes to receive the concurrence of this houſe, 
* which it muſt do, before it can be paſſed into a 
* law. Therefore, there can, in my opinion, be 
© no juſt reaſon for this complaint, and I am ſure, 
< there is no precedent for it. That in 1726, is far 
© from being an authority for it. The other houſe 
* ſingly was then called the Parliament, which 
vas certainly a miſtake, and which might, per- 
© haps, have been of bad conſequence to the ho- 
© nour. and dignity of this houſe, if it had not 
© been reſented ; but, in the meſſage now under 
© our confideration, the other houſe is neither 
c called the Parliament, nor treated as ſuch : It is 
c treated only as that houſe of Parliament before 
c which the eſtimates are uſually laid, and in this, 
« I think, no Lord can fay, there is any miſtake 
or impropriety, nor can it, in my opinion, in 
the leaſt affect either the honour and dignity, or 
« the rights and privileges of this houſe. 
For theſe reaſons, my Lords, I ſhould be un- 
der no difficulty in giving my negative to the 
motion; but, as other Lords may not be fo 
fully convinced in this caſe as I am, and may 
therefore be unwilling to put a direct negative 
upon the motion, therefore, I think it the beſt 
* way to put the previous queſtion, and when 
< that queſtion is put, I ſhall moſt heartily give it 
my negative, in which, I hope, moſt of the 
+ Lords that hear me will concur.* | 


The 
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The Earl of Cheſterfield was the next that ſtood 
up, whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus: 
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My Lords, 


© I am ſurprized to hear the noble Duke ſay, 
that this meſſage ought to be conſidered as an Parlof Chef 


eld 


eſtimate, or that it could not have been con- —m—_ 


ceived in ſuch terms, as to make it proper for 
being communicated to this houſe, Is there any 
one word in the meſſage, that can make it look 
like an eſtimate ? Is there the leaſt mention of 
any ſum, either in general or particular? If his 
Majeſty, in his meſſage to the other houſe, had 
fad, that he had under his conſideration, cer- 
tain meaſures, which would occafion an extraor- 
dinary expence of 2 or 300, oool. not compre- 
hended in the eſtimates laid before them, there 
might then have been ſome reaſon to call it an 
eſtimate; though even in that caſe, it ought to 
have been communicated to this houſe, as well 
as the other. But in the words it is expreſſed, 
I think it impoſſible to find out a pretence for 


calling it an eſtimate, or any thing like an 


eftimate ; at leaſt I muſt think, that thoſe who 
have found out ſuch a pretence, are mighty 
ingenious in contriving how to palliate or ex- 
cuſe an affront, that has been put upon this aſ- 
ſembly; which is a ſort of ingenuity that would 
not look: very well in private life, whatever it 
may do in publick. In private life, if a man 
ſhould, without defigning an affront, do or ſay 
any thing, or commit any miſtake or overſight, 
that might look like putting an affront upon 
another, he would be in the right, ſhould he 
uſe all his art to explain and excuſe himfelf ; 
but if the perſon who receives the affront, 
ſhould make uſe of any art or ingenuity for pal- 
lating the affront put upon him, I ſhould be 
apt to conclude, chat ſuch a perſon had _ 

« ſuch 
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« ſuch a regard to, his own honour, as he ought to 
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have. | 

IJ am, therefore, not a little ſurprized, to find 
among your Lordſhips, ſo much art made uſe 
of upon this occaſion, and ſuch far-fetch'd 
gloſſes put upon this meſſage, in order to pal- 


late or excuſe the neglect, or rather contempt, 


that has been ſhewn us. But, my Lords, it is 
impoſſible, in my opinion, to find any excuſe 
that can have the leaſt weight upon thoſe, who 
have a true and a nice regard to the honour of 
this aſſembly. The meſſage is plainly this, that 
his Majeſty has under his conſideration, certain 
ſecret meaſures or deſigns for attacking or diſ- 
treſſing the enemy, which will occafion an ex- 
traordinary expence, the particulars of which he 
cannot, for the ſike of ſecreſy, communicate, 
but defires the aſſiſtance of the other houſe, for 
enabling him to carry them on, in the moſt ef- 
fectual manner. Is not this a communication of 
his Majeſty's deſigns, as far as they could be 
communicated ? And ought not we to have had 
this communication made to us, as well as the 
other houſe ? Or was it leſs neceſſary to aſk our 
aſſiſtance, than to aſk the aſſiſtance of the other 
houſe? No miniſter could think it was, but he 


who thinks himſelf ſo ſure of our favours, that 


they are not worth aſking. This, my Lords, 
is treating us like the moſt common proftitutes. 


We have from his Majeſty. heard of augmenta- 


tions of our forces by ſea and land, we have 
heard of raiſing a body of marines : When the 
ſupplies granted by the other houſe for theſe 
purpoſes, ſhall come before us, we ſhall know 
what they are for; and I do not queſtion, but 
your Lordſhips will moſt readily give them your 


. concurrence. But have we from his Majeſty 


heard any thing of certain ſecret meaſures now 
under his Royal conſideration ? And if the _w 
N | s Nhoulc 
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« houſe ſhould grant a ſupply for thoſe meaſures, 


can We conucur in granting ſuch a ſupply, when 
ve do not know, that there are any ſuch mea- 


« that the Commons have granted a certain ſum of 
money for the carrying on of certain ſecret war- 
« like meaſures, but it cannot inform us, that his 
Majeſty then has, or ever had ſuch meaſures in 
view; for this is an information we can take 
from none but his Majeſty himſelf, and without 
« this information, we ſhall act inconſiſtently with 
the honour and dignity of this houſe, if we 
give our concurrence to a ſupply granted for 
* ſuch a purpoſe. | ö 
This, my Lords, muſt ſhew how neceſſary 
© it was for his Majeſty, to acquaint us by meſ- 


| * ſage with his having ſuch meaſures under his 


* conſideration 3 and it was fo eaſy to have form- 
© ed a proper meſlage for that purpoſe, that I am 
« aſtoniſhed to hear the poſſibility of it doubted 
of. Other Lords may, perhaps, much better 
« underftand the method of drawing up a meſſage 
from the crown to this houſe, becauſe they have 
« of late years had great practice in this way, 
more, I hope, than I ſhall ever have occaſion 
for; but, in my opinion, even the meſſage ſent 
to the Commons would have required but very 
© little alteration in order to have made it a meſ- 
* ſage proper to be ſent to this houſe. If the 
words, not comprehended in the eſtimates laid be- 
fore this houſe, had been left out, and the word, 
Lords, put inſtead of the word, Commons, I 
* can fee no reaſon, why it might not have been 
* a meſſage proper enough to have been ſent to 
this houſe. We ſhould then have had a proper 
information of his Majeſty's having ſuch mea- 
* ſures under his conſideration z and we ſhould 
* have had an opportunity to approve of his Ma- 
_ © jeſty's care and concern for the ſucceſs of the 
| | | | © war, 


« ſures. ' The appropriation clauſe may inform us, 
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« war, and, perhaps, to give him ſome general ad- 
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vice in relation to the meaſures proper to be pur- 
ſued, in caſe we had thought it neceſſary.” I hope 


the danger of our preſuming to give our advice 


upon fo important an occafion, was not the rea- 
ſon of his Majeſty's being adviſed not to let us 
know, that he had any meaſures for the proſe- 
cution of the war under his conſideration ; for I 
am ſure, if it was, it ought to be refented in a 


much ſtronger manner, than the noble Lord has 
by his motion propoſed. 


But, my Lords, whatever was the reaſon for 
negle&ing, or purpoſely avoiding to communi- 
cate his Majeſty's intentions to us, at the ſame 
time they were communicated to the other 
houſe, it muſt appear, from what I have faid, 
to be a moſt notorious and unprecedented flight 
put upon this houſe. I ſhalf not fay, my Lords, 
we were forgotten, or that any real injury has 
been done ns. We were, I believe, remember- 


ed; but it was, in order to put a defigned af- 
front upon us. We have not been meg but 
e; becauſe 


we have been lighted, which is wor 
a flight proceeds always from contempt, whereas 
an injury proceeds often from fear. A power- 
ful, warlike, and jealous people can never be 


lighted ; but if their neighbours think them 
too powerful, they will, probably, take an op- 


portunity, if they can lay hold of one, to do 
them a real injury, in order to diminiſh their 
power. It is the fame with any affembly of 
men : They muſt be contemned, before they 
can be flighted ; and if we ſubmit tamely to the 
ſlight we have npon this occafion met with, we 
may aſſure ourſelves of meeting very ſoon with 
a ſecond from the fame hand, and ſo with a 
third, a fourth, till at laſt, we ſhall come to be 
contemned, flighted, and inſulted by the whole 
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The noble Lord was, therefore, much in the 
right to take notice of this flight, that has been 
put upon us, and to take notice of it in the 
moſt ſolemn manner. I hope the majority of 
your Lordſhips, at leaſt, will jom with him 
upon this occaſion. His youth can be no reaſon 
for preventing the oldeſt Lord in this houſe 
from joining with him in ſuch a juſt, ſuch a ne- 
ceſſary, and ſuch a modeſt fort of reſentment. 
It is not the firft time a nation has been faved 
by the vigilance, the alacrity, and the courage 
of a young man of quality. Rome was ſaved 
by a very young Lord, or Patrician, when 
many of thoſe that were much older than he, 
were like to have ruined their country by their 
deſpair. When I fay this, my Lords, every 
one muſt know, I mean the great Scipio, after- 


wards called Africanus, who, before he was 


twenty years of age, ſaved his country, by 
compelling thoſe that were deſpairing, to take a 
ſolemn oath, that they ſhould never leave nor 
forſake it. And if there be any amongſt us, 
that defparr of being able to preſerve the dignity 
and authority of this houſe, I hope the example 
of the young Lords that made and ſeconded 
this motion, will revive their drooping courage, 
and make them reſolve never to forſake or give 
up thoſe rights and privileges, for which their 
I have ſo bravely fought, and fo often 
* But for God's ſake, my Lords, why ſhould 
we be fo ſhy of declaring our opinion upon this 


occaſion? Many, I hope the majority of the 
Lords of this houſe, are of opinion, that the 


negle& lately ſhewn us, affects our honour in 


the moſt ſenſible part. Why ſhould we refuſe, 


or delay to reject or embrace this opinion? Let 


* us peremptorily declare, whether it does, or 


does not. Suppoſe we ſhould declare it does, 
8 2 
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by agreeing to the preſent motion, what preju- 
dice can from thence enſue to the common- 
wealth? Such a reſolution may, indeed, reflect 
© a little upon the man, who was the occaſion of 
this flight being put upon us. Who he may be, 
I cannot comprehend. Such a flight could not 
proceed from the crown itſelf, nor would it 
© have been allowed, if the advice of any Lord 
© of this houſe had been aſked. Yet there are 


© ſeveral amongſt us, who have the honour to be 


R KM KA M A A 


© of his Majeſty's council; but I muſt ſuppoſe, 
© that none of them were conſulted upon the oc- 
< cafion, I am ſorry they were not: F hope they 
< donot often find themſelves ſo much neglected. 
But let this reſolution, if agreed to, refle& upon 
whom it will, it can do no hurt to the common- 
wealth, nor to any community or body of men 
in the kingdom. In the preſervation of the 
rights and privileges of this houſe, every com- 
munity, every body of men in the nation, have 
a concern. If ours ſhould: be brought into dan- 
ger, the rights and privileges of no body of 
men, nor of any particular man, in the British 
« dominions could be ſecure. Therefore, my 
Lords, for our own ſakes, for the ſake of our 


fellow - ſubjects, for the ſake of our King, for 


© the ſake of our country, we are obliged to be 
« jealous: of the rights and privileges of this 
< houſe, and conſequently, I think, we are obli- 
ged to agree immediately to this motion.” 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was made by 
the Lord Chancellor, who ſtood up again, and 
ſpoke to this effect, viz. e 

My Lords, N l . 
© As I have yet given you no other trouble in 
© this debate, than merely to ſtate the queſtion un- 
der your conſideration, I ſhall now give you my 
5 2 opinion 
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have been very imprudent in his Majeſty to have 


opinion upon it, which I ſhall do in as few 
words as poſſible. My Lords, if I thought 
that 2 of our rights or privileges had been in 
the violated, by not ſending the meſſage 
complained of, to this houſe, at the ſame time 
it was ſent to the Commons, no one of your 
Lordſhips. could be more ready than I ſhould 
be, to agree to this motion, or to any farther 
ſtep that ſhould be thought neceſſary for aſcer- 4 
taining and ſecuring our rights and privileges ink 
time to come; but, I am ſo far from thinking 
it a violation, or even a neglect of any of our 
rights and privileges, that I think it was abſo- 
lutely unneceſſary, and would have been very 
imprudent, to have ſent any meſſage to this 
houſe, upon the ſubject this meſſage related to. 
We know how ſtrenuouſly, and with what 
warmth, the other houſe have for many years aſ- 
ſerted their having the ſole right of granting 
ſupplies. We know what animoſities and divi- 
ſions have ariſen between the two houſes, as of- 
ten as any queſtion has been ſtarted upon this 
ſubject; and every Lord muſt, with terror, form 
in his mind, an Idea of the unhappy ſtate of 
anarchy this nation would be thrown into, 
ſhould a breach happen in our preſent circum- 
ſtance between our two houſes of Parliament. 
This, I am convinced, would have been the 
conſequence, had his Majeſty ſent to this houſe, 
a meſſage of the ſame kind with that ſent to the 
other. The Commons would have immediately 
taken-the alarm, and would have ſaid, that his 
Majeſty, by ſuch a meſſage, had in a manner 
directed us to interfere with, and incroach upon 
them in their ſole right of granting ſupplies. 
Thus I have ſhewn, my Lords, that it would 


ſent any meſſage upon this occaſion to us; and 
that none of our rights or privileges, or even 
Vor. XIX. ö © the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
the deference that is due to us, made the ſend- 
ing of ſuch a meſſage to this houſe neceſſary, I 


ſhall now endeavour to ſhew. My Lords, there 


are three ſorts of meſſages which are uſually 


ſent by the crown, to beth or either houſe of 


Parliament. The firſt ſort are ſuch as uſually 
ate, and ought to be ſent to both houſes: The 
ſecond, ſuch as are, and ought to be ſent but to 
one houſe 3; and the third, ſuch as ought to be 
ſent to one or other of the two houſes, accord- 
ing to the nature of the buſineſs to which they 


relate, Of the firſt ſort are all meſſages for ad- 
vice, or for any new powers, eſpecially in af- 


fairs that relate to the publick in general; as to 
which we all know, that his preſent Majeſty 

has been very exact, and has never ſhewn the 
leaſt ſort of negle& to one or other of his houſes 
of Parliament. Of. the ſecond fort, are all meſ- 
ſages that relate to the Peerage, ſuch as that in 
the year 1718, which was ſent to this houſe 
only, and likewiſe all meſſages relating any way 
to judicature, which are to be ſent to this houſe 
ſingly, without taking notice: of the other, be- 
cauſe the cognizance of all ſuch affairs belongs 


ſolely to this houſe ; and yet, if an act of Par- 


liament be neceſſary for introducing any new re- 


gulation, with reſpect to either of theſe caſes, 


we muſt have the concurrence of the other 
houſe, before that regulation can be paſſed into a 
law. Of this ſecond fort likewiſe are all meſlages 
relating ſingly to the buſineſs of ſupplies, which, 
in order to prevent a breach between the two 
houſes of Parliament, are now to be ſent ſingly 
to the other houſe, without taking notice of 


this; and yet the grants of thoſe ſupplies, that 


are made by the other houſe, before they can be 
rendered effectual by being paſſed into a law, 
muſt have the concurrence of this. And of the 


third ſort, are all meſſages which are ſent to 


» either 


1 
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« either houſe of Parliament, relating to any one 


c particular affair, at that time under the conſide- 
« ration of that houſe. 
Now, my Lords, if we conſider the meſſage 
upon which the noble Lord's motion is found- 


we muſt conclude, that it is one of that ſort of 
meſſages which are now to be ſent ſingly to the 
other houſe, without taking notice of this; be- 
cauſe it is a meſſage that relates ſingly to the bu- 


by deſire the ad vice of Parliament, nor does he 
deſire any extraordinary powers. The word 
meaſures are, indeed, mentioned, but they are 


o 
6 
* 
o 
« ed, therefore his Majefty could neither defire 
nor expect the advice of either houſe of Parlia- 
ment in relation to them: And as they are mea- 
« ſures which his Majeſty, it ſeems, may under- 
© take and carry on without any new powers, he 
had no occaſion to aſk for ſuch, either from us 
© or the Commons. He wants nothing but a ſup- 
« ply of money for that purpoſe, and that the 
other houſe inſiſts upon the ſole privilege of 
, e ſo that if his Majeſty had aſked any 
« {uch ſupply of us, they would certainly have 
© look*'d upon it as an incroachment upon their 
privileges; and as this is a point we have never 
yet given up, it would of courſe have occaſion- 
* ed a breach between the two houſes. That this 
* would have been the conſequence, we may be 
convinced of, from the method in which this 
* meſſage was treated by the other houſe. Upon 
© their receiving this meſſage, they did not yote 
an addreſs by way of anſwer to the crown, 
* which is the uſual method upon other occa- 
ſions; but they immediately referred it to the 
committee of ſupply, and in that committee, I 
* ſuppoſe, they have granted ſuch a ſum, as they 
A a 2 __ © thought 


ed, and which he was pleaſed to read to you, 


ſineſs of ſupplies. His Majeſty does not there- 


ſuch meaſures as neither are nor can be explain- 
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thought ſufficient for the purpoſe; and that 


ſum will, in the appropriation bill, be appro- 
priated to carry on ſuch meaſures, as his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall judge neceſſary in the further proſecu- 


* tion of the war. When this clauſe comes be- 


fore us for our concurrence, we have no occa- 
ſion to enquire, whether his Majeſty has any, 


or what meaſures under his conſideration. From 


« the nature of things we know, that in time of 
War, ſome meaſures may become neceſſary, which 


could neither be particularly communicated to, nor 


particularly provided for, by Parliament, either 


becauſe it was neceſſary to keep them ſecret, or 


becauſe they were not then thought of; and 


therefore, we could not but expect, that ſome 
ſuch grant would be made by the other houſe, 
and would be ſent up for our concurrence. Nay, 


even from his Majeſty's ſpeech we muſt have 


expected ſome ſuch thing; for there, his Maje- 
ſty tells us, that the ſervices will be various and 


* extenſive ; from whence we could not but ſup- 
« poſe, that particular eſtimates could not be made 


up for every ſervice that might occur in the 


'* courſe of this enſuing year. 


From what I have ſaid, my Lords, I hope it 
will appear, that the ſending of this meſſage to 
the Commons ſingly, without taking notice of 


this houſe, was no flight, nor an attack upon 


any of our rights or privileges, and that it 
would have been very imprudent in his Majeſty 
to have ſent a meſſage of this kind to us; and 


© jt will likewiſe, I hope, from thence appear, 


that it would not only be wrong, but very im- 


. prudent in us, to agree to the reſolution propo- 


ſed; for the fame reaſons that would have 

made it imprudent in his Majeſty to ſend any 

ſuch meſſage to us, muſt make it imprudent in 

us to agree to ſuch a reſolution. If we ſhould 

agree to it, we may expect, that the other 2 
7 5 | © Wi 
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will preſently take the alarm. They will cer- 
© tainly hear ſomething of the reſolution: They 
vill thereupon order a committee to ſearch our 
journals, which they have a right to do; and 
upon that committee's reporting, that they have 


found ſuch a reſolution in our journals, the other 


_ © houſe will certainly come to ſuch reſolutions, as 
muſt occaſion a breach between the two houſes : 
How fatal the conſequences of this breach may 
be to the commonwealth, in our preſent circum- 
© ſtances, I ſhall leave to your Lordſhips conſi- 
« deration. 
This muſt ſhew, my Lords, that we ought 
© to be extremely ſhy of agreeing to the reſolution 
* propoſed; and at the fame time I ſhall grant, 
that we ought alſo to be ſhy of giving it a di- 
rect negative; for though what is now com- 
© plained of, is no violation of our rights and pri- 
* vileges, nor of that deference that is due to us 
from the crown; yet, if we ſhould put a flat 
negative upon this motion, as it will ſtand upon 
record in our journals, it may hereafter be made 
a precedent for ſomething, that will be a real 
t 
o 
o 
c 


and downright violation of our rights and pri- 


vileges, or of that regard which ought to be 
ſhewn us, as the higher houſe of Parliament; 
and for this reaſon, I think, it is the moſt pru- 
dent method to ſuſpend the deciſion of this af- 
fair, by putting the previous queſtion upon the 
motion.“ 


The next ſpeech, and the laſt we ſhall give 
upon this occaſion, was made by the Lord Car- 
leret, who ſtanding up a third time, ſpoke in ſub- 


ſtance as follows, viz. 


; My Lords, 
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I am forry I ſhould be ſo often obliged to Lord Core. 
* trouble your Lordſhips upon this occaſion; but en. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
really, the more I hear ſaid againſt this reſolution, 


the more important the affair ſeems to grow, the 


more neceſſary, I think, it becomes for us to 
agree immediately to what my noble friend has 
been pleaſed to propoſe. His motion I at firſt 


thought would have had a good effect, even 


though our approbation of it ſhould have been 
ſuſpended by the previous queſtion ; but from 
what the noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt againſt the 
motion, has ſaid, I find the motion will have 
no effect upon the future conduct of miniſters, 
unleſs it now meets with the approbation of this 
houſe. My Lords, it is impoſſible for any mi- 
niſter or ambitious Prince to ruin our conſtitu- 
tion, without firſt proſtituting the honour, and 
debaſing the dignity of this houſe ; and this 
can never be done without our own concurrence 
or connivance. If what has been laſt ſaid againſt 
this motion, be allowed to have any influence 
upon this aſſembly, every future miniſter that 
pleaſes will, at every turn, take an occaſion to 
affront us, and to violate our rights and privi- 
leges, and will plead for his excuſe, that he 
durſt not do otherwiſe, for fear of alarming the 
other houſe, and occafioning a breach between 
the two houſes of Parliament. Nay, his crea- 
tures in this houſe, as a future miniſter may 
have ſome, though, I am ſure, no minifter has 
any ſuch at preſent, will tell us, that we muſt 
not attempt to vindicate our honour, or aſſert our 
undoubted rights and privileges, for fear of oc- 
caſioning a breach between the two houſes ; and 
will be ſure to repreſent to us in the moſt hide- 


ous light, the fatal conſequences of ſuch a 


breach. | 

© I know, my Lords, that a breach, or a diſ- 
pute about privileges, between the two houſes of 
Parliament, is a very troubleſome affair: I am 


fenſible, that it ought to be avoided as much as 


« poſlible; 
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« poſſible ; but it was never yet attended with 
any fatal conſequence. When ſuch a diſpute 


happens, one or other muſt be in the wrong; 


and when men are allowed time to cool, and to 
< think deliberately upon the ſubject, they gene- 
© rally at laſt give ear to reaſon, or ſome methods 
© are found out to put an end to the diſpute with- 
* out a determination; one of which has in a 
* ſhort time been the conſequence of all the diſ- 
* putes that have happened between us. Suppoſe 
< the other houſe, at the inſtigation of ſome am- 


_ © hitious and artful member, ſhould be fo unrea- 


< ſonable, as to find fault with our vindicating 
© our honour, and aſſerting, againſt an incroach- 


ing and arrogant miniſter, that regard which is 


£ due to us from the crown, are we therefore to 
* ceaſe doing our duty? Or muſt we, for fear of 
this conſequence, ſubmit tamely to every indig- 
© nity ſuch a miniſter may pleaſe to put upon us? 

For God's fake, my Lords, do not demean 
« yourſelves ſo much, as to allow ſuch an argu- 
ment to have any weight in this debate. Con- 
ſider alone, whether in the preſent caſe. you 
© have been neglected, and if you think we have, 


I am certain you will reſolve to vindicate your 


_ © honour, let the conſequence be what it will. 


But, in my opinion, there is not the leaſt dan- 
ger of the other houſe's taking amiſs any reſolu- 
tion you can come to upon this occaſion, There 
* would not have been the leaſt danger, as the 


A 


© noble Lord has been pleaſed to infinuate, of 


a 


their taking it amiſs, had his Majeſty ſent this 
| meſſage to us, at the ſame time he ſent it to 
them. His Lordſhip may diſtinguiſh meſſages 
into as many ſorts as he pleaſes, but I muſt in- 
fift upon it, that all meſſages that relate ſingly 
to the buſineſs of ſupplies, are not ta be ſent to 
the other houſe ſingly, without taking notice of 
this. A meſſage for a vote of credit, is a meſ- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 

« ſfape that relates ſingly to the buſineſs of ſup- 
« plies, and yet no member of the other houſe, I 
* believe, ever imagined, that a meſſage for a 
vote of credit ought not to be ſent to us, as 
* well as them. My Lords, this very meſſage is 
* a meſlage for credit. It is a meſſage for an act 
© of credit, which is ſtill more than a vote of 
* credit. The other houſe may limit the credit 
they give upon this occaſion, as well as they 
generally do the credit they give by a vote; 
but whatever the ſum may be that is granted or 
« promiſed, for doing what we know nothing of, 
* it is a grant or vote of credit, and every meſ- 
* ſage deſiring ſuch a vote or grant, ought to be 
« ſent at the ſame time to both houſes, The 
* other houſe's referring this meſſage immediately 
+ to the committee of ſupply, without voting an 
* addreſs by way of return to it, is no argument 
for ſhewing, that they thought the meſlage 

+ ought not to have been communicated to this 
+ houſe. Laſt ſeſſion they treated the meſlage 
then ſent in the ſame manner. Though it was 

* a meſlage for a vote or an act of confidence, as 
© well as credit, they referred it immediately to 

the committee of ſupply, without thinking of 

« addrefling his Majeſty by way of return: Nor 

did they think of taking it amiſs, that the meſ- 

* ſage was communicated to us, as well as them. 

* Have we not within theſe few years ſeen ſeveral 

* meſſages for a vote of credit only? Have not 

all theſe meſſages been ſent at the ſame time to 

< both houſes? And did the other houſe ever 

s think of taking it amiſs, that ſuch a meſlage 

* was communicated to this houſe ? The cafe 

would have been the ſame, had this meſlage 
+ been ſent to us: The other houſe would not 
+ have ſo much as thought of taking it amiſs; 
nor would ever ſuch a thought have entered, I 
believe, into any man's head, if it had not been 
| | ; | * 


to excuſe the blunder of a miniſter, which, I 
© think, is the ſofteſt name I can give the neg- 
ect, that has been ſhewn us upon this occa- 

I am really ſurprized to hear any Lord 

of this houſe arguing from the ſole right the 

etend to, of granting ſupplies, that 

m thence take occafion to prevent 
call ſort of communication between the crown 
and this houſe, which might be the caſe, if 

they ſhould be allowed to be judges, what fort 
« of meſſages ought to be ſent to this houſe, My 
Lords, we have never yet yielded to them the 
* ſole and excluſive right of granting ſupplies, or 
that we have not a right to alter and amend 
« thoſe money-bills they ſend up to us. It was 
but in the year 1696, that they came to a reſolu- 
* tion, which they afterwards made a ſtanding or- 
der, not to confer with this houſe about any 
amendment made by us to a money-bill, and 
© this is the only determination this affair has as 
yet met with, which is a determination we are 
not in the leaſt obliged to ſtand to. 
« diſpute,-It is true, occaſioned a breach between 
the two houſes in the year 1671, which was 
the occaſion of dropping one of the money- 
bills ſent up by the Commons that ſeſſion ; but 
this was fo far from being a misfortune, that it 

was lucky for the nation, becauſe it prevented 

the entire ruin of the Dutch; for King Charles II. 
had in that year been drawn into an alliance 
with France for attacking Holland, which was 
accordingly ſoon after put in execution; but the 
loſs of this money-bill prevented his Majeſty's 

the Dutch with that vigour he might 
have done, and this gave them time 

to prepare, and to withſtand the French attack 
by land, much better than they could have 
done, had they at the ſame time been 
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PaARILIIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
attacked by ſea; ſo that our inſiſting ftrenuouſly 
upon our rights at that time, though it occa- 
ſioned a breach between the two houſes, was of 
great ſervice to this nation, and to Europe in 
general. | | | 

This, my Lords, may ſerve as a proof of 
what I take to be a general rule in all human af- 
fairs, which is, that in every caſe that occurs, 
we ought to do our duty, and truſt the event 
to Providence. But in the preſent caſe, it is 
evident, that our agreeing to this reſolution can 
occaſion no breach between the two houſes, 
nor be attended with any bad conſequence ; for 
J have ſhewn, that the Commons could not 
have taken it amiſs, had this meſſage been com- 
municated to us, at the ſame time it was to 
them, and conſequently they cannot take amiſs 
our agreeing to the ee propoſed. I be- 
lieve, moſt of them will agree with me in opi- 
nion, that it is a dangerous thing for the crown 
to ſend any meſſage in writing to either of the 
houſes, without taking notice of the other; for 
there is a great difference between a meſſage in 
writing, and thoſe verbal meſſages ſent by ſome 
of the King's miniſters or ſervants. Theſe laſt, 
indeed, may be ſent to either houſe, according 
to the nature of the affair to which they relate; 
but a ſolemn meſſage in writing, I will venture 
to ſay, ought generally to be ſent to both 
houſes. If a meſſage relating to judicature 
ſhould be ſent to this houfe 2 the other 
might probably take it ill; becauſe they have 
never allow'd us the ſole right of being the ſu- 
preme judicature, no more than we have allow- 
ed them the ſole right of granting ſupplies. 
And even with regard to the 1 55 if a meſ- 
ſage in writing were neceſſary for introducing or 
paſſing any law relating to it, I believe the ſafeſt 
way would be, to ſend it to both houſes ; ” 
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cannot conceive, how a meſſage can be neceſ- 
fary in either of theſe, caſes: Though no hill 
becomes a law, till it receives the Royal Aſſent, 
yet we have, in both houſes, a power to bring 
in and paſs ſuch bills, as we think nece for 
the publick good, or the preſervation of the 
conſtitution, without having leave from the 
crown by meſlage, or any other way; for upon 
ſuch occaſions no prerogative ought to be allow- 
ed to ſtand in our way. 

I know that in the year 1718, a meſſage in 
2 came to this houſe relating to the Peer- 
age bill; and, my Lords, it was a wiſe, a ten- 


der, and a falutary meſſage: I wiſh I could ſee 
ſuch another: I am ſure, if I could expect to 


ſee ſuch another, I ſhould be among the firſt to 
move for bringing again ſuch a bill as that was, 
into this houſe. If that bill had paſſed into a 
law, our conſtitution would have been more 
ſecure, and this hauſe a better barrier againſt the 
ambition of miniſters, than it is at preſent, We 
know by whom it was oppoſed : We know it 
was oppoſed by one, who has now great weight 
in the other houſe ; and while he has the fame 
weight, I believe we ſhall never ſee the ſame 
bill revived. But the meſſage ſent to us by the 
crown upon that occaſion, was far from being 
neceſſary. It proceeded entirely from the good- 
neſs of the late King, who was willing to give 
that early teſtimony of his approbation, in or- 
der to remove the clamours of ſome courtiers, 
who ſeemed to be againſt the bill; and had that 
meſſage been likewiſe communicated to the 
Commons, I believe it would have been right : 
I cannot think it would have been attended 
with any bad conſequence. For in all caſes 


where a new law is neceſſary, if a ſolemn meſ- 


ſage in writing from the crown be neceſſary, as 
the law muſt have the concurrence of both 
5 < houſes, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


© houſes, the meſſage ought regularly, I think, 


to be ſent to both. 


Me have been told, my Lords, that during 
the late war there were ſeveral precedents of 
* ſuch meſſages as this being ſent to the other 
© houſe, without taking any notice of this. I 


_ © wiſh the noble Lords had mentioned but one of 


© theſe ſeveral precedents, I am ſure I know of 


none. I have ſhewn, that the meſſage now un- 


der our conſideration is directly a meſſage for a 
vote of credit: It is, with reſpect to the credit 


part, expreſly the ſame with that meſſage which 
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was ſent laſt year to both houſes, and has been 
treated in the ſame manner by the other houſe 


and before the year 1717, ſo far as I remember, 


there was never any ſuch meſſage ſent to both, 


or to either houſe of Parliament. That meſlage, 
we know, was violently oppoſed, and particu- 
larly by an eminent member of the other houſe, 
who has ſince, it ſeems, got a new light; for 
he has been not only the ſupporter, but, I be- 
lieve, the adviſer of many ſuch meſſages fince 
that time. During the late war, I can think of 
no meſlage in writing, relating to the war, but 
what was ſent to both houſes of Parliament. 
After the unfortunate battle of Almanza, there 
was a meſſage in writing from the crown; but 
it was ſent to both houſes. After the death of 
the Emperor Joſeph, there was a meſſage in 
writing from the crown; but it was ſent to 
both houſes. All the meſſages I can think of, 
that related to the publick in general, have been 


ſent to each houſe of Parliament; for it is but 


of late, that this method of ſending meſſages 
has been begun. When our Sovereign had any 
thing new to communicate, or any thing new to 
aſk, the ancient method was, to come to his 
Parliament, and make a new ſpeech ; and I wiſh 
this method had never been altered ; for it is more 


© ſolemn, 


A. 174% DE BAT Es. 

« ſolemn, and more becoming that regard which 
our Sovereign ought to ſhew to the ſupreme 
council of the nation. th | 

* Suppoſe, my Lords, we ſhould think it ne- 
© ceſlary to diſagree to the credit deſired by the 
crown. Suppoſe we were convinced, that the credit 
gor money defired would be employed in carrying 
gon meaſures, that muſt redound to the prejudice 
« of the nation. This was the caſe in the year 1671, 
and may again be the caſe: I am far from think- 
ing it is ſo at preſent ; but if it were, we could, 
in this method, have no opportunity of refuſing 
this credit, but by doing, perhaps, an infinite 
« prejudice to the publick ; for the clauſe of ap- 
« propriation, with reſpe& to the ſum granted by 
© the other houſe, in purſuance of this meſſage, 
vill certainly come up to us in ſome money-bill, 
* which the publick ſervice neceſſarily requires to 
« paſs; and if we ſhould think it neceſſary to 
throw out the clauſe, we muſt of courſe throw 

cut the bill, or occaſion a breach between the 
two houſes of Parliament, which, the noble 
Lords, who are againſt this motion, have told 
* us, would be of the moſt terrible conſequence 
in our preſent circumſtances. 

A noble Lord has told us, that the ſum 
granted by the other houſe in compliance with 
this meſſage, will, in the clauſe of appropria- 
tion to be ſent up to us, be appropriated to the 
carrying on of ſuch meaſures, as his Majeſty 
* ſhall think proper, in the further proſecution of 
the war. My Lords, I know nothing of the 
* words that may be made uſe of in that clauſe ; 
but ſuppoſe it comes up in theſe words, and 
that the ſum granted may be 200,000/. is not 

this giving the crown a credit for 200, ooo. in 
* the very 5 manner we gave it a credit laſt 
* year for 500,000/, ? The only difference is, 
* that laſt year, his Majeſty deigned to aſk it of 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


us, and to tell us, it was neceſſary; but this 
year, it ſeems, we are to give it without aſking, 
and without knowing it is neceſſary. The noble 
Lord ſays, the neceſſity of giving ſuch a credit 
in time of war, appears from the nature of 
things. My Lords, the very contrary appears 
from experience; for during the —_ and hea- 
vy war in Queen Annes time, no ſuch credit 
was ever given. Her Majeſty was often im- 
power'd to apply any part of the ſupplies to ſe- 


eret or unthought-of ſervices ; but there never 


was any particular ſum granted for that pur- 
poſe: Therefore, if we judge from experience, 
as well as the nature of things, we muſt ſup- 
poſe, that no ſuch credit is neceſſary, and con- 
ſequently, as the crown has neither told us that 
it is, nor aſked any ſuch of us, we muſt throw 
out that clauſe, and of courſe the money-bill in 
which 1t is inſerted. 

The noble Lord ſeemed to be ſenſible, that 


the neceſſity of this credit was not very appa- 


rent from the nature of things, and therefore, 
he endeavoured to ſhew, that his Majeſty had 
told us of it, and aſked for it in his ſpeech 
from the throne. Whether any ſuch thing can be 
gathered from the words he mentioned, or from 


any words in his Majeſty's ſpeech, I muſt leave 


to your Lordſhips to judge. In time of war, 
the ſervices muſt always be various and exten- 
five; but we could not ſuppoſe, that his Maje- 


ſty thereby meant, that we muſt now grant a 


particular credit for thoſe ſervices, or that ſuch 
a thing would be neceſſary now, though it was 
never before one neceſſary. I ſhall grant, 
my Lords, that fome few words might very 


eaſily have been inſerted in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
which would have prevented the neceſſity of 
ſending this meſſage to either houſe of Parlia- 
ment; but his miniſters, by not thinking of, 


and 


« and foreſeeing things before-hand, have brought | 
« themſelves into this labyrinth; and I wiſh with 

« all my heart, they may not, by the ſame ſort 
« of political thoughtleſſneſs and blindneſs, have 
brought the nation into ſuch a labyrinth, as we 
« ſhall not ſoon, or eaſily get out of. 

« I muſt beg pardon for having given your 
© Lordſhips ſo much trouble; but the motion 
now under our conſideration has, by the debate 
upon it, become an affair of ſo ſerious a nature, 

« that I think the very being of this houſe con- 

« cerned in the queſtion. A particular and diſtinct 

« correſpondence is now opened between the 
Crown and the Commons, and that too about 
affairs which relate to the publick in general, 
© affairs of the greateſt importance: That corre- 
* ſpondence may increaſe to ſuch a degree, as to 
render your Lordſhips quite uſeleſs ; and if you 
* ſhould once become ſo, you may depend upon 
« your being at laſt voted uſeleſs by the other 
© houſe, as you have been heretofore. I thought 
it my duty to oppoſe with all my might, the 1 
* firſt approach of ſuch another misfortune. Our 1 
honour, our very being requires an immediate 
* aſſent to this motion; and as I look upon the 
previous queſtion to be a ſort of negative, I ſhall, 
therefore, be againſt our diſagreeing to the mo- 
* tion, by that or any other method.” 


D—_— £0 


The previous queſtion being put, it paſſed in 
the negative, 68 not contents, to 32 contents. 
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The houſe of Commons having, in this ſeſſion, pengcn bill 
paſſed and ſent to the houſe of Lords a bill for radcd by the 
making more effectual the laws now in being for and {ear to 
diſabling perſons from being choſen members of, e Lords. 
or fitting or voting in, the houſe of Commons, 
who have any penſion during pleaſure, or for any 
number of years, or any office held in truſt for 
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them; the ſaid bill was read a ſecond time in their 
Lordſhips houſe on Wedneſday, March 19, and a 
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motion made for committing it; whereupon the 


Lord Walpole ſtood up, and moved for reading 
ſome parts of the journals of that houſe, in the 
- years 1729, 30, 31, and 32, relating to bills of 


Lord Val. 


pole's ſpeech 
and motion 


againſt com - 


mitting this 


the ſame nature, ſent up by the other, and reje&- 


ed by that houſe; and theſe journals being accord- 
ingly read, his Lordſhip went on thus: 7 125 


< From theſe journals it appears, that a bill 
« with the very 150 title has been already four 
times ſent up from the other houſe, and as of- 
ten rejected by this, which gave me a curioſity, 
© as ſoon as the bill came > * to look into it, and 
to compare it with the bill ſo often rejected; 
and, I muſt fay, I was greatly ſurprized, when 
< I found it was almoſt word for word the ſame, 
© becauſe I really take it to be an affront offered 
to us, to ſend up a fifth time the very fame bill 
„that has, ſo lately, been four times rejected by 
* 
* 


© us. Surely, thoſe who were the promoters of 


© this bill muſt think, that we are either ſhort in 
-our memories, or variable in our judgments ; 
for the circumſtances of the nation are exactly 
* the ſame now, as they were then; and though 
we have ſeveral young Lords come into the 
houſe ſince that 'time, yet, I am ſure, if all 


| © thoſe that were, upon former occaſions, for re- 


jecting the bill, be ſtill of the ſame opinion, I 

may eaſily judge of its fate. | © 
This, my Ent, I ſhould think ſufficient, 
upon the preſent occaſion, for prevailing with 
« your Lordſhips to put a negative upon this mo- 
tion, if every Lord now preſent had been here, 
upon former occaſions, when this affair was 
fully debated; but, as there are now feveral 
* Lords here, that were not then preſent, few 
| * 
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beg. leave but juſt to touch upon ſome of the 
« reaſons formerly urged againft this bill, and 
« which are now full as ſtrong as they were at that 
time, nay, ſome of them, I think, much ſtrong- 
« er. By wiſe politiciatis, my Lords, it has always 
been laid down as a maxim, not to make any 
© alterations in the fundamental forms of your civil 
government or conſtitution, unleſs ſome grievance 
or inconvehience, that is ſenſibly felt, render it 
« abſolutely neceſſary; and the feaſons are very 
plain, becauſe ſuch alterations are generally at- 
« tended with convulſions in the ſtate, and becauſe 
© the remedies you provide, are often found to be 
«* worſe than the grievances you intended to cure. 
This maxim, therefore, ought always to be ob- 
© ſerved, in time of peace as well as in time of 
war; but, in time of war, we ought to be much 
more cautious of departing from it, than in time 
of peace. \ IH OR 18 FIT. 0 
Now, my Lords, according to this maxim, 
we muſt either ſuppoſe, that there is corruption 
in the other houſe, and that of the worſt ſort; 
or we muſt allow, that we have now, in time of 
war, a ſtronger reaſon for bs ah this bill than 
we ever had before. To ſuppoſe that there is 
corruption in the other houſe of Parliament, and 
that ſort of corruption too, which conſiſts in 
ready money, or a private penſion, would be 
throwing a very great, and, I hope, a very un- 
juſt ſlander upon the other houſe z but this I 
* ſhould be very eaſy about, confidering how often 
they have ſent this bill up to us, if it did not, 
at the ſame time, throw a very great, and, I am 
* ſure, a very unjuſt flander upon his Majeſty's 
government. My Lords, it is a crime to cor- 
* rupt, as well as to be corrupted; and as there 
can be no corrupted unleſs there be a corruptor, 
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to ſuppoſe that there is, in the other houſe, any 
by the crown, is to ſuppoſe that 
„ ³ 7 


man corrupted 
Vox. XIX. 
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PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1740. 
Crown ity of a moſt infamous crime, 
6 Ne no Lord in — an We I am ſure, 
« ſuppoſe; during his preſent Majefty*s reign. 
We cannot e ofe, my Lords, that any 


of thoſe employed 1 his Majeſty in the admi- 


© niſtration,' are guilty of corrupting | the members 
© of -_ other houſe, becauſe it is not in their 
power. They can grant no penſion but by a 
6 — from his Majeſty ; they can give no 
© money, becauſe they ave no publick money but 
« what they muſt account for to his Majeſty; or 
to Parliament. As for that part of the publick 


money which they muſt account for to Parlia- 


8 * no man will ſuppoſe, they can give any 
part of it for bribing the members; and as for 

© 2 5 which they muſt account for to his 
they can give none of it, without let- 

1 bi Majeſty into the ſecret, and making him 
ort of partner in their crime, which no man 

c „il ſuppoſe they dare attempt. They can, 
< therefore, have no money for this purpoſe, un- 
< leſs they ſhould make ufe of their own private 
0 Wee and, for fuck a purpoſe, no private 
fortune can be ſuppoſed to be equal. But ſup- 
poſe it were in their power, do not believe it 
is in their inclination; and, I hope, many Lords 
in this houſe are of my opinion. I have the 
< honour to be neatly related to fome of thoſe em- 
< ployed in the adminiſtration: From thence 1 
pportunity of knowing their moſt 
5; ſecret thoughts; and from thence I have formed 
my opinion. Therefore, if it is 'neither in the 
© inclination, nor in the power of any one employ- 
ed in the adminiſtration, to corrupt the members 
<. of the other houſe, what occaſion can we have, 
< would it not be altogether 'imprudent in us, to 
make an alteration in one of the moſt funda- 
mental. parts of our conſtitution, in order to 
©: guard againſt a grievance, which 1s neither felt, 


nor 
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bill ſhould, 


reward no 


nor can be, in his preſent Majeſty's reign, f 


| 1 


My Lords, the prerogative our Sovereign has 
of rewarding. merit, in what ſhape, or in what 


manner, he pleaſes, is one of the moſt funda- 
mental, and one of the moſt uſeful parts of our 


conſtitution 3 and, an alteration in this reſpect, 


may not only occaſion convulſions, which muſt 


be dangerous in time of war, but likewiſe, it 
may be attended with inconveniencies, which it 
is impoſſible to foreſee. There are many. ſorts 
of publick ſervices which cannot be immediately 


explained, which it would be inconſiſtent with. 


the publick good to divulge; and yet, if this 
755 into a law, his Majeſty could 


ſervices in any member of the other 
houſe, without, f and divulging thoſe 
ſervices; nay, and putting it in the power of 
that houſe to judge, whether thoſe ſervices de- 
ſerved ſuch a reward, which might occaſion diſ- 


* 


putes between that houſe and the crown, and 
would Fenin diſcourage every member of that 
houſe, fro 


e, from rendering any ſecret ſervices to the 
publick. "Hh oY, of 


I Wo 1 


* This, my Lords, would be a great prejudice 


to our civil goyernment; and the frequent oaths 
that are to be introduced by this bill, would be 


of the moſt dangerous conſequence, not only to 


* 


our eſtabliſhed religion, but even to natural reli- 
gion itſelf. In our antient polity, both religious 


and civil, it was a wiſe. maxim, never to oblige 
or allow a man to ſwear, in any caſe, where 


ſelf. intereſt was concerned, eſpecially when the 


circumſtances of the caſe were ſuch as made it 


impoſſible to convict him of perjury, even tho? he 


ſhould be guilty of it; but this maxim ſeems to 
be quite overturned by. this bill, and therefore, 


I am convinced it will introduce amongſt us, an 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 


utter contempt of perjury, which is always fol- 
© lowed by an utter contempt of religion. 


* Theſe, my Lords, are ſome of the reaſons 


formerly made uſe of againſt this bill: They 


Lord Talbet's 


ſpeech, 


TFT 


have already been four times approved of by 
© this houſe: They are now ftronger than ever 
* *" ey were before; and therefore, 15 the ſake of 
< your own character, as well as for the reaſon of 
the thing, I hope you will give this bill the ſame 


x; treatment, it has ſo often before met with.“ 


The next that ſpoke was the Lord T at, the 
0 of whoſe - outs was s thus: * 


RN” My Lords, 
Could any oppoſition to a meaſure; abſolutely 
neceſſary for the preſervation of the conſtitution, 
have ſurprized me, I ſhould have been amazed 
< at the reception given to the bill now under our 
conſideration. 
© The Commons, ſenſible of the prevalence of 
corruption, and well knowing the inevitable de- 
ſtruction attendant upon any government infect⸗ 
ed with that political contagion, have ſent your 
Lordſhips a bill for ſecuring their own integrity, 
and to prevent the dreadfal effects, an evil ſo 
ſubtle and formidable might ſoon occafion, if 
not entirely eradicated. Nor is the bill founded 
upon Utopian and chimerical ſchemes of publick 
virtue; but ſo extremely requifite, that you have 
already in the ſtatute books two laws calculated 
to obtain the ſame end: Notwithſtanding which, 
it is till poſſible for miniſterial craft, working 
< upon abandoned proftitution, to evade and ren- 
der them ineffectual. 
© Tf you believe the Commons really intended, 
by their paſſing this bill, to ſupport their own 
« honour, and to preſerve their own houſe uncon- 
*taminated by ſecret Ak 2a may they _ 
| wi 


IP 
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with reaſon reſent your defeating ſo upright a 
deſign? May not it occaſion a, breach of that 
harmony, which we ought to endeavour to pro- 
mote between the two great legiſlative branches? 
And will not the whole nation eſpouſe their 
cauſe, and warmly join in their honeſt indigna- 
tion ? 1 7 7 
On the other hand, were it poſſible to ſup- 
poſe, they meant nothing by this bill, but to 
delude their conſtituents, by an appearance of 
zeal againſt that malignant influence, which may 
make thoſe that were choſen as the guardians, 
become the ſubverters of the liberty of their 
country, would it be conſiſtent with your digni- 
ty, with your duty to God and man, to be ac- 
ceſſory to the abominable craft? No, my Lords, 
this houſe can never fink ſo infamouſly low, as 
to co-operate in ſo mean, ſo contemptible, ſo 
profligate a jobb: You may be yourſelves de- 
ceived, but you are incapable of deceiving. 
A private penſion is a breach of truſt; and if 
you refuſe your aſſent to this bill, you in ſome 
_ © meaſure give a ſanction to the infringement of 
« thoſe laws it is intended to enforce. 5 
The noble Lord's argument drawn from the 
four journals, he ordered to be read, concludes 
nothing, but that it was, at thoſe times, the 
ſenſe of the houſe to reject bills of the ſame na- 
ture. But, my Lords, there are many Lords 
now preſent, who did not fit in this houſe at 
any one of the periods referr*d to; and the Com- 
mons, after having been four times defeated, 
offering this bill to your Loxdſhips, is a proof of 
ay opinion of the abſolute neceflity of ſuch a 
aw, | | 
It was obſerved by the noble Lord, that the 
time is improper: Far otherwiſe is my opinion; 
for at an hour when the ſituation of affairs obli- 
ges the Parliament 5 impoſe heavy burdens up- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
on a nation, already labouring under the ſevere 
4 preſſure of an enormous debt, are we not dire&- 
ed by juſtice and prudence to give them the ut- 
< moſt proofs in our power, of the integrity of 


* 


< muſt neceffarily be imposd. 


© thoſe perſons, by whom the oppreſſive taxes 


The noble Lord hath -ſaid, paſſing this bill 
* would be a flur upon the Commons. . Surely it 
< 'cannot_ be efteemed in that light, as they begin 
„it themſelves; for if by the Pie paſſing their 


_ © own affembly,' the ſlur be not caſt, the enacting 
ſo upright a bill, cannot reaſonably be judged ſo. 


A Parlament in the ſecond of Heury VIII. paſs'd 
an act to annthilate all the dehts the King had 
© contracted gg rr The reaſon given by 
"that it was filled by his Majeſty's 
« ſeryants, with whom juſtice had not ſo much 


c bees as complaiſance to the crown, 
ie: * 


he numbers of placemen in that Parliament 
© ate not ſpecified; but, I believe, they did not 
< amount to near three hundred in both houſes, 
nor is there mention made of a fingle penſioner. 
The Parliament ſtigmatized by the name of 


_ ©penfioned Parliament, propoſed an expurgatory 


< oath, to clear themſelves from that aſperſion, 
© containing, many partieulars, one of which was, 


© That each member ſhould ſwear, he had never 
given his vote in Parliament, for any reward or 


promiſe whatſoever. I fincerely wiſh, that, to 


« gratify the people, the ſame, or ſuch another 
* oath, ſhould now be taken; and as the oath 
©" Propofed by. this bill will, T think, be rather 
« more effecküal, therefore I am for the bills being 
e and hope it will be paſſed into a 
aw.“ J % ͤ»‚ Uͤu] 8 
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The next ſpeech we ſhall give upon this 


queſtion, was that made by the Earl of Halifax, 
which was to this effect, viz, ' 
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My Lords, 5 


* - 
< 


Lordſhips, I ſhall undertake the taſk with plea- 
ſure, whenever my duty calls me to it. I was 
in hopes, however, that I ſhould: have had no 
occaſion of troubling your Lordfhips to day: I 
was in hopes, that this bill, Kulte for the 
independency of Parliament, after having re- 
ceived the unanimous ſanction of the houſe of 
Commons, would not have met with an Harder 
fate within theſe walls. I muſt confeſs, I am 
in the greateſt difficulty, my Lords, how to re- 
concile the oppoſition it finds, with the warm 
zeal for the freedom of Parliament, and the ten- 
der regard to the conſtitution of it, which your 
Lordſhips have fltiewn upon ſo many other oc- 
caſions. L am ftill more at a loſs, my Lords, 
when I confider the weakneſs of argument, and 
ſhadow of reafon, upon which ſuch an oppoſi- 
— , ͤ 

© Every friend to the Revolution muſt be zeal- 


ous for fully obtaining thoſe noble ends propoſed 
by it; but this, my Lords, can never be, till 
the independency of Parliament is ſecured. To 
gain this eſſential point muſt be the wiſh of every 


honeſt heart; and tho' many difficulties may 


occur, before the great ſcheme be complete, yet 


every ſtep we take againſt, the undue influence 
of power, ſtill farther removes from us that fatal 


* danger, by which this country, may one day 


( 
( 
6 
7 


foreign power abroad, than from a miniſterial 
power at home. This the houſe of Commons is 


ſenſible of; and fearing they have not ſufficient 
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Unfit as I am to offer my thoughts to your e 


ifaxs 


ſpeech, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 

* ſecurity for the independency of their members, 
deſire your Lordſhips concurrence, to ſtrengthen 
< it, and to enforce thoſe laws, already in being, 
againſt, thoſe notable friends to liberty, called 
penſioners: And ſhall we, my Lords, fruſtrate 
the good defign ? Shall we refuſe them the ſe- 
curity they aſk? and ſhall not the fame reaſons 
that weighed with our anceſtors to enact laws, 
weigh with us for the enforcement of them ? 
Were they not, my Lords, I ſhould be apt to 


b believe what I have often with concern heard, 


© when I was abroad, That the Engliſb have the 
* beft body of laws now extant in the world, but 
want the execution of them. 

One objection, my Lords, that has been made 
* to the bill by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt is, 
+ That it would multiply oaths. If oaths are ever 
r neceſlary, it is upon ſuch ſolemn occaſions as 
* theſe, when a man enters upon the great truſt 
+ repoſed in him by his conſtituents. We ſwear 
to our King: This is an oath to our country. 
Many men, my Lords, will break their words, 
* who dare not yiolate their oath z and fear has 


often an effect, when conſcience has none. I 


© can eaſily believe, my Lords, that there will be 
many wicked men in future times, who would 
+ betray their truſt, evade the acts of Parliament, 
and receiye their penſion, if they could avoid 


the penalty due to perjury. They would 


$ hazard their expulſion, ſo they eſcaped the pil- 

Another reaſon, my Lords, that pleads 
* firongly with me for this oath of purgation, is 
* the difficulty a houſe of Commons is like to 
* meet with, in the diſcovery of their proſtituted 
* members. If a future miniſter ſhould follow the 
« generous example of ſome of his predeceſſors, 
+ all papers, all neceſſary informations would be 


L denied, and corruption be as ſecret as it is de- 


« ftructiye. 


A. 1740. DEBATES. 
ſtructive. Is it to be imagined, that a man vile 
+ enough, unlawfully to receive a penſion, would 
© be alfo weak enough to avow it himſelf? Kna- 
very and cunning are too often joined, to expect 
it. Is it to be ſuppoſed, that a corrupting mi- 
* niſter will ever confeſs, where he unwarrantably 
extends his bounty?  _ RG: | 
It has alſo been ſaid by the noble Lord, that 
« paſſing this bill would prove a ſuſpicion of the 
government. A free people, my Lords, muſt 
always be ſuſpicious; and liberty muſt ever be 
upon its guard. Many, perhaps, my Lords, 
think, they have juſt grounds for ſuſpicion, 
+ when a multiplicity of places, a numerous ſtand- 
ing army, an increaſe of taxes, and an immenſe 
« civil lift, have, during ſo many years of peace, 
born hard upon the ſubject. As to myſelf, my 
Lords, I am diſpoſed to be much more candid 
in my opinion; and I wiſh I could perſuade 
* myſelf, that as ſuch infinite ſums of money paſs 
through other channels, there was but little left 
for the worthy penſioners; but, I fear the caſe 
$ is different: I fear, my Lords, tis too eaſily to 
be proved, that if his Majeſty's civil lift was 
* exonerated of all unneceſſary penſions, he might 
afford (as Queen Anne did, out of a much leſs 
civil liſt) 100,0007. per annum, for the ſupport 
of the preſent war. Thus every loyal heart, 
* unbrib*d, unpenſioned, would be zealous in his 
+ Majeſty's ſervice; and his throne would be 
* ſtrengthened (if poſſible, more than it is at pre- 
* ſent) upon that only true baſis of royal power, 
the affections of his people. 
© I have ever been, my Lords, and I hope I 
* ever ſhall be, an enemy to corruption; but of 


* all the variety of corrupted, ſurely penſioners, if 


there ever are any ſuch in an houſe of Commons, 
* are the loweſt ſet. They have no title, no 


© merit 


* pretence, to the ſalary they receive. All their 
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© bribe: A bribe, he ſays, is given 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
merit is their vote; and even that is a diſgrace 
< when the freedom of it is loſt. They neither 
< ferve their country, nor truly ſerve their King. 
They are the humble ſervants to a minifter, 
< whoſe orders they obſequiouſly obey, whatever 
be his conduct with regard to his Maſter's inter- 


| © eft. Placemen may be honeſt, but penſioners in 


the houſe of Commons never can. They violate 
* the laws of their country, when they are firſt 
< hired; and when they enter upon their pay, 
they commence enemies to the publick. Thoſe 
< who are brib'd, my Lords, are far Jeſs guilty 
than ſuch penfioners. Some author J have read, 
makes this diſtinction between a penſion and a 

Br a particular 
< jobb, a penfion is a conſtant, continual bribe. 
The jobbers are only a ſort of day-labourers; 


_ © but penſioners are domeſtick ſervants, hired to 


© go through all the dirty buſineſs of the houſe. 
As they receive a miniſter's wages, I wiſh they 
* had alſo worn his livery; and thus the diſcovery 
of them had been eaſily made, without perplex- 
ing your Lordſhips' with this bill. The Jes of 


_ © Rome, my Lords, becauſe it is apprehended, ſo 


great a number of them may ſome time endanger 


the ſtate, as a mark of their religion, are obliged 


to wear a piece of yellow linen upon their hats, 
I wiſh, my Lords, we had ſome fach inſtitution 


for the unlawful penſioners; for, as many of 


the Fers ehuſe rather to quit the city, than bear 
about this mark of infamy, ſo I flatter myſelf, 
VWe ſhould have got rid of a conſiderable number 


of our penfioners, as ſoon as their virtuous cha- 


racters were known by their yellow caps. 

II ary fire, my Lords, I need trouble your 
* Lordſhips-no more to prove the'dangerous con- 
© ſequences' that may accrue to the publick, from 
the violation of our laws, againſt theſe hirelings. 
Whether this bill will be effectual, whether 5 
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will l en ſtop this channel of corru ption, Pl 
to fay ; but fomething muſt be done: 
. us not refuſe a good thing, becaufſe it is not 
the beſt; or be averſe to remedying part ef the 
evil, becauſe we. cannot get rid of the whole. 
The freedom of Parliament has never been loſt, 
or recovered, but by degrees; and, if your 
Lordſhips have a mind to amend and firengthen 
this. bill, let it be referred to a committee ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe. Any thing, my Lords, 
rather than reject the bill with contempt, as if 
the independency of Parliament were a point not 
worthy this. afſembly's conſideration. = My 
Lards, it, is moſt particularly our carez and 
though ſame paltry venal writers of theſe days; 
have endeavoured to palliate and juſtify the guilt 
of corruption, nay, even to prove it neceſſary 
for the carrying on of government, yet, I am 
perſuaded, that ſyſtems ſo inconſiſtent with our 
eau, have ever been abhorred by your 
Lordſhips. 
However publick virtue hath been derided: 
However the honeſt ſupport of our country's 


cauſe has been miſconſtrued reſentment, ſpleen, 


malice, and diſaffection, yet patriotiſm is a vir- 
tue that, I hope, will always recommend itſelf 
to Parliaments, ſinee Parliaments can only ſubſiſt 
by it. Jo give the world a proof that fuch vir- 
tue is ſtill amongſt us, let us give our concur- 


rence. to this bill; and thus ve put it out 


of the power of future malice to ſay, that the 
invidious taſk of throwing. out this bill was, 
with ſucceſs, laid upon us, and that we ſubmit- 
ted ourſelves to the unpopular W too _ 
for FA Commons,” 
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My Lords, 


However unpopular, however invidious it 


may appear, to oppoſe this bill, yet, I think 
myſelf in duty obliged to take the taſk upon 


me; becauſe, I think it a moſt unneceſſary inno- 


vation of our conſtitution; and an innovation 
that will certainly be of the moſt fatal conſe- 
quence to the morals of the people. It has often 


been the fate of this houſe, my Lords, to with- 


ſtand unreaſonable prejudices that have been art- 
fully raiſed among the people; and the more 
general or violent ſuch prejudices may grow, the 


more zealous ought we to be for preventing the 


dangerous effects they may produce, either in 


the nation or upon our happy conſtitution. For 


this reaſon, ſo far from yielding to any popular 
_ outcry on account of its being general, I ſhall 


always be for examining coolly into its founda- 


tion, and where I can find no ſolid foundation, 
T ſhall never be for rearing a new fabrick, or 


any addition to the old. 
I know, my Lords, a great outcry has of late 
been moſt artfully raiſed againſt corruption; and, 
J believe, there are many well-meaning men 
who think there is ſome ground for it; becauſe 
it is natural for mankind to indulge their own 


vanity and ſelf-conceit, by imagining that thoſe 


who difter from them, eſpecially in politicks, 


are governed by any other motive rather than 


that of reaſon ; and as corruption is the moſt 


obvious motive that can 'be imputed to thoſe 


that approve of the meaſures of a court, there- 
fore thoſe that diſapprove, of courſe ſuppoſe, 
that moſt of their antagoniſts are influenced by 
corruption. But this to me is no proof, nor ſo 
much as a preſumption, Ir is from court mea- 

2 s ſures 


* 
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« ] cannot ſuppoſe, charity will not allow me to 
« ſuppoſe, that any gentleman in either houſe of 
« Parliament was, from corrupt motives, induced, 
to approve of them. ; | REA 

This, my Lords, is my way of judging: I 
hope it will be allowed to be a reaſonable way 
« of judging; and if it is, I am ſure it muſt be 


allowed by a great majority of this houſe, that 


there is at preſent no ſolid ground for the outcry 
that has been lately raiſed againſt corruption. I 
© ſhall agree with the noble Lords who appear fo 
_ © zealous for this bill, that our conſtitution may 
© hereafter, and by ſome changes in the ſituation 
« of our affairs, come to be in danger from cor- 
* ruptionz but, if we were to think of providing 
« againſt every pore or diſtant danger that 
might be ſuggeſted by a gloomy and fertile ima- 
* gination, we ſhould never be a moment at reſt, 
nor our conſtitution a twelve-month the ſame. 
The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt has allowed, 
that the liberties of a country were never loſt, 
but by degrees; therefore he muſt allow, that 
our liberties cannot at once be ſwallowed up by 
corruption. It muſt come upon us by degrees; 
and of all dangers to which our conſtitution can 


be expoſed, that of corruption muſt make the 
* moſt flow and gradual approaches. We have 


already many fences againſt it, fences which, in 
our preſent ſituation, I think inſurmountable ; 
but, if I ſhould hereafter find myſelf miſtaken, 
© I ſhall be as ready as any Lord in this houſe to 
* add new. fences, and to repair the old, in as 


* ftrong and effectual a manner as poſſible. This 


ve ſhall have ſufficient time to do, becauſe we 


* cannot but perceive the approach of ſo danger- 


© ous an enemy, by the effect it muſt have upon 
© one or other houſe of Parliament; for if we 
| % 3 


« ſures alone that I am to judge; and if thoſe h 
« meaſures have been ſuch as I thought reaſonable, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


ſhould find the Parliament approving of publick 


meaſures that are in themſelves either weak or 
wicked, we muſt then ſuppoſe, that corruption 


has begun to break through our former fences, 
and then, indeed, it will be time to think of 
providing ſome new defence. | 


© The preſent bill, therefore, can x | pear neceſ- 
ſary to none but thoſe who think, that the Par- 
liament has of late approved of ſome weak or 


wicked meaſures of government; and as I am 


far from thinking ſo, I cannot agree to the com- 
mitting or paſſing of this bill, eſpecially as I am 
of opinion, that it would have a moſt fatal effect 


upon the morals of the people. I believe, it will 


be allowed, that there 18 nothing of more dan- 


gerous conſequence to the happineſs of ſociety, 
than a general contempt of perjury among the 


lower ſort of people; and we know how ready 
the lower fort are to follow thoſe examples that 
are, or Which they ſuppoſe to be ſet them by 
thoſe of ſuperior rank. I am far from ſuppoſing, 
that any gentleman of the other houſe has a ſe- 
cret penfion from the crown, and far leſs ſhall I 


ſuppoſe, that if any one of them had, he would 
ſolemnly declare u oa 
thing; but, my Lords, it is impoſſible for 


on oath, he had no ſuch 
any gentleman to guard abſolutely againſt the 
reproach of malicious tongues, or to prevent 
that reproach being believed by a great many. 
There are now, there will always be ſome ber. 
tlemen in the other houſe, reproached with hav- 
ing private penſions from the crown; and this 
reproach will always be believed by many with- 
out doors, If this bill ſhould paſs into a law, 
every gentleman ſo ſuſpe&ted muſt ſwear, that 
he has no ſuch penſion. Would his ſwearing ſo 
remove the reproach? No, my Lords, it would 
add to it a new reproach of a much more hei- 
nous nature; for many without doors would be- 
| 3 0 lieve, 
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« lieve, he ſwore falſely; and many of the meaner 
« ſort, being confirmed in this belief, would, from 
the example ſuppoſed to be ſet them by à gen- 
« tleman of fuch rank and figure in his country, 
begin to loſe that veneration every man ought 
« to have for an oath; by which means perjury 
might at laſt become contemptible among the 
« vulgar; and this would of courſe | as ag the 
_ © floodgates of all other ſorts of wickedneſs. = 
From this conſideration, my Lords, if our li- 
© berties were now in danger from corruption, if 
« ſome new remedy were neceflary for putting a 
« ſtop to that evil, I ſhould nevertheleſs be againſt 
this bill; becauſe the remedy would bring on a 
greater evil than that which it is intended to 
cure. But as, I think, we are at preſent, what- 
ever may be pretended, in no more danger from 
« penfioners in either houſe of Parliament, than 
ve are from the Jews in the city of London, I 
think it as unneceſſary to provide any new re- 
* medy againſt the former, as it would be to put 
« yellow caps upon the latter; and I believe, the 
noble Lord himſelf does not think it is neceſſary, 
« or that it would be proper, to put any mark of 
diſtinction upon the 8 that reſide in this 
* kingdom: Nay, I believe, he will grant, that 
the danger apprehended at Rome, which was 
the occaſion of putting a mark of diſtinction up- 
* on them there, was rather imaginary than real; 
* and that it was ſuggeſted by that ſelfiſh, narrow, 
* perſecuting ſpirit, which elapt tails to the Here- 

* ticks in Spain. 3 Fe 
But why, my Lords, ſhould we give ſo much 
attention to this outcry againſt corruption, and, 
yet wholly diſregard that outcry againſt reſent- 
ment, malice, envy, diſaffection, and ſedition, 
* which prevails among another ſet of people? 
For as no man is willing to ſuppoſe, that any 
< difference from his opinion proceeds r 
8 f | o t Ee 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 740. 
« the friends of the adminiſtration are as apt to 
« impute the oppoſition to theſe motives, as the 
< oppoſers are apt to impute an approbation of the 


_ © government's meaſures to corruption. For my 


< own part, I am ſo charitable as to believe, that 
© both: fides are governed by their reaſon; and 
< therefore, if it ſhould. be thought ; neceflary to 


_ + oblige the members of the other houſe to ſwear, 


© they had never given their vote in Parliament 
< for any reward or promiſe whatſoever, I ſhould 
< think it neceſſary, at the ſame time, to oblige 
them to ſwear, they had never given a vote in 
Parliament, out of reſentment, - malice, envy, 
< diſaffeQion, or ſedition; for, 1 think the man, 
* who is under the government of either of theſe, 


as far from being a free agent, as he that is un- 
der the influence of cortuptionn | 


The next that ſtood ' Dal the Earl of Carii/e, 
ance as follows, viz. 


My „ LA 


When one conſiders the nature of this bill, it 


iſs pech. © jg really amazing to find it meet with any. oppo- 


ſition in this houſe. It is ſo far from being an 
innovation with reſpe& to our conſtitution, that 
it can ſcarcely be ſaid to be a new law; becauſe 
the ſole intention of the bill is, to amend and 
enforce laws that are already in being, and laws 
too which were made to obviate and prevent a 
practice that has often been uſed, and that has 
always been acknowledged to be of dangerous 
conſequence to our conſtitution. - To pretend 
that we are not at preſent in any danger from 
the private penſions that may be given to mem- 
bers of the other houſe, muſt appear abſurd to 
every man that confiders the nature of mmiſters, 
or the nature of mankind. My Lords, it is a 
danger we can never be free from, nor can ever 
1: dl as « ſufficiently 
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of a miniſter to give, or of a member to 

© receive. It is abſolutely neceffary for a miniſter 
to have the ure 75 approbation of Parliament 
< in almoſt every his conduct; therefore, 
from the very 4 of miniſters we muſt ſup⸗ 


« approbation by his authority, he will endeavour 
© to obtain it by his- power; and from the nature 
of mankind we muſt ſuppoſe, that among ſuch 
< a number of men as are in the other houſe, the 
f 3 will always find ſome of them ready 
enough ee their conſent or approbation 
© for a conſi bribe or annual penfion. Thus 
ve muſt always be expoſed to this danger, and 
© we are now 2 great deal more expoſed to it than 
ever we were heretofore; becauſe our mihifters 
© now have infinitely more to give, and cuſtom or 
example has, Pm afraid, greatly added to the 
: number of thoſe that are ready to receive. 


This, my Lords, the gentlemen of the other 
, house are fully ſenſible of, and therefore they 


ſtrength 


& 


of thoſe wo which G made for 

ing againſt a danger, that has greatly in- 
creaſed fince the laſt of them was enacted. n 
© this bill there is no alteration made in our laws 


having a ſeat in the other houſe, but thoſe who, 
* while they fit there, are guilty of a continued 
breach of the laws of their country, and 3 
certainly be not only expelled but 
their crime could be diſcovered and proved. By 
© the very act of ſettlement itſelf, my Lords, it 
was .expreſsly enacted, amongſt other things, 
That no — having a penſion from the crown, 
© ſhould ſerve as —_ of the houſe of Com- 
mons; and though this clauſe was in general re- 
* pealed, by an act of the 4th and 5th of Queen 
Vo L 1. . Cc | - Anne, 


« poſe, that if he cannot obtain ſuch conſent or : 


have endeavoured, by this bill; to add to the 


or conſtitution: There is no man excluded from 


roſecuted, if 
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Anne, yet it was then again thought fo reaſona- 
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ers from the other houſe, was introduced by a 
ſecretary of ſtate, and approved by moſt of thoſe 
in the adminiſtration; and it was prudent and 


* ble to exclude penſioners from having feats in 


the other houſe, that it was of-new enacted, 
That no perſon, having any penſion. from the 
crown during pleaſure, ſhould be capable of be- 
ing a member of any future houſe of Commons; 
and by an act of the firſt of the late King, this 
incapacity was farther extended to all * 
having any penſion from the crown, for any 
term or number of years, either in their own 


names, or in the name of any other perſon in 


truſt for them, or for their benefit. Thus your 
Lordſhips ſee, that hy the laws now in being all 
perſons who have penſions from the crown du- 
ring pleaſure, or for any term or number of years, 
are rendered incapable of having ſeats in the 
other houſe; and by theſe laws great penalties 
are inflicted upon thoſe, who. preſume to break 
through them. But as no proviſion has been 
made by, either of theſe laws for. diſcovering. ſc- 
* ener and as every man muſt be ſenlible 
hat ſuch penſions may be given privately, the 
gentlemen of the other houſe ah rc it 
neceſſary, and, I hope, your Lordſhips will think 
it neceſſary, to provide the beſt remedy that can 
be thought of for this defect, which is the chief, 
and indeed the ſole intention of this bill. 


I cannot help, therefore, being aſtoniſhed at 


its being pretended, that this bill will occaſion 


any alteration or innovation in our conſtitution; 


and there is nothing convinces me more of the 
neceſſity there is for paſſing it, than the circum- 


ſtances of the noble Lords who, I find, oppoſe 
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it. To the honour of the adminiſtration in the 


firſt. year of the late King, I muſt obſerve, that 


the law paſt at that time, for excluding penſion- 
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and not by their power in corrupting 


right.in them to do ſo. A miniſter that has no 
intention to make uſe of bribery and corruption, 


has no occaſion to oppoſe any bill that can be 


thought of for preventing ſuch infamous and il- 
legal practices; and therefore, when I find ſuch a 
bill oppoſed by thoſe who are the known friends 


of a miniſter, it will always be a prevailing ar- 


gument with me, not only to think that there is 
a preſent and preſſing neceflity for ſuch a bill, 
but alſo to think that the bill propoſed will be 
in ſome meaſure effectual. Whether the bill 


now before us will be altogether effectual, is 


what I ſhall not pretend to determine; but I am 
convinced, both from the nature of it, and from 
the oppoſition it meets with, that it will have 
ſome effect. It will at leaſt raiſe the price of 


proſtitutes, becauſe the more riſ a man runs, 


the higher wages he will of courſe expect; and 
the higher you raiſe the price of thoſe who are 
liable to be corrupted, the more difficult will 


evety future miniſter find it to corrupt; fo that 


at laſt you may render the practice impoſſible, 
notwithſtanding the many and great boons our 
miniſters have now to beſtow; and then they 
muſt think of gaining the conſent or approbation 
of Parliament by their authority in perſuading, 


* 


But ſuppoſe it were your Lordſhips opinion, 
that this bill would be altogether ĩneffectual, can 
this be a reaſon for not committing it? If the 
intention of the bill, if the principle upon which 
it is founded, be right, the imperfection of it is 
no reaſon againſt committing it; becauſe in the 
committee you may alter and amend it, ſo as to 
remove every imperfection; therefore, I muſt 
think, that the noble Lords who oppoſe com- 
mitting it, diſapprove of the principle upon 
which it is founded, and, indeed, moſt of their 
arguments ſeem to tend that way. Such a bill's 
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having been rejected by this houſe in former 


« ſeffions, is no reaſon for our rejecting it in this. 
< Some of the beſt laws that were ever made, have 
at firſt met with the unlucky fate of being reject- 
© ed. The triennial bill was at firſt rejected by this 
* houſe, and yet the very next ſeſſion it was ap- 
proved of and paſſed by this houſe; and though 
eit was at that time rejected by the crown, yet in 
© the next following ſeſſion, it met with the ap- 
< probation of _ three 1 Rau" of our 
< legiſlature, and was accord into a 
< law. That law, tis true, ray pon repeal- 
< ed, but, nevertheleſs, it has always been deemed 
by a great majority of the nation, to be an ex- 


| © cellent law; and many of thoſe who joined in 


< the repeal of it, I believe, now heartily repent 
of . done ſo. But the very —_ of 
< that law is a ſtrong argument in favour of the 
© bill now before us; for the longer the term is, 
for which the repreſentatives of the people are 
© choſen, the greater ſecurity ought the people to 


have, that thoſe hf wg ſhall not, from 


© any ſelfiſh view, 
country in Parliament. . 
Io pretend, my Lords, that we ought never 
to think of guarding againſt penſioners in the 
other houſe, till we find the majority of that 
houſe e of ſome weak or wicked mea- 
< ſures of government, is the very ſame with ſay- 


y the intereft of their 


ing, that no man ought to think of repairing his 


© houſe, till it has tumbled down and overwhelm- 
ed him in the ruins, Will penſioners ever ac- 
* knowledge, that they have agreed to any weak 
or wicked meaſure? Will a penſioner ever agree 
to give up the only tenure by which he holds 
his penſion? And if the majority of the other 
N 1 ſhould once come to be penfianed and 
* corrupted, could it be expected, that ſuch a 
* houſe of Commons would ever concur in paſſing 
+1: wa "AY f 
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* any law againſt penſioning and corrupting? I 
can freely declare that, in my opinion, many 
things have of late years met with the approba- 
tion of both houſes of Parliament, that very lit- 
tle deſerved it. I believe there are very few 
Lords in this houſe, that will now approve of 
every thing that has, for theſe twenty years paſt, 
been approved of by Parliament ; and therefore, 
if every Lord makes this the ſtandard for his 
opinion of this bill, I have no great doubt of its 
meeting with the fate it deſerves. Whether the 
undeſerved approbation ſome late meaſures have 
met with in Parliament, was owing to the num- 
ber of penfioners in the other houſe, I ſhall not 
pretend to determine: I ſhall not even pretend 
to affirm, that there are at preſent any penfioners 
in that houſe; but when we ſee members obtain- 
ing very great and lucrative poſts for their bro- 
thers, ſons, or diſtant relations, it cannot but 
occafion a ſuſpicion, that they have a fellow- 
feeling in the ſalary or perquiſites; and this ſuſ- 
picion is a good reaſon for paſſing this bill. But 
ſuppoſe there were no ſuch ſuſpicion: Suppoſe 
we were abſolutely certain that there are at pre- 
ſent no penſioners in the houſe of Commons, 
there is a poſſibility, nay, a very great probabili- 
ty, that there will be ſuch, as ſoon as we have 
the misfortune to fall under the government of 
a Prince, or adminiſtration of a miniſter, whoſe 
projects or ſchemes cannot be ſupported by rea- 
ſon; for every one muſt ſee, that the laws in 
being are not ſufficient for guarding againſt the 
miſchief, 

By the laws now in being, my Lords, it is 
made criminal for any man that accepts of a 
« penſion to keep his feat in the other houſe; but 


a 
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a * thoſe laws have provided no method for diſco- 
9 + vering and praving that crime; and as a penſion : 


given, as infamous penſions are generally 


f may 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
given, without allowing any perſon to be privy 
« to it but the corruptor and the corrupted, if you 
have a mind to prevent the practice as far as lies 
in your power, you muſt put it to the oath of 
one of the parties, which is the deſign of this 
« bill. I ſhall not fay, that this method will be 
in every caſe effectual: I ſhall admit, that ſome 
«* penſioners may be abandoned enough to add 
« * perjury to their treachery, and to declare upon 
« oath, they have no penſion, in that very aſſem- 
„ bly where they earn their infamous wages, and 
perhaps in the very face of him, who pays them. 
But what is propoſed by this bill is, my Lords, 
the utmoſt you can do: It will be a ſort of teſt 
act upon penſioners; and ſurely thoſe who are ſo 
* ſolicitous about keeping the Diſſenters in ſubjec- 
tion to a teſt act, cannot refuſe to ſubject thoſe 
who are ſuſpected of being penſioners, to the 
fame method of purgatioun. 
The teſt act againſt the Diſſenters, my Lords, 
was never yet thought ſufficient for preventin 
< occaſional conformity; and yet, no true Jover of 
the church ever thought it ought, for that rea- 
« ſon, to be repealed. The teſt deſigned by this 
bill againſt penſioners, may not, perhaps, be 
« ſufficient for keeping all of them out of the 
4 
8 


K W a 


A K 


houſe of Commons; yet, no true lover of our 
conſtitution can, for that ſingle reaſon, think, it 
* ought not to be impoſed. It will have ſome 
effect: I believe it will have a very great effect; 
'* becauſe of the danger a man muſt, in this caſe, 
run, by taking a falſe oath. The revenue of a 
< gentleman, who is no trader or gameſter, is ge- 
« nerally pretty well known; and his yearly ex- 
«. pence may be pretty nearly guefſed at by his 
* neighbours and ſervants. This, upon a ſtrict 
* enquiry, will always afford a ſtrong preſumption 
« againſt him; and, as the perſon that pays him 
his penſion, may afterwards turn evidence againſt 
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« conviction, which will, I believe, terrify moſt 
men from being guilty of the crime. * 

I find ſome Lords are, upon this occafion, 
« extremely apprehenſive of corrupting the morals 
« of the people, by a multiplicity of new oaths: I 
« with the faine apprehetifions had prevailed, when 
« ſuch an infinite number of oaths were contrived, 
for collecting our cuſtoms and exciſes. Moſt of 
people, and in caſes where there are great temp- 
« tations for petjuty : The oath now propoſed, is 


| © to be taken by none but members of the other 


© houſe, and the temptations to perjury can never 


| © be great or frequent, but when our conſtitution 
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js in the utmoſt danger. It is therefore ſome- 
« thing flratige, that we ſhould be ſo little appre- 
© henfive of cottupting the morals of the people 
« by a multiplicity of oaths, when we are contri- 
« ving methods for preſerving the revenue of our 
Sovereign, and ſo very apprehenſive of the like 
« effeck, when we de contriving, methods for 
« preſerving, the conftitution and liberties of our 
« coutitty. A foreigner, upon conſideting this 
© behaviour, would be apt to judge, we had very 
< little concern abdiit the latter, provided we could 
but enjoy à ſhare of the former; and, if we 
« ſhould reje& this bill, without much better rea- 
« ſons than I have yet heard againſt it, I fear, 
© moſt of our own people will join in forming ſo 
« falſe an opinion of this hothourable and auguſt 
© Your Lordſhips i muſt be all ſenſible, how 
© prevalent the jealouſy is at preſent, of there be- 
ing a great number of penſioners in Parliament: 
The gentlemen of the other houſe have endea- 
< voured to allay that jealouſy, and to vindicate 
the honour of their Meribly, by ſending; us up 
© this bill, If it ſhould be thrown out here, what 
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t will the nation think? Will it not be generally 
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ſuppoſed, . that it is in this houſe where the 
number of penſioners prevails, and that here the 
pen ſions have their moſt infallible effect? Or, 
haps it will be ſuppoſed, that there are pen- 
Noe in the other houſe as well as in this, but 
that the penſioners in the other, for the ſake of 
recommending themſelves to their conftituents, 
had leave from their maſters tq agree to this bill, 
becauſe thoſe maſters knew, they could depend 
upon, the number and ſubmiſſion of their pen- 
fioners in this, for throwing it out. I gm very 
ſenſible, my Lords, there is no real ground for 
either of theſe ſuppoſitions; but thoſe without 
doors, who do not know the reaſons upon which 
your Lordſhips proceed, when they find a bill 
rejected which makes no alteration in our conſti- 
tution, which does not ſo much as make an al- 
teration in any former law, which contains no- 
thing but an enforcement. of the laws in being 
againſt penſioners; ſuch perſons, I ſay, may 
think, they have reaſon to make one or other of 
theſe ſuppoſitions; and ſhould not we be ex- 
tremely cautious of giving the leaſt ſhadow of 


reaſon for judging ſo unworthily of our aflembly ? 


] do not know, but that ſome of your Lord- 
ſhips may be of opinion, that the laws now in 
being, for excluding penſioners from the other 


houſe, are inconvenient, and therefpre wiſh they 


were repealed ! If they are ſo, let them be re- 
pealed; for we ought not to fit here, and ſuffer 
any laws to remain in force, that are inconveni- 


ent to the ſociety, But, if they are not incon- 


venient ; If they are neceſſary for guarding our 
conftitution againſt corruption, the moſt danger- 
ous, becauſe it is the moſt ſecret enemy to a free 
ſtate, they ought to be enforced, they ought ta 
be rendered effectual, by all the methods that 


can by the wit of man be invented, or by human 


i power 
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power exerciſed. In caſes of ſuch a ſecret nature 
« we muſt, we ought to call the Divine Power to 
our aſſiſtance, by interpoſing the religious ſolem- 
_ * nity of an oath. By interpoſing an oath, my 
Lords, in matters of great conſequence, and 
s which cannot frequently occur, we ſhall never 
render the ſolemnity familiar and contemptible; 
and where is there a matter of greater conſe- 
« quence, on this fide the grave, than the preſer- 
vation of the conſtitution of our government, 
and liberties of our country? It is by interpoſing 
* an oath in trival matters, in ſuch as frequently 
occur and chiefly affect the meaner ſort, 5 in we 
render the ſolemnity familiar and contemptible 
to the vulgar; and, I wiſh the invention of ſome 
of thoſe who are ſuppoſed to be no friends to 
this bill, had, in this reſpect, been leſs fruitful. 
My Lords, as the laws now in being, for ex- 
« cluding penſioners from the other houſe, muſt, 
to every man that conſiders them, appear to be 
« altogether ineffectual, if this bill be rejected, I 
* ſhall, even in my time, if I live but a very few 
< years, expect to ſee the other houſe full of pen- 
« fioners. I ſhall expect to ſee a miniſter in that 
* houſe, out of a wantonneſs of power, by his ſole 
No throw out a bill of the utmoſt im- 
« portance, without deigning to give his ſlaves fo 
much as one reaſon for what he obliges them to 
do. This, indeed, if it ſhould ever happen, I 
* ſhall look upon as a ſign of his power, but not 
of his prudence; and, I may propheſy, that if 
ever a miniſter ſhould get ſuch a power over the 
other houſe, his power in this will be as abſolute, 
and equally inſolent.. 


Upon khis noble Lord's fitting down, the Earl 


of Cholmondeley ſtood up, and ſpoke to this effect, 


vix. 
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My Lords, 165 


# 


Fee i.. I ſhall always be as ready as any Lord in this 
_ * houſe, to enforce the laws now in being, for 
excluding penſioners from having ſeats in the 
< houſe of Commons: I ſhall readily concur in 
any method that may be propoſed for that pur- 
< poſe, provided it be ſuch a one as I think con- 
« ſiſtent with our conſtitution; but when the me- 
thod propoſed, evidently tends to the overthrow 
< of that conſtitution, which we all ſhew, and I 
© hope fincerely, ſo warm a zeal for preſerving, I 
< hope I ſhall always have virtue and reſolution 
enough, to give it my negative, let the conſe- 
: | a be what it will. If the laws now in 
force, for terrifying a penſioner from keeping 
* his ſeat in the other houſe, are not ſufficient, I 
& 
6 
- 


hope ſome method will be found out, for ren- 
dering them ſo, without giving ſuch a power 
to the other houſe, as muſt ſoon overturn our 
conſtitution, which, I think, would be the cer- 
tain effe& of the' bill now before us; _ it 
would ſhew very imptudence, as well as 
great Wees of i een if we ſhould 
expoſe ourſelves to a new danger, for the ſake of 
avoiding a danger of a different nature, which 
we are already pretty well, if not effeQually, 
ouarded againft, e 
By the law of the fourth and fifth of Queen 
Anne, my Lords, mentioned by the noble Lord 
* who ſpoke laſt, it is enacted, That if any perſon 
having a penſion from the crown during plea- 
* ſure, ſhall fit or vote in the other houſe, He ſhall 
© forfeit 5007. to ſuch as ſhall fue for the fame. 
And by the act of the firſt of his late Majeſty, 
* hkewiſe mentioned by the ſame noble Lord, it 
* enacted, That if any perſon having'a penſion 
* from the crown, for any term or number of 
years, either in his own name, or in the A * 
„ Tl © of. 
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of any other perſon in truſt for him, or for his 
benefit, ſhall preſume to fit or vote in the other 
houſe, he ſhall, in ſuch caſe, forfeit 207. for 
every day in which he ſhall fo fit or vote there, 
to him who ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

_ © 'Theſe penalties are ſo high, that in my opi- 
nion, my Lords, no gentleman of fortune will 
run the riſk of incurring them, for the ſake of 
any penſion the crown can beſtow; and we 
know, that none but gentlemen of fortune can 
be choſen members of the other houſe. For 
this reaſon, notwithſtanding the ſuſpicions that 
prevail, and are moſt induſtrioufly propagated, 
without doors, I cannot think, that there are at 
preſent any penſioners in the other houſe; and, 
indeed, from the very nature of things, I am 
convinced of it. No Prince, no apr will 
ever give a penſion, for the ſake of engaging a 
man's vote in Parliament, unleſs there be an 


a W N £6 


Prince, or miniſter, deſires nothing of Parlia- 
ment, but what is reaſonable, and agreeable to 
the publick intereſt, there can be no ſuch ne- 
ceſſity; for however much ſome men may be 
actuated by malice or diſaffection, as long as the 
adminiſtration purſues no. meaſures, but ſuch as 
are neceſſary for ſecuring the happineſs of their 
country, I hope they will always find a majority 
in both houſes of Parliament, ready to approve 
of ſuch meaſures, without any penſion or re- 
ward. This has, in my opinion, been the caſe, 
I ſhall venture to ſay, ever ſince the acceſſion of 
our- preſent Royal Family.: Our miniſters may, 
perhaps, have thought of ſome meaſures that 
were diſagreeable; but as ſoon as they found 
they were ſo, they have always given them up: 
* And ſome things have, perhaps, afterwards ap- 
peared not to have been ſo right; but at the 
time they were reſolyed on, they appeared * 
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abſolute neceſſity for ſo doing; and whilſt a 
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wiſe; and our Parliaments will, I hope, be al- 
ways ready to forgive owe 12 yan in all caſes 
at can 


where no negle& or overſight can be imputed 
to the authors or actors. 


This, my Lords, is my opinion of our late 
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conduct, and therefore I cannot ſuppoſe, that 
there are at preſent any penſioners in the other 


houſe, or any penſioner in the nation, but ſuch 
as are entitled to it out of charity, or ſuch as 
have merited it by their paſt ſervices to the 


publick. I ſhall admit, that a prudent man will 
take care to repair his houſe before it tumbles 


about his ears; but no prudent man will put 


himſelf to the trouble and 7 4- of repairing 
ect 


his houſe, when no flaw or defect appears in any 


part of it; and if it ſnould ever appear from ex- 


perience, that our laws for excluding penſioners 
from the other houſe, are in any reſpec deficient, 
I hope thoſe who have a regard for the liberties 
of their country, will take the alarm, time e- 
nough to get that defect remedied, before the 
moſt artful miniſter can ſecure ſuch an abandon - 
ed majority of penſioners in the other houſe, as 
to render the cure impoſſible; for it is an old 
maxim, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, and this 
maxim may be applied to an aſſembly, with as 


much, if not more juſtice, than to any fingle 


man. Wo | 

But ſuppoſe, my Lords, I were convinced, 
that theſe laws had by late experience been found 
deficient, I ſhould nevertheleſs be againſt the 
method propoſed by this bill for removing that 
defect; becauſe, I think the remedy more dan- 
gerous than the diſeaſe, Our conſtitution, my 
Lords, and the happineſs of it, conſiſts in an 
equal mixture of the three principal forms of 
government; and therefore, no new regulation 
ought to be made, that viſibly tends to deſtroy 
that equality, or that balance, upon which our 
| | « conſtitution 
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conſtitution depends. We have as much reaſon 
© to avoid every thing that may tend to the in- 
troducing of à republican form of government, 
which generally ends in an abſolute tyranny, as 


the introducing of an abſolute monarchy. In all 
ſuch caſes, we ſhould conſider, that we are fteer- 
ing between Scy/la and Charybdis; and that by 
too cautiouſly avoiding the one, we may make a 
« wreck of our conſtitution upon the other. For 
© this reaſon, we ought of all things to be cautious 
of veſting any new and diſtinct powers in the 
© other houſe; and as this bill veſts in them a new 

power, which they are to exerciſe ſeparately and 
diſtinctly by themſelves, and without the con- 
« currence of either of the other two branches of 
« our legiſlature, I think it would expoſe us to 

© the danger of falling under a republican form of 

government, and conſequently, an abſolute ty- 

« ranny, a great deal more than we are at preſent 

« expoſed to the danger of falling under an abſo- 

© lute monarchy. © © > 1 

* I know, my Lords, that great endeavours 

© have of late been uſed, to perſuade the people, 

that there is a great number of penſioners in the 

other houſe; and as thoſe of an inferior rank 

© are naturally ſuſpicious, as well as envious of 

* their ſuperiors, theſe endeavours have, I believe, 

© ſucceeded with a = many, ſo as to make 
them fond of this bill. As their penetration is 
not generally very extenſive, they do not ſee 

the fatal conſequences it is attended with; and 

therefore, they ſuppoſe, that none but thoſe 
* who pay or receive penſions, can be againſt it. 

IJ am, therefore, ſenſible, I undertake a very 

_ © unpopular taſk, when I oppoſe this bill; but I 
« diſdain a laviſh popularity, as much as I ſhould 
* diſdain a laviſh ſubmiſſion to the pleaſure of any 
© Prince or miniſter, The favour of the people 
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we have to avoid thoſe things that may tend to 


may, 
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£ may, I know, be acquired by humouring their 
« prejudices, as well as that of a Prince by hu- 
< mouring his paſſions; but this ſort of favour is, 
in neither caſe, of any long duration. The 
people by their prejudices, as well as the Prince 
by his paſſions, generally ſoon lead themſelves 
into ſome misfortune; and as ſoon as this hap- 
pens, the paraſite, in both caſes, becomes hate. 
ful and contemptible. | 
For this reaſon, my Lords, we ought, i in no 
caſe that comes before us, to give ourſelves any 
concern about what the people may think with- 
out doors. We ought to confider only the 
circumſtances of the caſe, as they appear to us; 
and when we do this deliberately, and reſolve 
accordingly, the people without doors, as ſoon 
as they have had time to hear and confider our 
— will generally approve of our reſolu- 
tions; and will then Bac. to hate and deſpiſe 
thoſe, who endeavoured to prepoſſeſs them with 
a bad n of either houſe of Parliament.“ 6 
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The next that roſe. up was the Duke of bi, 
whoſe ſpeech was in e thus: _- 


a My Lords, 

We are now upon a bill 4 ate i an end 

* to, or at leaſt preventing one ſort of corruption 
in the other houſe; and from the oppoſition the 
© bill meets with here, and the imaginary dangers 
that are ſuggeſted for ſupporting, or rather ex- 
« cufing that oppoſition, thoſe who are not per- 
« ſonally acquainted with the noble Lords, who 
have ſpoke upon that fide of the queſtion, 
* would, I think, be apt to ſuppoſe. their opinion 
to be, either that corruption is now become a 
< neceſſary evil, without which the forms of our 
government could not be preſerved, or that it is 
an evil of very little conſequence, and not at all 
«* inconſiſtent 
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6 inconſiſtent | with the ſubſtance of a free govern- 
ment. Corruption, my Lords, has always hi- 
« therto been allowed to be vile, to be dangerous. 
I have, for my own part, diſcouraged it in all 
« ſtations: I ſhall always diſdain the obedience, or 
© the paraſitical ſort of aſſent that is to be gained 
only by corruption; and I have always been 
« forty, when I obſerved it was not equally diſ- 
« couraged by others; for if it were no way en- 
, comes by thoſe in high ſtations, it would 
© never be poſſible for the mode in any country to 
© cover that infamy, which naturally attends. the. 
« corrupted ; nor would the quality of the offender 
« ever atone for the wretched meanneſs of the 
r | 
II need not trouble your Lordſhips with ex- 
* plaining what is, in this country, meant by a. 
© legal adminiſtration : Every one knows what it 
is; and every one knows, that it may be eaſily 
ſupported without corruption. Miniſters, my 
Lords, (for according to our conſtitution, we 
* ought always to have a great many of them) 
* that have nothing in view, but the publick hap- 
*. pineſs, and who have wiſdom and diſcernment 
enough to purſue that ſteadily, may deſpiſe the 
« aſſiſtance or approbation of thoſe, who aſſiſt or 
* approve, only becauſe they are paid for ſo doing. 
such an adminiſtration will always have the ma- 
* jority of the nation of its fide, and conſequently 
may, without any corrupt means, have always a 
majority in Parliament. Therefore, a legal and 
© a wiſe adminiſtration can never ſtand in need of 
corruption, for the exerciſe of any of its func- 
* tions; but an illegal one, an adminiſtration con- 


* fiſting, of one ſole and arrogant miniſter, Who 
will admit of no partner or aſſiſtant, but ſuch as 


© implicitly ſubmit to his direction, can never be 
*-fup e : It is againſt law, 


* and againſt law it muſt be ſupported. a 2a 
8 ; we 
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© ſuch an adminiſtration, indeed, the forms of our 
4 8 cannot be preſerved, without eva- 
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g or violating our laws againft corrupt practi- 
ces; but under ſuch an adminiſtration, while it 
laſts, the ſubſtance of our conſtitution muſt be 
ſuſpended, and we had better be without the 
forms; for preſerving the forms of a free go- 
vernment will only ſerve to lull and keep the 
people aſleep, till their chains are rivetted, and 
till one ſole miniſter has ſo firmly eftabliſhed his 
power, that it may be eaſily tranſmitted to, or 
taken up by another. Many of our Princes, 
and their fole miniſters, have in vain endeavour- 
ed to eftabliſh an arbitrary government, without 
the aſſiſtance or ſhew of a Parliament : They 
have endeavoured to do it by force, and 
by open force they have been Ta ed, 
and the miniſters often hanged; but by the ſlow 


and filent approaches of corruption, * 
now the crown has got ſuch a variety of means 


in its power, an arbitrary government, more 
deſtructive and more expenſive than the other, 
may be eſtabliſned by the authority, and ſup- 


orted by the ſhadow of a Parliament; for if a 


rince, or his ſole miniſter, ſhould ever have it 
in his power to have always a corrupt majority 
in each houſe of Parliament, a Britiſp Parliament 
will be no more than a Turkiſh Divan. 
Corruption is therefore, my Lords, of all 
dangers, the greateſt our conftitution can be ex- 
poſed to, and the moſt to be a ended. Its 
approach is imperceptible, but its blow, if not 
prevented, is fatal; and you cannot prevent its 


blow, unleſs you 2 its approach. The 


laws now in being for excluding penſioners from 
having feats in the other houſe, were defigned 
as a fafe-guard againſt corruption's entering, in 
one ſhape at leaſt, within the walls of that houſe; 


and when we are conſidering, whether _ 
| * a kus 


* 


4p 
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laws ought to be enforced, we have no occafion 
for examining into late meaſures, or for ſuppo- 
ſing that any late practices have been made uſe 
« of for corrupting the members of either houſe. 

We haye now as much reaſon to guard againſt 

the approach of corruption, as we had when 
« thoſe laws were made; therefore, we are now 
to confider only the laws themſelves, and if 
they appear to be inſufficient, they ought to be 
* amended, whether any corrupt practices have 
lately been made uſe of or not. That theſe laws 

are inſufficient for the end intended, muſt, I 
think, plainly appear to every one that peruſes 
them. There are penalties, tis true, inflicted 
upon penſioners that ſhall preſume to fit or vote 
in the other houſe; but it is evident that thoſe 
« penalties can never be recovered, becauſe the 
fact can never be proved. A penſion or a bribe 

may be given in ſuch a manner, that even he 
who gives it, can be no direct witneſs againſt 


1 . — — 
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« the receiver; and it is always given in ſuch a Mi 

« ſecret manner, that the criminal may have good 1 

« reaſon to think, his crime can never be diſcover- BYE 

< ed. For this reaſon, no penalty you can inflict, 1 

vill ever have a great effect; and this makes it Wi 

neceſſary, in caſes of ſuſpicion, to require an 1 

oath from the party ſuſpected. Wi 

„ ſhall not ſay, my Lords, that the oath re- j ill 

* quired by this bill will have all the effect that By 

could be wiſhed. There may be ſome ſo aban- 1 
| © doned, as to deſpiſe the religious ceremony of |] 
An oath; but it will have an effect npon a great 1 
4 1 ar . BH 

many; and even the moſt abandoned will be ſhy . 
of denying their having a penſion upon oath, in . 
the very face, perhaps, of the man who pays „ 

8 * them their penſion. Nay, even prudence itſelf 14 
will make men ſhy of being guilty of perjury, | 
4 * left the concealment of their crime ſhould after- 9 | 
; « wards be imputed to them as a-fayour; and made . 
Yor. 2 Dd « uſe W | 
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© uſe of as a handle for obliging them to do as 


ane Ceca. i 0.0.9 SNP 


much dirty work afterwards without a penſion, 
as they had done before for the ſake of a penſion. 
It is an old and a true proverb, that when I truſt 
a man with my ſecret, I make him my maſter : 
An avaritious, or an extravagant neceſſitous man 


mage accept of iniquitous wages from a miniſter, 
an 


yet he would not, perhaps, chuſe to be ſuch 

an abſolute ſlave to that miniſter, as he muſt be, 
ſhould he put it in his power to convict him of 
rjury. Therefore, the oath preſcribed by this' 
ill, will certainly have a very great effect; and 
as the laws propoſed to be enforced by this bill, 
evidently appear to be inſufficient, this method 
of enforcing them ought to be choſen, at leaſt 


till a more effectual one can be thought on. 


What the noble Lords mean by preſent dan- 
ger, when they ſay we are in no preſent danger 
from corruption, I cannot comprehend. My 
Lords, it is an evil we always have been, and 
always muſt be in danger of. It has often been 
praQtiſed, it always will be practiſed, as often as 
ambition in a Prince, or wickedneſs or weakneſs 
in a miniſter, renders it neceſſary for him to have 
recourſe to ſuch an infamous practice, We may 
ſometimes be ſaid to be in no preſent danger of 
an invaſion, yet would he not be look'd on as a 
madman, who ſhould make that an argument 
for not repairing our navy, eſpecially if, upon 


inquiry, it ſhould appear to be unfit for ſervice? 


Without finding fault with any late meaſures, 
without accuſing any one in the adminiſtration, 
I will affirm, my Lords, that we are now in 
greater danger from corruption, than we were 
either in the fourth or fifth of Queen Anne, or 
in the firſt of his late Majeſty's reign; for the 
more power the miniſters of the crown have to 


corrupt, whether they make uſe of that power 
or no, the more danger we are in from corrup- 


tion; 
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DEBATES. - . 
tion; and every one knows, that the miniſters 
of the crown have now a much greater power to 
corrupt, than they had at either of thoſe periods. 
This ſhould make us reſolve in time, to take all 
the methods that can be thought of for guarding 
againSthe uſe of that power; for it is already ſo 
reat, that if we ſhould have the misfortune to 
Fall under a Prince or adminiſtration that will 


make uſe of it, I fear, it would then be impoſſi- 


ble for us to guard againſt it. On the contrary, 
if the means of corruption, now in the power 
of the crown, ſhould be thought inſufficient for 
ſecuting a perpetual corrupt influence over both 


houſes of Parliament, ſuch an adminiſtration 


would take hold of every grievance, every war, 
every misfortune, the nation could be expoſed 
to, for enereaſing thoſe means, in order to render 
the effe& infallible; and unleſs a moſt extraordi- 
nary ſpirit of virtue, as well as jealouſy, ſhould 
begin to exert itſelf, I'm afraid, it would be im- 
poſſible, as the laws ſtand at preſent, to prevent 
their ſucceſs by any legal or peaceable method. 


For this reaſon, my Lords, I look upon the 


preſent queſtion to be a ſort of trial of ſkill, the 


fate of which is to determine, whether or no 
our conſtitution is hereafter to be deſtroyed by 


corruption, and the people reduced to the fatal 
neceflity of endeavouring to reftore it by the 
ſword. If this ſhould ever come to be the un: 
lucky fate of this nation; thoſe who now oppoſe 
our making uſe of legal means for preſerving 
our conſtitution, whilſt it is yet in our power, 
will have no great reaſon to rejoice in their paſt 
conduct. 13815 fa 


Let us conſider, my Lords, the vaſt ſums of 


money that are now at the diſpoſal, or under the 
direction of the crown; the 'infinite number of 
lucrative poſts, places, and employments, moſt 
of them unknown to our anceſtors; now depend- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
ing upon the ſole and arbitrary pleaſure of the 


crown; and the great variety of penal laws, by 


one or other of which the moſt innocent may 
be made to ſuffer, the moſt cautious may be en- 
trapped, and from which the moſt guilty may 
be ſcreened, by virtue of that diſpenſing or mi- 
tigating power, which, with reſpect to many of 
them, is now lodged in the officers of the 
crown: Let us, I fay, my Lords, conſider theſe 
things, and we muſt acknowledge, that the pre- 
ſent danger we are in, of having our Parliament 
converted into a Turkiſh Divan, is far from being 
imaginary; and when we are under ſuch well- 
grounded apprehenſions, ſhall we rack our in- 
vention for viſionary dangers, in order to excuſe 
our agreeing to any method for guarding againſt 
a danger ſo real, and which may, upon the firſt 
change of miniſters or meaſures, become inevi- 


table and irreſiſtible ? | | 


] muſt confeſs, my Lords, I do not know what 
the noble Lord means, when he ſays, the balance 
of our conſtitution will be deſtroyed by means 


of that ſeparate and diſtinct new power which, 
by this bill, is to be lodged in the other houſe. 


I do not know of any power that is by this bill 
to be lodged in the other houſe, but the power 


of turning a man out, that ought not, that can- 
not, by the laws now in being, fit or vote there; 


and this is a ſeparate and diftin& power which 


that houſe now enjoys, and which has been al- 


ways allowed. This bill can, therefore, make 
no alteration in what the noble Lord calls the 
balance of our conſtitution; but if by this bill, 
or ſome ſuch bill, we do not prevent corrupt 
and mercenary flaves from entering into that 


"houſe, I can foreſee where the balance of our 


conſtitution will ſoon come to be: It will ſoon 


come to be lodged in the pocket of the prime 
miniſter for the time being; and if our liberties 


« and 
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and privileges depend upon that balance, they 
will then be lodged in the ſame place, which, 
in my opinion, is the worſt repoſitory they can 
be lodged in. N | | 
'© I therefore hope your Lordſhips will, by 
paſling this bill, take care, that no prime mini- 
ſter ſhall ever be able to get the balance of our 


conſtitution into his pocket; but I muſt here 


obſerve, that what is called the balance, and, 
indeed, the ſecurity of our conſtitution, conſiſts 
not in the power which any of the three 


branches of our Legiſlature has over itſelf, or 


any of its own members, but in no one of 
them having a power over either of the other 
two. As the three branches of our Legiſlature 
are diſtinct, they ought to be independent; at 
leaſt they ought to have no dependency, but 
what proceeds from the publick good, 'and the 
mutual happineſs of the three ; for if any one of 


them ſhould ever, by force or corruption, get 


the abſolute direction or command of the other 


two, our conſtitution will then be undone, tho? 


the forms of it might, perhaps, be preſerved, 
in order to deceive the vulgar and ignorant. 
This is the misfortune intended to be guarded 
againſt by this bill; and it is not of late years 
only, that this good intention has been ſet on 
foot. In the end of the late Queen's reign, 
there was juſt ſuch another bill brought into 
this houſe, which at that time met with ſo good 


a reception here, that it was thrown out but by 


one vote; and its meeting with that fate, was 


occafioned by the fault of one noble Lord, who, 


at the time the queſtion was put, happen'd to be 
in the Court of Requeſts, buying a pen-knife, 
with two proxies in his pocket. | 
J ſhall acknowledge, my Lords, that I do 
not think the bill now before us ſo perfe& as 
it ought to be; but all its defects may, I 
22 D d 3 © think, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
think, be eaſily remedied by proper clauſes and 


amendments in the committee; and if your 
Lordſhips go into a committee upon it, I ſhall 
contribute the little I can towards making it a 
perfect bill: I ſhall probably offer ſome clauſes, 
and particularly, I think, it will be neceſſary to 
add one for puniſhing the corruptoras well as the 


corrupted. It is criminal to receive, but much 
more criminal to give a bribe, and therefore the 


latter ought to be more ſeverely puniſhed : The 
very attempt ought to be ſeverely puniſhed; and 
this, perhaps, would be as effectual a method as 
any, to prevent the committing of the crime; 
for if it were made penal to offer, directly or 
indirectly, to give or receive a bribe, or corrupt 
penſion, the practice would become extremely 
dangerous, becauſe he that offers cannot be be- 
forehand aſſured, that the other will not, inftead 
of accepting, become an evidence againſt him, 


, In ſhort, my Lords, if the Commons were ſe- 
* rious, when they paſſed and ſent us up this bill, 


we ought to aſſiſt them as much as we can in 
purging their aſſembly, or at leaſt in keeping it 
clean, from all corruption. Whether they were 
ſerious or not, 1s, indeed, what I ſhall not deter- 
mine; for I muſt confeſs, I have ſome ſuſpicions, 
when 1 confider, that this bill was paſſed una- 


_ © nimouſly in that very aſſembly, which ſoon af. 


ter diſagreed to a motion for bringing in a bill 
to exclude placemen from having ſeats in their 
houſe. There is ſuch an affinity between a 
« penſion and a fine-cure place with a good ſalary, 
depending upon the pleaſure of the crown, that 
I am not quick- ſighted enough to diſcern the 
difference ; and therefore, I cannot ſee the rea- 
ſon, why any member of the other houſe, that 


+ was ſeriouſly reſolv'd to exclude penſioners from 
« that aflembly, ſhould diſagree to the 3 in 


"I < of a bill * ſorts o 


place- 
© men, 
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men. But. my Lords, if the other houſe, or 
any 6 7 of it, was not ſerious when they paſſed 
« this bill, I think we ſhould make them ſo, by 
« ſending it back with ſuch additions and amend- 
ments, as they can find no ſhadow of reaſon for 
+ diſagreeing to. By this means we may get a bill 

* paſſed into a law, which will be of infinite ſer- 


vice for ſecuring our conſtitution, and which we 


could not, perhaps, have got their concurrence 


6 in, if the bill had been firſt modelled and brought 


in here.“ 


The next that Gs was the Biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury, whoſe ſpeech was to this effect, „ 


6 My Lords, . 


this houſe, I have ſeveral times had an opportu- 
nity to give my ſentiments upon it. I have always 
given my vote againſt it, and have before given 


the ſame, becauſe my reaſons have never, I 
think, been anſwer'd; nor has the leaft care 
been taken in the forming of this bill, or in its 
progreſs through the other houſe, to obviate any 
of thoſe objections that have formerly been 
made againſt bills of the ſame nature; therefore 
I am convinced, that every Lord in this houſe, 
remains fixed in his former opinion ; and from 
thence one may judge of the fate this bill 

may probably meet with here. 
I could declaim againſt. corruption, and the 
dangers we are expoſed to from that quarter, 
tho? not with ſo much eloquence, yet I hope with 
as much zeal and fincerity as any Lord in this 
houſe ; but corruption, my Lords, is not, nor 
ought it, I _ upon this occaſion, to be 
Dd 4 the 


my reaſons for ſo doing. My opinion is ſtill 
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© As this bill, or a bill of the like n and Biſhop of 
tendency with this, has been often before us, = __ 
and as often rejected, as it has be brought into 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
the ſubject of our diſcourſe. It is, I know, a 


popular topick : It is a crime which thoſe with- 
out doors are always ready, without the leaſt 


ſhadow of reaſon, to lay to the charge of thoſe 


within; and therefore thoſe without, who 
are by far the moſt numerous, are always de- 
lighted, when they hear it inveigh'd againſt, 
without conſidering whether it be properly 


brought into the debate. The bill now before 
us has, *tis true, the reſemblance of being a bill 


againſt corruption; but under that ſpecious 
pretence is concealed a moſt dangerous attempt, 
to eſtabliſh in the other houſe a diſtinct power, 
which may render them altogether independent 
of, and conſequently ſuperior to, the other two 


branches of our Legiſlature, Upon ſuch occa- 


fions, my Lords, we ought to conſider, that all 


uſurpations have been founded upon the moſt 


ſpecious and plauſible pretences ; and I ſhall 
readily grant, that the other houſe could not 
have thought of a more ſpecious or plauſible 
pretence for acquiring to themſelves a new and 
dangerous power, than that of preventing cor- 
ruption; but I hope your Lordſhips will ſee 
through the diſguiſe, and prevent our conſtitu- 
tion's being caught in the ſnare. Ts 

If the other houſe were by this bill to acquire 
no new powers, the principal objection I have 
formerly made againſt ſuch bills as this would, 
indeed, be remov'd; but, my Lords, it is evi- 
dent, that they are, even by this bill, to acquire 
a new and diſtinct power. The members of 
that houſe are all to declare and give an account 
of every gratuity, reward, or preſent, they 
receive from the crown. Is there no uſe to be 
made of this declaration? If it ſhould be turn'd 
to no uſe, why ſhould it be made? Why ſhould 
the neceſſity of making it be impoſed upon any 
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of it, by whom is that uſe to be made? Why, 


by the other houſe, in a diſtinct and ſeparate 


capacity, and without the corfcurrence of either 
of the other two branches of the Legiſlature. 
Nay, they are to become ſuperior to the chief 
branch of our Legiſlature, to the Crown itſelf ; 
for they are to judge of the actions of the crown, 
and may determine, that a well-merited reward 
given by the crown for the moſt eminent pub- 
lick ſervices, was a corrupt reward given for a 
gentleman's corrupt behaviour in their aſſembly. 
Is not this, my Lords, a new and a moſt 
dangerous power ? It is, in my opinion, a 
power abſolately inconſiſtent with our conſti- 


tution; for if the other houſe ſhould once ren- 


der themſelves ſuperior to the crown, they 
would of courſe become ſuperior to this houſe 
likewiſe, and would ſoon engroſs, as they have 
done before, the whole power of our govern- 
ment. They would either vote this houſe uſe- 
leſs, as they have once done already, or they 
would render it inſignificant, by making it en- 
tirely ſubſervient to ten. 

* Thus, I think, it is apparent, that our happy 
conſtitution would be brought into greater dan- 
ger by this bilPs being paſſed into a law, than it 
is at preſent, or can ever well be, from corrup- 
tion. But, my Lords, how does this bill guard 
againſt corruption ? In my opinion, not in the leaſt. 
The members are to declare upon oath every 
gratuity or reward they receive. If that gratui- 
ty or reward ſhould be paid and received from a 
corrupt motive, will this ever compel a difco- 
very? Can we ſuppoſe, that a wretch ſo aban- 


doned as to betray and fell his country for a 
ſmall reward, will ever have any regard to an 


oath z eſpecially, in caſes where it is allowed, 
there is no probability of convicting him of per- 
jury? We may as well, I think, make a 0 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
for obliging a ſuſpected man to ſwear, that he 
has never robb'd upon the highway. I hope, 
I ſhall be allowed to ſhew ſome regard for 
religion, by refuſing to proſtitute the ſacred ſo- 
lemnity of an oath, in caſes where it is almoſt 
certain, a man will rather perjure himſelf than 
confeſs his guilt. - The laws of this kingdom 
have always been extremely cautious of ſubject- 
ing a man to an oath, in any caſe where his inte- 
reſt may be concerned. By the common law 
it is never done: Even in equity, frauds only 
are diſcoverable by the oath of the party ; for 


if a man be in danger of ſubjecting himſelf to a 
penalty, he is not obliged to anſwer; and even 


as to frauds, we ſeldom find any diſcovery 
made, except in caſes where the defendant is 
ſuſpicious of the plaintif's having ſome latent 
proofs againſt him. In this caſe, therefore, as 
in all others of the like nature, an oath will be 
no check upon wicked men, who are ready 
to ſell their country for a bribe or a corrupt re- 
ward; and it may be a trap for the honeſt and 
virtuous, who have ſerved their country faith- 
fully and effectually, and have moſt juſtly re- 
ceived from the crown, a ſmall reward for their 


ſervice. 


But ſuppoſe, my Lords, there were in this 


* 


caſe no ſuch danger; yet ſurely every oath that 


is impoſed by an expreſs law, ought to be ſuch 
a one as may be underſtood by thoſe that are to 
take it. The oath propoſed by this bill is, I 
think, ſuch a one as can be underſtood by no 
man. Gratuity or reward are words ſo vague 


and indeterminate, that no man can tell what to 
make of them. It is extream ly difficult to ſettle 


the boundary between a favour and a gratuity; 


and the favours that may be conferred by the 
crown upon the ſubje& are ſo various, and fo 


frequent, that there would be no end of decla- 
EE ring 
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« ring them, nor any poſſibility of determining 
what was a favour, and what a gratuity. A 
poſt given to a gentleman's brother or ſon, nay, 
even to his footman, at his requeſt, might be 
interpreted as a gratuity; and would very pro- 
$ bably be ſo by the other houſe, in caſe the 
majority of them did not like his face, and 
* he had for ſome time negleted to declare 
* it, This would introduce ſo much confuſion, 
and is apparently ſo inconvenient for every 
« gentleman that has, or may have, the honour to 
be a member of the other houſe, that, I am 
« perſuaded, they would never have agreed to a 
regulation ſo inconvenient, and at the ſame time 
* ſo ineffectual for the end pretended, if they had 
not had ſome other view than merely that of 
preventing corruption. 
Whether they were ſerious or not in paſſing 
+ this bill, can be of no conſequence, my Lords, 
© to us. If it were a good bill, I ſhould be for 
< paſſing it, whether they were ſerious or not. 
But, as I think it a bad bill, as I think it a re- 
_ © gulation altogether ineffectual for the end pre- 
* tended, and very dangerous with regard to the 
end which I ſuppoſe to be concealed, therefore, 
I ſhall be againſt its paſſing, without conſider- 
ing in the leaſt, whether or no the the other 
«* houſe, or any number of them, was ſerious in 
« ſending it up, If your Lordſhips think, we 
have now any juſt apprehenſions from corrup- 
tion; if we are in any preſent danger of having 
a majority of the other houſe made more ſub- 
« ſervient to the crown than they ought to be, by 
« penſions and pecuniary rewards, any one that 
* thinks ſo may preſent a bill, or you may order 
* the judges to bring in a bill, for obviating that 
danger; but the bill now before you is not only 
* ſo imperfe&, but ſo improper for attaining that 
* end, that I think it impoſſible to Wr 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
thing of it in the committee; and therefore, 
I ſhall be againſt our taking up our time, which 
may be otherwiſe ſo uſefully employ*d, with go- 
ing into a committee upon it. 1 
For my own part, my Lords, I do not think, 
we are in any immediate danger from corrup- 
tion; I do not think, we can be in any ſuch dan- 
ger, while we enjoy the happineſs of having his 
preſent Majeſty upon the throne. He will ne- 
ver aſk, he will never allow his Parliament to be 
aſk*d to do any thing, but what is neceſſary for 
the publick good; and for ſuch purpoſes no 
penſion or gratuity to any of the members will 
ever be neceſſary, unleſs faction, ſedition, and 
diſaffection ſhould get poſſeſſion of a great ma- 
jority of the nation, which, I hope, will never 
be the caſe. We have, therefore, no immediate 
call to contrive any new barriers againſt corrup- 
tion, and if any of his Majeſty's ſucceſſors ſnould 
form ambitious views againſt our liberties, and 
think of rendering thoſe views ſucceſsful by 
corruption, the barriers we have already, will, I 
hope, be able to defend our liberties againſt ſuch 
attempts, till our poſterity can raiſe new and 
more effectual barricades againſt the approach of 
that political diſtemper. 
I hope, my Lords, I ſhall always be as jea- 
lous of the liberties of my country as any rea- 
ſonable man ought to be, and I confeſs, we 
ought always to look with a jealous eye 
upon the new projects formed by miniſters ; but 
there is another ſet of men, upon whom we 
ought likewiſe to look with a jealous eye, and 
that is, thoſe gentlemen, who, under the pre- 
tence of preſerving or ſecuring our liberties, are 
for new-modelling our conſtitution, at a time 
when there is no apparent, much leſs an immi- 
nent danger. Securing our liberties has been 
before now made a pretence for deſtroying 3 
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and the vulgar and ignorant are always fond of 
every thing that's new, which has too often ren- 
der'd ſuch defigns ſucceſsful. The bill now be- 


fore us, I think, I have ſome reaſon to confider 


in this light, and the more ſo, becauſe of the 
motion that was fince made in the other houſe, 


for excluding all placemen, except a very few, 


from having ſeats in that aſſembſy. Both theſe 
regulations were, I find, promoted by the ſame 
men; and if both had ſucceeded, our happy 
conſtitution would have. been brought into the 
moſt imminent danger ; for the ccown would 


then have been under a neceſſity of employing 
none but perſons of low rank in its ſervice, 


which would of courſe have render'd the ſer- 
vice contemptible, and might very probably 


have produced ſuch a civil war as we had, but 


laſt century, between our Soverei and his 
Parliament. A noble hiſtorian has obſerv'd, that 
in King Charles Iſt's time, the arts and cla- 
mours of the diſaffected party at laſt ſo far pre- 
vailed, that it became ſcandalous to ſerve the 
crown, which ſo weakened the hands of the 


crown, and ſo much exalted the power of the 


leading men in the other houſe, that they 
involved their country in a bloody and deſtruc- 
tive civil war, overſet our monarchy, and at laſt 


turned your Lordſhips out of doors. Theſe 


wicked deſigns began to be formed in the year 
1640, and if theſe two new regulations had met 
with ſucceſs, I ſhould have had the ſorrow to 


ſuſpect, that ſome ſuch deſigns were now in 


embryo ; but thank God, one of them was de- 
feated, upon its firſt appearance, 'in the houſe of 


x Commons; and, J hope, the other will be * 
1 feated by your Lordſhips.” 


Lord Carteret ſtood up next, and ſj poke in 


ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


My 
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My Lords, 2 

It fignifies nothing to make declamations #- 
< gainſt corruption, unleſs we do ſomething againſt 
© it. I believe, no man ever yet ventured to de- 
claim ſeriouſly in its favour ; but many have 
« declaimed powerfully againſt it, and yet, at the 
© fame time; have as powerfully, and much more 


© effectually, recommended it by their practice. 


* The people without doors will but little regard 
< what we fay againſt corruption; but the exam- 
© ple of this houſe will have a great effect. Let 
us convince them by what we do, that no Lord 
of this houſe is guilty of being corrupted, which 
I ͤ am convinced, is the caſe; and the crime will 
« fink by the weight of its own infamy. But if 
your Lordſhips, by rejecting this bill, ſhould 
« raiſe but a ſuſpicion, that any of you are guilty, 
* that very ſuſpicion will give countenance to 
the low tools of corruption; and your ſuppoſed 
example will eftabliſh and propagate a real prac- 

< I amextremely ſorry, my Lords, to hear his 
Majeſty'a name mentioned upon this occaſion. I 
would not be ſo unjuſt, even to his Majeſty's 
© miniſters,” as to attempt to vindicate them upon 
© ſuch an occaſion; becauſe a vindication always 
< ſuppoſes ſome previous reproach. The confi- 
* dence we have in his Majeſty's wiſdom and 


© juſtice, makes ſuch a vindication, with reſpe& 


© to him, abſolutely unneceſſary; and, I hope, 
© no one of his Miniſters ſtands in need of any 
vindication upon this head. But ſuppoſe ſome 
one of his Majeſty's ſueceſſors ſhould be ſuſpec- 
© ted, ſhould be known to have defigns againſt 
© our liberties, ſuppoſe his miniſters ſhould be 
© known to make uſe of penfions and bribes, in 


order to render their Maſter's defigns ſucceſsful, 


and ſuppoſe ſuch a bill as this ſhould be brought 
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into either houſe of Parliament, in order to put 


a ſtop to ſuch dangerous practices, would any 


member riſe up in his place, and accuſe his So- 
vereign of having ſuch deſigns? Would any 
member of either houſe ſtand up in his place, 
and directly accuſe a miniſter, even tho? he had 
the moſt evident proofs of his being guilty of 
corrupting the members? My Lords, no mem- 
ber would be ſuch a madman, unleſs he were 
well aſſured of having a majority in both houſes 
againſt corruption; and this he could no way be 
aſſured of, but by the ſucceſs of the bill. Were 
thoſe deſigus of the Prince, and thoſe practices 
of his miniſters, as apparent as the ſun at noon- 
day, both the Prince and the miniſter would be 
vindicated by their tools in Parliament; and the 
patrons of the bill, till they ſaw its fate, would 
then do, out of prudence, what we now do, out 
of juſtice, at leaſt with reſpect to his Majeſty. 
They would paſs compliments upon the Prince 
then upon the throne, they would, perhaps, 
even compliment his miniſters ; but as ſoon as 
they had, by the ſucceſs and effe& of their bill, 
cleared the two houſes from corruption, they 


might then probably begin to talk in another 


ſtrain, with regard to the miniſters ; becauſe up- 
on removing the corrupted, it would be eaſy to 
make the crimes of the corruptor appear. 
* The queſtion now before us, my Lords, does 
not relate to perſons, but to things. It does not 
relate to his preſent Majeſty, or his next ſucceſ- 
ſor; nor to the preſent, or any future admini- 
ſtration. The queſtion is, whether we ſhould 
be in danger of having our conſtitution over- 
turned by means of corruption, ſuppoſing we 
had a Prince upon the throne that would at- 
tempt it, and an adminiſtration that would, in 
the moſt cunning manner, uſe all the methods 
now in the power of the crown for accompliſhing 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740, 
© it, This is the proper queſtion now before us, 
and if your Lordſhips do not anſwer this que- 
ſtion in the affirmative, I will be bold to ſay, 
you differ in opinion from nine tenths of the 
nation, I believe, I may ſay, from ninety-nine 
out of a hundred of 'thoſe who are not miſled 
in their judgment by ſome corrupt prejudice. 
But if you do anſwer it in the affirmative, you 
muſt allow, that the danger itſelf is preſent, 
tho? we may depend upon our not falling into 
it during his preſent Majeſty's life. Therefore 
in prudence, we ought to provide againſt it, 
whilſt it is in our power; for it is a ſort of 
danger from whence there is no legal recovery ; 
if we once fall into it, it will be impoſſible to get 
any law paſſed for preventing corruption. The 
Reverend Prelate, when he ſays, he hopes, our 
_ © poſterity may at ſuch a conjuncture be able to raiſe 
_ © new barricades againſt corruption, ſeems to for- 
get, that no new barricade can be raiſed without 
the Royal Aſſent; and will a Prince who intends 
to rule by corruption, give the Royal Aſſent to 
any bill for preventing it? Will not all corrupt 
methods be made uſe of to prevent ſuch a bill's 
paſſing both houſes? And if it ſhould, by a 
- miraculous flow of virtue on one fide, and very 
imprudent, or raſh; management on the other, be 
carried through both houſes, may not the Prince 
prevent its being paſſed into a law, till that flow 
of virtue ſubſides, or till he can fall upon me- 
thods to apply more properly the infinite means 
of corruption now lodged in the crown? 
It will, therefore, be hardly poſſible to recover 
from the danger of loſing our liberties by cor- 
* ruption, after we have once actually fallen into 
it. Other dangers we may recover from, be- 
_ . © cauſe we become ſenſible of them before we have 
_ © loft our ſtrength; but corruption, like a con- 
< ſumption, is a diſtemper that comes by flow 
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degrees, and infeebles as it approaches; ſo that 
before we become ſenſible of our danger, we 
have no ſtrength to uſe the proper remedies, 
and often think we are in Peck health when 
we are juſt expiring. For this reaſon, my Lords, 


the dependence we have upon his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs, the confidence we 


have, that no corrupt practices have of late been 
made uſe of, are fo far from being arguments 
againſt the bill, that they are ſtrong arguments 
in its favour. A time like this, is the only time 


we can take for preventing ſuch a contagious 


diſtemper; for if the infected ſhould once get 
the power into their hands, they will lock up, 
inſtead of being lock'd up by the healthful. 
Therefore, if this bill can be ſuppoſed to have 
any effect, and cannot be ſuppoſed liable to any 
very great inconvenience, we ought to embrace 
the favourable opportunity we now have, of 
doing, as well as declaiming againſt corruption. 
© As to the objections that have been made a- 
gainſt ſome particular clauſes or expreſſions in 
the bill, they are reaſons, my Lords, not for 
rejecting but amending it: Nay, if we deſpaired 
of being able to make a good bill of this now 
before us, yet we ought to go into a committee. 
upon it, that every Lord may give his ſentiments 
freely upon the ſeveral parts of it, and may offer 
what clauſes or amendments he thinks neceſſary 
for rendering it effectual; becauſe, from thence; 


a good and effectual bill may be formed, and 


made ready for being offered to the next ſeſſion 
of Parliament. For this reaſon, I muſt think, 


that no Lord can be againſt committing it; 


unleſs he be of opinion, that the laws now in 
being are ſufficient for preventing any corrupt 
influence in either houſe of Parliament; and 


however general ſuch an opinion may be in this 
© houſe, it is ſuch a ole as will not, I am (ure, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© meet with approbation from the generality of 
people without doors; therefore, if this were 
really my opinion, I ſhould, nevertheleſs, be, 
not only for committing, but for ping the bill 
now under our conſideration, with ſuch amend- 
ments as may be thought proper in the commit- 
tee; becauſe it would quiet the minds of the 
people without doors, and can be attended with 
no real inconvenience, whatever may be pre- 
"tended to the contrary. 
I muſt confeſs, my Lords, I could not con- 
ceive what the Reverend Prelate meant, when 
he talk*d of a new and e g be power being 
to be added to the houſe of Commons by this 
bill. If ſuch a bill ſhould be paſſed into a law, 
it will, indeed, add new power to that houſe, 
becauſe it will add to their character, which is 
the chief, and the only ſolid foundation of all 
power; but if your Lordſhips reje& ſuch a bill, 
after they have paſſed. it, I am ſure, it will leſſen 
yours; and then, tis true, the power of the o- 
ther houſe may become dangerous; for if the 
character, and, conſequently, the power of the 
other houſe ſnould be raiſed, and yours, at the 
fame time, leſſened, you may not only put it in 
their power, but you may make it neceſſary for 
them, to vote you uſeleſs a ſecond time. It was 
this very thing that enabled them to do ſo about 
a century ago. It was not the arts, or the cla- 
mours of the diſaffected, but the meaſures pur- 


ſued by the court, that rendered it ſcandalous to 


© ſerve the crown in King Charles Iſt's time; and it 
Vwas the ſupporting of ſuch meaſures, or at leaſt 
preventing the authors of them from being pun- 
iſned, that made this houſe forfeit its character 
among the people. The Reverend Bench ought 
* to remember the fatal conſequences occaſioned 
© by that forfeiture, and how much their bench 
contributed to it by their behaviour at that 1 
| a 77 


A. 1746. DEBATES. 
„It was the imprudent and ſervile behaviour of 
c 2 majority of this houſe, that then raiſed the 
er of the other, removed the Reverend Pre- 
C from amongſt us, and, at laſt, made the 
© 'houfe itſelf really uſeleſs, before it was voted fo 
4 by the other; for when we have not wiſdom, 
virtue, and courage enough to be a check upon 
© the other two branches of the legiſlature, we are 
< really uſeleſs, whether we are voted ſo or no. 

© By this bill, my Lords, there are no ſuch 

ers as the Reverend Prelate means, to be add- 

© ed to the other houſe: They are to acquire no 
power, nor any right, but what they already 
enjoy. They neither are, nor are, by this bill, 


to be rendered ſuperior to the crown; but they 


© are, and ought to be a check upon the crown; 
* ard if the publick money ſhould be ſquandered 
away by the crown, in unmerited or ill-merited 
c penſions and pratuities, they might take notice 
© of it, and put a ſtop to it, though no ſuch bill 
* as this ſhould paſs into a law: They ought to 
do ſo: They would be deficient in their duty if 
* they did not; and one of the ends of this bill is, 
© to prevent that defictency z for it cannot be ſup- 
| ed, that a houſe of Commons would take 
: notice of, or put a ſtop to, ſuch ſquandering, if 
< a majority of them were receivers of ſuch pen- 
N * or gratuities. Even with reſpect to their 
© own members, they are not, by this bill, to ac- 
« quire any new power: They have already a right 
© to judge, whether any gentleman that claims it, 
© has a good title to be a member of their houſe ; 
and this bill is only to furniſh them with a new, 
© and a neceflary method for enquiring into that 
< title. A penſioner has no more a right to be a 
member of the other houſe than a Roman Catho- 
* Tick : The latter may be choſen, and may take 
© his place there, if he will take the oaths pre- 
k Enibed by law; * oaths have been found 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
to be an effectual bar to Roman Gatholicks, and, 
I hope, the oaths preſcribed by this bill, if it 
ſhould paſs into a law, will be found to be an 
effectual bar to penſioners. If the law had only 
inflicted a penalty upon a Roman Catholick who 


ſhould fit and vote in the other houſe, it would, 


certainly, have had no effect, becauſe of the 
impoſſibility of proving the offence; and as it is 
more difficult to prove a man's being a penſioner, 
than to prove a man's being a Roman Catholick, 
is it poſſible to imagine, that the laws now in 
being can be effectual, for preventing penfioners 
from fitting and voting in. the other houſe? Can 
any reaſon be aſſigned for not taking that method 
in the one caſe, which has been found ſo effectual 
in the other? A gentleman's refuſing to take the 
oaths, is very much contrary to his private in- 
tereſt, becauſe it ſubjects him to ſeveral penalties 
and diſabilities; yet, I believe, the Reverend Pre- 
late will not ſay, that no ſuch oaths ought to be 
impoſed, becauſe of its promoting perjury; and, 

Jam convinced, even the Reverend Prelate will 
allow, we are now in greater danger from pen- 
ſioners than from Papiſts. 

But the oath propoſed by this bill is, it ſeems, 
an unintelligible oath, becauſe the words favour 
and gratuity cannot be certainly diſtinguiſhed. 
My Lords, they are, I think, as diſtinct as any 
two words in the Engliſb language. No man 
will ſuppoſe, that a poſt granted to a brother or 
ſervant at his requeſt, is a gratuity to him, un- 
leſs he is to reap ſome benefit by the grant. But 
ſuppoſe a man ſhould think ſo, and, therefore, 
give an account of it to the houſe, where would 
be the harm ? Such a declaration would give the 
other houſe no greater power than they have at 
preſent. They might, perhaps, paſs a wrong 
judgment, and turn him out of their houſe when 
they ought not; but may they not do the ſame 
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as the caſe now ſtands? And will you prevent 


its being in their power to come at the truth of 
a fact, leſt they ſhould paſs a wrong judgment 
when they have come at that truth ? That judg- 
ment would ſubje&t no man to a penalty; for 
the penalties are to be recovered only at common 
law; and it cannot be ſuppoſed, the judges 
would condemn a man, for fitting in the other 


houſe after he had got a little poſt for his ſer- 


vant, or a great one foy his brother, unleſs it 


appeared, that the member was quartered upon 


his brother, which may ſometimes be the caſe. 

But, I believe, my Lords, we have no occa- 
fion to be afraid of the other houſe's miſinter- 
preting a favour, or even a reward, and taking 


it for a penſion or bribe, if the receiver be ſuch 


a one as has truly merited the reward. If Ad- 
miral Vernon were now a member of the other 
houſe, and ſhould receive a reward from the 
crown for the ſervice he has done his country, 
would any member look upon it as a bribe? No 


one would; and, TI believe, he would ſoon con- 
vince them, he did not himſelf look upon it as 


ſuch. There is not, my Lords, the leaſt dan- 
ger, that ever the other houſe will call a favour, 
or deſerved reward, a penſion or bribe: The 
danger is wholly upon the other fide of the 
ueſtion. The other houſe may now call that a 
avour or deſerved reward which is really a bribe, 
and even though this bill ſhould paſs into a law, 
they may do the fame; but in this caſe, no more 
than the other, the judges, when the affair comes 
before them by way of proſecution for the pe-' 
nalty, are not obliged to abide by the determina- 


tion of the houſe of Commons; and there is not 


near ſo much danger of the other houſe's paſſing 
a wrong 1 in this reſpect, when all fa 
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rewards are declared and acknowledg- 
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422 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
* ed publickly, as when moſt of them remain in 
+. petto of the corruptor and corrupted only. 
I hope, I have now anſwered all the objections 
made againſt committing this bill, and, there- 
fore, I ſhall conclude with. obſerving. to your 
Lordſhips, that if you "oe it, all thoſe who 
think we are in danger from corruption, will 
conelude, that it is already become impoſſible to 
guard againſt it by any legal means, and will, 
therefore, begin to think of ſome other method 
for preſerving our conſtitution, which may prove 
of dangerous confequence to the Illuſtrious Fa- 
mily now upon our throne. This, I am ſure, 
will have great weight with every one of your 
Lordſhips; and, therefore, if you conſider it as 
« you ought, the queſtion muſt, I think, meet with 
© the unanimous concurrence. of this hauſe, and 
« the bill itſelf, with the aſſiſtance of every one of 
your Lordſhips, towards rendering it a perfect 
+ bill” 1548 
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| The next that ſpoke was the Earl of Abingdon, 
whoſe ſpeech was to this effect, vig. 


My Lords, 5 

Earl ef I riſe up only to take notice, that I am ſur- 
gal. $5 prized to hear this bill repreſented as a reſtraint 
A upon the crown, with regard to its power of re- 
+ warding merit. Can the publication, or open 
declaration of ſuch. a reward, be. any reſtraint 
© either upon the giver or receiver? My Lords, 
5 when. the reward is given for real and hanoura- 
s ble ſervices, the publication of it adds honour 
both to the giver and receiver; and, therefore, 
I am convinced, that neither the giver nor re- 
_ © celyer will ever deſire ta have the gratuity. con- 
« cealed, but when it is given for ſome infamous: 
piece of ſervice; and if this. bill. ſhould. be a re- 
" ſkraint upon the power. of giving rewards ; 
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© ſucks ſervices, I hope, no Lord will ſay, it ought 
© to be an objeQtion to the bill. For my part, I 
amr fo far from thinking it wrong, to oblige the 
members of the other houſe to give an account 
publickly of the rewards and gratuities they re- 
ceive from the crown, that I with we had a law 


the fame. It would be ſo far from leſſening, 
that it would render the favours of the crown 
more honourable than they ever can otherwiſe 
be. We have a noble Duke amongſt us, who 
now poſſeſſes an eſtate that was given by the 
crown to his anceſtor, with the conſent of both 
houſes of Parliament, and with the approbation, 
I am ſure, of a great majority of the nation. It 
was a reward given for real and great ſervices; 
and the giving it in this publick manner, will be 
a laſting: honour to the man that received it, to 
the Queen that gave it, and to the nation that 
approved of it.“ 2 


The Duke of Newcaftle then ſtood up, and 
ſpoke in ſubſtance thus. | 


My Lords, 


© As one of the greateſt grievances a ſociety can 


© be plagued with, is a multiplicity of unneceſſary, 


< ineffeQtual, and inconvenient laws, when we are. 


to give our conſent to the paſſing of a new law, 
for remedying a grievance already felt, or pre- 


423 


for obliging every man in the kingdom to do 


Duke of 
Newcaftl;'y 
ſpeech. 


© venting one that is forefeen, we ought to conſider 


* maturely, whether the la propoſed be neceſſa- 
ry, whether it will be effectual, and what incon- 
veniencies it may be attended with. In theſe 
© three ſeveral lights I have confidered the hill 


© now before us; and the refult in every one-of 


© them, fo far as I can judge, is no way favoura- 
© ble for the bill. With regard to the neceſſity of 


Ee 4 g 


* it, I muff obſerve, that no bill for preventing a 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
orievance, can be ſp neceſſary as one brought in 
for remedying a grievance; and, therefore, a 
bill of the former ſort, before it can merit our 
approbation, as to the neceſſity of it, ought to 
ſtand unimpeached as to the two other heads. 
It cannot be ſaid, that the bill naw under our 
conſideration is a bill for remedying a grievance 


already felt. We have before us no proof of 


there being at preſent any one penſioner or bri- 
bed perſon in the houſe of Commons, No ſuch 
fact has been aſſerted even by the warmeſt ad- 
vocates for this bill, nor is there ſo much as an 
inſinuation of it in any part of the preamble. 
The bill, therefore, is intended for preventing a 
grievance, or a danger, which ſome amongſt us 
pretend to foreſee; and the neceſſity for the bill 
muſt be in proportion to the perſpicuity and 
certainty of that foreſight. 
© Now, my Lords, for my own part, I muſt 

confeſs, the danger pretended to be apprehended, 
is to me neither perſpicuous nor certain. M 

foreſeeing faculty may, perhaps, be leſs exten- 
five than that of others; whilſt the members 
of the other houſe are, for the moſt part, gen- 
tlemen of the beſt families and fortunes in the 
kingdom, as they now are, and, I think, muſt 
always be, I can never think our conſtitution in. 
any danger from corruption; becauſe it is upon 


our conſtitution their eſtates and families depend 


and it cannot be ſuppoſed, that a gentleman of a 
large eſtate and antient family, will conſent to 
render both precarious, by putting an end to our 
conſtitution, for the ſake of any penſion or bribe, 
it is eyen now in the power of the crown to be- 
ſtow; eſpecially when he conſiders, that even 
his penſion muſt ceaſe, or the poſſeſſing of his 
bribe will become precarious, as ſoon as our con- 
ſtitution is deſtroyed. For this reaſon, ſuppoſe 
We ſhould fall under the misfortune of having a 
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© the other houſe, unleſs he ſhould firſt turn out 
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Prince upon the throne, that formed proj As a- 


gainſt our. liberties, yet, I cannot think, it would 
be in the power of that Prince, to render his 


projects ſucceſsful, by bribing the members of 
of it, moſt of thoſe who have any eſtates of 


their own to depend on; and I cannot ſee how 
this is poſſible, conſidering the methods pre- 
ſcribed by our conſtitution, for a gentleman's 
acquiring and preſerving a right to fit in that 


houſe. The danger pretended to be apprehend- 
ed, is, therefore, ſo far from being foreſeen by 


me, that I do not think it poſlible for us to fall 
into any ſuch, and, conſequently, I muſt think 


the bill quite unneceſſary, - | 
Then, my Lords, as to its being effectual: 
Can any one ſuppoſe, that a man who is wicked 


enough to ſell his country for a bribe, would 


have any regard for perjury? Can it be ſuppoſed, 
that he would refuſe to take the oath preſcribed 
by this bill, or that he would, in the leaft, bog- 
gle at denying, upon oath, his having ever re- 
ceived any penſion, reward, or gratuity from 
the crown? Such a man will always ftand more 
in awe of a penalty, than of any oath you can 
invent; and the penalties of perjury can be no 
more terrible to him, than equal penalties which 
may be inflited by law, without interpoſing the 


ſacred ſolemnity of an oath. It will always be 


as difficult to prove the perjury, as to prove the 
bribery; becauſe the latter crime muſt be proved, 
before the criminal can be convicted of the for- 
mer; and, therefore, if the ſecrecy of the crime 
be an encouragement for men to be guilty of 


corruption, it will be an equal encouragement for 


their. being guilty of ' 1 ry, by denying their 
corruption upon oath. From hence, I think, 
it is apparent, that the bill now before us may 


oecaſion a great deal of perjury, without having 


the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
the leaſt. effect, as to preventing the danger we 
may be in from corruption. 9 5 
This of occaſtoning frequent perjuries, and 
thereby rendering the crime familiar and fre · 
as well as this, will, in my 
opinion, be a moſt certain, and a moſt fatal 
conſequence. of paſſing the bill now before us 
into a law; but this, my Lords, is far from be- 
ing the only inconvenience it will be attended 
with. If this bill, however amended, ſhould 
be paſſed into a law, it will be attended 
with fo many, and ſuch dangerous inconve- 
niencies, that nothing, I think, but the ut- 
moſt neceſſity ſhould! prevail with us to agree 
to it. Suppoſe a gentleman: ſhould be candid 


enough to declare to the other houfe any gratui- 
ty or reward he receives from the crown, can 
any one tell what ſuch an aſſembly may do up- 


on ſuch a declaration? They may, thereupon, 


vote him guilty of bribery, and not only expel 


him, but commit him to Newgate, and addreſs 
his Majeſty to. order his Attorney-General to 
proſecute him. In this caſe, no merit, no pub- 
lick fervice would be admitted as an excuſe : 
Even Admiral Vernon himſelf might be treated 
in this manner, notwithſtanding his great ſer- 
vices, if he happen'd to make ſuch a declaration 


in a houſe of Commons that did not like his 


face. I ſhall grant, that the penalties can be re- 
cover'd only by a proſeeution at common law, 
and that upon ſuch proſecution the judge and 

jury are not bound to follow the judgment of 
e of — but d a previous 
ju t would be of the moſt dangerous con- 
1 to the perſon: accuſed ; for a judge 
would be loth to direct a jury, or to determine, 
contrary to the judgment of a houſe of Commons. 


Such a declaration might, therefore, be, in 
many caſes, of the moſt fatal conſequence to 


s ſome 
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« ſome of the beſt and moſt faithful ſervants of 
the crown. If a houſe of Commons ſhould, 
« at any time, become factious, and that ſuch a 
thing may happen, will not, I believe, be denied, 
the ableſt and moſt faithful ſervants of the 
* crown would be in the greateſt danger, if they 
happened to be members of the other houſe. 
© Nay, ſuch a declaration might be of the moſt 
dangerous conſequence. to ſome of your Lord- 


« ſhips; for if any member of the other houſe 


+ ſhould receive a well-merited' reward. from the 
© crown, and ſhould declare it to the houſe, as he 
+ would. be obliged to do, ſhould this bill be 
* paſſed into a law, they might firſt vote it bribe- 
ry, and then enquire who it was that gave it, 
or adviſed giving it; and if upon ſuch an en- 
* quiry, it ſhould appear, that any of your 


5 Lordſhips had been concerned in giving or ad- 


« vifing it, they might, and would, probably, 
* make it a ground of impeachment” againſt that 


+ Lord who had convey'd, or adviſed giving, 


* what they had voted to be a corrupt gratuity or 
5 reward. | 


Thus, my Lords, the bill now before us, 


© ſhould-it paſs into a law, might be made a han- 
dle for oppreſſing the beſt ſervants of the crown, 
and, on the other hand, it may become a ſcreen 
for penſioners and corrupted members; for by 
< this bill, the other houſe is not obliged to re- 


move a penſioner, even after he has declared 


« that e is ſo; and if a majority of them were 


« penſioners, it is not to be ſuppoſed, they would 


remove any man for having a penſion. Same 
© excuſe would be found' for the moſt corrupt re- 
© ward that could' be given, for the moſt flagrant 
© bribery that could be made uſe of. The moſt 
© notorious penſioner would regularly declare eve- 


© ry year to the houſe, that he had received ſuch 
* ſum of money from the crown, as a. reward 
| br 


for 
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c | for ſome ſuppoſed publick ſervices, and the 
© hoyſe would, every year, declare it to be no pen- 
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fion, but a proper and juſt reward. This would, 
of courſe, prevent any member's being proſecu- 
ted for fitting and voting in that houſe, after 
having a penſion ſettled upon him by the crown, 
for no private man would venture to profecute, 
after a Eouſe of Commons had declared, that 
there was no ground for ſuch a proſecution; 
and thus the bill, now under our conſideration, 


inſtead of enforcing, would invalidate the laws 


we have now in being, for preventing penſion- 
ers from having ſeats in the houſe of Com- 
mons. | wot 


, 


I think I have now ſhewn, my Lords, that 


this bill is unneceſſary, that it will be ineffectual, 
and that it will be attended with many and 
great inconveniencies. Theſe are the lights in 
which it appears to me, and no Lord that views 


it in the ſame light, can, I think, give his con- 
ſent to the paſling it into a law. As for the ef- 


fect, our rejecting it may have upon the people 
without doors, I am extreamly eaſy about it. 


I believe, no one will doubt my affection for 


our preſent Royal Family, or my zeal for their 
preſervation and ſecurity ; but I can never be 
induced to think, that their ſecurity depends up- 
on our paſſing unneceſſary laws, and much leis 
upon our paſſing ſuch a law as this, which, in 


my opinion, would very much diminiſh the pre- 


rogative of the crown. The power of reward- 
ing merit, without the controul of either houſe 
a Parliament, is one of the chief prerogatives, 
and one of the firmeſt ſupports of the crown; 


and as this power would, by the bill now before 


us, ſhould it paſs into a law, be expoſed to the 
daily controul of the houſe of Commons, I am. 
ſure no man that, views it in the light I do, 


and wiſhes well to the Royal Family, can find 


fault 
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fault with our rejecting it. The ſecurity of 
© our preſent Royal Family depends upon the 

« preſervation of our conſtitution in all its parts. 

The liberties and privileges of the people have, 

© ever ſince the acceſſion of this Family, remain- 

© ed untouch'd, unattempted to be iticroached on 

© by the crown; and in return, the people ought 

* not, I think, to attempt to incroach upon the 
prerogatives of the crown. It is upoh this mu- 

« tual juſtice and moderation, the preſervation of 
dur conſtitution depends: It is upon this the 

« ſecurity of our preſent Royal Family depends; 

© and therefore, I hope, your Lordſhips will una- 

* nimouſly agree, not only in refufing this mo- 

tion, but in rejecting the bill.“ 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was that made 
by the Earl of Cheſterfield, the purport of which 


was as follows, viz. 


< My Lords, 5 . 
© It is now ſo late, and ſo much has been ſaid Earl of Cle 

in favour of the queſtion, by Lords much abler Nach. ; 
than I, that I ſhall detain you but a very ſhort 
- * while with what J have to ſay upon the ſubject. 
It has been ſaid, by a noble Duke, that this bill 
© can be look'd on, only as a bill for preventing 
© a grievance that is foreſeen, and not as a bill 
for remedying a grievance that is already felt, 
becauſe it is not aſſerted, nor ſo much as inſi- 
<* nuated, in the preamble of the bill, that any cor- 
rupt practices are now made uſe of for gaining 
© an undue influence over the other houſe. My 
* Lords, this was the very reaſon for bringing in 
© the bill: They could not aſſert that any ſuch 
practices are now made uſe of, without a proof; 
and the means for coming at this proof, is what 
* they want, and what they propoſe to get by this 
bill. They ſuſpect there are ſuch 1 
5 | * they 
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they cannot prove it: The etime is of ſuch a 
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ſecret nature, that it can very ſeldom be proved 


by witneſſes; and, therefore, they want to put 
it to the trial, at leaſt, of being proved by the 


oath of one of the parties; which is a method 
often taken in caſes that can admit of no other 
proof. This is, therefore, no argument of the 
grievance's not being felt; for a man may, very 
Fn6bly, feel a grievance, and yet may not be 
able to prove it. ro 4 

© That there is a ſuſpicion of ſome ſuch” prac- 
tices being now made uſe of, or that they will 
ſoon be made uſe of, the many remonſtrances 
from all parts of the united kingdoms are a 
ſufficient proof: That this ſuſpicion has crept 


into the other houſe, their having fo in lon" 


ſent up this bill, is a manifeſt demonſtration, 
and 3 argument for its being neceſſary to 
have ſome ſuch bill paſſed into a law. The 
other houſe muſt be allowed to be better judges 


of what paſſes, or may paſs, within their own 


walls, than we can pretend to be. It is evident, 
they ſuſpect, that corrupt practices have been, 
or may ſoon be made uſe of, for gaining an un- 
due influence over ſome of their members; and 
they have calculated this bill for curing the evil 


if it is felt, for preventing it if it is only fore- 


ſeen. That any ſuch practices have actually 
been made uſe of, or are now made uſe of, is 
what I ſhall not pretend to affirm ; but, I am 
ſure, I ſhall not affirm the contrary. If any 
ſuch are made uſe of, I will, with confidence, 
vindicate his Majeſty. I am ſure he knows no- 
thing of them. I am ſure he would diſdain to 
ſuffer them; but I cannot paſs ſuch a com- 
pliment upon his miniſters, nor upon any ſet of 
miniſters that ever was, or will be, in this na- 
tion; and, therefore, I think, I cannot more 
faithfully, more effectually, ſerve his preſent 

« Majeſty; 


Cc 

0 

rogative, Sas? oh Has the crown a pre- 
« 


L like a penſion, and 
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* Majeſty, as well as his ſucceſſors, than by put- 
ting it out of the power of any minifter to gain 
A corrupt influence over either houſe of Parlia- 


ment. Such an attempt may be neceſſary for 
of the . but can never be 


« necefiary for, always be inconſiſtent with, 
« the ſecurit! is Maſter; and the more ne- 


c ceſlary it is for the miniſter's ſecurity, the more 
«* inconſiſtent at will always be with the King's, 
and the more dangerous to the liberties of the 
© nation. 
Jo pretend, my Lords, that this bill dimi- 
niſhes, or any way incroaches upon the prero- 
* gative, is ſomething very ſtrange. What pre- 


rogative to bribe, to infringe the laws, by fend- 
ing its penſioners into the other houſe? To 
* ſay fo, is deſtroying the credit, the authority 


'$ * of the crown, under pretence of ſupporting its 


prerogative. If his Majeſty knew, that any 

© man received a penſion from him, or any thin 
yet kept his ſeat in the 
ther houſe, he would himſelf declare it, or 
Vvithdraw his penſion, becauſe he knows it is 
* againſt law. This bill, therefore, no way di- 


* miniſhes or incroaches upon the prerogatives of 


the crown, which can never be exercifed but 
< for the 2 good : It GE only the 
rogatives uſu by miniſters, which are 
8 — hs its deſtruction. The 
* crown may {till reward merit in the proper 
* way, that is, openly, The bill is intended, 
* and can operate only againft clandeftine rewards 
* or gratuities given by minifters: Theſe are ſcan- 
© dalous, and never were, nor will be * but 
* for ſcandalous ſervices. 
True generoſity, and true merit, my Lens, 
F 1 in ſun-ſhine. It is glorious to reward 
: true merit, it is glorious to receive the reward ; 
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and, therefore, whoever gives or receives the 


< reward, will be fond of doing it publickly, 
and of declaring it openly, without fear of being 
< impeiched of corruption. When Admiral Ver- 
non was a member of the other houſe, the ma- 
jority was generally againſt him: They did not 
* then like his face; and, I believe, if he were 


< ſtill a member, they would as little like it now; 
yet, if he ſhould receive a reward from the 


crown, that majority would not, I believe, vote 
that reward to be a bribe. I am ſenſible, majo- 
© rities have ſometimes done very extraordinary 
things; but yet, I do not believe, they would 
do this; becauſe that admiral has ſo well de- 
© ſerved a reward. He has done with /x ſhips, 
© about two thouſand ſeamen, and two hundred 
< tatter'd ſoldiers from Famaica, what, we are told, 
could not be done by a large ſquadron, and, at 
« leaſt, eight thouſand ſeamen, when our ſhips and 
« ſailors lay rotting at the Baſtimento's. When war 


vas reſolv'd on, he was call'd from plowing the 


ground, to plow the main; and as the ſervice of 
his country required diſpatch, he deſired but :hree 


days to ſettle his family affairs. In time of peace, 


< he was never employ'd : He was even diſap- 
pointed in his preferment. The reaſon is plain: 
He was not fit for thoſe ſervices that entitle our 
< ſea and land captains to preferment in time of 
peace: He had ſhewed it, when he was a mem- 


© ber of the other houſe; and this, I believe, is 


the true reaſon of his not being a member now. 
< But if he ſhould be a member in the next Par- 
< liament, as he probably will, if he lives, the 
« paſling of this bill, could no way prevent his Ma- 
< jeſty from rewarding him in any manner he may 
then think fit; nor could his accepting of the 
© reward, ſubject him to any inconvenience or 


* danger, 


© This 
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This bill can, therefore, no way affect the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, or prevent any man's 
receiving a juſt and well-deſerved reward; which 
is the only reward the crown ought, or has 
any title, even from prerogative, to beſtow; 
for this prerogative, like all the other preroga- 
tives of the crown, is ſo far ſubject to the con- 


K K 0 
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it could do any miſchief ; but the former will 
be patronized and continued, as long as the 
crown is under the direction of © ſuch, à mini- 
* ſter.z or, at leaſt, till that miniſter has got it into 
* his power, to get a new one choſen, as abandon- 
ed, and as much under his influence as the old. 
It is very remarkable, my Lords, it is even 
diverting, to ſee ſuch a ſqueamiſhneſs about per- 
jury upon this occaſion, among thoſe, who, upon 
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« troul of Parliament, that, if it be abuſed, the 41:8 
Parliament may eneins into, and puniſh the 1 
* adviſers of that abuſe. As for the inconvenien- 1 
cies that may ariſe from the other houſe's unjuſtly it 
© expelling or impriſoning any of its own mem- | 4 
bers, or from its ſcreening penſioners and corrupt 1 
members, they may ariſe, tho this bill be never 44 
* paſſed into a law z and will more probably. a- 4 
* riſe if it is not, than if it is; for injuſtice of all wt 
© kinds, is more to be fear'd from a corrupt houſe 1 
* «KY . 1 
of Commons, under the influence of a wicked „ 
and inſolent miniſter, than from the moſt factious 1 
houſe of Commons that ever appeared, or can # 
appear in this kingdom; becauſe the erown 1 
C 8 : * 6; 
would certainly put an end to the latter, before | 
8 1 
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_ © other occaſions have invented and enacted multi- oY 
 * tudes of oaths, to be taken by men who are un- 7 
der great temptations, from their private intereſt, 4 

to be guilty. of perjury. Is not this the, caſe of 9 
| < almoſt every oath that relates to the collection 1 
| of the publick revenue, or to the exerciſe of any 4 
office? Is nat this perjury. one of the chief, ob- 0 
jections made by the Diſſenters againſt the reſt | 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
and corporation act? And ſhall we ſhew a leſs con- 
* cern for the preſer vation of our conſtitution, than 
for the preſervation of our church? The Reve- 
rend Bench ſhould be cautious of making uſe of 
© this'argument; for if they will not allow us an oath 
for the preſervation of the former, it may induce 
© miiny people to think, they ought not to be al- 
* Joel an oath for the preſervation: of the latter. 

By this time, I hope, my Lords, all the incon- 
< yeniencies pretended to ariſe from 'this bill, have 
„ 'evanifh'd; and, therefore, I ſhall conſider ſome 
© of the arguments brought to ſhew, that it is not 
neceſſury. Here I muſt obſerve, that moſt of the 

"© ts made uſe of for 'this purpoſe, are 

« equally ſtrong for a repeal of the laws we 
have how in being, againſt admitting penſioners 
to fit and vote in the other houſe. If it be 
impoſſible to ſuppoſe that a gentleman of great 
© eſtate, and ancient family, can, by a penſion, be 
influenced to do what he ought not to do, and 
if we muſt ſuppoſe that none but ſuch gentle- 
men can ever get into the other houſe, I am 
© ſure, the laws for preventing penſioners from ha- 
ving ſeats in that houſe, are quite unneceſſary, 
and ought to be repealed. Therefore, if theſe 
arguments prevail with your Lordſhips to put a 


negative upon the preſent: queſtion, I ſhall ex- 


to ſee that negative followed by a motion 
for the repeal of thoſe laws: Nay, in a few 
«ſeſſions, I ſhall expect to ſee a bill brought in, 
for preventing any man's being a member of 


the other houſe, but ſuch as have ſome place or 


penſion under the crown. As an argument 
for ſuch a bill, it may be ſaid, that his Majeſty“s 

moſt faithful ſubjects ought to be choſen mem- 
bers of Parliament, and that thoſe gentlemen 
- © will always be meſt faithful to the King, that 
receive the King's meney. I ſhall grant, my 
— 85 Fete, that ſuch ee will: + it be the 


moſt 


5 


moſt faithful, and the moſt obedient to the mi- 


+ niſter 3 but for this very reaſon, I ſhould be for 
excluding moſt of them from Parliament. The 


King's real intereſt; however much he nay 


+ be made by his miniſter to miſtake it, muſt al- 


ways be the ſame with the people's, but the 


+ miniſter's intereſt is generally diſtin& from, and 
often contrary to both; therefore, I ſhall always 
* be for excluding, as much as poſſible, from Par- 
liament, every man who is under the leaſt in- 
< ducement to prefer the intereſt of the mini- 
« ſter, to that of both King and people; and this 
I take to be the caſe w every gentleman, let 
his eſtate and family be what they will, that holds 


a penſion at the will of the miniſter. 


* Thoſe who ſay, they depend ſo much upon 


4 the honour, integrity, and impartiality of meii 
of family and fortune, ſeem to think, our conſti- 


tution can never be diſſolv d, as long as we have 
the ſhadow of a Parliament. My opinion, my 


Lords, is ſo very different, that, if ever our 
conſtitution be diſſoly'd, if ever an abſolute 


monarchy be eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, I am 


convinc'd, it will be under that ſhadow. Our 


e conſtitution conſiſts in the two houſes of Parlia- 
mentꝰs being a check upon the crown, as well 
as upon one another. If that check ſhould e- 
ver be removed, if the crown ſhould, by cor- 

« rupt means, by places, penſions, and bribes, get 


| the abſolute direction of our two houſes of Par- 


liament, our conſtitution will, from that mo- 


ment, be deſtroy d. There would be no occa- 


i </fion for the crown to proceed any farther : It 
: would be ridiculous to lay afide the forms of 


* Parliament; for under that ſhadow, our King 
* would be more abſolute, and might govern 


more arbitrarily, than he could do —.— it. 
A gentleman of family and fortune would not, 
. for the ſake of a penſion, * to lay 
F f 2 | * aſide 


435 


2 8 


* 


93 


. 


4 2 4 a IF oO 6 © 


3 . . , FT $7 IF" | 
"OA AA „ 6 'aA 


pe E f 3 
PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 


< afide the forms of Parliament; becauſe by his ve- 


nal ſervice there, he earns his infamous penfion, 
and could not expect the continuance of it, if 


: thoſe forms were laid aſide; but a gentleman of 


family and fortune, may, for the ſake of a pen- 
fion, whilſt he is in Parlament, approve of the 


moſt blundering meaſures, conſent to the moſt 


exceſſive and uſeleſs grants, enact the moſt op- 
preſſive laws, paſs the moſt villainous accounts, 
acquit the moſt heinous criminals, and condemn 
the moſt innocent perſons, at the deſire of that 
miniſter who pays him his.penfion. And if a 
majority of each houſe of Parliament conſiſted 
of ſuch-men, would it not be ridiculous in us to 
talk of our oonſtitution, or to ſay we had any 
liberty left? . Se at 
This misfortune, this Terrible condition we 


may be reduced to by corruption: As brave, as 
free a people as we, the Romans, were reduced 
to it by the ſame means; and to prevent ſuch a 


horrid cataſtrophe, is the deſign of this bill. If 


it had begun in this houſe, it might, perhaps, 


have been look'd on as ſome ſort of reflexion 


upon the other; but as it began in the other 
houſe, the refſexion will be upon us, if we do 


not paſs it, with proper clauſes for preventing an 


infamous penſion being given to any of the 


members of this houſe. Your» Lordſhips are 
not, tis true, ſo much liable to corruption as the 
other houſe: Lou have great eſtates: There are 
but few amongſt us whoſe hard fate has not 


furniſhed them with an eſtate ſufficient for ſup- 
porting their dignity. But corruption is infecti- 
ous, my Lords; if it ſhould get into the other 
houſe, it is too near us: Ardet Ucalegon.' The 
infection may reach us; and ſhould corruption 
ever enter this houſe, either to ſatisfy the imagt- 


nary wants of luxury, or the inſatiable cravings 


f avarice, we Tall loſe all character: We ſhall 


Its « become 


* 
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bought to be laid aſide. 


If people would at all think, if they. would 


conſider the conſequences of corruption, there 
would be no occaſion, my Lords, for makin 

laws againſt it. It would appear fo horrible, that 
no man would allow it to approach him. The 
* corrupted ought to conſider, that they do not 
« fell their vote or their country only: Theſe, 
perhaps, they may diſregard; but they ſell, 
© likewiſe, themſelves: They become the bond- 
« ſlaves of the corruptor, who corrupts them, not 
c for their ſakes, but for his own. No man ever 
< corrupted another, for the ſake of doing him a 


K „ 


« ſervice; and, therefore, if people would but 


conſider, they would always reject the offer with 
diſdain. But this is not to be expected. The 


< hiſtories of all countries, the hiſtories even of 


our own country ſhew, it is not to be depended 
on. The proffered bribe, people think, will 
« ſatisfy the immediate cravings of ſome infamous 
« appetite; and this makes them ſwallow the al- 
© Juring bait, though the liberties of their country, 
the happineſs of their poſterity, and even their 
© own liberty, evidently depend upon their refu- 
« ſing it. This makes it neceſſary, in every free 
* ſtate, to contrive, if poſſible, effectual laws a- 
gainſt corruption; and as the laws we now have 
for excluding penſioners from the other houſe, 
are allowed to be ineffectual, we ought to make 
a trial, at leaſt, of the remedy now propoſed; 
for though it ſhould prove ineffectual, it will be 
© attended with this advantage, that it will put us 
upon contriving ſome other remedy that may be 
effectual; and the ſooner ſuch a remedy is con- 
« trived and applied, the leſs danger we ſhall be 
* expoſed to, of falling into that fatal diſtemper, 
from which no free ſtate, where it has once be- 
come general, has ever yet recovered.“ 


2. The 


become entirely uſeleſs; and then, indeed, we 
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The next that ſpoke was the Lord Harvey, 
whoſe ſpeech was to this effect, viz. 


r Re EDU 
The argument has been already fo fully can- 
« vaſſed, and the bill now under your Lordſhips 
« conſideration ſo minutely and ſo carefully diſſect- 
« ed and expoſed, that I ſhould have given you 
« no trouble: upon the preſent occaſion, if I had 
« not obſeryed, that the noble Lords who have 
« ſpoke in favour of the bill,. have miſtaken the 
argument now properly under our conſideration, 
and have, by that means, drawn the debate to 
s an immoderate, and a very unneceſſary length. 
Corruption, my Lords, is ſuch a vile, ſuch a 
dangerous practice, that no man will pretend to 
juſtify it, or to ſay that corrupt penſioners ought 
« not to be excluded from having ſeats in either 
« houſe of Parliament. I am ſure no ſuch thin 
has been attempted by any Lord who has ſpoke 
« againſt this bill; and therefore, I cannot think 
there was the leaft occaſion for any of that elo- 
« quence and wit, that have been made uſe of for 
s explaining the danger and the deformity of cor- 
« ruption. The nature and conſequences of cor- 
« ruption have nothing to do in this debate; and, 
© if all that has been ſaid upon that ſubject, by 
Lords who. have ſpoke in favour of the bill, 
had been left out, the real ſubject now before us 
would have been long ſince exhauſted. The 
* queſtion now before us is not,” whether corrup- 
tion be a good or a bad thing, but whether the 
+ methods propoſed by this bill be proper for pre- 
« venting it; and upon this queſtion, I muſt agree 
with thoſe who think, that they are improper, 
+ that they are dangerous, and that they will cer- 
* tainly be found altogether ineffectual. * 
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We have been told, my Lords, that this bill 
is intended only as an enforcement of the laws 
now in being, for excluding penſioners from hav- 
ing ſeats in the other houſe; but, if we examine 
it ſtrictly, I believe, it will be found to reach a 


great deal farther. I know that by the laws 


now in being, every one who has a penſion du- 
ring pleaſure, or for any number of years, either 
in his own name, or in the name of another per- 
ſon, in whole or in part for his benefit, is exclu- 
ded from having a feat in the other houſe; but, 
I do not know that there is, as yet, any law 
in being, for excluding thoſe who have ever re- 
ceived any deſerved reward or favour from the 
crown, on account of ſome eminent ſervice they 


have rendered to the publick; and, though 


there are in this bill no expreſs words for exclu- 
ding ſuch men, yet, in effect, it gives the other 
houſe a power to exclude them as often as they 
have a mind, which 1s certainly a very great in- 
novation in our conſtitution, and it is a power 
that ought not, I think, to be lodged in the 


other houſe ſingly. If it ſhould be thought 


neceſſary to exclude all ſuch men from having 
ſeats in the other houſe, they ought to be ex- 
cluded by an expreſs law for that purpoſe, as 


penſioners now are; or, if it ſhould be thought 


neceſſary to ſubject every member of the other 


< houſe that receives any gratuity or reward from 


R M R A M RR © 


his country, and not by the arbi 


the crown, to a trial, in order to determine whe- 
ther that gratuity or reward ought to be called 
corruption, that trial ought to be by the laws of 
trary vote of the 


other houſe of Parliament, which will be the 
certain conſequence of paſſing this bill into a 
law; for when a gentleman declares, he has re- 
ceived ſuch a gratuity or reward from the crown, 
we are not to ſuppoſe, the other houſe will let it 
reſt there; they will certainly take upon them to 

Ff 4 determine, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
determine, whether it was given for any publick 
ſer vice, or as a bribe for his voting in their 
houſe; and, in this caſe, it is to be feared, they 

will try the perſon much oftner than the cauſe. 


For this reaſon, my Lords, ſuppoſing it were 
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has by publick ſervices merited, and the crown 


"neceſſary to exclude from the other houſe, or 
ſubject to a trial, every man that, during his 
- continuance in that houſe, ſhall receive any gra- 
-tuity or reward. from the crown, I think the 
method propoſed by this bill, a very improper 


method for doing it; but this is far from being 
the only impropriety that may be objected a- 


-gainſt the bill. The words gratuity or reward 


are ſo general, and may be applied to ſuch trifles, 


that, in my opinion, it would be ridiculous to 
oblige gentlemen to make a ſolemn declaration of 
every gratuity or reward they receive from the 


crown. A horſe or a watch, nay, the leaſt trifle 


that can be given by the crown, may be called 
a gratuity; and ſurely it would be ridiculous to 


oblige a gentleman to make a ſolemn declaration, 


before one of the branches of our legiſlature, of 


his having received ſuch a trifle from the crown: 


< Yet, if you paſs the bill with theſe general 


words in it, the receipt of every ſuch trifle muſt 
be ſolemnly. declared; and what is ſtill worſe, 
even that trifle may, by a factious houſe of 
Commons, be interpreted as a bribe, and the 
receiver expelled as an infamous and corrupt 
member. 1 | + 


From theſe few remarks, my Lords, the im- 
- propriety of the methods propoſed by this bill 
for preventing corruption muſt, I think, mani- 
feſtly appear; and I ſhall next endeavour to 


ſnew, that they may be of the moſt dangerous 
conſequence, not only to our conſtitution, but 
to every gentleman: that ſhall hereafter be a 
member of the other houſe. When a gentleman 


2 * has, 
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has, by a well judged gratitude, beſtowed a juſt 
reward, I hope, even the terrors of corruption 
will not prevail with us to ſay, that a gentleman, 
for receiving ſuch a reward, ought to be exclu- 
ded the houſe of Commons; and yet, if this 
bill ſhould paſs into a law, no gentleman, while 
he is a member of the other houſe, could receive 
a reward from the crown, let his merit be what 
it will, without running the riſk of being ex- 
pelled that houſe, and loaded with the infamy 
of his having betrayed his country for the fake 
of a corrupt reward from the crown; for what- 
ever gratuity or acknowledgment he receives 
from the crown, he muſt pive an account of it 
to the houſe, and then he is to ſtand the event 


of a vote, whether that gratuity ſhall be deemed 
a reward from the crown, for the ſervices he has 


rendered the publick, or a bribe from the mini- 
ſter for his having approved of his meaſures in 
that houſe, In this caſe, if the majority of the 
houſe, perhaps not half full, ſhould happen to 
be ſuch as diſapproved of the meaſures purſued 
by the adminiſtration, we may eaſily judge of 
the event. The gentleman, whom I may, in 
this caſe, properly call the criminal, would be 
condemned, and expelled the houſe, without 
having an opportunity to prove the publick ſer- 
vices for which the reward was given, or to 


| ſhew the benefits that had, or might accrue to 
his country from thoſe ſervices. And thus, 


perhaps, one of the moſt faithful ſervants of the 
crown, and one of the moſt honourable and uſe- 
ful members of the commonwealth, might, by 
accident, be loaded with the reproach of being 
an infamous betrayer of his country, for no 


other reaſon but becauſe the crown had been 


grateful enough to acknowledge his merit, and 


he ſo imprudent as to accept of that acknowledg- 


ment, 
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ment, whilſt he was a member of the houſe of 


Innocence, I ſhall grant, my Lords, is a great 
encquragement, and may give aſſurance to a per- 
far accuſed; but even before the moſt juſt, the 
moſt impartial, and the moſt ſteady judicature, 
no man would chuſe to ſtand a trial, let his in- 
nocence be never fo manifeſt, let the proofs he 
has to depend on be never fo clear and convin - 
cing; and therefore, if this bill ſhould paſs, I 
muſt ſuppoſe that no member of the other houſe, 
while he continued ſo, would be ſo imprudent 
as to receive any reward, or indeed any favour 
from the crown; becauſe, if he did, his own 
declaration would be an accuſation againſt him, 
upon which he would be obliged to ſtand his 
trial, before a judicature, which, conſidering the 
number of judges, can never be ſteady in its 


judgments, and in a caſe which cannot be tho- 


roughly cleared up by proofs of any kind, but 
muſt always, in a great meaſure, depend upon 
the opinion his judges have of his innocence and 
merit. In ſuch a caſe, and before ſuch a judica- 
ture, where no man can be certain either of 


the number or of the perſons of thoſe that 


are to be his judges, I am ſure no wiſe man 
would run the riſk of expoſing himſelf to a trial, 
by accepting of any reward or gratuity from the 
crown, while he continued a member of the o- 
ther houſe; and, if the expectation of an imme- 
diate reward be allowed to be a great incitement 
to worthy actions, as, I believe, it will, it muſt 


be allowed, that the paſſing of this bill into a 


law, would very much diſcourage all thoſe who 
may hereafter be members of the other houſe, 
from endeavouring to ſerve the publick in any 
other capacity, which would very much dero- 
gate from the preſent character of that branch of 
our legiſlature, and might at laſt render it con- 

EF « temptible, 
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« temptible, or ſo factious, that it would be im- 


* poflible to govern the ſociety according to the 
- —.— preſcribed by our conſfitution.  _ 

< This bill, therefore, my Lords, if it ſhould be 
« paſſed into a law, would not only be inconve- 
« nient and dangerous to thoſe who may hereafter 
happen to be members of the other houſe, but 
it. would be of the moſt dangerous conſequence 
« to our conſtitution ; for if the members of the 
other houſe were 6f no ſervice to their country, 
in any capacity but that of their being members 
« of one of the branches of our legiſlature, and 
« if they did nothing, as ſuch, but agree to what. 
« was propoſed by the miniſters of the crown, 
< which would be the cafe under a juſt and wiſe 
« adminiſtration, the houſe itſelf would become 
« contemptible among the people, and this would 
make it eaſy for ſome future ambitious Prince 
to overturn our conſtitution, by laying that 
« houſe entirely aſide. On the other wa. if a 
majority of the members, in order to recom- 
mend themſelves to the notice of their country, 
© ſhould become factious, and oppoſe even the 
« juſteſt and wiſeſt meaſures that could be propo- 
< ſed by the adminiſtration, unleſs the complexion 
of the houſe could be changed by a new election, 


* which, conſidering the popularity of an oppoſi- 
tion to court meaſures, would always be ex- 
« tremely precarious, the conſtitution would be. 


brought into an impoſſibility of exiſting ; for the 
crown would be under a neceſſity of yielding 
< to the factious majority in the houſe: of Com- 
* mons, or of attempting to govern without a 
Parliament. If in this attempt the crown ſhould 
© ſucceed, our conſtitution would be overturn'd, 
and an abſolute government eſtabliſh'd; and 
late experience has ſhewn us, what we are to 
expect from the crown's yielding to a turbulent 
faction in the other houſe ; for ſuch a fac- 

* tion 
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tion would never be ſatisſied with any reaſonable 
< concefſion: From one conceſſion they would 
< aſpire to another, till at laſt they had left the 
crown nothing to yield; and thus a common-_ 
wealth would again be eſtabliſn'd, which of 
< courſe would ſoon deviate into a ſole tyranny, 
under ſome one or other of the factious lea- 
6 ders; On Oe OO TU 
From what T have ſaid, my Lords, I think, it 
is evident, that the methods propoſed by this 
bill for preventing corruption, are both impro- 
per and dangerous; yet, ſo N an enemy am 
I to corruption, ſo fond am I of every method 
that may in the leaſt contribute to prevent it, 
that I ſhould agree to the bill now under our 
conſideration, if I thought it would have the 
leaſt effect. But I am fully convinced, that it 
would be found altogether ineffectual: I am 
really ſurpriz*'d, how any Lord can imagine, it 
will have the leaſt effect. If we ſuppoſe a man 
ſo abandon'd to all virtue and honour, as to be- 
tray his country for the ſake of a ſecret bribe 
< or penſion, upon ſuch a man can we ſuppoſe, 
that an oath will have any effect? Such a 
man, my Lords, will receive his bribe or his 
<. penſion, and will, if you defire it, the very 
next moment declare upon oath, he never re- 

ceiv'd any gratuity or reward from the crown. 
The infamy of perjury itſelf is not near ſo great, 
as the infamy of a man's betraying that truſt 
which his country has repoſed in him ; and 
can we ſuppoſe, that a man who deſpiſes the 
© latter, will ſhew the leaſt regard to the former? 
© In this caſe, the penalties of perjury will ſignify 
nothing; for the penalties already inflicted by 
law upon penſioners that continue to fit and 
vote in the other houſe, are ſo great, that, I am 


” 


La) 
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* 


ſure no man would run the riſk of incurring 


them, if he thought there were any . 
1 ; , or 


ef proving the erime end hid ; ** where a 
man depends ſolely upon the impoſſibility of 
proof, no penalty can have any effect; for with- 
cout a proof no penalty can ever be recover'd-; 
and therefore, unleſs we can fall upon a ay 
of making it eaſy to find a proof, I am afraid, 
_ © 1t will be impoſſible to prevent committing of 
© the erime, any other way than by the electors 
always chuſing gentlemen of virtue and honour 
* to' repreſent them in Parliament; and whilft 
they do: ſo, we have no ocrafien!” for oy laws 
againſt corruption. 
With regard ae my — to the ahem 
* deſtine, the corrupt, and the ſcandalous rewards 
or + gratuities, which may be given by a future 
<; miniſter to ſome of the members of the other 
þ _ on account of their voting there accord- 
ing to his directions, this bill can have no effect. 
It cannot in the leaſt contribute towards pre- 
.& - venting ſuch practices, but, on the contrary, it 
will, in my opinion. encourage them, becauſe, 
< among the people, it will render the guilty leſs 
© liable to be ſuſpected, and the leſs liable a man 
is of being ſuſpected, the more eaſily he may be 
*£, tempted to be guilty. The very oath by this bill 
« preſcribed, he will look upon as a full vindica- 
tion in the eyes of the world; and thus, by his 
« perjury, he will think he has wip'd off the infa- 
5 * at leaſt, if not the guilt of his treachery. 
My Lords, it is. in my opinion, one of the 
o 1 arguments that can be made uſe of in 
« favour of this bill, to tell us, that we ought to 
agree to this remedy till a more effectual can be 
found out. If we are in any danger from cor- 
<--ruption, it would be a moſt imprudent ſtep to 
apply a remedy. which we know to be ineffee- 
tual ; becauſe, the applying of ſuch a remedy 
might lull the nation aſleep, and prevent our 
4 eg how to contrive a remedy that would 
5 | really 


Earl of / 


—_—s 
ſpeech. 


benefit from every 
by putting too much truſt in lenitives, too often 
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< really be effectual. A man labouring under a 
dangerous diſtemper, is apt to hope for great 


remedy he takes; and, 


delays thinking of, or applying an effe&ual 
„ remedy, till his caſe: becomes incurable. This 
ic 1 be our fate: By truſting to the remedy 
opoſed by this bill, we may be induced to de- 
* wh contriving or applying any other, till our 
6 R be grown deſperate; and, therefore, I muſt 
© be againſt the bill for the very fame reaſon, that 
other Lords ſeem to be for it ecauſe I am an 
utter enemy to corruption. I think it one of 
the moſt dangerous diſtempers a free ſtate can be 
infected with, and ſhall always be againft apply- 
ing lenitives of any kind. If chere be, at pre- 
ſent, no ſuch infection in this ſtate, we have 
no occaſion for any ſort of preſcription : : If we 
* are infected, let us ſearch the infection to the 
root, and at onoe apply ſome effectual remedy; 
for, I hope, there is no political infection, for 


which a ſpecifick may not dN * 2 _ 


ful and e Phyſician. 


The laſt that ſpoke in this debate Was the Earl 
of Abingdon, who ann wy _ Tpoke in 


e chus, viz. | 


er My Nes he] 
| © beg pardon for ali your Lordſhips A 
© ſecond time upon this occaſion, but I riſe up to 
© ſpeak to order. My Lords, it is againſt order to 
take notice, in this houſe, of any thing that has 
been, or may be done in the other. We are to 
do what we think right, without giving our- 
ſelves any trouble about what has been, or may 
be done in the other houſe; and yet, I find, the 
chief objection made uſe of againſt this bill is, 
that the other houſe may make a wrong uſe of 
| k it. 
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it. Shall we, my Lords, refuſe to do right, be- 
aauſe another afſembly may do wrong ? Shall we 
<. refuſe to give a man a ſword for deſending dum- 
< ſelf, when we know he is in danger of being 
* attack d, becaufe he may turn the point, and ſtab 
Hhimſelf with it: This, my Lords, is a very 
ſtlrange ſort of argument. But mow I am wp, 
I ſhall beg leave to :thew, that there is nothing 
_ © new intended by this bill, nor any power given 

. to handen houſe, but hat they have already. 
Before I do this, my Lords, I mutt obſerve, 


that upon a queſtion for going into * 
to conſider of a bill for preventing 


was ſurprized to hear the noble Lord — 
ſpoke laſt, find fault with thoſe ho had enflea- 
© youred to ſet in a true and clear light the mon- 
ſtrous deformity, and the fatal effects of that po- 


< litical diſtemper; for ſurely, the more ſenſible 


< we are of its deformity and fatal conſequences, 
the more we hall abhor the crime, and the 
more we abhor it, the more ready every one 
< will be to agree to our ſpending one day at leaſt, 
in endeavouring to find a remedy for the conta- 
„ gious diſtemper. I fhall grant, that none of 
your Lordſhips have attempted to juſtify corrup- 
tion. I hope no Lord will ever dare to do ſo 
iin this houſe; but without doors it has been 
< juſtified, as a neceſſary means of government; 
may, pamphlets, or rather libels upon the nation, 
have been wrote for this very purpoſe, and ſup- 
poſed to have been countenanced by thoſe whoſe 
puſineſs and duty it was to have ſuppreſſed 
them. But tho“ none of your Lordſhips have 
endeavour'd to juſtify corruption, yet, J eannot 


think, that thoſe who oppoſe this queſtion; 5 


ſo ſenſible of its fatal effects as they ought to be 3 
for, ſuppoſe this bill .impettect, ſuppoſe the me- 


| «© .thods: propoſed ineffectual, yet, this can be no 


| essen for our refuſing to go into a committee 
e upon 
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a upon the bill: We may be able to amend the 
<< bill, ſo as to małææ it a perfect and effectual bill; 


6 W's 1 as the. noble Lord who | 


think, that by an able and willing 


poke laſt ſeems to 
phyſician, a 


ſpecifick may be found for every political dif- 
< temper, I hope he will give us his aſſiſtance; for 
I make no queſtion of his ability, and I hope he 
will not, by his giving his negative to this queſ- 
tion, give me any room to doubt of his will. 
How the noble Lord came to imagine, that a 
< gentleman who had receiv'd a juſt reward from 
* the crown, or that any gentleman would be ex- 
cluded, by this bill, Hoi having a ſeat in the 
other Boule I cannot comprehend. My Lords, 


I have peruſed the bill with all 


Poſſible care, 


and 1 can find no words by v which any man is 


excluded from 


'< unleſs he refuſes. to tale the oath 


a ſeat in the other houſe, 
preſctibed by 


the bill. But the noble Lord ſays, the er 
<1 2 may, upon his making the declaration 
ropoſed, exclude him by a vote of their houſe: 

2 „Ther is to ſay, they may expel him. In this 


cCcaſe, can it be ſaid, that the 
cluded by this bill? No, my 


ge 
Lords, he-is ex- 


is ex- 


cluded by their vote ; and that vote cannot be 
founded upon this bill, but upon the common 


law, or upon the laws now: in being 


againſt 


4 penſioners. Therefore, this bill contains no ex- 
tenſion, nor the leaſt innovation of any of the 
laws now in being, with reſpect to>thoſe that 
have, or have not a right to ſit and vote in the 
haouſe of Commons; nor can that houſe, by this 
dill, acquire any right or PRE bat RAO: they 


now enſoyů xp. 


1 ſhall grant, my Lands that- no. ber 
. * ought'to be expelled by the other houſe,” with- 
dut a juſt cauſe; but, in this reſpect it muſt be 
allowed, that the members of the other houfe, 
ee the ſole and. ee judges. Suppoſe they 


6 * ſhould, 


1 
8 
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« ſhould, by a vote, expel a gentleman unjuſtly, 

can that vote or ſentence be now queſtioned in | q 
any other judicature or aſſembly? My Lords, 1 
it is now as abſolute as and irreverſible as it can | 1 
be, ſhould this bill be paſſed into a law; and, ifß } 
they have hitherto made no wrong uſe of this | 
abſolute and uncontroulable power, why ſhould 
wi ſuſpect their doing ſo in time to come? With 
reſpect to the rewards and gratuities that are | 
given by the crown for real publick ſervices, | 4 
they are always well known, and openly ac- 1 
knowledged: They have always been ſo; and as 
the other houſe has never yet thought of look- 
ing upon any of them as a penſion or bribe, or 
of expelling a member on account of his having 
receiv*d ſuch a reward or gratuity, tho? the re- 
ceiving of it was openly and without any legal 
compulſion: avowed, can we think that a gen- 
tleman's acknowledging, in purſuance of an act 
of Parliament, the receipt of ſuch a gratuity 
or reward, will any way alter the conduct of the 
other houſe in this reſpe&? With regard to 
ſuch gratuities or rewards, let the future con- 
duct of the other houſe be what it will, it can 
be no way infſuenc'd by this bill; becauſe, as 
ſueh rewards and gratuities are publickly given, 
and as publickly receiv'd, a proof can never be 
wanting, the other | houſe will always hear of 
them, tho' no ſuch bill as this ſhould ever paſs, 
and they may, if they have a mind, expel the 


r , . . an 56 6 


receiver either upon his own acknowledgment, 
ö or upon a proof, or upon common fame; but I 
f muſt deny, that they can load him with infamy, 

or make the world believe, that he is a corrupt 
, betrayer of his truſt; 0 oo 
: 5. Real infamy, my Lords, is a puniſhment that 
3 can be iaflicted by nothing but the juſtice of the 
4 * ſentence; for when a court or aſſembly decrees 
6 * that to be a crime, which is really a virtue, or 
I, ä 
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finds a man guilty that to the world appears to 
be innocent, 25 infamy recoils upon the judges, 
and their ſentence does honour to the perſon 
condemned. This would be the caſe, if ever 
the other houſe ſnould unjuſtly expel a man for 
receiving a juſt reward for ſome publick ſervice: 
The nation he had ſerved, and the King who 
had rewarded him, would riſe up in his vindi- 
cation; and a ſentence of infamy, as well as diſ- 
ſolution, would certainly be paſſed upon ſuch 


a factious aſſembly. But, if corruption ſhould 


ever ſpread over a majority of the other houſe: 
If a miniſter ſhould, by flattery, gain the abſo- 
lute direction of his Sovereign, and by bribes 


and penſions, the direction of the houſe of 


Commons; no man will ſuppoſe, I believe, that 
ſuch a houſe would ever expel a member for 
receiving a gratuity or reward from the crown; 
and tho a ſentence of infamy might probably 
be paſſed upon the whole aſſembly by the na- 
tion, yet, no ſentence of diſſolution would ever 
be paſſed upon it by the crown. It is this, m 

Lords, that may render the other houſe bot} 
contemptible and factious. It may become a mi- 


nifterial faction for oppreſſing the people, and 


betraying the Savereign: Then, indeed, it will 
become contemptible: The very name of Par- 
lament would, in a ſhort time become hateful 
to the people ; and then it would not only be 
eaſy for an ambitious Prince, but happy for the 
nation, to have the uſe of Parliaments laid en- 
tirely afide. 0 bie = OE 10 * 


The danger hams of not preventing cor- 
ruption in the other houſe is very great, and as 
to the 2 to ariſe from the me- 


there is not the leaſt foundation for them; be- 


* cauſe they ariſe not from this bill, but from a 
* ſuppoſed abuſe of power in the other houſe; 
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and this IT have ſhewn, that houſe is as li able 


to run into, ſhould this bill never paſs, as they 


can be ſuppoſed to be, after it is paſſed into a 


law. Nay, they will be more liable to run in- 
to an abuſe of their power, ſhould no ſuch bill 


as this be ever paſſed ; becauſe a corrupt houſe 
of Commons, under the influence of an arbi- 


trary and wicked minifter, may more probably 
run into an abuſe of their power, againſt the 
friends and ſervants of their country, and con- 
tinue that abuſe longer, than a factious houſe of 
Commons can be ſuppoſed to do, againſt the 
friends and ſervants of the crown; for this 
plain reaſon, hecauſe the crown may, and cer- 
tainly will put an end to the power of the lat- 
ter, as ſoon as they begin to abuſe it; but the 
crown will never put an end to the power of 


the former, as long as the King happens to re- 


main under the direction of ſuch a miniſter. 
There is not therefore the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon 
for ſay ing, that the methods propoſed by this bill 
for preventing corruption can be inconvenient. 
or dangerous, either to the conſtitution, or to 


thoſe who. may hereafter happen to be members 


of the other houſe; and, as to their being im- 


proper, becauſe of the trifling gratuities mem- 
bers may ſometimes receive from the crown, 
the objection, I think, is as ill founded. My 


Lords, if a gentleman of the other houſe ſhould 


receive a horſe, a watch, or any other trifle 
from the crown, I can ſee no impropriety in 


obliging him to declare it: If he receives it 


upon any honourable account, I am ſure he will, 
he ought to declare it, whether he be obliged 
by law to do fo or no; and, I am ſure, there is 


1.4: DL. 


no impropriety in our taking every method that 


* can bethought of, for preventing the members of 
the other houſe from receiving a preſent from 


the crown upon any diſhonourable confideration. 
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by Now, my Lords, with regard to the effect 
this bill may have upon the abandoned, I ſhall 
grant, the ſin of perjury will have very little 
effect upon them; but the penalties of perjury 
will have an effect even upon the moſt abandon- 
ed, otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe, that the laws 
now in being againſt penſioners are ridiculous. 
When a crime can be ſecretly committed, I ſhall. 
grant, it is a great encouragement to its being 
often committed; but all crimes are committed 
under an "expectation of ſecreſy, yet, we find 
they are often diſcovered; and corruption is not 
one of that ſort of crimes that may the moſt 
ſecretly be committed, becauſe there muſt always 
be at leaſt two perſons concerued, and if we 
ſhould lay a penalty upon the corruptor as well 
as the corrupted, theſe companions in iniquity | 
may, as others do, impeach one another. There- 
fore our adding the penalties of perjury to the 
nalties already by law inflicted, will certainly 
Ms ſome. effect upon the moſt abandoned, and 
© the fin of perjury. will, I hope, prevent ſome , 
from accepting of any corrupt gratuity from the 
crown; for though it be wrong to accept of any 
ſuch gratuity, yet, it has been, and may often 
© be accepted, without the receiver's ſuppoſing, 
he thereby betrays that truſt which i is repoſed in 
nim by his country. 
But the noble Lords, who have ſpoke againſt 


«© 4605 bill, are all under a miſtake when they ſup- 5 


« poſe, that the penalties already by law inflicted 
can, even in caſe of a diſcovery, be made effec- 


© tual againſt every ſort of corruption; and, to 


© ſhew this, my Lords, I muſt obſerve, that or- 
« ruption is of four ſorts. It is either by way of 
* penſion during pleaſure, or by way of penſion. 
during a term of years; or, it is by way of a 
© ſum of money paid for the whole dirty work of 

c A . or . way of a ſum a pad and Footed | 
or 
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for every particular infamous jobb. The firſt 
two ſorts were long thought ſo innocent, that it 
« was a queſtion, whether ſuch men ſhould be ex- 
* cluded from their ſeats in the other houſe, and 
therefore it became neceſſary to exclude them by 
« expreſs ſtatute, under the penalties mentioned in 
« thoſe ſtatutes; but before a man can be ſubjected 
to thoſe penalties, it muſt be proved, that he 


had a penſion ſettled upon him by ſign manual, 


or ſome other ſort of grant, either during plea- 
© ſure or for a term of years: From thence it is 
plain, that neither of the two other ſorts of cor- 
ruption can be brought within theſe ſtatutes, or 
ſubjected to the penalties thereby inflicted ; and 
this, I believe, is the chief reaſon that thoſe 
penalties could never be recovered ; becauſe, if 
there are, or have been any penſioners in the 
other houſe, thoſe penſioners have been paid 
annually ' without any ſign manual, or other 
grant for eftabliſhing them, and ſuch penſioners 
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inflicted. But, will any Lord ſay, that ſuch 
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My Lords, thoſe that receive a ſum of money 
for the dirty work of a ſeſſion, or for any par- 
* ticular infamous jobb, are excluded from their 
« ſeats in the other houſe by common law; and 


N 


therefore it was unneceſſary to make any expreſs 
« ſtatute for excluding them. If the fact could be 
« diſcovered, they would of courſe be expelled; 


© but, even upon a diſcovery, they are as yet ſub- 


| jet to no penalty by expreſs ſtatute, nor could 
they, I believe, be proſecuted by any method at 
common law. One of the chief intents of this 


bill therefore is, to prevent a member's being 


© ouilty of either of theſe, which are the moſt in- 
yi . ſorts of corruption, by ſubjecting the 
1 perſon ſo corrupted to a proſecution at common 
Tu "Es © law, 


or corrupt perſons are neither excluded by thoſe 
ſtatutes, - nor ſubject to the . penalties thereby 


infamous corruption is not prohibited by law? 
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| law, and to the. penalties of perjury, in caſe he 
< ſhould receive ſuch a bribe, and afterwards be ſo 
= wicked as to deny it upon oath. Whether this 
| will be altogether effectual I ſhall not ſay : I be- 
\ lieve it will not; but, I am ſure, it will be more 
d effectual than to leave ſuch criminals, as they 
= are at preſent, abſolutely free from any penalty, 
\| gn nay, from any proſecution at common law; and 
1 therefore I muſt think, that thoſe Lords who 
are againſt our going into a committee upon this 
5 bill, are far from having that horror which they 

* ought to have, at the infamous, contagious, and 

dangerous practice of corruption. 5 


The queſtion being at laſt put, it was carried in 

the negative, 32 not contents, to 40 contents; 

wWuhereupon the Lord Delauar moved to reject the 
bill, which was agreed to without a diviſion. 


At the end of this ſeflion, viz. on Tueſday the 
> 29th of April, the right honourable Arthur Onſlow, 
Eſq; Speaker of the houſe of Commons, upon 
preſenting the money bills for the Royal Aſſent, 


ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 
« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


- 


Mr. Speale= The Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 
oe, aſſembled, beg leave to preſent to your Majeſty 
+ the money-bills for the ſums that are neceſſary to 
carry on the great and important buſineſs of this 
nation. They amount, in all, to four millions 

of money; an immenſe ſum indeed! but granted 

hy your Commons not only with chearfulneſs, 

but unanimity, and a great part of it with unu- 
„ſual.-difpatch; this, Sir, aroſe from the aſſurance 

+. they have, that it will be expended for the great 

and neceſſary purpoſes for which it is granted. 
Thus, your Majeſty has the ſatisfaction to 

«, perceive, that your faithful ſubjects have done 

their duty, in enabling your Majeſty to 1 
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© thoſe vaſt armaments both by ſea and land, 
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which are, under your Majeſty's wiſe direction, 


to procure them ſatisfaction for thoſe wrongs 


that have been wantonly inflifted upon this na- 
tion by an inſolent enemy, who vainly imagined, 
that a prudent forbearance was the effe& of pu- 
ſillanimous councils, and that willingneſs to a- 
void, if poſſible, a deſtructive war, proceeded 
from an inability to puniſh their injuſtice. But, 
thanks to heaven, there is yet a ftrength and 
ſpirit in the nation, that may convince them 
how fatally they are miſtaken, and the ſum 
which your faithful Commons have now the 
honour to preſent to your Majeſty, is a proof of 
the great power which this nation is able to ex- 
ert, when the glory of your Majeſty's crown, 
and the preſervation of their own juſt and un- 
doubted rights calls it forth. At the ſame time, 
the unanimity and chearfulneſs which appears a- 
mong your faithful Commons, to ſupport your 
Majeſty in this juſt and neceſſary war, may give 
other, and more formidable powers to under- 


ſtand, what they are to expect, if they ſhall 


join with the preſent enemies of your Majeſty's 
crown and people. It is, perhaps, owing to this 
unanimity and chearfulneſs, that we are 'as yet 
engaged in a war with Spain alone, and that, 
during the courſe of this war your Majeſty's 
ſubjects have been enabled, without any material 
interruption, to proſecute their moſt valuable 
branches of trade, while their enemies have met 
with the ſevereſt checks, and have fatally expe- 
rienced, how feeble their riches and wealth are 
againſt the efforts of a brave people, united un- 
der a Prince who knows no intereſts ſeparate 
from theirs, nor aſpires at any glory greater than 


that of preſerving them in the full enjoyment of 
their rights and privileges. BAT 


. 
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Let the enemies of this nation, therefore, 
boaſt of their far· brought treaſure; let them rely 
upon their wide- extended dominions, while all 
Europe are witneſſes, how little the advantages 
that ariſe from either, ayail againſt that irreſiſtible 


ſtrength, which ariſes from induſtry, liberty and 
commerce. Theſe invaluable mines of the Bri- 


tiſþ treaſure have been fully protected under 


your Majeſty, and your faithful Commons reflect 
with pleaſure and gratitude, that it is owing to 
this conſtant attention in your Majeſty to the 


great concerns of your ſubjects, that they are 


now enabled to grant to your 1 the great 
ſums contained in theſe bills. | 
< The great ſucceſs of your Majeſty? s arms un- 

der your Majeſty's brave Admiral in America, is 


an illuſtrious proof of your Majeſty's wiſe and 


prudent care in giving the proper orders for di/- 
treſſing the enemy in the moſt ſenſible parts. The 


bravery of your Majeſty's ſubjects on that occa- 


fion, will, no doubt, convince the enemy of the 


ſuperiority, which a juſt ſenſe of the moſt igno- 
minious treatment of your Majeſty's crown, and 


the barbarous inhumanities inflicted upon their 
fellow · ſub 7 will always produce 1 in a people 
jealous of their Sovereign's honour and their 

own rights. The other ſucceſſes, that in the 
courſe of this war have attended your Majeſty's 


arms, are fo many inſtances of the yaſt power of 


this nation, when ſhe exerts her true and natural 
ſtrength, and give. your faithful Commons the 


pleaſing proſpect of your Majeſty's ending. this 


jak, and neceſſary war with that glory to your 
ajeſty, with that ſecurity to their own un- 
doubted rights of navigation and commerce, 


and with that honour to the nation in general, 


which the goodneſs of your Majeſty's cauſe, the 
wiſdom of your councils, and the bravery of 
your forces, deſerve. 


2 It 


A. 1740. DEBATES. 


4 


C 
6. 


C - 


6 


6. 
0 
6 
6 
* 
6 
6 
6 
C 
8 
0 
0 
o 
0 
« 
* 
6 
[4 
c 
6 
o 
6 
[4 
6 
0 


AA A AA A „ „ 


+ It will be owing to ourſelves; if we are diſ- 
have ourſelves to blame, if this war is not at- 


tended with numberleſs advantages to your Ma- 
jeſty's dominions. But if we are united at home, 
we have nothing to dread from abroad; and we 
have every thing to hope from your Majeſty's 
known attachment to the rights and liberties of 


your people. Our fituation, as an iſland, de- 


fends us from all attacks of foreign power, and 


your Majeſty's faithful Commons hope, that no 


diſunion among ourſelves ſhall ever give the 
common enemies of the nation, whoever they 
are, thoſe advantages which they now deſpair of 
obtaining by arms. It is union alone, (and we 


may fay with pleaſure, we are all united in the 


preſent great work) that can take from our ene- 
mies the leaft ſhadow of hope to ſucceed, either 


by open force, or domeſtick treachery. It is by 


each of us in our ſeveral ſtations endeavourin 
to promote that duty and zeal for your Majeſty's 


perſon and government, that regard for the laws 


and conſtitution of this kingdom, and that ab- 


| horrence of thoſe principles which have ever 


tended to ſubvert-our liberties; it is by ſuch a 
behaviour alone, that we can reap thoſe bleſſings, 
which your Majeſty's wiſe and mild adminiſtra- 
tion, and the glorious ſucceſs of your Majeſty's 


arms in the courſe of this war, gives us the moſt 


ſolid foundation for expecting. 0 
At the end of the laſt great war, in which 


the very power that your Majeſty's arms are 
now chaſtiſing, was a party againſt us, we might 


have ſecured thoſe advantages in the moſt effec- 
tual manner, had we been but true to ourſelves, 
and had we not given up in a ſhameful manner, 
all the terms which this nation had a right to 
expect from a long, glorious, and expenſive war. 


Pr ovidence has again brought the ſame opportu- 
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« nity about; and your Majefty will, we hope, 
6 ſoon retrieve, by your wiſe and fucceſsful con- 
duct in the proſecution of this great and impor- 
© tant war, thoſe advantages, in point of com- 
< merce and navigation, that were then ſacrificed 
to our domeſtick animofities, which would not 
6 99 our real as ro But r 
« Majeſty's regard for the rights and privileges o 
« your ſubjects on this nr e "til united 
< all parties in a juſt ſenſe of the wrongs the na- 


tion has ſuffered; they are all agreed upon the 


« terms your Majeſty has a right to require, and 


your Majeſty's faithful Commons will think 


© themſelves happy, they will think all the trea- 


. © fure employed at this important juncture, wiſely 


and uſefully apply'd, if it procure to the 
< nation thoſe advantages of commerce and navi- 
c gation, which we then gave up. 

< It is from the regard your Majeſty has always 
£ ſhewn for the juſt rights of your ſubje&s, from 
t that inviolable attachment to the intereſt of this 


nation, which have been always the rule of your 


« Majeſty's adminiſtration, that your faithful Com- 
* mons promiſe to themſelves ſuch a full ſecurity 
in the exerciſe of their navigation, as may raiſe 


© this nation to a higher pitch of grandeur than 


< the could have hop'd for even on the coneluſion 
* of that great war. The meaſures which have 
* hitherto been purſued, give them the ſtrongeſt 
< reaſon to believe, that all their juſt expectations 
« will be fulfilled, and that the reputation, com- 
© merce,. and influence of this nation, under your 


* Majeſty, will be put upon ſuch a footing, as to 


put them beyond the poſſibility of all future vi- 


olation, even from the moſt powerful and moſt 
formidable enemy, which this nation now has, 


or may hereafter have to encounter. 
As your Majeſty, by the attention you have 
ſtill paid to the juſt deſires of your people; as 


Dy . 
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by your Majeſty's continual application to the 
* ſenſe of your great Council upon every ſtep that 
has been taken in the proſecution of this great 
work, you have convinced your ſubjects that 
you purſue no intereſts ſeparate from theirs, ſo 
© there is nothing that may be neceſſary for them 
to fulfil in the future management of the war, 
that Jour Majeſty may not juſtly promiſe to 
© yourle 

they and all Europe are witneſs with what re- 
* luctance your Majeſty entered into this war, 
© while there remained any hopes of obtainin 
in the way of negotiation, that which your Ma- 
$ jeſty endeavours now to obtain by force of arms; 
as they feel no other inconveniencies from it, 
but ſuch as muſt unavoidably happen in the 
* courſe of a maritime war, ſo they have reaſon 
to hope that it will be as gloriouſy ended, as it 
has been hiterto ſucceſsfully conducted, and that 
* all Europe will be convinced from the fate of 
Spain, how dangerous it is to provoke the re- 
ſentment of your Majeſty, or to attack 
the rights of a nation, who derive their riches 
© and ſtrength from commerce. And indeed, 
* who can ſay, that this war may not be critical 


to Great Britain, by opening channels of trade 


© hitherto denied to your Majeſty's ſubjects ? 
+ Who can ſay, it is not reſerved to be the pecu- 
« liar glory of your Majeſty's reigns that Great 
© Britain ſhall, from the event of this war, extend 
+ her commerce, and enlarge her poſſeſſions, ſo 
« as to acquire a degree of ſtrength and power 
unknown to her under the moſt glorious of 
your Majeſty's predeceſſors ? 5 
Their glory often deſolated their kingdoms 
and hg 1 rc their ſubjects; but it may be 
your Majeſty's happineſs to reconcile your glory 
to the nobleſt, the richeſt gifts of peace and 


commerce, by the encouragement given. to your 


Ma 


If from their affections and gratitude. As 
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c Majeſty's ſubjects, to attack the poſſeſſions of 
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your Majeſty's enemies in America. A bill, to 
which your Majeſty has already given your 
Royal Aſſent, has this ſame ſeſſion paſſed both 
houſes for the purpoſe ; by that bill ſuch encou- 
ragement is given to your Majeſty's adventuring 
ſubjects, or other your Majeſty's forces, if they 
ſhall attack and conquer any part of the ene- 
mies diſtant poſſeſſions, as cannot fail of obtain- 
ing thoſe advantages in trade and navigation, 
which we were formerly ſo wanting to ourſelves 
as to overlook ; advantages that may raiſe the 
power and reputation of this nation to the 
higheſt peck upon the moſt ſolid foundation, 
and unalterably fix the balance of Europe in the 

hands of your Der and your auguſt Houſe. 


"Theſe are the conſequences which your Maje- 


ſty's ſubjects may reaſonably promiſe to them- 
from the event of this war. They are conſe- 


- quences that will diſtinguiſh your Majeſty's reign 


to all poſterity, by making this war as produc- 
tive of happineſs and riches to your Majeſty's 
ſubjects as others have been of deſolation and 
ruin. 

The great aids which your Majeſty's faithful 
Commons now preſent to your 'Majefty, will 
enable your Majeſty to retain. the dominion of 
the ſeas, which will render it impoſſible for any 
power in Europe to give your Majeſty's enemies 
ſuch aſſiſtance, as to wreſt from your Majeſty 
any of the advantages which your Majeſty's 


ſubje&s promiſe to themſelves from this war, 
and which will be ſuch a ſource of wealth to 


this nation, as may give poſterity, reaſon to re- 
| 8 = inn E 3-279 
fle& with pleaſure upon the generous views of 
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your Majeſty, and the provident wiſdom of this 


And now may that God, to whom your 
Majeſty has now appealed, bleſs: your Majeſty's 


coun- 
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* councils and arms with the ſucceſs which the 
* juſtice of your Majeſty's cauſe deſerves, and 
© make this war as glorious and happy to your 
: Majeſty, and ſubjects, as it has been wiſely and 


. „ 


neceſſarily enter'd into by your Majeſty. And 
that your! Majeſty's faithful Commons may not 
be wanting to your Majeſty, to the nation, or to 
| themſelves, in providing for what lies at their 
door towards making this a glorious and a 
ſucceſsful war, they beg your 279 s gracious 
acceptance of the following bills, which will 
convince your Majeſty and all the world, that 


under whatever difculties this nation may la- 


bour from its publick debts, yet your Majeſty's 


ſubjects will always find the means of ſupport- 
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ing your Majeſty, while your Majeſty ſo effec- 


tually employs your power in Protecting them.” 
And his Majeſty, after hv given the Non 


e 


5 My Lords and Gentlemen, 5 


00% The ra which you. have FOR for th the ö 


port and proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary 


| Aſſent to the ſeveral bills that were ready, conclu- 
ded the ſeſſion with the e OT: 2 : 


2 


King! 8 
ſpeech at 
the end of 


war, in which I am A is a freſh proof the ſeſſion. 


of your concern for the honour and intereſt of 
my crown and kingdoms. As this great and 


national undertaking is the principal object of our 


attention and expectations, ſo the juſtice of our 
cauſe, and the ſucceſs which hath hitherto at- 
tended my arms, give us the moſt reaſonable. 
hopes, that, by the continuance of the divine 
8 we may ſee a happy iſſue of it. 


125 e of as Houſe of Cali | 
© I thank you 2 the effectual ſupplies which 
" have granted me for the ſervice of the 
\ _ © cur- 
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© current Year. - The beſt return I can make, is 


6 


to aſſure you, that they ſhall be duly imploy'd 


to the purpoſes for which they were given. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I have formerly recommended to you union. 
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amongſt yourſelves, as being highly conducive 


ta the carrying on this great work with honour 


and advantage, and to the more ſpeedy obtain- 


ing of all poſſible juſtice and ſatisfaction from 
the crown of Spain, for the many grievous 


injuries ſuffer d by my ſubjects, and effectual 


ſecurity for the freedom of our commerce and 


navigation for the future, I do now earneſtly 
exhort you to promote and extend that union 
in your reſpective countries. Let the ſupport of 
the common cauſe of the nation prevail, to at- 


tain this deſirable end. Our enemies muſt al- 


ready have been made ſenſible, in ſome degree, 
of the weight of our juſt reſentment: They 
ſee my kingdoms in ſuch a poſture of defence, 
as muſt render all attempts from them, with- 
out encouragement from amongſt ourſelves: 


vain, and deſperate. They ſee the trade and 
navigation of my ſubjects protected, as far as 
the nature and circumſtance of a maritime war 


will poſſibly admit; and, at the ſame time, the 


moſt valuable branches of the Spaniſh commerce 


eatly interrupted, and ſubjected to many dif- 

ulties and loſſes. From itheſe happy effects 
of my early endeavours, and your ready con- 
currence, at the firſt entrance into the war, I 
cannot but hope, that the preparations which 
I am now. making, for carrying 1t on in the moſt 
proper places, and in the moſt vigorous and 
effectual manner, will be bleſs'd with ſucceſs 
equal to our juſt expectations. 43 


After 
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After which the Lord Chancellor, by his Ma- Pr — 
jeltes Command, prorogued the R to 
Tueſday the 3d of Fune then next. 
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The End of the Nu NETEENTH Vo ru ux. 
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